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As I learned from the late Ed Teal, the ground in this part of the country is good for growing a new crop of 

rocks every year! I recently picked up 10 gallons of rocks from a small area in my front yard, then put a layer of 

manure/compost over it and reseeded it. While doing so I began to contemplate the differences between 

rocks and stones.  

The simple, boring, answer from most geological sources is the size. A stone is small enough to be moved 

easily, carried about, while a rock is larger, too big to be picked up and moved. But my contemplations led me 

to a more interesting (though accuracy is debatable) concept of the differences other than size.  

First, rocks have no intentional purpose whereas stones have a purpose. Historians and archeologists refer to 

a period of time as the “stone age”. There is no rock age (unless you count the 1970’s-90’s, but that’s a whole 

different matter). But why is the stone age called that? It is when man supposedly began using stones and 

tools, using them for certain purposes.  

Rocks that have no real purpose are random in shape whereas stones are generally shaped. Purpose and 

intentionality led to refining the shape of a rock into a stone. For instance, the great pyramids were bult with 

stone (though definitely too big to be moved easily) shaped to fit together, as are stone walls and buildings. 

Native Americans would shape rocks into arrowheads and other instruments. American Pioneers shaped rocks 

into grindstones and even fence posts. In fact, we use the term “corner stone” rather than corner rock, right? 

By the way remember Jesus is referred to as the corner stone in Ephesians 2.19-22.  

Speaking of Jesus, when He was buried, what was rolled in front of the tomb? A stone. It had been shaped to 

fit the opening in the rock and it had the purpose of closing the grave. It also had the purpose of revealing the 

emptiness of the tomb when Jesus was resurrected.  

Here’s another thing about stones, the Scriptures refer to followers of Christ as living stones being fitted 

together into a building, a spiritual house, as it were….that is, the church. As fitted stones we must recognize 

that God is working on us to “fit us” for His use . . . that is, He is chipping away the parts that make us “unfit” 

for His use. But there is a place for each of us to fit. Have you found your place of service in God’s church? 

Maybe you’re a sill stone, or a corner, or a keystone, or a step, or . . . .  

Still looking for a place to “fit”? In this newsletter you will see a variety of opportunities for service – Sunday 

School, Camp, Vacation Bible School, plumbing, camp . . . .  

Don’t be just a rock, laying in the yard and looked upon with disdain, be a stone, shaped and fitted for God’s 

purpose! 

Your Servant,  

Timothy 

 Dr. Timothy Faber, Director of Missions 

lakeoftheozarksba@att.net 

lakeoftheozarksba.com 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Teaching Conference 

Aurora Spring Baptist Church is hosting our Sunday school Conference on April 17. 

Refreshments will be offered at 8 am with welcoming announcements at 8:30am.  

How this works: You pick 3 workshops: you think fits your needs best 

Each workshop starts at 9, 10, and 11 and are to run about 45 minutes. 

We will have a short closing after the last workshop and plan to be done around noon. 

This is an opportunity to fine tune, retune, jump start a new beginning, or maybe just 

make your Sunday school program more effective or exciting. This is not for leaders 

and teachers alone but anyone interested in making their Sunday school better should 

come. Could you image not just pastors and teachers wanting Sunday school to be 

better, but also those who attend? Getting every member of the Kingdom involved in 

improving Sunday school could make a great difference in the life of a church, no 

matter your size. 

Speakers and workshops available: (Speakers are from the state’s convention on 

discipleship and our DOM) 

*Brad Bennett – Discipleship & Evangelism through Sunday School 

 (Why we have Sunday school and why your church can grow through Sunday school) 

*Dan Gibson - Teaching and Reaching Youth (If only there was a recipe for this!) 

*Brent Longenecker – Teaching for Transformation *(Should be the goal of every 

teacher) 

* Jamie Brown - Children’s Ministry (State leader in this) 

*How to Choose Curriculum – Timothy Faber 

                                                 God bless, 

                                                Bro. Bob Cavanaugh 

                                                Spring Garden Baptist Church 

Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast 

Saturday, April 10, 2021 

 8:30 AM 

Blue Springs Baptist Church 
 

Associational Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 6 

6:30 PM 

Association Office 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13 

7:00 PM 

MT. HERMAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

325 HWY FF, OLEAN, MO. 

347 HWY FF, OLEAN 



Missions Opportunities! 

Locust Mission Project 

We often hear of the “wealth gap” in our culture, but we may not realize how real it is right here in our own lake area. 

While there are homes that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, there are also people living without running water. 

Locus Baptist Church has been allowing folks in their community to come to the church to get water for quite some time, 

and in the summer they open the facility as a “cooling center” on particularly hot days. In their continuing effort to 

minister to their community and show the love of Christ in a practical / tangible way.  

The idea is to provide a shower and a washer and dryer for the folks in the community to use.  The church would be 

open at certain times during the week for this, and the Pastor Bubba Ledford would be there to minister to people and 

share the gospel the with them. Since many in the community do not have indoor plumbing – as mentioned above – this 

is a practical and very “relevant” ministry the church can do for their community. This project could be done in a day 

unless there are unforeseen problems….even then it might still be accomplished in one day. Locust is a small church and 

does not have anyone in their own membership who feels competent to tackle this project.  

The first pic is showing the water heater under the counter in the kitchen where the water lines 

would be hooked up …. 

 The water lines will then run along the wall to the back of the building – past the stove, 

refrigerator, etc….a fairly straight shot . . . .  

When arriving at the back of the building, the shower stall will be put in the corner, in a small 

room to be built (probably after the water lines are run) and the washer and dryer will be there 

also. There is a 4 inch drain in the floor in that corner already….. 

The church also has a larger water heater if someone would be inclined to install that, but would 

require electrical work to set it up for 220. 

The church can/will supply all materials. We just need people who know what 

they’re doing to take care of the plumbing and electrical . . . if there is anyone in 

your church that would be willing to bless one of our sister churches in this 

endeavor I am confident that our Father will bless them in return, and He will be 

honored.   

To volunteer, or to get more information you may contact Bro. Timothy or Pastor 

Bubba Ledford @573-284-9033. 

Mission Trip to Minnesota 

Our Missions Committee working to provide an opportunity for you to be personally involved in missions! Two 

years ago we took a team from the association to Rochester, Minnesota to assist Emmanuel Baptist Church 

with their VBS, and also do some light maintenance / remodeling work on the Minnesota-Wisconsin State 

convention building. We had planned to return last year, but as we all know, 2020 did not go as planned.  

So this year we are planning to return and finish up some work at the state office and also help Emmanuel 

with their VBS once again. The date for this trip is July 24 – 30. If you would be interested in participating in 

this missions opportunity please contact the office. 

 

 



Summer Missionaries  

We have two young ladies from SBU coming to the lake area to serve as summer missionaries this year! 

Jessie Little is from Oklahoma and is a Junior majoring in Intercultural studies. She has previously served at Falls Creek 

and as campus hostess at SBU in addition to Vacation Bible Schools and leading worship. Jessie is also going to be 

spending the fall semester overseas with the International Mission Board.  

Debra Neal is a Sophomore from Pennsylvania majoring in youth ministry. Her prior experiences include work in AWANA 

and Child Evangelism Fellowship, as well as Chick-Fil-A.  

Both of these young ladies are looking forward to what God will do through them this summer and are anxious to serve 

here in our Lake of the Ozarks Association. If you would like to have either or both of these ladies help with Vacation 

Bible School, or any other ministry of your church this summer, please call the office as early as possible or they will 

already be booked. Also, be in prayer for these ladies as they serve among us! 

Intern 

Another young lady from SBU is responding to God’s call on her life and is coming to serve within our 

association. Jordyn Gage is a junior majoring in Social Work and Christian Studies. Originally from the St. Louis 

area, her parents moved to Camdenton a few years ago so she is becoming familiar with the area.   

Jordyn heard about the opportunity to serve as an intern through SBU and our association’s developing 

relationship with the University for student apprenticeships. She will be working with Dan and Marilyn 

Duckworth at the food pantry in Rocky Mount and also earning course credit while she does so. Keep Jordyn 

and the Duckworth’s in prayer also as they minister together. 

 



ME DAY 

Nine of our LOBA churches had hoped to participate in our most recent Ministerial Experience Day on March 7. One 

student, scheduled for Mt. Herman, became quite ill and had to reschedule. But the other eight churches were blessed 

to hear these young men from SBU proclaim God’s Word. FBC Iberia, Hickory Point, Crossroads, Ulman, Aurora Springs, 

Blue Springs, Horseshoe Bend, and Montgomery also had the opportunity to evaluate and encourage these young men, 

preparing them for more effective ministry after graduation.  

We will be having another ME Day in fall. If your church would like to participate please let us know! 

 

Camp 

 

This year’s Children’s camp . . . uh, B.O.O.T. Camp . . . will be July 5 – 9 at Camp P-82 in Rocky Mount. Children attending 

Camp this year will learn about wearing the full armor of God to defend against the schemes of the devil and the evil of 

this world.  

Children who have completed first grade up through 3rd grade will have a two-day camp, July 5-6, for $15. Older children 

3rd grade through 6th grade (yes, third graders get to choose) will have a full week of camp, from Monday the fifth 

through Friday the ninth. The full week of camp will cost $75.  

New for this year is a discount price for families with multiple kids in the full week camp! If you have two kids coming for 

the full week, the second child is only $50. If you have three kids attending the full week of camp, then the 3rd child is 

only $25.  

Even so, we will not turn anyone away because of finances. If you need assistance covering the cost of camp please call 

the office – there is ample scholarship money for anyone wanting to attend camp.  

One thing we do need for camp is staff. The camp committee has been working to fill a lot of the slots necessary for a 

successful camp, but if you would be interested in serving in any capacity – cabin leader, food service, music, nurse, etc. 

– please contact the office and let us know. We can answer whatever questions you may have.  

CAMP REGISTRATION FORMS and CAMP STAFF APPLICATION forms are both available on the association website, and 

printed copies will be available in our April Executive Board Meeting  

  

SAVE THE DATE 

Children’s Camp   

July 5-9, 2021     

Camp P82, Rocky Mount 

Registration forms can be 

located on our web page. 

Mark your calendars now so 

your children will be able to 

attend. 

Pray about being a volunteer. 



 

  

 

April 4: Easter 

April 6: Associational Council Meeting, LOBA Office 6:30 PM 

April 10: Pastor and wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30 AM 

April 13: Executive Board Meeting-Mt. Herman Baptist Church,  325 Hwy FF, Olean, 7:00 PM 

April 17: Associational Sunday School Clinic, hosted by Aurora Springs Baptist Church, 8:00 AM 

April 24: Cruise Around the Lake sponsored by Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, all proceeds go to support the  

                Camendton/Lake of the Ozarks Pregnancy Help Center 

April 30-May 1: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open 

May 8: Pastor and wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30 AM 

May 9: Mother’s Day 

May 28-29: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open 

May 31: Memorial Day 

June 6-10: Aurora Springs VBS 

June 12: Pastor and wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30 AM  

June 13-16: Spring Garden/Mt. Herman VBS at Spring Garden  

July 5-9: Camp at Camp P82 – Registration forms available on our web page 

July 10: Pastor and wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30 AM   

July 11-16: VBS at FBC Iberia, 6:00-8:30 PM 

July 13: Executive Board Meeting 

July 18-23: VBS at Cornerstone Baptist Church, Camdenton 9:00 AM- Noon 

July 25-28: Mission Trip to Rochester MN 

August 14: Pastor and wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30 AM 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

  


