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The month of February not only has Valentine’s Day, but also Teresa’s birthday. Like most guys, I have
not always done well in getting her the best Valentine’s or birthday gifts. But a few years ago her
birthday gift was perfect!
Let me explain . . . When Teresa was out doing her weekly grocery shopping she went to a clothing
store to see about getting herself a new blouse. We had been planning a 50th wedding anniversary
celebration for her folks for the following week-end and she thought it would be good to have a new
blouse to wear.
Well, when she came home she said “I got your birthday present for me.” She proceeded to explain that
she had picked out this blouse and bought it and figured it would count as my present to her for her
birthday since she knew I had not gotten her anything yet.
Now, before you start condemning me, let me explain that with taking care of all the prep for the in-laws
anniversary, as well as other things, it had been a pretty busy couple of weeks. Neither Teresa nor I had
time for birthday or Valentine stuff. We just figured we could celebrate those things together the
following week . . . Anyhow, she bought the gift before I had even given much thought to the idea. She
got something that she was totally happy with (which is probably better than I would have done) and she
credited that gift to me.
Now, we all have a heavenly Father who has done something very similar . . . We often think of our
salvation as His gift to us – and it is – but it is also a gift to Himself. After all, God created us to have
fellowship with us and so that He would have someone to whom He could reveal his glory. But sin
separated us from God and deprived Him of that fellowship.
What He desires from us is faith, trust in the payment for our sin that has already been made. But we are
busy – engrossed in life and never really thinking about a relationship with our Creator. So God Himself
takes the initiative and gives us the faith by which we believe. Ephesians 2 reminds us: “for by grace
have you been saved through faith – and that not of yourselves, but it is a gift from God.” And yet, he
credits that faith to our account even though He is the one who gave that faith to us. Didn’t he say of
Abraham: “Abraham believed God, and He reckoned it unto him as righteousness.”?
So God gives us the faith by which we believe and thus He redeems us to Himself so that He can fulfill
His purpose in us, and yet we are credited with righteousness for that faith. Teresa bought a blouse to
fulfill her desire for a birthday present and credited it to me so that I can stay in good standing with
her…. How could I not love her? And how can we not love a God who has done the same – only far
better!
And by the way . . . speaking of love and February . . . there is an associational Valentine Banquet at
Brumley BC on Friday, February 9 . . . see elsewhere in this edition of the Voice for details.
Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

Advance 2018 Midwest Leadership Summit
Six from our Association attended the 2018 Midwest Leadership Summit that was held in Springfield Ill.
Tuesday, January 23 through January 25. Missouri was one of thirteen states attending. We had six
breakout sessions during which there were a total of 108 workshops from which to choose. A lot of
choices in vast ministry areas from rural to urban to cultural changes that affect everyone and every
walk of life. I feel our time at this summit is beneficial to our association by gathering this information
and networking with others that have similar situations. Those that went have a renewed energy to keep
the course that we are on to continually be open to new ideas that would help our ministry here in the
Lake of the Ozarks area.
Walt Pollard

Mark your calendars!

2ND ANNUAL CAMP P82 MEN'S CONFERENCE

"MEN OF PURPOSE!
When: April 5, 6th, 7th. --- Thursday and Friday evening from 6-9. Meal at 6.
Saturday morning from 8-10:30 - breakfast at 8 am.
Cost: only fee is a 5 dollar donation per meal.
Friday: service project day at camp if available.
Saturday after morning session: 10:30-12:00 skeet shooting and target shooting. Bring own guns and
ammo!
Special guest speakers each evening and sessions Saturday morning to challenge, encourage, and inspire
us as men to be the men of purpose God calls us to be in our families, churches and communities!
You can stay overnight at the camp or go and come as you please! Cabins and beds available!
RSVP-by Monday April 2nd.
Address: Camp P82 - 27407 Rocky Mount, MO 65072.
Call or text: Cory Casey 479-871-5627 to make reservations or for more info.

OLEAN BAPTIST CHURCH
489 LOCUST STREET
OLEAN, MO
WILL HOST
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
MEETINGS
SUNDAY EVENINGS
6:00- 7:00 PM
FOR ADULTS ONLY
NO CHILD CARE AVAILABLE
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
CONTACT:
LOU HOSKINS 280-3553
OR
PASTOR BOB HOSKINS
280-5355

DAVE RAMSEY’S FINANCIAL
PEACE UNIVERSITY

TUESDAYS,
JANUARY 23 –
MARCH 20, 2018
6:30 – 8:00

TO BE HELD AT THE FOUNTAIN
104 MAPLE STREET, ELDON
Session led by Steve Riegert of
Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church

Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast
SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 10, 2018
8:30 AM
Blue Springs Baptist Church

WILLIS JONES ORDAINED AS PASTOR
On Sunday afternoon and evening, January 28th, Bro Willis Jones of Crossroads BC had the experience
of a lifetime. At the request of the church, and ordaining council of nine men representing seven
churches gathered and examined Bro. Willis’ doctrinal positions. Having satisfied the ordaining council
with his answers, the council unanimously agreed to recommend that the church proceed with the
ordination, and the church heartily did so.
Bro. John Forsythe of Concord BC in Jefferson City preached the ordination sermon, followed by the
laying on of hands and prayer. The church also presented Bro Willis a new Bible as a gift. Afterwards
everyone in attendance enjoyed great fellowship and food prepared by the church in Rev. Willis and
Wilma’s honor.

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 9: Associational Valentine Banquet, Brumley Baptist Church, 6:30 PM
February 10: Pastor’s & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, Hwy Z, Eldon
March 10: Pastor’s & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, Hwy Z, Eldon
March 11: Daylight Saving Time Begins
March 16-17: Disaster Relief Training, Riverview Baptist Church
March 16: WCBA Leadership Conference, FBC Warrensburg, MO
March 24: Associational Discipleship Meeting, Aurora Springs, 5 Firefly Road Eldon, Time TBA
March 26: VBS Clinic, FBC Eldon
April5-7: Men’s Conference at Camp P82, Rocky Mount
April 10: Executive Board Meeting, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 3rd Street, Eldon, 7:00 PM
April 14: Pastor’s & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, Hwy Z, Eldon
April 29: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church, 350 Hwy FF, Olean, 6:00 PM

REMEMBER OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
SPRING GARDEN
HONEY SPRINGS
RIVERVIEW

ASSOCIATIONAL
VALENTINE BANQUET
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 6:30 PM
BRUMLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
MEAL PROVIDED
BRING YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT
COME ENJOY THE FOOD,
THE FELLOWSHIP AND THE FUN
RSVP TO 392-5844
BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5

Are you a Sunday School teacher or small group leader in your church?
Have you been asked to serve but you’re just not sure if you’re ready?
Are you a Sunday School or discipleship director at your church?
Are you a pastor who longs to see his church produce disciples?
Are you interested in the health of your church?
If any of these are true of you, then the Spring Training Conference is for you.
Come and join us on Saturday, March 24th
Registration begins at 8:00am (coffee and doughnuts will be served)
Conference includes breakout sessions with
former MBC Sunday School Representative Mark Donnell,
Lifeway Representative Greg Jackson,
and your very own DOM Timothy Faber.
The cost of $5 to attend and includes lunch.
Contact the associational office 392-6591
to pre-register by March 20

2017 Leadership Conference

Time:
Registration - 8:30 am
Conference - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
First Baptist Church of Warrensburg
1302 South McGuire Street
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660.747.9186
Prayer, Worship, Fellowship, Speakers, Breakout Sessions, Food, Give-aways
Click on the link below to begin the registration process

Registration Now Open!
More details to come . . . You don’t want to miss it!
For more info, call/text Jonathan Wallenbeck @ 660.351.5843

Are You Being Called to Serve?
As the number one recreational lake in America1, the Lake of the Ozarks attracts 5.5
million people every year. . . . most of whom do not know Jesus. Reaching these tourists
is a task greater than the local churches can accomplish on their own. So consider this
your Macedonian call – “Come help us!”2
Spend the summer sharing the gospel in resorts and campgrounds, preaching at
campgrounds, and even having opportunity to preach in some of our local churches.
Opportunities will also be available for assisting churches in Vacation Bible School,
camps, backyard Bible clubs, and even learning the “ins and outs” of a food pantry that
serves hundreds.
We will provide housing plus $300/week for 12 weeks.
Interested parties should email Dr. Timothy Faber for more information:

Happy Valentine’s Day!

John Shifflet
196621 Long Branch Rd
Barnett, MO 65011

