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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
Well, Thanksgiving is over. It is a uniquely American holiday, giving evidence of the
Christian principles upon which our nations was founded. After all, to whom would an
atheist or secularist give thanks other than to themselves?
But as we look at our nation today, and at the world beyond, the view is often as bleak as
the weather has been this past week. It is often as difficult to see the light of Christ shining
in our culture as it has been to see the sun shining on these wet, muddy hills covered in
bare oak trees. When we pause to think of it though, the sun is still shining, even when we
can’t see it. And the Son is still shining in our world, even when He is not as evident as we
would like.
Many years ago – about three and a half centuries, at least – people were often faced with
the gloom and despair of their world and the conditions in which they found themselves.
Rather than turning to Prozac and shrinks and other ineffective treatments that
anesthetize the conscience, however, they turned to the Lord as the solution for the ills of
their society…. At least more so than our generation. One of the most popular and beloved
carols of Christmas gives evidence of where our true hope for tomorrow lies . . . the author
is unknown,
God rest ye merry, gentlemen
Let nothing you dismay
Remember, Christ, our Saviour
Was born on Christmas day
To save us all from Satan's power
When we were gone astray
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy

And when they came to Bethlehem
Where our dear Saviour lay,
They found Him in a manger,
Where oxen feed on hay;
His Mother Mary kneeling down,
Unto the Lord did pray.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy

From God our Heavenly Father
A blessed Angel came;
And unto certain Shepherds
Brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by Name.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy

Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
All other doth deface.
O tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy
O tidings of comfort and joy

Did you catch that first verse? Read it again…. Let nothing you dismay; Remember,
Christ, our Saviour was born . . . to save us all from Satan's power when we were gone
astray, O tidings of comfort and joy!!
So when we read the reports of ISIS terrorizing large segments of the world’s population,
and we see the principles upon which our nation was founded corroding away, and sin and
death seem to be winning all around, do not be dismayed. Christ has been born! God has
not forgotten His people or His promise! He came to save us from Satan’s power! And not
just from Satan’s power at work in the world around us, but from Satan’s power within
US, as we have all gone astray….
So, sing praise to the Lord…and with true love and brotherhood embrace one another…
Didn’t Jesus say something about loving one another? The love of Christ demonstrated to
the lost world will do more to win others to Christ than the edgy defensiveness they often
see in us. Embrace the holy tide of Christmas that others deface….

Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

MINISTERS’
CHRISTMAS
DINNER

SPRING FISHING TOURNEY
BEING PLANNED
A Fishing Tournament is being planned
for this Spring.
If you would be
interested in helping to plan this activity
a meeting is being held Thursday,
December 3, at 7:00 PM at the
Associational Office.

Friday, December 4,
6:30 PM
North Shore
Baptist Church
All pastors and wives are free
Other ministers
(associates, retired, etc. are welcome
at a cost of $10.00 per person.)
Everyone must make reservations by
December 1, 2015
By calling the Associational Office
at 392-6591
or emailing millercba@sbcglobal.net
Dinner will be catered by
Mike & Kim Webery

Christmas Events
Eldon First Baptist Church
December 5, 1:00 PM Christmas Give Away, donations of new and gently used
children's clothes and toys appreciated, please bring donated items Friday,
Dec. 4.
December 6, 6:30 PM "Hanging of the Green" service featuring FBC Scene Makers
December 13, 5--7 PM "Night In Bethlehem"--an interactive recreation of the city of
Bethlehem the night of Christ's birth
December 16, 6--9 PM "Tour of Churches" – Ministerial Alliance Fund Raiser to
benefit local community needs.
December 18, 10:00 AM XYZ
December 20, Special Schedule:
9:30 M Breakfast/brunch,
11:00 AM FBC Choir Presentation "Light Out Of The Darkness"
December 24, 6:00 PM , Candle Light Christmas Eve Service
December 27, 6:30 "After Christmas Glow" Family Sing

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AT
AURORA SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
Saturday, December 5 – Pack boxes for shut-ins
Sunday, December 13 – Christmas Program 10:30 AM

REMEMBER OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
ST. ELIZABETH
TUSCUMBIA

DEACON ORDINATION HELD AT SPRING GARDEN
On Sunday, November 15, 2015, Duane Farris and Jeff Hinkle were ordained as Deacons at
Spring Garden Baptist Church. Dr. Timothy gave the charge to the deacons and a fellowship
followed. Pastor at Spring Garden is Kim Keesler.

Jeff Hinkle Pastor Kim Keesler Duane Farris

DEACON CONFERENCE HELD NOVEMBER 6 & 7
Below are pictures taken during the Deacon Conference held on November 6 and 7.
Mt. Carmel hosted the event. Thanks to Walt Pollard for the pictures.

“When we get a right view of the greatness of our God
combined with the right view of the greatness of our
neediness, we will run to Him because He is the only one
who can meet our great need.
-Steve Canfield

November Newsletter
Good morning from beautiful North Carolina! I am currently in Mocksville, NC at the beginning of
my teams 4th Summit Revival of the year. Along with Youth Ministry, I have been taking college classes
online through Liberty University. This has been a busy three months, but I have learned and experienced
so much. I have learned much about God’s grace, forgiveness, and love, and how to apply that to my own
life. I have also created a few crazy and interesting memories that I hope to share during my break!

God has worked greatly in the lives of the members of the last two churches, and I am excited to
see what He will continue to do in the future! The focus of the ministry is God’s Word and His leading. In
the past, there has been a summit that lasted for 6 or so weeks! Life Action allows God to set the schedule
and that is something that has caught my attention. The sermons preached are not focused on emotion,
guilt tricks, or sugar coating God’s message, but instead rely on God’s Word and Spirit to work in the lives
of the individual. I have realized that neither the band nor the revivalists can sing the right songs, say the
right words, or muster up enough emotion to change the lives of people. It is only God’s Word and His
Spirit that can do that. As pastor Dave has told me, “The job of a preacher is to get out of God’s way.” I
have found this to be very true!
God Bless,
Nolan M. Scott

“Revival happens when we get an accurate view of ourselves and an accurate view of
God.”

NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES

Changes in the Air
Happy fall to everyone! Fall weather has arrived in Yerevan, Armenia and we are
starting to see colorful changes in the Armenian countryside. The Father is also
bringing about change in our ministries and in the lives with whom we are working.
“And He changes the times and the seasons; he removes kings and raises up kings; He
gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.” (Daniel
2:21).
One of the changes we have seen is in an open door to work with families who have
children with special needs. Our guest speaker, Jackie Mills-Fernald Stevens, came
this past month to help us provide evaluation and training with teachers and
professionals of special needs children. Please pray for us to get into the hearts and
homes of these families.
Another change has come in the hearts
of our partners in the N village. We
asked about providing some training
opportunities. The leaders were open
to starting some new work. We will be
planning some future projects with
them to reach some new areas, as well
as, ministering to young families. Pray
for knowledge and understanding to be
involved in new opportunities.
A final change that we see is unfolding
within our organization. A voluntary retirement incentive was offered to those who
are 50 years-old or older with 5 or more years of service in order to help to fix
financial problems within our organization. We decided to opt out of this invitation
sensing that the Father is leading us to join him in these new ministry opportunities.
Knowing that change is inevitable, pray that we will follow His leadership in all things.
Without your prayers and giving, we couldn’t continue!
For His Glory,
Keith and Wendy!
November 2015

Dear Youth Leader,
I am the youth leader for the Crossroads Baptist Association in Moberly, MO. We are hosting an
associational Discipleship Now weekend (DNOW) with the churches in our area. This is for students 612 grades. We would like to extend an invitation for other churches to join us. The theme is COLLIDE When someone collides with Jesus their life will be changed forever.
Please call for more info. Lodging available for church groups that cannot commute easily to each
session. There is a limited number of spots available to attend the entire weekend so contact us soon if
you are interested. If you can't attend all weekend make plans to join us Sunday evening for a full
concert by recording artist Moriah Peters and challenging message by Rustin Umstattd. The Sunday
night event is open to all ages.
Details:
Saturday worship sessions to be held at FBC Moberly.
Saturday evening banquet at FBC Huntsville - included in price.
Sunday night worship at Central Christian College Gymnasium.
Speaker: Rustin Umstattd - Former youth pastor now professor at MBTS
Band: Moriah Peters
Cost:$25/Person for the Weekend (Includes Sunday Night + T-Shirt)
Cost: $10/Person for the Sunday night event only
Tickets for Sunday Night can be purchased online at MoriahPeters.Eventbrite.com
Special Group Rates Available for Sunday night
I am attaching the flyer/poster and registration form for the weekend and also for the Sunday night
event. I can send you full size posters if needed. Please feel free to call or email with questions. I can be
reached at 573 825-7164 or you may call our associational office 660 263-7171. We are excited about
what God is going to do in the lives of our students.
Eyes on the prize,
Jason Kramer
CBA Youth Leader

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 3: Fishing Tournament Planning Meeting, Associational Office
December 4: Pastors and Wives Christmas, North Shore Baptist Church
December 5: Christmas Give Away, Eldon FBC
Pack boxes for shut-ins, Aurora Springs Baptist Church
December 6: "Hanging of the Green" Eldon FBC
December 13: Christmas Program – Aurora Springs Baptist Church
"Night In Bethlehem”, Eldon FBC
December 16: "Tour of Churches”, Eldon
December 18: XYZ, Eldon FBC
December 20: FBC Choir Presentation "Light Out Of The Darkness", Eldon FBC
December 24: Candle Light Christmas Eve Service, Eldon FBC
December 27: "After Christmas Glow" Family Sing, Eldon FBC
January 5: Associational Council Meeting – MCBA Office
January 9: Pastor’s Fellowship Breakfast – Blue Springs
January 12: Executive Board Meeting, FBC Iberia
February 11: Associational Valentine Banquet - TBA
February 13: Pastor’s Fellowship Breakfast – Blue Springs
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