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What do you expect?
As the last leaves of autumn drift to the ground, the days grow gray, and darkness falls in
the early evening, we begin Advent, the season of expectation. One of our hymns (#527)
says it like this:
Singing songs of expectation, onward goes the pilgrim band,
through the night of doubt and sorrow, marching to the promised land.

Clear before us through the darkness gleams and burns the guiding light:
trusting God we march together stepping fearless through the night.
I have noted before that we at St. Mark’s are on a journey, a pilgrimage. I hope all of you
have responded positively to our invitation to “join us on the joyful journey” with your
pledge of financial support for 2017. If so, thank you for your support. If not, there is still
time! Pledge cards are available in the back of the church and in the church office.

The Rev
Tom Sramek, Jr.
Rector

While financial support is a great first step, the next step in this journey is to actively
participate in the work of God in the world through St. Mark’s. Many of us already do so—
through book and Bible studies, the food pantry, and certainly in weekly attendance at the
8 or 10 a.m. Sunday services. Many of you have been active participants in worship, study,
and service at St. Mark’s. But have you ever asked: “What do I expect God to do in and
through me as I work, pray, and give for the spread of the Kingdom of God?”

I don’t think it is a faithless or bad thing to contemplate this question. When I give to the
church and to other institutions I believe to be doing God’s work I expect that God will both
continue to work though those organizations and strengthen in me a spirit of gratitude for
all of the gifts and blessings God has given me. When I participate in a book or Bible
study, I expect that God will grant me, in the words of the prayer for the newly baptized,
“an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know
and to love [God], and the gift of joy and wonder in all [God’s] works.” (BCP, p. 308). When
I lead and participate in worship, I expect that God will draw near to all of us in that place
and that we will gain a heavenly perspective about who God in Christ is, what the Holy
Spirit is doing in and through us, and how we are called to go into the world “to love and
serve [God] with gladness and singleness of heart.” (BCP, p. 365)
The reality is that life can often be difficult. There is a quote that I’ve often used: “Life is
hard, but God is good. Don’t mix them up.” The point is not that life is a perpetual trial or a
never-ending slog, but that we sometimes assume that life should be happy and effortless
and that God is the great cosmic killjoy with all of those rules and expectations. We can
then be surprised at life’s difficulties and sometimes reluctant to turn to God for help. The
reality is that, regardless of the privileges we enjoy, none of us is immune from difficulty or
even tragedy and God waits expectantly for us to turn often to God in prayer and in study
for comfort and direction during those times. So, as we move through the dark days of
Advent towards the Christmas season, may we remember that our greatest gift is that God
is always with us, eager to support, comfort, sustain, and even challenge us on our journey
of faith.
-- Tom+
The Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr.
Rector
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Senior Warden’s Letter
Beloved,
By the time you read this note, we will have begun the season of Advent – a
time of patient anticipation, quiet reflection, and hope.

Wardens of
St. Mark’s
Susan Ladue

Senior Warden
Please contact her at:
susanladue@gmail.com

Or 541-941-2850
Susan Doyal
Junior Warden
541-772-0997 or

susandoyal@hotmail.com

For each of us, Advent is different. For some it is a time of wonder, for others
it's a time of comforting renewal as we begin our church year yet again. For
some it is a time of anxiety, loss or dread in sharp contrast to the bubble of joy
that surrounds them everywhere they go.
Here at St. Mark's, we offer opportunities for all to experience our communal
gestation of the Christ Child that offer solace and light no matter where your
personal barometer finds its level. I pray that each of us finds a way to anticipate, reflect, and most importantly – hope - not just in this sacred season, but
throughout the coming year.
In our corporate life as a parish family, we have much to anticipate, reflect on,
and hope for in 2017.
Rev. Tom has settled in quite like an old shoe – easy, comfortable, reliable –
sort of a 'goes with everything' kind of guy! He is respectful of our 'St. Mark's
traditions”, but he is also (ever so gently but persuasively) lifting our feet onto
new paths. Some paths are subtle. There are tiny changes in our worship time
together that to me seem to steer us toward a deeper understanding and reverence of why we gather.
Great things were accomplished in 2016 in spite of the fact that the year began
with a schism. We have survived and are healing, and oh, by the way, throughout that process we have continued to grow in our service to our community
and each other and look for ways to deepen that service in the coming year.
Our Church School program continues to grow. Our pantry continues to feed.
Our pastoral care program continues to care, feed and nurture. Our music ministry, such an integral part of St. Mark's, continues to lift our worship and is
growing new tendrils of growth and variety. Our membership is growing – next
time you're at service look around you and offer a smile to the faces you don't
recognize in the pews around you.

As you move through Advent this year, I invite you to anticipate, reflect,
hope...and REJOICE!
On a personal note, I wish to thank each of you for your support and love in the
past year. Life has seemed a veritable roller-coaster, and you have provided
me the ballast I needed to stay upright and moving forward. Thank you. I hope
you know that I love you back!
Susan
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View from the Vestry

December 2016

--So if you were to see the Vestry at the end of last Tuesday's meeting what
would you have seen?
Smiles all around! Why you ask?
Well, right off, Don Ogren put a smile on all our faces with a positive financial report. Keep those pledges coming - we are not out of the woods yet! But October
looked very good in light of being on target to meet our budget.
Junior Warden, Susan Doyal’s Outreach Report featured a two-page, single
spaced review of 10-12 years of service from Outreach chair, Pat Ayres, who has
been honchoing this group so long she doesn’t remember when she started. Over
the years she has lead our Outreach to include:
Over 200+Thanksgiving boxes and Friendship baskets just this year alone!
In the parish hall you will find a giving tree highlighting our growing relationship with
the Family Nurturing Center. This includes bringing FNC children to Sunday School
(more smiles all around).
Add to that the only Medford pantry that features fresh food; a community garden
that helps provide fresh food to our neighbors and the pantry, as well as hygiene
kits and warm socks to homeless teens served by the Maslow Project and recently
a $3500 a grant to produce New Mom kits and much more!
What has been done with Pat’s leadership should put smiles on all our faces!

Speaking of leadership, our new Rector, Rev. Tom, is helping us combine the efforts of the Welcome Committee with the Communication Task Force. Our new
Committee will use the Invite-Welcome-Connect format that has been very successful elsewhere. It goes hand in hand with Congregational Development that
Senior Warden, Susan Ladue, will be spearheading this spring.
What else does the future hold? Sustainable Outreach funding as we pursue a
presence at the Rogue Valley Farmers and Crafters Market thanks to another good
idea from Norman Somes’ book.
“Theology on Tap” is an outreach project in a new setting to bring the Good News
to the patrons of Medford bars, which seems to be the new business of choice for
the downtown area. See Barry Johnson and Bill Dames for more information that
will be sure to put a smile on your face.
Jay Matheson

Mission Statement 2015
Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.
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Children’s Formation…….Pam Boston
Blessings abound!
It’s amazing to see what the young people in our older Sunday School class
can come up with, when they are asked. While discussing what to do for a
service project for our “Stewardship of Creation” series, the students decided that rather than simply planning a project they could do, they would
come up with something in which the whole parish could participate. A bulletin insert sharing 5 ideas they thought everyone could do invites us all to
make a difference, to be good stewards of God’s creation. I am thrilled. I’m
now eager to do the other areas of stewardship: bodies, talents & spiritual gifts, time & priorities, relationships, treasure & material possessions.
On December 4th we will be celebrating St. Nicholas Day. In addition to learning about St.
Nicholas, we will have crafts for families to do during coffee hour and some fun surprises,
including a visit from St. Nicholas himself.
This month the younger class will be focusing on the Christmas story. So many of us
adults take the story for granted because we have heard it so many times. We need to remember that for our younger children, all this is fairly new.
I remember teaching a young Sunday School class back in the early 80’s. I had placed the
stable on a table near our story rug. Drew remarked that it was a really great birdhouse. I
told him it wasn’t a bird house, but I would explain it during story time. When all the children were assembled, I pulled out the nativity pieces one at a time as I told the story. First I
brought out Mary and an angel and told the segment of the annunciation. All eyes were on
the little statues. You could have heard a pin
drop. Then Drew asked breathlessly, “And
then what happened?” So I proceeded to
tell the rest of the story and the role each
figure had in the drama. That’s when it became clear to me that we cannot take the
Christmas story for granted with the younger
members of our faith family. Afterward I offered the pieces to the children so they could
play with them and act out segments of the
story themselves. Some made the sheep
kiss. One child trying to make the wise men ride the camel, held the wooden camel up and
asked, “How does this thing work?” Several children had Mary and Joseph talking with
each other or with angels or with shepherds. I sat silently and watched as the story of Jesus’ birth became a bit more real to the children.
The children of St. Mark’s will have an opportunity to take part in a version of the Christmas
story through our annual Christmas pageant during the 4:30 service on Christmas Eve. For
some, it will simply be fun. For some, it will deepen their understanding. For some, it may
deepen their faith. As in the past, if you have grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or other
relatives or friends attending the service, we can always use more angels, shepherds or
animals. All are welcome.
This Advent and Christmas, let’s try to look at the story with fresh eyes. Let’s try to view the
events as a child does – with the same wonder, the same joy and the same excitement.
Pam Boston
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December 2016

The Family Nurturing
Center Needs Volunteers!
We are looking for compassionate caring
people who want to make a
difference in the lives of some of the
neediest children in Southern Oregon!
Come play in our therapeutic classrooms!
Come hold little babies!
Come read books with toddlers!
You can change the life of a child today!
For more information, call our office at (541) 779-5242
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Advent and Christmas Celebrations

Please join us for our
Christmas and
"Blue Christmas" Services
Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service
Wednesday, December 21 at 7 p.m.
Not feeling the Christmas joy? Mourning the loss of loved ones?
Come join us as we prepare for Christmas by commemorating the
longest night of the year and remembering those we have loved and
lost.
Christmas Eve Pageant and Family Eucharist
Saturday, December 24 at 4:30 p.m.
Rejoice! Come join our children as we celebrate Christ's birth!
Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist
Saturday, December 24 at 10 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate this holy night with scripture and song.
Christmas Day Combined Eucharist
Sunday, December 25 at 9 a.m.
Join us as we combine our regular 8 & 10 a.m. services into a joyful
celebration.

Calling all Carolers!
Please join some of us as we go caroling to our
"shut-in" parishioners on Saturday, December
17th. We hope to begin at 5:00 pm. We plan
to be back to St. Mark's for a pot luck light supper by
7:00 pm. If you can join us in the beginning or
midway through the route please leave your name at
the office-541-773-3111 by December 13th. This will help us to know if we will
have one or two groups of singers. We have quite a few shut-ins and if there are
two groups we can bring a little Christmas joy to all of them in a reasonable time.
A map of our route and a schedule of the meeting times at the various
addresses will be made available.
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Announcements & Opportunities

December 2016

Your Invited to the
Nilles Home Communion
November 3-6:00 PM
2176 East Vilas Road
Call 541-864-9973 (Kit’s cell) or 541-941-9146 (Jerry’s cell) to let
us know you will be coming or, e-mail
Kathryn.nilles@gmail.com and we will send you directions to
the house.

Welcome
Your
Friends
The best way to evangelize and grow is to invite your friends to
church. The simplest, most effective way to grow is for one person to
invite one person. Perhaps your friend is interested in the Folk Service
at the end of the month, or maybe the community garden, or the food
pantry, or the Family Nurturing Center, or the Book Group. Maybe you
would like to take your friend to lunch after the service. As they say,
Just Do It. So, please start by inviting just one friend.

Bill Dames, Welcoming Committee
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St. Mark’s Outreach
Thanks Times 200
Every third Thursday in November, our nation gives thanks for a good
harvest. We celebrate that bounty with a feast, a parade and/or a football
game. Here at St Marks, we have the added celebration of being able to
share our bounty with many of the needy in our community.
Pat Ayers
Chairperson
Outreach Committee
Contact her, at:
541-608-7653
Outreach Committee:
Pat Ayers (Chair)
Kathy Garrett
Barbara Holley
Marilyn Myers
Jerry Nilles
Rita Shale

This year, we were able to provide Thanksgiving boxes to 200 of our
neighborhood families: 40 each at Jackson, Oakgrove & Washington
Schools, The Family Nurturing Center and Safe Place. This represents a
minimum of 800 children and adults that were able to celebrate the
community of family and friends that love and support one another.
This is Outreach's largest and most expensive project of the year. We spent
$35/box but were able to feed hundreds of people turkey with all the
"fixins"! What a blessing to be thankful for. Thanks to you for all your
donations to make this annual project so successful. The Outreach
Committee is constantly humbled by the generosity of our St Marks family.
Barbara Holley

Pantry News
November was a busy month and we had increased numbers of
clients and new families. We were closed Thanksgiving, but were
able to give out some special treats; small hams, juice, pudding and
holiday fixings.
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We will be closed December 29th. We might be closed the 22nd…it depends
on how many helpers are in town. Let Kit know if you can help on the 22nd. Watch
the Sunday bulletin for details.

December 2016
FAMILY NURTURING CENTER CHRISTMAS
GIFTS!
The Family Nurturing Center Christmas Tree has arrived in
the parish hall!
Here’s all you need to do:
Take a tag (or family bundle of tags) from the tree.
Sign the register by the number(s) of your tag(s) so we can track the tags.


·

Purchase ONE WANT and ONE NEED for each of your tagged children.



·

At the same time, please PURCHASE A GIFT BAG TO FIT YOUR GIFT.



·

Place gift in bag, tie tag on gift bag handle and place it under the tree.



·

Check off your gift on the register so we know that you have delivered it.



·

Please bring your bagged gift to the parish hall by SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11th.

Marilyn Myers
&
Craig Prewitt

Representative
s for St. Mark’s
on the Family
Nurturing
Center Board.

St. Mark’s Outreach will provide tissue paper for FNC teachers to “dress up” the
bags prior to gifting the children. Thank you for brightening a child’s
Christmas. Have fun shopping!!

Outreach report to Vestry for 2106
Pat Ayers, outgoing Outreach Chair, has done an excellent report about our
Outreach progams. It includes the current status and concerns for the future. The
entire report is on the website for your consideration. Please read and direct
questions to Pat Ayers.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE...BARBARA HOLLEY

Barbara Holley
Chairperson
2015 Finance
Committee
Please contact her :
Barbra@hollywoodfarm.com

Roger Hercl, CPA
Accounting Manger
Email:

rhercl@charter.net
Don Ogren
Treasurer
Please contact him:
dogren@mac.com
Committee
members:

Roger Hercl
Barbara Holley
Cal Lanfear
Lyn McConnell
Don Ogren
Betsy Sharp
Jan Shipley
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As we enter the final two months of the year, our finances are actually hopeful. Due to the quarterly recognition of prepaid pledges we added $5,891 to
revenues, putting us substantially ahead of budget for the month. Expenses
were over budget slightly for the month and reflect the new reality of higher
health insurance costs now that we have a full-time rector. We are still almost $24,000 under our expense budget due the savings we enjoyed with
our part-time priests that allowed us to escape the daily realities of health insurance and pensions.
Our annual income is still trending downward from previous years but by a
smaller margin than we budgeted for. Our belt tightening has definitely made
a dent in our deficit spending. We remain at $3875 under budget: SO
CLOSE!
The upswing in the stock market has helped our investments. However, due
to the conservative positions we have taken, this upswing has not been as
helpful as we hoped for. Our Investment Committee is looking into this and is
meeting with Morgan Stanley regularly. Paul Smith and Norman Fincher
from Morgan Stanley met with the Finance Committee last month to update
us.
October 31, 2016
Income
Expense
Net Income

Actual
$24,847
27,380
($2,533)

Budget
$14,280
26,854
($12,575)

Year-to-Date
Actual
$204,144
208,020
($ 3,875)

Budget
$200,097
231,980
($31,883)

A History Moment….HistorianJulie Drengson,

December 2016

HAPPY 100TH ANNIVERSARY,
ST. MARK'S CHURCH BUILDING!!
In December 1916, the current St. Mark's church building was completed and the
first services held on the 17th, along with the laying of the cornerstone. Getting to this
building was somewhat convoluted.
The first Episcopal church in Medford was built in May 1889, on the block of Holly and
7th (Main St.). In Dec. 1909, the church was moved to the rear of the Presbyterian
Church, while the new church was being built (it was eventually sold to the Presbyterians). March 1, 1910 the cornerstone of the second church building was laid, on the
same lot as the original church. The second church was not built, due to finances,
however they were able to finish the St. Mark's Block building on the same corner of
Holly and 7th. This building was completed in September of 1910 and opened for various businesses Oct. 30. The second floor of the building had a large guild hall with a
well-equipped kitchen that was used for services and Sunday school.

Historian:
Julie
Drengson

When Father William Hamilton transferred to Medford from Grants Pass in 1913, he
wanted to organize plans for building a new church. That began when the ladies of St.
Mark's Guild purchased three lots north of the Edgar Hafer property, in May 1915. It
was hoped that work on the building could start in the summer, but it did not actually
start until April 1916.
The architect was Major George Butz, and the contractor was Mr. Jansen. The plan
was for a 84 x 48 foot gray brick veneer building, with white trimmings, and seating for
200 people. There was a delay in the completion of the altar, reredos and rood screen
(built in Portland), so the official opening could not happen until mid-December 1916.
The Rt. Rev. Walter Taylor Sumner, Bishop of Oregon, led the services that Sunday,
Dec. 17, with blessing of the altar at the 11 am service, plus special music. The laying
of the cornerstone took place that afternoon, with Bishop Sumner officiating and the
public invited.
The cost of the building was $5000, with the interior furnishings costing $2000. Two
years later the Medford Mail Tribune called it "one of the most churchey buildings to be
found in our state". The article also said that there have been calls from distant points
for the plans and blue prints, so other churches could be based on the design of St.
Mark's.

There have been some changes in the look of the building, with the major change in
1942 and 1943 when the front entrance was moved from facing Oakdale to the side,
where it is now, and the building of the Markade, which became the present Parish
Hall. The interior has changed also during the years, especially with opening up, and
enlarging the chancel area.
During this Advent time, let us remember the many people who helped to establish St.
Mark's, and the thousands since then, who have enjoyed worshipping and attending
events in our beautiful church.
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St. Mark’s Updates
Margaret Dials

541-855-1851

margaretdials@gmail.com

Susan Doyal
Jr. Warden

541-772-0997

susandoyal@hotmail.com

Barry Johnson

619-261-6367

bjjune@att.net

E

Susan Ladue
Sr. Warden

541-941-2850

susanladue@gmail.com

S

Cal Lanfear

541-601-6007

calanfear@gmail.com

Jay Matheson

541-301-1241

alexjaym@gmail.com

Emily Miller-Francisco

541-488-9816

emillfran@msn.com

Kit Nilles

541-864-9973

kathryn.nilles@gmail.com

John Richardson
Clerk

541-779-1609

Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr

408-605-0349

V

T
R
Y

Johnrichardson.joyst@yahoo.com
rector@stmarks-medford.org

2016

Sunday Coffee Hours
We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others
to celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two
services. Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each
other after services and a way to welcome visitors and new people
to the parish. The coffee and hot water are always on so the hosting
of the coffee hour is providing whatever food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice)
that each host wishes to share. The Sign up sheet is on the Parish
Hall bulletin board.
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Use your imagination and plan a theme! Perhaps a commission
would like to sponsor a coffee hour, feature what your ministry
does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact Kit
Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.

Opportunities!

December 2016

I'm always Interested in how we at St. Marks can get and stay
connected to the folks who visit our Sunday service or any one
of our outreach programs. Of course, we all know that if we take
the first step and Invite someone to join us for church or to volunteer at our Pantry that that is the first step of getting connected.
We have made some very inviting changes with our new welcoming sign put out early in the morning by our greeters who
are focused and ready to engage with all who walk through our
beautiful new narthex.

Some of you have passed on some great ideas about how to create a warm, welcoming culture at St Marks where each person who attends is greeted with the love
of Jesus and feels part of our community. Let's continue to explore new ideas about
getting connected and staying connected, ideas that really matter and make a difference.
Here is an idea that came to me by way of an invitation to visit a church while vacationing in Santa Cruz, Ca. The idea I gleaned that Sunday was becoming a''Mingler
for God ''. This concept struck me immediately as my husband and our friends can
attest. I could see that this was an important piece in being a welcoming, inclusive
church community. And It turns out that the key to Inovation in organizations is having good minglers and story tellers.

Formation
Programs:
Susan
Ladue
Co-ordinator
541-941-2850

Forum
Sunday
School
Book Group
Bible
Studies
Library

But, let's just take a look at what mingling would look like at St Marks and what is the
goal?
We might be open to having a short visit with a visitor who is alone and then introduce them to another friendly face that may come your way.
In my sister Julie's second language, Urdu, the translation is to ''become mixed or
blended ''.
I would say one goal would be to help make seekers into active participates in St
Marks while growing Christ's Kingdom.
I am sure you will have your own thoughts on this theme and I would love to hear
form you.
Deep Bows and Blessings, Susan Doyal
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Life at St. Mark’s
Great Grandma Frances Smith
(mother of Jeff Smith) with newborn
Zachary. At 102, she has achieved
another goal !!

Convention Fundraiser
Pennies for Prosperity
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Life at St. Mark’s

December 2016
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

and also on Facebook

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number
and addresses so we have the correct information in our database.
Email: office@stmarks-medford.org or call 541-773-3111

HERE BEGINS THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
(Mark 1:1)

Please join us for our Christmas and "Blue Christmas" Services
Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service

Wednesday, December 21 at 7 p.m.
Not feeling the Christmas joy? Mourning the loss of loved ones?
Come join us as we prepare for Christmas by commemorating the
longest night of the year and remembering those we have loved and lost.

Christmas Eve Pageant and Family Eucharist

Saturday, December 24 at 4:30 p.m.
Rejoice! Come join our children as we celebrate Christ's birth!

Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist

Saturday, December 24 at 10 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate this holy night with scripture and song.

Christmas Day Combined Eucharist

Sunday, December 25 at 9 a.m.
Join us as we combine our regular 8 & 10 a.m. services into a joyful celebration.

Mission Statement 2015
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Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

