Lion Tales

February 2017

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
February 2017

Dear Family of God at St. Mark’s:
As you receive this, we will be only a few days away from the “Renewal of Ministry with the
Welcoming of a New Rector” on Wednesday, February 8. This rite used to be called “The
Celebration of New Ministry and Institution of a Rector” and was focused almost entirely on
the new priest and his or her family, greatly downplaying the ministry of all baptized people
and the fact that ministry had likely long been going on at that parish long before the new
Rector arrived. So, on February 8, we will celebrate our ministry together and you and
Bishop Hanley will formally welcome me as Rector of St. Mark’s. It should be fun!
This formal welcome hopefully reminds all of us that we are to welcome one another and
those new to our congregation each and every Sunday. The Welcoming Committee has
been renamed the “Invite/Welcome/Connect (or IWC) Committee” to both establish and
strengthen the process of inviting, welcoming, and connecting people to St. Mark’s and
also equipping all of us to do this work.

The Rev
Tom Sramek, Jr.
Rector

Inviting
It is said that Episcopalians invite someone to church once every 37½ years. So I feel
confident in noting that it is probably time for most of us to do so! We tell people about
favorite restaurants, good dentists and doctors, and great places to go, but when it comes
to church we are reticent about stepping out and recommending St. Mark’s to others.
Studies also show that 80% of people would attend a church if someone invited them. So,
we will do our best to make St. Mark’s a place that you want to invite people to, and we
hope that you will do the inviting!
Welcoming
As a congregation, we need to be a place to which new people feel welcomed. This
includes our Ushers/Greeters at the church door, clear signage to tell people where to park
and where to find the restrooms, Sunday School rooms, etc… It also involves ALL of us
taking personal responsibility for approaching those who we don’t know and saying “I don’t
think I know you. How long have you been coming to St. Mark’s?” If they are new, you can
welcome them. If they have been coming for a while, you will know that, too!
Connecting
We all want feel connected—whether to our families, friends, or our church. The challenge
we face in today’s busy world is helping people get and stay connected and sustain the
relationships that keep a church healthy. Small groups (Bible study, book group, etc..) and
jobs to do help, but we also need to be looking out for one another and, if we don’t see
someone in church for a couple of Sundays in a row, take it upon ourselves to call or at
least email that person and check on them. It is much easier for you to notice someone
missing than for me to do so! If the person needs to talk to me, please refer them and let
me know.
I invite you to spend the four Sundays in February intentionally thinking about your own
connection to St. Mark’s (or lack thereof?) and commit to strengthening that connection and
establishing and strengthening relationship with newcomers. The more, the merrier!
Blessings,
-- Tom+
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Senior Warden’s Letter….Susan Ladue
Beloved,
By the time you read this, you will know – IF you attended
the Annual Meeting! - that I am once again your Sr.
Warden. (I hope you didn't just shudder!)

Wardens of
St. Mark’s
Susan Ladue

Senior Warden
Please contact her at:
susanladue@gmail.com

Or 541-941-2850
Susan Doyal

Junior Warden
541-772-0997 or

susandoyal@hotmail.com

As always, I will hope that the Spirit shapes me, hope that
Jesus leads me, and hope that God anoints me with
wisdom and compassion all for the betterment of you.
Thank you and thanks Tom and the Vestry for your
confidence and your eternal hope that I won't muck things
up too much!
By the time you read this, Tom will have been with us six months going on
seven. I don't know about you, but it feels to me like he's been here forever, and
that's a very good thing. I think our nickname for him should be “Seamless” as
that has been how he has fit into our lives. Without even a shoehorn needed!
On February 8th, a Wednesday, we will join together to mark Tom's Celebration
of New Ministry. I hope you can be here for that. I know that is problematic for
some who can't get out at night, especially in winter, but if you can be there, I
hope you will be. (If you really want to be there, but can't figure out how, call me
at 541-941-2850 – and we'll try to work it out.)
Bishop Michael will be joining us along with a passel of priests current and
retired and that's always fun, and the ECW will host what I know will be a
wonderful reception afterwards, but the true kernel of the evening will be the
official institution of Tom as our priest. A ceremony of great portent, as it marks
the turning point in congregational life.
I like 'marking' a turning point here at Mark's. Seems like something we should
do somehow.
Tom is thinking of an alternative version of the Celebration, one which focuses
more on the congregation than the priest. So him! I like that as it includes a
reaffirmation of our Baptismal vows.
Nothing could be more suited to our new life with Tom. So brush up – the
Renewal of Baptismal Vows starts on page 292 of the BCP! It would be nice for
our voices to join and thunder up to God in thanksgiving and praise and
gratitude for the wonderful new life we have.
Love and blessings and thanks for all that you do and all that you are, my
beloved parish family!

Susan
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View from the Vestry….Jay Mathisen

February 2017

Financials
 Finance Manager Roger Hercl provided a comprehensive Financial Report for
December and gave a verbal overview highlighting the key points of the December
financials, which the Vestry approved;
 A 2017 Pledge Update was provided and reviewed;
The 2017 Budget was provided, discussed, and approved, with a thank you to the
Budget Committee;
Music Minister Search Committee
The Music Minister Search Committee is meeting; they will incorporate the input
from the Worship Summit held last Sunday, and draft a Job Description that will be
presented at the Annual Meeting;
Core Ministry Report: Formation
An update was provided on the Forums and the Book Group; the Vestry discussed doing a formal acknowledgment of the Sunday School teachers, and the
possibility of having them do a Forum;
Parish Goal Report: Emphasizing Children/Youth/Family Ministries
The Vestry discussed possible future opportunities to partner with the Family Nurturing Center and other neighbors; ideas for more inter-generational activities were
briefly explored;
Safety & Security Update
An update was given on the status of the security cameras, fencing access to the
alley, and a security screen door on the back porch of Hafer House;
The Vestry approved St. Mark’s affiliating with the new Mercy’s Gate Referral
Center that will be of more assistance to people in need than we can provide; Mercy’s Gate can track and triage resources to prevent “church hopping.”
Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting is next Sunday, and all who provide Core Ministry reports are
reminded to get their reports in to the office asap.

Vestry Retreat Planning...Aloha!!!

Page 3

Children’s Formation…….Pam Boston
February is an important month for our parish,
with the Celebration of a New Ministry
on Feb. 8th.
In conjunction with that, families and individuals are invited to
make a “Faith Chest” during coffee hour on Feb. 5th. To
quote “Building Faith” website: “As children and teens grow in
the Christian faith they will collect meaningful items along the way…Setting
aside a dedicated place for these special items can make a big difference
to a child, teen or adult. A faith chest is a great way to keep the physical
reminders of a faith journey together in one place…A faith chest allows us
to look back, as often as we need, at the parts of our spiritual lives.” If you
or your family are interested in making a Faith Chest, please call Pam
Boston (h: 541-479-0452, c: 541-218-9258 or email:
pamelaboston5@gmail.com). She will purchase the supplies needed. Or
feel free to bring your own box and participate in the project.
In Sunday School, the Elementary Class will be doing some basic Bible stories
and some stories about Jesus’ life. Ellie Hilton, Kate Choi and Shantel Mackey
will lovingly show the children the vastness of God’s love to his people. Please
pray for our children as they glimpse God’s love for each of them.
The Youth Class has moved downstairs. We now are sharing the choir room.
This month we continue our study of stewardship. We will continue “You’ve Got
the Power: Stewardship of Ourselves and Our Bodies” and then start “You’ve Got
the Power: Stewardship of Our Talents and Spiritual Gifts”. Please pray for our
youth as daily they face the onslaught of peer pressure, new ideas and new world
views. Please pray that they will keep in mind who they are and Whose they are.
The sign-up sheet to help with Sunday School is on the bulletin board as you walk
out of the sanctuary. Please feel free to sign up for either class. We would love to
have your help.
As always, Kate, Ellie, Shantel and I are grateful for your loving support and
encouragement. Thank you.
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The Family Nurturing
Center Needs Volunteers!
We are looking for compassionate caring
people who want to make a
difference in the lives of some of the
neediest children in Southern Oregon!
Come play in our therapeutic classrooms!
Come hold little babies!
Come read books with toddlers!
You can change the life of a child today!
For more information, call our office at (541) 779-5242

Pear Blossom Parade
It’s time to strike up the
Band Again at St. Mark’s!
“A Century of Caring” will be St. Mark’s theme for
the Pear Blossom Float and Booth.
Come join the fun, share your ideas and helping
hands at a planning gathering on Februrary 24th
at 11:00 a.m. at Hafer House.
Any questions, call Susan Doyal 541-772-0997.

Page 5

Parish Nurse Update…………….Nancy Miles

HEALTH AND HEALING FORUM
FEBRUARY 12, 2017
9:10 AM

Nancy Miles
Serves the people of
St. Mark’s as parish
nurse.
Contact Nancy at:
541-621-8839

Did you know that GLAUCOMA, MACULAR DEGENERATION and
CATARACTS are the most common vision problems faced as
we grow older? Dr. Brendan Butler from the Medical Eye Center is
coming to St. Mark's to share his expert knowledge on the etiology
and treatment of these conditions. Please mark your calendars and
come to hear the most current thoughts in these specialized areas of
ophthalmology.

or email her at:
nancy42miles@gmail.com

Welcome
Your
Friends
The best way to evangelize and grow is to invite your friends to
church. The simplest, most effective way to grow is for one person
to invite one person. Perhaps your friend is interested in the Folk
Service at the end of the month, or maybe the community garden, or
the food pantry, or the Family Nurturing Center, or the Book
Group. Maybe you would like to take your friend to lunch after the
service. As they say, Just Do It. So, please start by inviting just one
friend.

Bill Dames, Welcoming Committee
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Announcements & Opportunities

February 2017

Renewal of Ministry
and Welcoming of a New Rector
Wednesday, February 8 at 7 p.m.
Reception follows in Parish Hall

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 28 from 5 to 7 p.m.
Parish Hall

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, March 1
Noon
Ash Wednesday Liturgy
with Imposition of Ashes

7 p.m.
Holy Eucharist and Ash Wednesday Liturgy
with Imposition of Ashes
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St. Mark’s Outreach
Changing of the Guard for Outreach
After years of serving as the Chairperson of the Outreach Commission, Pat
Ayres stepped down at the end of 2016. Outreach will now be co-chaired by
Marilyn Myers and Kathy Garrett.
Marilyn Myers &
Kathy Garrett
Co - Chairperson
Outreach Committee

We would like to thank Pat for her many wonderful years of service as both a
member and the chairperson, we are blessed that she will remain a
committee member. Pat led Outreach with a great conviction and passion for
helping others and always kept us grounded in prayer and service.

To start the new year, Outreach will be having a retreat on February 18th in
Contact her, at:
the Parish Hall from 9:00 AM to 3:00PM. This year’s retreat will have both
541-608-7653
a spiritual as well as a discernment and planning component. If anyone has
Outreach Committee: been interested in joining our committee this would be a perfect time. Join us
on February 18th to see what we are all about and help us plan for the future.
Pat Ayers
Kathy Garrett
The day will include a centennial breakfast and lunch. Call or email Marilyn
Barbara Holley
(541-890-8074 marilyn@myersteamreo.com) or Kathy (541-899-5704
Marilyn Myers
kgarrett@archive-cd.com).
Jerry Nilles
Rita Shale

Lenten Project
This year’s Lenten Project sponsored by the Outreach
Commission will be raising awareness and funds for
Hope Village. Hope Village will be a safe place for
people experiencing homelessness to live while they work
with a case manager to strengthen the quality of their lives
and find hope.
Hope Village will be a small community located at 822 N. Columbus of seven
tiny duplexes with shared facilities to include restroom, shower, laundry and
kitchen plus a group gathering area. Homeless men, women and couples will
be able to live in the community while they work with a case manager on
ways to get off the street and back into society. Hope Village is a true
collaboration of Rogue Retreat, St Vincent, Jackson County Homeless Task
Force and homeless individuals. The village should be ready for occupancy
in the next few months and completed by the end of the year.
More information to follow soon. The Lenten project reflects how we are of
service in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and look to the text of Matthew
25:40 :
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
me.”
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ECW Update
Ladies of St. Mark's:
We're off to a great start in 2017. We have several
exciting things planned for this year and you will be
hearing all the details of each one as they are about to
happen.
1. ECW is hosting the reception on February 8 following the Celebration of New
Ministry service for Rev. Tom. Chef Heather Kerr-Moores will be making one of
her fabulous cakes for this honorable occasion. Remember her recent Epiphany
spice cake with the Three Wisemen following the star depicted on it? Yummy.
2. ECW will be doing a rummage sale to raise funds for the Outreach
Committee which lost some of their funding for 2017. We voted at the
Holiday Luncheon to donate $500 of our present funds to them. Please start
setting aside items for this awesome sale!
3. Rev. Tom suggested we do a Holiday Bazaar this holiday season. Be
thinking of things you can contribute to this exciting venture. More on this later...
4. Something elegant is coming! Following Easter celebrations, ECW will
be hosting a Springtime Tea with parishioners decorating tables like we've
been doing at our Advent Tea after Lessons and Carols which was canceled
this year. This Tea will stand on it's own, not part of any other church event and at
a time of year when we aren't running ourselves ragged with holiday events and
responsibilities making it difficult to find time to prepare and gather table
decorations. More on this later...
5. There will be more ECW luncheons throughout the year that you won't want to
miss! Watch for them.
These are just some of the things planned. You will be informed if we dream up
anything else, which could happen!
Blessings to all and may God keep you safe,

Molly
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE...BARBARA HOLLEY
We have closed our 2016 calendar year only $200 short of a balanced
budget. Yeah for us. That is two years in a row!

Jan Martin
Treasurer
Chairperson
2015 Finance
Committee
Please contact her :
Barbra@hollywoodfarm.com

Roger Hercl, CPA
Accounting Manager
Email:

rhercl@charter.net

However, as I warned you last year, our balanced budget was due to extreme
expense cutting measures and a part-time priest. We have now proven that
we can’t afford a full-time priest without a major change: Significant
fundraising, many more pledging members and/or higher pledges, or dipping
into our reserves year after year.
We are not the only Diocesan church in this quandary and are lucky to have
so many choices. We are also fortunate to have the leadership of Rev. Tom
to help us to make these difficult decisions.
This message is my last act as chairman of the Finance Committee. Looking
back at my tenure, I am over-whelmed by the support I have received from
the parish at large and the committee. I trust that St Marks will make the right
decisions because we have become a strong body enveloped in Christ’s love
and support.

Don Ogren
Treasurer
Please contact him:
dogren@mac.com
Committee
members:

Roger Hercl
Barbara Holley
Cal Lanfear
Lyn McConnell
Don Ogren
Betsy Sharp
Jan Shipley

Barbara
The following was presented at the 2017 Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 29
by Roger Hercl, Accounting Manager. Please direct any questions regarding the
2016 numbers to him and regarding the 2017 budget to either Jan Martin,
Treasurer, at ms.jan.martin@gmail.com or to Rev. Tom at rector@stmarksmedford.org
2016 Budget

2017 Budget

Income
Plate Offerings
Regular Givers
Pledge Payments
Other Income

$8,600
$38,956
$200,052
$34,300

$25,024
$0
$200,328
$28,339

$26,000
$8,000
$203,000
$28,900

TOTAL Operating Income

$281,908

$254,491

$265,900

Expenses
Diocesan Assessment
Personnel Expenses
Indirect Personnel Expenses
Office Expenses
Building and Grounds
Worship and Education
Music
Outreach
Pastoral Care
Other Expenses
TOTAL Operating Expenses
Net Gain (Loss)
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2016 Actual

$49,644
$136,896
$18,807
$18,600
$41,200
$2,550
$1,834
$7,200
$750
$4,427

$49,644
$116,314
$17,571
$15,268
$39,803
$1,508
$1,777
$7,300
$260
$5,220

$44,478
$130,928
$44,134
$14,540
$41,229
$1,850
$2,750
$9,000
$550
$6,400

$281,908

$254,665

$295,859

$0

$174

($29,959)

A History Moment….HistorianJulie Drengson,

February 2017

Happy 25th Anniversary to the Bond Organ!!
The installation of the organ in February 1992 was the culmination
of a five-year project, as part of the remodeling of the sanctuary. It
was built by Bond Pipe Organs, Inc. of Portland, and built for the
space, to play service music as well as a variety of organ
literature.
The organ case is made of solid madrone wood, which is
indigenous to southern Oregon and northern California. The music
rack is made of madrone burl and rosewood. The white keys of
the manual are made of cow bone and the black keys of ebony.
The pedal board is made of oak and ebony.

Historian:
Julie
Drengson

Dr. Margaret Evans was hired as a consultant for the organ
project. Dr. Evans was the professor of Organ in the Music
Department of SOU. She was also the Music Director for Trinity Episcopal Church
in Ashland. As our consultant she planned various open house activities and
concerts for the new organ, once it was delivered to the church, assembled,
voiced and tuned. The very first open house was in Portland, at the Bond Studio,
which Dr. Evans and Rev. David Close flew up for on Jan. 26. The organ was
driven down and arrived Feb. 3. A number of us showed up to watch the
unloading of the pieces, and it was interesting to see the tops of the pews
covered by pipes. The organ was assembled and voiced during the next two
weeks, and was ready to be played for the first time Feb. 23.
April 12 was the first local Organ Open House, and on April 26 there was an
Evening Prayer service followed by a special concert showing the organ in
worship. On May 17 there was a concert for a Festival of American hymns. The
two major concerts were a Moveable Joint Concert, on Oct. 4, with First
Presbyterian who had their own pipe organ installed early in the year. It started at
St. Mark's then moved to First Presbyterian, with choir and organ pieces that
showed off the special properties of each organ. The dedicatory concert for the
Bond organ was on Oct. 25 with David Dahl, from Pacific Lutheran University.
The Bond organ replaced the pipe organ that had been built by Pilcher & Sons
and installed in 1928, a special project of St. Mark's first rector, Rev. William
Hamilton. Teresa Bergh played the farewell concert for the pipe organ May 20,
1991, and it was then disassembled and donated to the Church of the Holy Spirit,
Albany.
Before the new pipe organ was installed, the church purchased an electronic
organ that was used, and then given to St. Martin's, Shady Cove. The first
organist for our new organ accompanied our choir which was directed by James
Walley, choir director at Crater High School.
A little something to think about as we enjoy the music this wonderful instrument
makes and contributes to our worship experience.
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St. Mark’s Updates
Margaret Dials

541-855-1851

margaretdials@gmail.com

Barry Johnson

619-261-6367

bjjune@att.net

Larry Kerr

541-779-9810

mllkerr7@aol.com

T

Susan Ladue

541-941-2850

susanladue@gmail.com

R

Jan Martin

408-903-5358

ms.jan.martin@gmail.com

Jay Matheson

541-301-1241

alexjaym@gmail.com

Debra McFadden

541-324-9451

dmcfad1006@aol.com

Emily Miller-Francisco

541-488-9816

emillfran@msn.com

Kit Nilles

541-864-9973

kathryn.nilles@gmail.com

Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr

408-605-0349

S

Y
2017

Sr. Warden

Treasurer

Clerk

Junior Warden

rector@stmarks-medford.org

Sunday Coffee Hours
We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others
to celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two
services. Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each
other after services and a way to welcome visitors and new people
to the parish. The coffee and hot water are always on so the hosting
of the coffee hour is providing whatever food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice)
that each host wishes to share. The Sign up sheet is on the Parish
Hall bulletin board.

Miller
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Use your imagination and plan a theme! Perhaps a commission
would like to sponsor a coffee hour, feature what your ministry
does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact Kit
Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.

Opportunities!

February 2017

Giving up a Printed & Mailed Newsletter for Lent
This year, Lent begins on March 1 and, like many people do, St.
Mark's is giving something up for Lent: the printed and mailed
newsletter you now hold in your hand. Why would we do this?
Several reasons:
1) Most people have Internet access and thus are both receiving the weekly
announcement sheet and are able to access the newsletter online.
2) Those not able or wanting to access it online will still find paper copies
available at the back of the church.
3) The handful of people who cannot attend church often enough to get the paper
copy of the newsletter in a timely manner AND cannot access it online may
request that it be mailed to them.
4) It is likely that members receive the newsletter, peruse it, and then recycle it
within 24 hours, making a paper newsletter just one more piece of rapidly
recycled mail.
5) Printing, assembling, and mailing a monthly newsletter uses thousands of
sheets of paper, costs thousands of dollars, and takes hundreds of volunteer
hours per year--paper, money, and time that might be better used in other ways.

Formation
Programs:
Susan
Ladue
Co-ordinator
541-941-2850

Forum
Sunday
School
Book Group
Bible
Studies
Library

So, your March and April newsletters will be available electronically, a limited
number printed and available at church, and mailed out only at the request of
members. Such requests, questions, or other feedback may be directed to June
Johnson at the church office at (541) 773-3111 or office@stmarks-medford.org.
We will evaluate this new way of distributing the newsletter in mid-April and
decide whether to continue it or revert to the current printed and mailed
newsletter. As always, thank you for your flexibility!
Blessings,

--Tom+

Players for Christ Folk and Gospel Group
Singers and instrumentalists needed!
Willing hearts, voices and instruments!
For more information
Contact Jan Martin at
Cell: 408-903-5358 or ms.jan.martin@gmail.com
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Life at St. Mark’s

Epiphany Party
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Life at St. Mark’s

February 2017
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

and also on Facebook

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number
and addresses so we have the correct information in our database.
Email: office@stmarks-medford.org or call 541-773-3111

HERE BEGINS THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
(Mark 1:1)

IN MEMORIAM
Elliott Eugene Meyerding, M.D.
May 15, 1951 - January 19,2017

Mission Statement 2015
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Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

