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Pledges, Presence, and Participation
Dear Family of God at St. Mark's:
Of all of the topics clergy have to preach and teach on, money ranks right up there with
the least favorite topic for clergy and for laity alike. Clergy often hate to discuss it
because their salaries are directly paid by pledged donations and laity don't like to hear
clergy discuss it because often the church can seem like just one more charity with
their hand out. Sometimes clergy refer to the annual Fall Pledge Campaign as the
"stewardship campaign." I don't do so because I believe stewardship is about more
than money--it is about how we use our gifts and talents, our precious time, and, yes,
our money to do God's work in the world.
The reality is that St. Mark's needs money to do ministry. As one author recently wrote:

The Rev
Tom Sramek, Jr.
Rector

Since a congregation can't successfully barter with the power company to
exchange the flow of electricity to the church building for prayer, we pay the
power company with money.
Unless the preacher is comfortable receiving a quart of milk and a dozen eggs,
engineering designs for a widget, on-demand chauffeur services for errands, or
a spare room for the preacher in retirement, we're probably stuck with money as
the medium of exchange. Furthermore, the mission of the church depends on
money. Yes, depends. Money is a tool that can effect powerful means to spread
the Gospel.
You will hear more about how your donations to St. Mark's enable us to do the ministry
that we share in the coming weeks as the Fall Pledge Campaign kicks off. And I hope
that you will think and pray about how much of your hard-earned money you wish to
invest in the Kingdom of God through St. Mark's. Your donations will enable ministry.
But the church is not a foundation or fundraising organization. Our faithfulness is not
measured by our bank balance -- as individuals and as the church. Yes, we are trying
to close a $30,000 deficit, and by God's grace and God-given growth we will eventually
do so. More than that, each and every person who claims St. Mark's as his or her
parish needs to know that your presence and participation in our common life together
is critical to the health and ongoing ministry of our church.
When I look out at you all every Sunday morning, I don't see a bunch of donors or
financial supporters. I see fellow pilgrims on the Way of Jesus, ministers serving God in
the world and (hopefully!) being inspired and equipped for that ministry. I encourage
you all to continue to make being in worship and serving God in the church and the
world a priority in your life for both your sake and the sake of the Kingdom of God at St.
Mark's. Onward!
--

Tom+

The Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr., Rector
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Senior Warden’s Letter….Susan Ladue
Staying Safe!
Beloved,

Wardens of
St. Mark’s

Autumn is for many (well, for those with children or grandchildren anyway!) a time of
new beginnings, even as we watch nature commence its yearly waning.
For us at St. Mark's it is the beginning of the program year, bringing more of us to
church not just on Sunday morning, but to other activities that often occur after
'normal business hours' during the week.

Susan Ladue

Senior Warden As temperatures cool and the sun goes to bed earlier and earlier, a warm, protected
place to tuck in for the chilly night or on rainy days becomes 'hot property' for our
Please contact her
less fortunate neighbors and passers-through. Which means it's time for a little
at:
'recap' on staying safe.
susanladue@gmail.com
Or 541-941-2850
Debra McFadden

Junior Warden
541-324-9451 or

dmcfad1006@aol.com

If you are called to church in the wee hours or in the evening, whatever your
purpose, carry your cell phone. Park as close to the building as possible. Our
lighting is better than it has been in the past, so seek the light!
If you arrive at church and find visitors, do not approach them. If you feel you cannot
safely navigate past them, GO HOME. I'm especially targeting Altar Guild right now,
whose members often come to church in the evening ALONE to set the Altar for the
next service. Go home and send an email to the rest of your sisters-in-service and
Tom. We all know where the Holy Hardware, Fair Linens and the elements live, so
the altar will get set even if that happens during the prelude! Which, come to think
about it, might be quite lovely!
If you are at church for a meeting, buddy up when you exit. Never send a single
person out alone. Leave as a group or in multiple groups. No one should ever be
the last man standing – practice the Marine ethic and 'leave no man (or woman)
behind'.
If you are at church alone having gotten inside safely and are trying to leave but find
visitors blocking your way, remember that the number for the Community Service
Officer is tacked to the wall in the kitchen of parish hall. Use it. The police will help
you exit safely and help the visitor seek appropriate shelter or care. They are very
good at what they do and are trained to do it. We should not be chary of letting them
do their job.
If you do not have a cell phone, take heart! Your Vestry has your safety top-of-mind,
and since we're going to have to do it anyway, we are going to restore phone
service to the parish hall and install a phone, either a landline or a prepaid cell.
This may all sound pretty Draconian to you, but I love each of you and want you to
be safe. Remember what they tell you when you're sitting on the tarmac waiting to
take off: “In an emergency, put YOUR mask on FIRST and THEN put the mask on
your child”. You simply cannot continue to care for the neighborhood and each other
if you don't care for yourself first
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Love and blessings,

Susan

View from the Vestry….Jan Martin

October

2017

Your vestry met on September 13, 2017.
The Parochial Report was approved and has been filed with the National Church.
We reviewed our Mission Statement to see if it needs to be changed in any way.
We will review and perhaps change it in October. Suggestions are welcome.
At our Vestry Meeting in August, long term goals were created: They are


Build the church as we expand the building



Intentionally remove barriers in liturgy and music



People to join church to change the world



Expand and create elder opportunities and care

While we continue to hold our expenses to a minimum, slightly below budget, we
also continue to have a deficit of almost $30,000.
Because we have incurred several major capital expenses in the last six months
and because we are beginning to incur expenses for our upcoming building project,
it was determined to transfer $50,000 from our endowment funds into cash
accounts. This should clear up our cash-flow problems for the rest of the year.
Our annual stewardship campaign will begin soon, led by Susan Ladue. If you can
spare a bit of time, we need several people to assist with this campaign. Our hope
is, of course, to lower the amount of deficit spending every year.
Employment contracts were reviewed and salary adjustments were approved for
Rob Griswell-Lowrey, June Johnson, Roger Hercl, and Rev. Tom.

You may have noticed that the nursery has been moved into the back of the parish
hall. This allows parents more access to the babies and gives more space for the
older Sunday School children. There are still some projects that need to be done to
make the space safe. If you can help, please talk to Jay Matheson. Additionally, we
have a critical need for someone to staff the nursery on Sunday mornings. If you
feel called to spend some time with the littlest of our members, please let Jay know.
We may need to look to an outside agency to find someone to staff our nursery.
You may have noticed that our beautiful stained glass window has been returned
and reinstalled.
Other maintenance and repair jobs are in process or completed, including the
repair of the pacina plumbing, emergency lights in the Sunday School area and
parish hall, and connecting our security cameras to the server.

The warming center will again be run by the Methodist Church; however, it will not
open until January 1, which may mean we have more visitors using our courtyard.
Please do not come alone to the church and keep your phone with you at all times.
We will look at installing an emergency phone in the kitchen area. Do not hesitate
to call the police.
We have not had any offers on Hafer House; the vestry has continued our real
estate contract to the end of the year. At that time, we will re-evaluate our plans.
As always, if you have questions or concerns, do not hesitate to talk to one of your
vestry members.
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Music Notes from Rob Griswell-Lowry, Music Minister
Our 2017-2018 Worship Music season is off and running as we’ve launched our
Chancel Choir in the beginning of September, and as we ring in the Handbell
Choir starting the 2nd Wednesday in October.

Chancel Choir practice is at 7:00 pm on
Wednesdays, and we are continuing to
welcome new members. The ability to carry a
tune is highly advisable, and reading music
and/or being a quick study is VERY helpful.
We are currently working on some Social
Justice/Inspiration selections, and will begin
Advent/Christmas music this month as well.
Handbell Choir practice is at 6:00 pm
Wednesdays, beginning October 11. Ability to read
music is necessary, and some handbell experience is
extremely helpful, though we will train exuberant
applicants, and/or those who attended the recent
handbell workshop at Ascension Lutheran Church!
We will be working on 3 or 4 selections for the
Christmas Season, and will be participating in
Christmas Eve’s Worship service.
For any instrumentalists who would like to contribute their
talents during Christmas season, there is a place for
you….just e-mail me at music@stmarks-medford.org and
let’s set something up!

Humbled by the privilege, I gratefully remain,
Your Music Minister
Rob Griswell-Lowry
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ECW...….Molly Kerr

October

2017

Ladies of ECW:
Remember the Diocese has come up with a challenge: All churches in the
Diocese have been asked to join in the "Women's Undies Drive" for Rahab's
Sisters, one of our outreach partners, by purchasing new undies for women living
in poverty and homelessness. This will provide them with clothing and dignity.

We have chosen to call our drive
"A Firm Foundation."

All sizes and types of undies welcome!
There will be boxes in the parish hall and in the church
office marked ECW “A Firm Foundation” where donations
can be dropped off. Let's do this!!! It's a real chance for ECW to be of help!
Donations will be taken to Convention the last week of October !!!

Everyone please bring “ Ladies Undies” even those not in ECW!

American Guild of Organists
Celebrate the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation! On Sunday,
Oct. 22 at 4 PM, at First Presbyterian
Church, Medford, 8th and Holly (85 S.
Holly St.), Medford, the Southern
Oregon Chapter of the American Guild of Organists will present a
Festival of Martin Luther’s hymns. You will have the opportunity to
sing and to listen to organ pieces based on these hymns. Plus you will
find out a little of the history of Martin Luther and the Reformation.
Members of the Southern Oregon Chapter will be performers. This
event is free, although donations to the First Presbyterian Church
Food Bank will be accepted. A reception will follow. For more
information, please contact Peggy Evans, 541-482-3075.
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Announcements & Opportunities

Music at St. Mark’s
Dr. Christine Potter
Sunday, October 22, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
Alto & Bass Flute
“Musical Postcards
Flutes from Around the World”

St. Marks’
Handbell Choir
St. Marks’ Handbell Choir needs willing hands!
We will have our first rehearsal in the sanctuary at 6:00 pm,
Wednesday, October 11.
We will be preparing music for the Christmas season,
including our Christmas eve service.
**Please feel free to e-mail St. Marks’ music minister for any questions at
music@stmarks-medford.org
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Announcements & Opportunities

October

2017

Church Choir !
The choir is meeting on Wednesday
nights at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Just show up in the Sanctuary at 6:45 pm. There are no
auditions, though it is helpful to be able to carry a tune. Come
and pray twice with the Choir.

New Nursery
Location
Maybe you have seen the new location for the Church Nursery upstairs
in the Parish Hall. Better location is just one way to attract parents who
“dip their toes” into attending St. Marks can feel good about leaving their
young children with us.
But a good location without safety, cleanliness and trained childcare
support is not enough. Join us for our Nursery Work Party after the
10 AM Service Sunday Oct. 1st to finish the job of creating a
welcoming space for parents and their young children.
Read more about the 4 Reasons Parents Avoid Church Nurseries:
http://childrensministry.com/articles/church-nursery-whatparents-want/4/
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St. Mark’s Outreach...Pantry Update
The pantry will be holding a quarterly pantry
meeting at 11:00 on October 5th. (Originally we had

said the 12th). We will be reviewing procedures so that when
someone is gone, those who are covering know just what to
do.
Marilyn Myers &
Kathy Garrett
Co - Chairperson
Outreach Committee
Contact her, at:
541-608-7653
Outreach Committee:
Pat Ayers
Kathy Garrett
Barbara Holley
Dave Myers
Marilyn Myers
Jerry Nilles
Rita Shale

Bring a sack lunch and stay to help pass out food at
12:00. The new 12:00 time is working well. Our numbers
were down in September. Hopefully that means more folks
have jobs and don’t need the help. We are looking forward to
more resources as we start to partner with Access.
The Medford Food Project will be October 14th. If you can help let Kit
Nilles know.
We can always use more volunteers with the Pantry. If you are
interested, please come down to a Pantry Day and see what happens
and join us in giving out food.

A special thank you to Debra for her work on grants. I also want to thank
Rodger who keeps the books, all the volunteers who faithfully show up every
Thursday, as well as those who help pick up food ….we could not do this
without help from everyone.

Kit Nilles
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Outreach Commission News:

October

2017

Our first Outreach meeting after our summer recess featured
a very special guest, Miranda Sramek. Miranda is a
working on her Silver Award which is the second highest
award a Girl Scout Cadet can earn. The goal of this
award is to make a difference in the world. The Scout is
to find an issue that she cares about and develops a project
that will help make a difference. It requires that Miranda
spend a minimum of fifty hours on the project and can go
solo and build a team. Miranda decided to work with the
Maslow Program for homeless youth and families in
Jackson and Josephine Counties.
FYI the Maslow Project is the organization that Outreach supports and we were
thrilled that it was the organization that Miranda would be working with. She has
developed a “Make Some Magic” project that will help create awareness of the
Maslow Project and the issues of homelessness for many children and families in
our community. Did you know that the average age of the children they help is
twelve?
Miranda will also be putting a collection box in the parish hall for
donations that she will pick up and deliver on a regular schedule.
Miranda has made some magic wands with an information card that
you can pick up to remind you to bring donations and then you can
pass the wand on to someone else or put it in a new location. This will
help the community to be aware of the Maslow Project and the youth it
supports and give her project sustainability. Let’s all help this special
young lady have a successful project. Let her know if you have any
questions. Magic Wands should be available in the Paris Hall.
Two grants have been received, one is for $5000 from the Episcopal
Bishop’s Foundation for the purchase of a commercial refrigerator and
freezer for our food pantry. This will allow us to receive (meat, dairy and
etc.) from Access for our Food Pantry.
The second grant received was for $700 from the Episcopal Poor and
Homeless Fund. This grant was to help with cost for our Thanksgiving
Boxes Project. With increased cost this is greatly appreciated. We will putting
together 200 boxes this year.

For your “food on the fourth” donations we would like to request that
cake mixes and frosting be included so we can save them for the
Thanksgiving Boxes. We would like to send a special Thank You to Debra
McFadden for writing the grant requests. Great job Debra, thanks for all you
do.
It seems every day there are more and more needs and though we can’t do
everything we can make a difference. We had a successful collection for
school supplies for the Family Nurturing Center.

Marilyn Myers
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE...JAN MARTIN

Jan Martin
Treasurer
Chairperson
2017 Finance
Committee
Please contact her :
Barbra@hollywoodfarm.com

Roger Hercl, CPA
Accounting Manager
Email:

rhercl@charter.net
Committee
members:

Roger Hercl
Cal Lanfear
Lyn McConnell
Don Ogren
Betsy Sharp
Jan Shipley
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Thank you to all who have been able to bring their pledges up to date. Please
continue to keep up the great work through the end of the year. Cash flow is
always an issue. In that regard, we are transferring monies from our Building
Endowment Fund to our operating accounts. These funds are to replace
monies spent on capital projects this year, including the heating and air
conditioning replacement and repair, the stained glass window restoration, the
installation of a fence by the garages, etc.
While we continue to hold our expenses to a minimum, slightly below budget,
we also continue to have a deficit of almost $30,000.
As fall begins, the finance committee’s thoughts turn to creating next year’s
budget. While we would love to think we can eliminate our deficit spending, we
are also realistic. We definitely hope that our annual stewardship campaign,
that will begin soon, will let us reduce the deficit considerably. Susan Ladue has
graciously agreed to lead the Stewardship Campaign this year. If you can spare
a bit of time, we need several people to assist with this campaign. If you are a
committee leader, please let Roger Hercl or me know your financial needs
(hopes) for 2018. If we don’t know what you need, we can’t budget for you.
If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to talk to me.

A History Moment…

October

2017

Special Audio Visual Presentations in 1907
Think that using projectors and screens in church is relatively
recent? Here are notices from the Medford Daily Tribune, from
1907.

Historian:
October 12 -- The address at the Sunday evening service,
October 13, will be illustrated with about 99 fine slides. The
subject of the address will be "India in Transition." The
service and hymns will be shown on the screen so that all can
join heartily in the service.

Julie
Drengson

December 6 -- Illustrated service and sermon Sunday
evening, December 8, at 7:30. The sermon on "The Land of
the Incas" will be illustrated with one hundred beautiful handpainted slides.

Here are a couple of other entertainments from the Episcopal Church :
June 14, Friday -- Tickets are now being sold for a series of
illustrated lectures for the benefit of the Episcopal church, first of
which will occur on Tuesday evening June 18th. The subject is Ben
Hur and the lecture will be illustrated by seventy-five fine views.

July 29, Monday -- Free stereopticon and motion
picture entertainment by the Rev. F.C. Williams
will be given tonight on the grounds adjoining the
Episcopal church on 7th street, at 8:30 pm. The
lecture is entitled, "Around the World in Eighty
Minutes," and will be illustrated with 60 views,
and will include an educated chimpanzee,
Solomon's judgment and tumblers.
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St. Mark’s Updates
Margaret Dials

541-855-1851

margaretdials@gmail.com

Caitlin Finley Butler

503-267-9903

Caitlin.finley1@gmail.com

Barry Johnson

619-261-6367

bjjune@att.net

T

Susan Ladue

541-941-2850

susanladue@gmail.com

R

Jan Martin

408-903-5358

ms.jan.martin@gmail.com

Jay Matheson

541-301-1241

alexjaym@gmail.com

Debra McFadden

541-324-9451

dmcfad1006@aol.com

Emily Miller-Francisco

541-488-9816

emillfran@msn.com

Kit Nilles

541-864-9973

kathryn.nilles@gmail.com

Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr

408-605-0349

S

Y
2017

Sr. Warden

Treasurer

Clerk

Junior Warden

rector@stmarks-medford.org

Sunday Coffee Hours
We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others
to celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two
services. Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each
other after services and a way to welcome visitors and new people
to the parish. The coffee and hot water are always on so the hosting
of the coffee hour is providing whatever food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice)
that each host wishes to share. The Sign up sheet is on the
Parish Hall bulletin board.
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Use your imagination and plan a theme! Perhaps a commission
would like to sponsor a coffee hour, feature what your ministry
does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact Kit
Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.

Invitation to Fall Forum Series

October

2017

Sunday, October 1st Friends of Hospice. Dr. John Forsyth will introduce us to
the new hospice resource available to our community located in the historic
Holmes Park House here in Medford. Hospice is a much needed resource for
those facing end-of-life care management.
(Arrangements for this presentation are still being finalized.)
Sunday, October 8th Friends Forever! The 8th is Pet Blessing Day. Come early
for the 10 with your forever friends by your side and learn how you can love
them and care for them even better than you do now! We'll have a presentation
from a local vet who will answer your questions (and your friends' 'arf-ed',
'chirped' or 'moo-ed' questions!) about their welfare and health.
Sunday, October 15th (preceded by a special workshop on the 14th) Dream Interpretation. Tom has
invited a colleague, Rev. Peter Fritsch, whose forte is dream interpretation to lead a workshop on
Saturday the 14th and present at forum on Sunday (that will be the Reader's Digest version!) about
what stuff our dreams are made of.
Sunday, October 22nd Saving Yourself First. Our parish family has grown to include an amazing
woman who is a degreed, certified, bona fide counselor, Mary Lou Brophy. Her specialty is grief
counseling, but her capacity for other sorts of counseling is encyclopedic! Mary Lou has agreed to
join our pastoral care committee and open herself to us as a resource. This forum will introduce her
to us and give us a 'road map' to all the ways in which she can help us retain, maintain, sustain and
enhance ourselves regardless of what challenge we are facing.
Sunday, October 29th Single Sunday/Ministry Fair/Newcomer Welcome/Potluck! What FUN! This
5th Sunday will afford us the opportunity to get to know our newest members and revisit the amazing
cornucopia of service opportunities our parish offers to us internally and the community at large.
There is a place for everyone at this table – bring a pen so you can sign up for your seat and be
prepared to make a new friend!

Formation
Programs:
Susan
Ladue
Co-ordinator
541-941-2850

Forum
Sunday
School
Book Group
Bible
Studies
Library

Sundays in November Well, at this point in our meeting our dinner arrived and Tom and I agreed
that Stewardship would be a focal point and we gave up our collective ghost! Sorry, Holy Spirit! Stay
tuned – we'll get a bit into September and get back to work and let you know what treats we have in
store for November/December (Advent!!!).
We are trying to 'build it'. So...please come.

Susan

Blessing of the backpacks!!!!!
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Life at St. Mark’s

Church school Welcome
Back Picnic at Nilles’
Ranch!!!
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Life at St. Mark’s

October

2017
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

and also on Facebook

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number
and addresses so we have the correct information in our database.
Email: office@stmarks-medford.org or call 541-773-3111

HERE BEGINS THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
(Mark 1:1)

In remembrance……

Priscilla Deatherage
John Walker
Barbara Walstrom
Mission Statement 2015
Page 16

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

