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GIVING THANKS THIS EASTERTIDE
We’ve just celebrated the holiest days of the year, starting with the highs and
lows of Palm Sunday and continuing through Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday … and all the way to Easter!
Because Easter came so late this year, it seemed like we had plenty of time to
get ready, but it was still a crunch at the end. And we never would have been
ready, were it not for all those who stepped forward:
 Gayle Turner, fresh back from a daughter’s wedding, made the frantic
push to get bulletins – two boxes full of bulletins by the middle of
Holy Week! – all printed and put together. She had help, of course,
from office volunteers who come in to answer phones and help keep
the piles straight and tidy.
 Peggy Evans planned, coordinated, rehearsed, and conducted all those
who provided music for the services. And then, of course, there are
all the musicians themselves (who showed up for the extra rehearsals
and/or followed her lead/leadership).
 Altar Guild members added a couple of Saturdays to an already busy
schedule – made busier still by pastoral crises – to make palm crosses,
polish brass and silver, arrange flowers, set up for extra services and
then clean up again afterwards.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net

 Mark Adrian and a crew of volunteers got “down and dirty” to get the
courtyard and grounds ready for the big party to come on Easter.
 And then there were the many, many others who signed up to take
part in reading or serving at one or more of the services. We ate well
– and enjoyed good fellowship together – because of those who
brought something to share on Maundy Thursday or for the party on
Easter morning!
Thanks, one and all. We truly could not have pulled off such wonderful
celebrations without you. May God bless you – as you have so clearly been a
blessing to others – for whole of the Easter season to come!
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FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Ones,
The vestry, and a number of others, are reading Ten Dumb Things Churches
Do, by Philip Wiehe. As our parish starts to move into strategic planning we
need to think deeply about what we do and how we do it. The vestry will be
creating goals and measures for those goals. It is really pretty easy to propose
solutions before we carefully define the question. Clearly we need to grow
and attendance can measure this but what are the actions we will take to
achieve that. Careful questioning will help us select the correct actions.
Wiehe’s book is helping us to question and think more deeply about the
needs of our parish.
Wiehe asks “What is the church selling?” in his chapter on the business.
This is an important question because it gets at purpose. One vestry member
stated she was not comfortable with the term “selling,” but it is good to ask
what we offer (sell) at St. Marks. Wiehe would say we are selling “ministry,
salvation and reconciliation.”
St. Mark’s has stated that it is our mission to proclaim the good news of
God’s love for everyone.
In the April 25, 2011 edition of Time Magazine there is an article about an
Evangelical pastor, Rob Bell. Pastor Bell’s book, Love Wins, questions the
notion of hell. The Time article asked why people need ecclesiastical
traditions if there is no hell. Why not support charities and close up the
church? Pastor Bell replied “But you can not get away from what this Jesus
was and what he is saying to us. The gospel is Jesus’ radical, healing love for
a world that is broken.”
In coming months we will be looking at six core missions: fellowship,
worship, formation, outreach, support and evangelism. One of our tasks will
be to agree on definitions. Arguably, the most difficult definition might be
for the term evangelism.
In our beginning discussions the vestry felt St. Mark’s does pretty well with
fellowship, outreach and worship. In my view, St. Mark’s probably has the
most difficulty with evangelism and formation. Eventually we will be asking
each of you to join the conversation as we work on that strategic plan. How
do we at St. Mark’s actually proclaim that good news? Wouldn’t it be great if
our biggest problem was parking?

Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden
at St. Mark’s.
Please contact her at:
541-773-7286
or email her at:
knilles@clearwire.net

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)
Beverley Brahe
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
Class of 2014
Bill Dames (Jr. Warden)
Susan Ladue
Elliott Meyerding
Francis Plowman

EMERGENCY
PASTORAL
HOTLINE:

541-778-3305
This pastoral
emergency phone is
available whenever the
church office is closed.
Call this cell phone to
access the pastoral care
hotline. This number is
on the outgoing
greeting recording of
the church office
telephone. Call if you
need us!
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FINANCE
FIRST QUARTER FINANCIAL SUMMARY — 2011
MARCH 2011
Actual
Pledge
Income

Budget

2011 YEAR TO DATE
Act/Bud

Actual

Budget

Act/Bud

$ 78,977

$

492

$

1,625

$

293
785

$ 29,166 $ 26,995

$ 2,171

$

79,469

Other Income

$

$

(90)

$

1,918

Total Income

$ 29,618 $ 27,537

$ 2,081

$

81,387

$ 80,602

$

Total
Expenses

$ 30,105 $ 31,395

$ (1,290)

$

95,430

$ 98,240

$ (2,810)

$

$

$ (14,043)

$ (17,638)

$

Net

452

$ 542

(487) $ (3,858)

3,371

3,595

FIRST QUARTER RESULTS
We are slightly ahead of budget for the year to date. This is because our
expenses are less than budgeted, mostly in utilities and maintenance. Of
course, we still have our long time problem - we operate at a loss. Our 2011
budget projects a loss for the year of over $40,000.
Our 2011 budget is basically the same as last year's except we have reduced
the Diocesan Assessment by 25%. This was done to minimize our continuing
losses. We are carrying this amount as an unpaid liability to the Diocese. It
now is about $4,000. Our plan is to pay this in the future when we hope we
have the funds to do so. This was a very a difficult decision, but was the only
option left. As has been mentioned before there is little else that can be done
otherwise to reduce expenses. We rely on our reserves to operate. They will
only cover us for another few years.
These losses are caused by our dwindling numbers. In 2010 we had 141 pledging
units with a total amount of $302,737 pledged ($2,147 / unit). This year we have
127 pledging units with a total of $272,414 pledged ($2,136 / unit).
There is a bit of positive news with which to conclude this report - our
Sunday attendance through March this year is basically the same as last year
( averaging 117 in 2011 vs. 118 in 2010).
Wes Weston – Treasurer
FNC LEASE EXTENSION REQUEST
A request has been received from the Family Nurturing Center to extend
their lease for an additional 10 years. The vestry has asked the Finance
Committee, with the assistance of attorney Bill Deatherage, to work out the
details of how to proceed. We will continue to update the congregation as we
progress.

For more information,
please contact
Kevin Klabunde,
finance administrator,
or Wes Weston, treasurer.

Lion Tales
4

May 2011

OUTREACH
MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT
On Saturday April 9, while the Pear Blossom Festival was blooming, The Medford
Food Project had it’s second pick-up. The second Saturday of every other month,
the Food Project collects the canned and boxed food that neighbors have placed in
green bags on their porch. This time we collected over 14,000 pounds of food for the
twenty food banks that participate. St Mark’s received about 700 pounds of canned
and packaged food that will be given at the Pantry in the weeks to come.
Thanks to all who participate in the Food Project! It's growing and is a huge
success! If you haven’t joined in this simple way of giving to the pantry, ask Pat
Ayers or go to the website at www.medfordfoodproject.com.. We’ll be collecting
again on the second Saturday in June. Thank you!

CYLVIA HAYES & MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT
Cylvia Hayes, Oregon’s ‘First Lady,’ met with neighborhood
coordinators and distributors of the Medford Food Project.
About 40 gathered in St. Mark’s Parish Hall on Monday
afternoon, April 11th and told Ms Hayes about their
experiences of signing up neighbors, collecting the bags of
food and the distribution of food collected on Saturday, April
9th. Ms. Hayes purposely was in the Rogue Valley to learn
about the Medford Food Project coordinated by John Javna of
Ashland. She was very impressed and participated in a
similarity of the Ashland Food Project earlier in the day.

FOOD PANTRY: SHELTERED BY LOVE
On a recent stormy Thursday morning, drenched men, women and children stood
shivering in the courtyard outside the Parish Hall waiting to receive a number so
they could partake of the Food Pantry inside. They huddled together trying to ignore
the pouring rain that ran down their faces as they peered through the windows.
Those inside preparing the items were warm and dry and feeling terrible about the
situation outside, but there was nothing that could be done… Until now.
When ECW (Episcopal Church Women) heard of this plight at their Spring
Luncheon, they voted to purchase two large folding canopies to provide shelter from
future storms and blistering sun. That is the blessing of St. Mark's. Where there is a
need someone fills it and it is done in love. Thanks be to God.

NEW OUTREACH MEMBER — Earl King
Earl King has become a member of the Outreach Committee at St. Mark’s. He is a
semi-retired Merchant Seaman who enjoys Aikido martial arts, canoeing, chess,
hiking and photography. Earl was an instrumental member of a St. Mark’s team
helping build Habitat homes in the Rogue Valley a few years ago. He will be the
liaison between St. Mark’s and Habitat for Humanity in building projects during
2011. Earl and his truck help with the food pantry, too. He lives with his wife,
Victoria, a member of St. Mark’s choir, along with their dog, cat and two chickens.

The Outreach Committee
meets on the first Saturday of
each month.
Our next meeting will be on
Saturday, May 7th
@ 10 AM in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the committee
please call Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
We'd love to hear your ideas!
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NEWS FROM THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER

The Family
Nurturing Center’s
Mission Statement:
Strengthening families
so children can live
safely and develop fully
in their parents’ care.

Life continues to be interesting here at the Center. Once again we have been
gifted – a foundation that has generously supported the Center since its
inception has purchased the little house next door to Dagwell Hall, for use by
the Center to increase capacity and provide our expanded mental health
services with a home. This little house holds tremendous potential for us – an
additional therapeutic classroom, a therapist’s office, and possibly 2
additional treatment rooms.
Each week at the Center brings new referrals; the need for our services
continues to grow.
There are 42 stress factors that can impact a life – impoverishment, hunger,
homelessness, a history of abuse or neglect, unemployment, domestic
violence, alcohol/substance abuse are just a few. Most individuals experience
2 or 3 stress factors at any given time; our families come to the Center facing
an average of 20. We work with our families to provide them the skills, tools,
knowledge and services they need to create nurturing environments within
their homes.
As we ready our new space and determine the best possible usages for it, we
look forward to bringing more children and their families off the wait list and
into our Center-based program.
Thank you – The Family Nurturing Center

PARTICIPATE IN THE PROMISE… Be the Change
Here in our West Medford Promise Neighborhood, things are
picking up steam! We are in the process of creating the design
teams who will shepherd the agencies, community groups, and
organizations specific to their area of concentration through the
process of review, reallocation, and reorganization. The first teams
being organized right now include education, health (mental and
physical), support/social services, infrastructure (transportation/
urban revitalization/economic revitalization), recreation, and
interfaith. Our goal is to have an education program in place in our four
schools – Jackson Elementary, Washington Elementary, McLoughlin Middle
School and Central Medford High School – when students return for the new
academic year in the fall.
If you have expertise in any of these areas and would like to be the change,
please contact Susan Ladue at 541-941-2850 or at susanladue@gmail.com.
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MUSIC NOTES
THANK YOU TO ALL MUSICIANS
A great big thank you to all musicians who helped with the various services
for Holy Week---for Palm Sunday, Taizé, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
Easter Vigil, and Easter. For me, all of your participation made the week even
more meaningful!
FONG-RANDS-STUBSON TRIO: Sunday, May 22 at 3 PM
Our 2010-11 season of Music at St. Mark's ends with Fong-Rands-Stubson
Trio. Doug Fong, cello, Janis Rands, piano, and our own Larry Stubson,
violin will play works by Frank Bridge, Astor Piazzolla, and Frank Martin.
The concert is free and a reception will follow.
DAN GIBBS RECITAL RESCHEDULED: Sunday, May 29 at 3 PM
Because of health problems, Dan Gibbs postponed his senior recital
scheduled on April 16. He will now sing his recital on Sunday, May 29 at the
SOU Music Recital Hall. If you've appreciated his leading our bass section,
you won't want to miss his senior voice recital.

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075

As always, if you have some thoughts about musicians you would like to see
on our Music at St. Mark's series, please let me know.

CONNECTIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
Since our very successful orientation meeting in February, we thank all of you for
the very positive response we’ve received. The Connections steering committee
has been busy compiling a master list of callers and people to be contacted.
If you were one of the volunteers, you should have been contacted by one of the
committee members and should have some people to contact. If you have not
been contacted yet, you will be in the next couple of weeks.
Please start making contact as soon as you can. Then let your steering committee
liaison know so that we may keep track of who has been contacted.

CONNECTIONS
“Connections” is a part of
St. Mark’s Pastoral Care
Commission.

Thank you for your participation in this parish family effort. If you are interested
in joining us please contact one of the committee members: Pam Cartmel,
Bobbie Middaugh, Sherry Marston, Shirley McNair or John Richardson.

Our Parish nurse is
Pam Cartmel.

Again, please start making your contacts very soon. Thank you for helping

Please contact her at:
541-831-0180

The Connections Committee Members

or email her at:
pamcartmel@charter.net
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MAY HAPPENINGS
MOTHER / DAUGHTER LUNCHEON - Saturday, May 7th at 12 NOON
All women of St. Mark's are invited to come for a catered Mother’s Day luncheon in
the Parish Hall. If your mother and/or daughter is in heaven or away, bring her
picture and share memories of her. $10 covers the costs, payable to St. Mark’s.
RSVP to Molly Kerr by May 4th (541-779-9810 or mlkerr7@aol.com).

MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, May 14th at 8 AM
In thinking back to Lent, I was wondering if we should have made a
joint agreement to give up some kind of food. But then I thought about
how hard it might be to reach agreement and also how the idea would
have affected turnout. Be that as it may, Wes Weston and Don Ogren
are plotting how to make red eggs to honor their Alma mater, Cornell.
Email Don at dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend. Hope to see you there.

BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesdays at NOON

DEADLINE
JUNE LION TALES
Thursday, May19th
at 9 AM
Please email all articles,
announcements & photos
to Gayle in the office at
stmarks@connpoint.net.

NEW IN THE PEW
CHRIS & MARGARET BELL

755 Fernwood, Medford 97504

541-690-1162

Chris and Margaret have been married for 47 years and resided in California until
October 2010 when they moved to Medford. They first lived in Southern California
and moved to Calaveras County in 1991 where Chris taught at the community college part time and Margaret was a docent at Calaveras Big Trees State Park. Both
have been active in the Episcopal Church for almost 40 years.
They have one son, Greg, who lives on a farm in eastern Australia (~4 hrs north of
Sydney) with his wife, Jill, and their sons Owen (7 yrs) and Mason (4 yrs). Chris &
Margaret try to visit twice a year & are very thankful for Skype!

IN MEMORIAM
CATHERINE ‘KAY’ BRIEL
February 20, 1919 — April 9, 2011

DONNA LEE NIEDERMEYER
August 4, 1930 — April 11, 2011

ROSE MARIE DONAHOO
April 22, 1927 — April 13, 2011
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

WOMEN’S
RETREAT
We've had a great
response to our query
about spiritual retreats,
and so we are currently
planning a women's
spiritual retreat for either
June or September. If
you are interested in
participating, please
contact Susan Ladue at
541-941-2850 or
susanladue@gmail.com.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS

Holy Week
2011

Top left: Kathy Garrett &
Kit Nilles prepare palm
crosses (4/16).

Palm Sunday (4/17)

Top right: Debra McFadden
prepares the Agape Supper
for Maundy Thursday.
Left: St. Mark’s folks enjoy
the Agape Supper (4/21)
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