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The Rev  

Canon  

Linda 

Potter 

Interim  

Rector 

 

Lion Tales 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
February 2016 

The Anglican Communion 

Perhaps you have read recently about the meeting that took place in Canterbury England with the Primates 
(head Bishops from the various Anglican provinces).  Much has been written about the sanctions that have 
been imposed upon the Episcopal Church.  I don’t presume to know all the ins and outs of this issue so I 
offer to you a couple of resources that I have found helpful in sorting out what has been said and done.  This 
excerpt comes from the blog of the Rt. Rev. Dan Edwards of Nevada.  You can go to his blog to read the full 
account.  http://bishopdansblog.blogspot.com/ 

“THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION UNPACKED: WHAT DID THE PRIMATES DO TO US? 

Here is a message from Bishop Curry about the Primates Meeting. https://www.facebook.com/episcopalian/
videos/10155010038437925/?pnref=story The best explanation of what transpired this week is in this blog 
post. http://abmcg.blogspot.com/2016/01/no-episcopal-church-has-not-been.html  It is straightforward, co-
herent, and accurate, but many readers who are unfamiliar with the workings of the Anglican Communion 
(and that would be most of the world) may need even a bit more context in order to makes sense of it all. I 
want to help with that. So here goes. 

What happened this week?  

The Primates Meeting is one of the instruments of communion. Six of the Primates threatened to walk out 
(thereby impairing but not completely breaking communion with the rest of us) unless the Episcopal Church 
was sanctioned — the desired sanction being to exclude Bishop Curry from the meeting. The Primates just 
were not going to do that. But in order to placate the six angry Primates and get them to remain part of the 
Primates Meeting, a majority of the Primates voted to exclude us from working on committees for three 

years. So, in terms of our relationship status within the Anglican Communion: 

1. We are still in communion with the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

2. We attended the last Lambeth Conference and will attend the next one. Some of the Provinces who are 
angry over women’s ordination and LGBTQ inclusion did not attend the last Lambeth but we did and there is 
no plan to disinvite us or for us to miss it. 

3. We are still part of the Primates Meeting, which was unanimously affirmed by the Primates this week. 
Even the six angry Primates agreed to that. 

4. We are still represented on the ACC. After the Eugene Robinson controversy, the Primates asked us to 
absent ourselves from the ACC for three years. We did. That was a much bigger deal than being excluded 
from committees. But we did it. We then returned and carried on as before. 

5. Networks are not officially “instruments of communion” but they are where the mission of the Communion 
is actually carried out so they may matter as much or more than the official instruments of communion. We 
are still part of the networks.  

6. Partnerships are relationships between dioceses in different provinces. This knits us together even more 
than networks.  

…….Our union in Christ does not depend on committees but on our love of God and service to God’s people 
in common mission.  

We are in the media limelight this week as a result of the Primates’ action.     One thing I am seeing in the 
media does disturb me. Some Episcopalians have reacted by calling on The Episcopal Church to withdraw 
funding from the Anglican Communion. I understand the hurt that lies behind such a response. But I am dis-
appointed that we have so utterly failed to teach stewardship. We don’t give or withhold the money God has 
entrusted to us in order to exercise power or claim status. Our commitment to the Five Marks of Mission is 
far more important that any pique we feel about not being appointed to committees on a temporary basis.  

http://bishopdansblog.blogspot.com/
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Warden’s Report…….Junior Warden 
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WARDENS OF  

ST. MARK’S 

 

Penny Klabunde  

Senior Warden   
Please contact her at:  

pennyklabunde@gmail.com 

 Or 541-690-2855. 

 

Susan Ladue 

Junior Warden  
Please contact her at: 

susanladue@gmail.com 

Or 541-941-2850 

Beloved, 

My message to you this month is brief, but I hope, uplifting and clear in the 

great love for you I craft it with. 2015 was a year of great importance and shift 

for St. Mark’s. As we rounded the bend into 2016, I could not help but marvel 

at the grace and faith with which each of you grappled with change while 

celebrating our community and communion. Thank you. I hope that you will 

join me in seeing 2016 as a year of immeasurable possibility. The past is past, 

but thanks be to our God, our future begins today.  

Blessings and love always, 

     Susan  

Continued from Page one 

The Anglican Communion 

I  am confident the Episcopal Church will turn the other cheek and continue to 
support the Anglican Communion. If any of your people talk of withholding 
money from Canterbury, please urge them to prayerfully reflect on Philippians 
2: 1-17; Luke 23: 34; Colossians 3:13.    

 

Even in our congregations and dioceses, we continue to deal with the basic 
problem of people using money and power to enforce their moral perspective. 
At stake is a fundamental question of the world's ways of wealth/ power versus 
relationality as opposing ways we might seek to influence each other. The 
Church has a duty to show "by word and example" the superiority of the 
Sermon on the Mount way. We will better lead in the Communion by modeling 
the way of Jesus extending forgiveness rather than retaliation -- particularly in 
the context of wealthy Americans using wealth against Provinces that are so 
poor. I believe the dynamics in the Communion are not really about sexuality. 
At Lambeth the African bishops demonstrated little interest in the subject. It is 
actually a protest arising out of a sense of powerlessness, a legacy of Western 
imperialism. Assertions of wealth/power by us would only deepen that divide 
and further entrench them. 

 

     This small token of ostracism should teach us compassion for them and 
deepen our resolve to extend healing through full inclusion. The calling of this 
moment is to grow our compassion.”  Bishop Dan Edwards – Diocese of 
Nevada 



       `               

Page 3 

View from the Vestry…... 

The agenda was adjusted to meet with a group of parishioners who came to the 
meeting to present their views about the resignation of Dr. Margaret Evans in December 
2015. The parishioners presenting their view were the following: Sue Bates, Earl King, 
Victoria King, Elliott Meyerding, Karen Meyerding and Rita Shale. Their view, in summary, 
was that music at St. Mark’s, in all its forms cannot exist without Dr. Evans. They 
proposed an arbitration between Dr. Evans and the Vestry be conducted. Their desired 
outcome being the rehiring, for the Music Director Position, of Dr. Evans. The vestry will 
discuss their comments and recommendation at the February Vestry meeting. 

The 2015 year ended in the black for St. Mark’s.  

The budget for 2016 was the main discussion item scheduled on the agenda. The 
Budget Committee presented the budget for consideration which is a balanced budget 
again in 2016. After a lengthy discussion the proposed budget was approved. It was 
presented to the parish at the Adult Forum and then at the Annual meeting. 

Forward in Faith This year became a holiday stewardship campaign. The ingathering 
was held on St. Nicholas Day which was appropriate in the tradition and celebration of gift 
giving. By the end of 2015 we had received 75 pledges with a total dollar amount slightly 
over $200,000. Our goal this year is 105 pledges. The reminder mailing went out in 
conjunction with Epiphany. A few more have come in during the month and  more coming 
soon! 

Check the poster in the Parish which shows where we are in the campaign. We are 
roughly 75% to our goal of 105 pledges. Please join the Vestry and others in making the 
commitment to St. Mark's and our exciting new future our faith community and spiritual 
home. Except the challenge to pledge your support to St. Mark’s. 

Outreach The Pantry is being headed up by Jerry Nilles. Many new people have 
stepped up to assist in the management of the Pantry. Look for announcements about 
particular areas where help is needed in the Weekly updates, church bulletins and the 
Newsletter. 

Sock It To Me Campaign was a smashing success collecting 333 pairs for the Maslow 
teens. 

Pear Blossom Parade Float  The welcome Committee is organizing an entry in to the 
Pear Blossom Parade. More information will be available soon.  

Campus Security Update   Margaret Dials arranged for two Medford Police 
Department Community Service officers to me with parishioners about security issues. 
They shared a lot of information and offered suggestions for working with the police more 
effectively for our security. We will post the non-emergency number to call if they are 

needed to assist us. 

Search   The Community Ministry Portfolio Information and Narrative are completed 
and were approved by Canon Neysa over the weekend. The Ad   is complete and 
approved by Canon Neysa over the weekend. The ad will be posted next week. The 
development of interview questions and formats begins next week as well. 
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MARILYN MYERS & 

PENNY KLABUNDE 

Representatives 
for St. Mark’s on 
the Family 
Nurturing Center 
Board. 
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The Family Nurturing Center started 

classes for the new year on Monday 

January 4th after taking a nice holiday 

break at the end of December. During 

the break we achieved the fabulous feat 

of moving our large Clothing Closet 

downstairs into the room right next to 

the office! We’ve reorganized and 

added more racks for clothing, and 

while the new room is slightly smaller, 

we see this as a good thing because it 

will help keep us organized! This move 

makes our Clothing closet more 

accessible to our client parents who 

participate in classes at FNC and to community members who can’t get up the stairs in our 

building. It’s also a much closer drop off location for those who want to donate clothing, toys, 

books, and other items! Our next part of the plan is to replace our old washer and dryer with a 

side by side washer and dryer so that we can wash donations as they come in and give them out 

to families faster and more efficiently.  

 

Family Nurturing Center Update…..Colette Pare-Miller 

SHROVE TUESDAY  

FEBRUARY 9
TH

 

5:30 – 7:30 PM 

 

 

Cooks and helpers: 

John Richardson, Jerry Nilles, Barry Johnson and friends 

 

Come join in the festivities before Lent begins. 

 

Monetary donations gladly received 

 

Questions, please contact the church office – 541-773-3111. 
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Parish Nurse—Nancy Miles 

This month I am stressing the importance of Blood Pressure control. The 

higher your blood pressure, the higher your risk of stroke, heart attack, 

damage to eyes and kidneys and dementia.  Hypertension (high blood 

pressure) is one of the largest single causes of mortality.  The ideal blood 

pressure (BP) is 120 (systolic)/80 (diastolic). There has been recent debate 

on accepting 140 systolic in the elderly. To refresh your memories systolic 

readings reflect the pressure in the artery when your heart muscle contracts and the diastolic 

pressure reflects the pressure when your heart is at rest. 

Persistent high BP puts extra strain on your arteries and your heart.  Over time, this strain can 

cause the arteries to become thicker, less flexible and weaker. They will become more narrow, 

leading to clot formation and thus injury to major organs dependent on a good blood supply. 

Rarely the artery becomes so weak that it will burst. 

The incidence of hypertension and CHD (coronary heart disease) increases with age. Dr. Sarah 

C. Jarvis reported that by reducing BP to 140mmHg systolic many benefits were seen in 

hypertensive patients after just six months, including 24% reduction in cardiac events, 40% 

reduction in stroke and 21% reduction in all-cause mortality. 

Seven steps to help lower BP: (1) Get to and stay at a healthy 

weight. Try...more fresh fruit and vegetable snacks, more water or 

club soda with a lemon wedge, unbuttered popcorn, rice cakes, 

fresh poultry, fish, meat (rather than smoked, 

canned or processed), free to low-fat yogurt, and rice, pasta, hot cereals 

cooked without salt. Many physicians recommend the DASH diet. (2) Take 

your Blood Pressure medicines daily. (3) Eat less salt. Read food labels and 

aim to eat less than 1500 mg of sodium/day. (4) Be ACTIVE, walk as much as 

you can. Wear a pedometer and see if you can increase your number of steps 

each day. (5) Stop smoking (6) Frequently monitor your blood pressure and keep a record. (7) 

Reduce stress..pray, meditate, listen to soothing music, get a massage. 

Regarding Medications:  Only you and your physician can decide which 

medication (or combination of medications) is going to best help you maintain a 

healthy blood pressure. So enter into a discussion about each type of medication 

and then determine which should be your first-line of treatment.  There are 4 

types:  ACE inhibitor or ARB), beta blocker, calcium channel blocker and thiazide 

diuretics.  Sometimes using relatively small doses of more than one type can keep side effects 

low and still reap the benefits of the medications. Possible side effects:  Thiazide diuretics-

impotence, gout, risk of diabetes; Beta blockers-tiredness, shortness of breath, dizziness, cold 

hands and feet; Calcium channel blockers-ankle swelling, flushing, palpitations; ACE 

inhibitors-dry cough; ARB-fewer side effects, usually well tolerated. 

Blood pressure screenings are offered at St. Marks in the Fellowship Hall at 9:10 AM 

usually on the last Sunday of the month.  Watch for notices in the Sunday bulletin, 

the weekly on-line posts and the "Blood Pressure" sign in the flower bed at the foot 

of the stairs. Blood pressures are monitored behind the privacy screen in the Hall. 

 

IMPORTANT: February 7th Forum...Guest Speaker, Dr. John Forsyth, from 

COHO (Choosing Options Honoring Options) will be here to define and explain the differences 

between Advanced Directives and the POLST, both of which are of the utmost 

importance.  You won't want to miss this presentation. 

NANCY MILES  

Serves the people of   

St. Mark’s as parish 

nurse. 

 

Contact Nancy at: 

541-621-8839 

or email her at: 

nancy42miles@gmail.com    

mailto:nancy42miles@gmail.com
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Music Notes 

Linfield College Concert Choir  

Tuesday, February 2
nd

 7:30 pm – St. Mark’s is pleased to announce that we will be hosting the 

Linfield Concert Choir from McMinnville, OR. This concert choir is the premier choral organization 

for all qualified singers at Linfield College. This choir of 35 students will be traveling on a 

performance tour through Southern Oregon and San Francisco to engage with communities 

through music and singing, and to share and expand understanding of music and its unique power 

to serve, communicate, and impact community outside the classroom. A free will offering for the 

concert choir will be taken the night of the concert.  If you are interested in helping to provide 

supper for the student choir in the parish hall at 6:00 pm that night, and/or to provide 

overnight accommodations for these students, please contact the office at office@stmarks-

Sunday, February 7
th

 Music Ministry Conversation  

Following the 10:00 AM service (11:30 am – 1:30 pm approximately).  The Rev. Carol Sedlacek, 

Diocesan staff member and Convener of the Diocesan Music and Worship Task Force will facilitate 

a parish-wide conversation about music and worship at St. Mark’s.  This will be your opportunity 

to share your  thoughts and reflections on music and worship at St. Mark’s, past, present 

and future.  Everyone in the parish is invited and encouraged to attend and participate in 

this important session.  Rev Sedlacek will also be the officiant and preacher at both services on 

that day.  A light lunch will be served.  If you need childcare to be able to attend this important 

meeting please contact the church office  office@stmarks-medford.org or 541-773-

3111.  Questions about the session, contact Canon Linda  lpotter333@gmail.com 

 
Margaret Dials   541  855-1851  margaretdials@gmail.com  
 
Susan Doyal   541  772-0997  susandoyal@hotmail.com 
 
Barry Johnson   619  261-6367  bjjune@att.net 
 
Penny Klabunde    541  690-2855  pennyklabunde@gmail.com 
Sr. Warden  
 
Susan Ladue     541  941-2850  susanladue@gmail.com 
Jr. Warden  
 
Cal Lanfear   541  601-6007  calanfear@gmail.com 
 
Jay Matheson   541-301-1241  alexjaym@gmail.com  
 
Emily Miller-Francisco  541  488-9816  emillfran@msn.com 
 
Kit Nilles    541- 864-9973  kathryn.nilles@gmail.com 
 
John Richardson    541  779-1609  Johnrichardson.joyst@yahoo.com 
Clerk of the Vestry 
 

V 

E  

S 

T 

R 

Y 

2016

mailto:office@stmarks-medford.org
mailto:office@stmarks-medford.org
mailto:lpotter333@gmail.com
mailto:margaretdials@gmail.com
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Announcements & Opportunities 

Your Welcome Committee presents…. 

Newcomer's Welcoming Café 

Sunday February 21st 

Newcomers and visitors of St Marks are cordially invited to a Welcome Cafe in the 

Parish Hall after the 10:00 service. This coincides with the 10:00 coffee hour in the 

Parish Hall, but is designed to get your questions answered about St Mark's in an 

informal setting. If you are new to St. Marks, please join us. 

 

IT’S A PARADE, STRIKE UP THE BAND ST. MARKS 

Save the date April 9th 

2016 Pear Blossom Parade 

Featuring the 1st annual St Mark’s Pear Blossom Parade  

Pantry Float. 

Come join the fun, everyone, children and the young at heart! 

Ride the float, walk with the Soul Striders beside the float and 
celebrate together St Mark’s contributions to the Wider Community in this joyous 

event. 

For Information Contact :Kit and Jerry Nilles (541- 864-9973) 

 Saturday February 20th from 8:30 until noon 

 

Save the date for an informational meeting about Daughters of the 
King to be followed by an opportunity to make your very own 
Episcopal Prayer Beads and learn some of the prayers you can use.  
We will be joined by the Daughters of the King from St. Luke’s in 
Grants Pass. 

Come join us at 8:30 for a continental breakfast after which we will 
learn about Daughters of the King.  Daughters of the King (DOK) is a 

lay order of women in the Episcopal Church who promise to pray, serve and evangelize.  Years 
ago there was a chapter of DOK at Saint Mark's and perhaps it's time to reinstate the chapter.  

All women in the church are invited.  

At 10:30 or so we will begin the creating our Episcopal prayer beads.  All are welcome to attend. 

In order to help defray costs we will be asking for a donation for the beads.  We also ask you to 
bring a brown bag lunch. Drinks will be provided. 

An RSVP would be appreciated.  Please RSVP by February 17th.Please contact Margaret Bell 
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PAT AYERS  

Chairperson  

Outreach Committee 

Contact her, at: 

541-608-7653 

Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Kathy Garrett 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Marilyn Myers 

Peter Nelson 

Rita Shale 

St. Mark’s Pantry 

The pantry took a two week break because Christmas and then New 
Year’s Day feel on a Thursday. Christian Mathisen, as many of you 
know, has new professional obligations and will not be working with the 
panty. Jerry  Nilles will be taking over his role. Thanks to the continued 
support of outreach members, pantry volunteers and the clients 
themselves we continue to have a strong presence in our broader 
community.  

The first two Thursdays in January the pantry had 17% new clients and 
served 468 people. This included 74 children. Rita Shale went to 
Canyonville, on January 7th, to pick up a $8,500 grant from the Cow 

Creek Indian Band. Debra McFadden and Susan Ladue have also written four other grants 
which we hope to receive. The pantry is on a firm financial footing.  

The pantry volunteers continue to make the whole system work. They are the heart of the 
pantry. They are a blessing to those in need. Thank you to those who serve so faithfully each 
week.   

There are many ways you can help: 

VWe need 4 to 6 volunteers to pack food collected by the Medford food project. The next 
collection day is Saturday, February 13. This happens six times a year. The Medford Food 
Project supplies boxes of can foods for our pantry. We received 45 boxes from the project in 
December. It is a wonderful addition to our pantry but we need to do our part. The Saturday 
volunteers are a link in the chain of volunteers who make the Medford Food Project possible.  

VWe have drivers for each Thursday but could use addition truck drivers. This job does not 
require lifting, there is help both loading and unloading. You would need to have a truck and 
the time to make two pick-ups Thursday morning.   

VEveryone is welcome to come help set up at 9:00 on Thursday or to help passing out food at 
1:00. It is an amazing thing to watch, and even more a fun join in. Darlene Hale handles our 
schedule. You can call her if you want to be put on the list at 541-779-4177.  

Call Jerry at 541-941-9146 or e-mail him at chille2@msn.com for more information.  

      Jerry Nilles 

Pantry Funding Update 
Member of St. Mark's Outreach Commission and volunteer at its 
pantry, Rita Shale, displays a check for $8500.00 from the Cow Creek 
Umpqua Indian Foundation.  She and friend Sue Bates drove to Seven 
Feathers in Canyonville to accept the generous donation to St. Mark's 
food pantry. The proceeds will go towards the expenses of the pantry 
offering its fresh vegetables, fruits, beans, rice, oatmeal and eggs for its 
clients. 

It is the only area food pantry where fresh vegetables, fruits, eggs and 
staples are offered for its clients. They choose what they like to eat.  
Clients do not receive a box of food handed to them.  They may come 
to St. Mark's Food Pantry every week.  Only their names, number in 

their family and how many children are asked of them.  

Your blue bag of non-perishable foods are brought to the altar for a blessing on the fourth 
Sunday of every month and supplement the fresh vegetable, fruit, etc.  We continue to need 
your help in feeding those in need. 

If interested in serving a couple of Thursday hours a week at the food pantry, or only once a 
month, best according to your schedule, please contact Kit Nilles at 541-773-7286.   
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What is 333 
Three (3) is a divine number in the Bible:   

God is omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent,  

there is a triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  Jesus' earthly 

ministry was 3 years, He predicted Peter would deny Him 3 times, 

He was resurrected on the third day, etc.  You get the idea.  And---

you lovely people donated 333 pairs of socks to homeless teens in 

our area!  Talk about Divine (or triple Divine). 

I was overwhelmed with the sheer volume of our gift as I prepared to deliver them to Maslow.  The people at 

Maslow were equally overwhelmed!  Imagine the delight of the clients when they receive their new socks!  

God is Good. 

Lenten Outreach Project 

Teen Hygiene Kits 

 

Lent is almost upon us and your Outreach Committee has been busy making plans.  In view of our 

overwhelming “Sock it To Me” we have chosen to continue in that vein and provide hygiene kits to our 

homeless teens also.  On March 6th, we will have a guest speaker from the Maslow Project speak to us 

during forum as well as assemble 100 kits. 

 

There are special needs for:    

  Hand towels & wash clothes Toothpaste & tooth brushes 

  Shampoo/ cream rinse  Deodorant 

  Razors    Hair clips/ hair ties    

  Combs/brushes   Fingernail files/ clippers     

  Pocket journals 

 

Please bring any donations to the white barrel in the Parish Hall or direct monetary contributions to 
Outreach Hygiene kits AND prepare to overwhelm again! Contact Barbara Holley for information: 

Feb. 13th Medford Food Project  

The Medford Food Project will be packing and distributing collected food.  Volunteers meet in the parking 

lot at Access at 9:30 AM. If you can help for a few hours on that Saturday please call Jerry Nilles 541-941-

9146 or email him at chille2@msn.com 

mailto:chille2@msn.com
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

BARBARA HOLLEY 

Chairperson  

2015 Finance Committee 

Please contact her at: 
Barbara@hollywoodfarm.com 
 

KEVIN KLABUNDE 

Finance Administrator  
For more information, 
please contact him at: 

 
kevinklabunde@msn.com 

 

DON OGREN 

Treasurer 

Please contact him at: 

dogren@mac.com 

Committee members: 

Margaret Bell 
Sally Bouwer 
Barbara Holley 
Kevin Klabunde 
Cal Lanfear 
Bobbie Middaugh 
Lyn McConnell 
Don Ogren 

We have started a new year, and as you heard at the annual meeting, we 

finished 2015 in the BLACK! This was due to careful control of our expenses 

and a smaller payroll because Canon Linda did not require us to pay into her 

pension fund or cover her health care.   

The Budget Committee presented a balanced budget for 2016. With the staff 

changes for 2016, we see a chance to align our payroll with more reasonable 

personnel costs.  The potential sale of Hafer House may provide new ways to 

control our expenses as well. 

Even with reduced contributions over 2014, we were able avoid dipping into our 

savings.   

Unfortunately, our anticipated budget 2015 surplus would not have enabled us to 

pay for a full-time priest. We must increase our pledges and donations and 

careful management of our expenses must continue for us to hire a full time 

Rector. Additionally, we are investigating other sources of cost saving measures 

like insurance, maintenance, utilities, etc. 

The Finance Committee remains committed to providing the Vestry with the 

necessary support to allow them to move us forward this year with our new 

Rector. 

     Barbara Holley 
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ADULT FORUMS …..JULIE DRENGSON 

Formation  

Programs: 

 
Julie Drengson 

jadreng820@gmail.com 

 & 

Betsy Sharp 

Forum 

Sunday School 

Book Group 

Bible Studies 

Library 

Feb. 7 :  Dr. John Forsyth from COHO will inform us about the importance 

and differences between Advanced Directives and POLSTS.  Also, our own St. 

Mark's confidential forms will be explained and distributed. 

 

Feb. 14 :  In September, Emily Miller-Francisco traveled to India with a 

group of Honors College students from Southern Oregon University. The purpose 

of the trip was to study how democracy is practiced in the world’s largest 

democracy. The group met with politicians, political scientists, journalists, and 

more. They also did some great sight seeing in Delhi, Agra, and Bangalore. Come 

see photos and hear things Emily learned from this exciting opportunity.  

 

Feb. 21 :  TBD 

Feb. 28 :  Come hear about the St. Mark's float in the Pear Blossom   

  Parade, and how you can help and participate! 

 

History note, from the first Vestry minutes May 4, 1914 --  

Annual Parish meeting of St. Mark's Church was held 8 p.m. Rev. Wm. B Hamilton presiding. 

Total number of those present 24, among them being Bishop Scadding of Portland. 

Rev. Hamilton opened the meeting by the stating of the object of the annual parish meetings... 

Reports were read by Mrs. Bert Harmon, treasurer of the Ladies Guild; Mr. Geo. Purucker, 

treasurer and Gerard Taillandier, clerk of the parish and J.J. Emmons, chairman of the committee 

on building fund. 

After remarks made by Bishop Scadding it was moved and seconded to proceed with the election 

of a Vestry of seven. It was further moved and seconded to elect separately for each office. 

The result of the election was: Senior warden, Mr. Chas. Strang; Junior warden, Dr. J.J. Emmons; 

Treasurer, Mr. C.J. Mann; Clerk, Mr. Gerard Taillandier. Vestrymen at large: Mr. Fred Hopkins, Mr. 

Geo. Purucker, Mr. Roger Bennett. 

Unfortunately, the Medford Mail Tribune did not report on the meeting. There was a long article in 

the May 4 issue about Bishop Scadding's visitation, since he was also here for confirmation, on 

May 3, in which 14 were confirmed. The issue also has a history of the Diocese, which was 60 

years old in 1914. 

 

With Ash Wednesday just a few weeks away, it's almost time for 

Lent Madness!!  32 "saints" have been chosen that we can vote for, to see who will 

win the Golden Halo. It begins the Ash Thursday and ends during Holy Week. Quite a 

diverse group this year which includes Sojourner Truth, Barnabas, Columba, Julian of 

Norwich, Kateri Tekakwitha, Methodius, Clare, Denis, and Drogo, to name just a few. 

There will be copies of the bracket posted on the bulletin boards showing which saints will 

continue to the next round. 

Go to www.lentmadness.org for more information, and to sign up for email alerts to let 

you know about the saints and then vote for your favorite.  
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St. Mark’s Altar Guild  

St. Mark’s Altar Guild operates behind the scenes setting up the “holy 

hardware”, sacraments, and those items that are part of the Altar, 

Eucharist, or special services—weddings, burials, baptisms, confirmations, 

etc. for worship services held at our church. 

At St. Mark’s there are four teams, each consisting of three or four members.  The teams 

alternate weeks, preparing for and cleaning up after each service on Sundays and 

throughout the week.  And although we do have the four teams at St. Mark’s we are 

fortunate to have a group that operates as ONE team.  One priest that I served under in 

California told me, “There are only two things I consider important in the Altar Guild.  One 

is how you care for the blessed sacraments; the other is how you treat one another.”  That 

is truly reflected in the Altar Guild at St. Marks.  We are all blessed by our closeness with 

Christ’s body and blood and those things closely associated with them, and each of us 

feels a special connection with our serving members. 

One of the duties that the Altar Guild performs is taking care of the linens used in the 

Eucharist.  For me it is a special connection with my grandmother.    I remember her taking 

her ironing from the “ice box” where the wet laundry was rolled in towels.  She took great 

care in ironing sheets, pillow cases and even my granddad’s underwear!  When I iron the 

wet linens, and that is about the extent of my ironing, I feel very close to my grandmother—

an added blessing. 

Our Altar Guild welcomes new members.  Should anyone in the parish wish to join us in 

serving Christ’s table, please let Rev. Linda know or contact one of our members.  We 

welcome you. 

 

St. Mark’s Altar Guild: 

Mary Adrian  Pat Ayers  Margaret Bell  Corrina Bryant 

Joyce Graham  Helen Mills  Nina Kiskadden Susan Ladue 

Feb. 10
th

 Lent Begins Ash Wednesday   

Services will be at noon and 7:30 PM.  The Wednesday night 
Lenten study will begin on Wednesday, February 17

th
, 6:00 – 8:00 

PM in the Parish Hall.  This study facilitated by Canon Linda will be a 
DVD series entitled: “Embracing the Prophets in Contemporary 
Culture” with a presentation by leading Old Testament scholar Walter 
Brueggermann.  Additional details to follow. Questions contact Canon 
Linda – lpotter333@gmail.com 

St. Mark’s Altar Guild Update 

mailto:lpotter333@gmail.com


       `               
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Forward in Faith Update 

 Forward in Faith is our Stewardship Campaign for 2016. This 

year the Vestry chose to lead the Stewardship campaign with co-chairs John Richardson and 

Debra McFadden selected from the Vestry. The campaign was delayed two weeks to allow the 

2015 campaign to have time for pledges catch up for the 2015 year. Consequently this year 

became a holiday stewardship campaign. The ingathering was held on St. Nicholas Day which 

was appropriate in the tradition and celebration of gift giving. 

 By the end of 2015 we had received 75 pledges with the dollar total slightly over $200,000. Our 

goal this year is 105 pledges. The reminder mailing went out in conjunction with Epiphany. In the 

busyness of the holiday season it is easy to overlook your pledge card. It is our hope that 

parishioners who have not yet pledged will do so soon. A further reminder call will be made to 

those who have not pledged by the middle of February.  

Your church pledge assures us monetary support for our new rector, our programs, and 

services. The total number of pledges is used by the Diocese to grant us Delegates at Diocesan 

Convention each year.  Both of these reasons are important to the health of our Parish. 

There is a poster in the Parish which shows where we are in the campaign. We are roughly 

75% to our goal of 105 pledges. Please join the Vestry and others in making the commitment 

to St. Mark's and our exciting new future our faith community and spiritual home. Except the 

challenge to pledge your support to St. Mark’s. 

Search Committee Update 

 The Community Portfolio and Narrative were submitted and 

approved. 

 The Covenant for a new Rector was submitted and approved. 

 The Ad with graphic and pictures were approved. 

 The Ad will be up by the first week in February to all possible sites. 

 The development of questions and format for interviewing 

candidates  has begun. 

 We are on target to a summer hiring of a new Rector. 

    Bob Wille & Debra McFadden 
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Life at St. Mark’s 

 

New  2016 Vestry Members: 

Kit Nilles, Barry Johnson & Jay Matheson 

Blessing of the Socks 

 

Blessing Kristin and Adam 

Kurth on their move to Seattle 



       `               
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Remembering the past year a 

bit...remember when??? 
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarksmedford.org 

and also on Facebook 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

H E R E  B E G I N S  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T  …   ( M a r k  1 : 1 )  

426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number 

and addresses so we have the correct information in our database. 

Email: office@stmarks-medford.org  or call 541-773-3111 

Mission Statement 2015 

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ  

by serving our church family and the wider community. 

Shrove Tuesday  February 9th Pancake Supper in Parish Hall 5:30-7:30 pm 

 

Lent Begins Ash Wednesday,  February 10th 

Ash Wednesday Feb. 10th  Services will be at noon & 7:30 PM 

Lenten Daily Devotionals available 

Wednesday Prayer Services Noon “Soup, Service & Silence”  

in the Hafer House, chapel area.  

Lenten Evening Study February 17th in the Parish Hall 

“Embracing the Prophet” DVD with a simple soup supper 


