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The Rev  

Tom Sramek, Jr.  

Rector 

Lion Tales 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

February 2017 

Plans and Providence 
 
"For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear 
you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart."  
             -- Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 
On Ash Wednesday, March 1, we enter into the season of Lent, commemorating the 40 
days that Jesus spent in the wilderness after his baptism and, by extension, the 40 years 
that the Hebrew people spent in the wilderness after the Exodus from captivity in Egypt. 
Wandering in the wilderness may sound attractive if one is on a day hike or a backpack-
ing trip, but those are not the sort of wilderness experiences that are referred to in either 
passage of scripture. This is the wilderness of the desert---a barren, seemingly lifeless 
place. God often seems very far away in such a stark setting. Often, however, it is pre-
cisely when other things are removed that we can concentrate on God and God's plans 
for us. 
 
Jesus may well have thought about the above passage from Jeremiah as he wandered in 
the desert. What was God's plan THIS time? How would God use him? What would his 
ministry be like? What challenges and difficulties awaited him? Would he be up to the 
task? Such questions occupy the minds of many in such times of beginning. They have 
been on my mind the last few months and they will occupy all of our minds as well. As we 
begin to discern the green shoots of flowers rising from the barren ground around our 
church building, so also will the Vestry begin to discern the signs of God's working 
through St. Mark's and how we might best partner with God in the doing of that work. The 
Vestry, Search Committee, and congregation last did that work in 2014 and it is time to 
look to our own Promised Land to see where God is leading us. 
 
The Vestry will gather for an Orientation & Discernment Retreat on Saturday, March 18. I 
invite you to begin now to pray for us as we look to the future of St. Mark's. This will be 
the beginning of a months-long look at who we are and who we are called to be in the 
next several years. We will celebrate the 130th anniversary of the founding of St. Mark's 
in 2019. In anticipation of that milestone, by the end of this year the Vestry will have dis-
cerned where God is calling us in the future, made plans to add to our facilities in the 
wake of what we anticipate will be the sale of Hafer House, and invited all of you into that 
discernment process and to a sustained commitment of time and money to sustain us into 
the future. By the end of this month, we anticipate welcoming a new Music Minister to 
help us "worship God in the beauty of holiness" as we seek to establish a sustainable and 
inspirational pattern of worship that will strengthen our common life together. 
 
The plans we make are, of necessity, imperfect and subject to the changes and chances 
of this life. They also are often limited by our own human shortcomings most starkly re-
vealed to us in Lent. My own hope and prayer is not that God will bless our plans, but that 
we will have the grace and strength to align our plans with the plans God already has for 
us. I invite you to continue to join me in that process. 
Blessings, 

 

--Tom+ 



Page 2 

    

        

Senior Warden’s Letter….Susan Ladue 

Wardens of  

St. Mark’s 

 

Susan Ladue 

Senior Warden   
Please contact her at: 

susanladue@gmail.com 

Or 541-941-2850 

 

Debra McFadden 

Junior Warden 

541-324-9451 or  
dmcfad1006@aol.com 

Beloved, 
 
I write to you from a place of mixed feelings. I am so happy, yet I am sad. 
But – isn't that life? We would not appreciate the one without knowing the 
other. See St. Augustine's prayer when he was a randy 18-year-old:  “God, 
let me sin so that I know what evil is and therefore welcome the good.” 
 
We are in a good place. We have priest who lives 
amidst us. Our ministry continues to grow. 
 
This Saturday, we'll bid adieu to to long time 
members who through their love and actions 
etched a forever place in our hearts. 
 
So, the happy and the sad. 
 
But there's more. 
 
Last Sunday at forum, you humored me and we did a little slice of 
Congregational Development which showed us that as opposed to the last 
time we did it 2+ years ago, we are no longer in decline, but ascending 
towards health. Happy! 
 
You have been so patient with my recovery. I am so better, but not 100% yet 
and I am frustrated and feel as though I am causing you concern. That's the 
sad for me. I don't ever want to cause you concern! Really, because you 
light my life. 
 
At the end of the day, we are all living life as well we can. Thanks for that. 
And while we do that, we find the where-with-all to care for our community. 
Amazing. 
 
I have a year to go as your Sr. Warden and vestry member. After that, I 
would like to focus on my pastoral ministries. 
 
We'll see! 
 
I love you, and thank you for allowing me to be your Warden and friend.  
 
Blessings to all of you. 
 

Susan 
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View from the Vestry…. 

Your vestry met on February 21. Minutes from the January meeting were 
reviewed and approved. Our first order of business was to confirm Debra 
McFadden as Junior Warden and Jay Matheson as Clerk.  

 

Our finances for January were more than $4,000 above budget; however, with a 
tight budget, expenses will be watched closely.  

 

Bill Dames presented a report about possible signage to be placed at Main and 
Oakdale and possibly at 4

th
 and Oakdale. We will hopefully have some definite 

commitments within the next couple of weeks. 

 

Kit provided an excellent overview of our outreach projects for the upcoming 
year having a focus on providing food and shelter to our community.  

 

Music at St. Mark’s will be hosting a quartet from St. Petersburg, Russia, on 
June 13 at 7 pm. Spread the news; this will be a great concert. 

 

Our music program was discussed with a focus on how our prospective music 
director will help in our parish goal to “broaden the style of our singing during 
worship.” The music search committee will be meeting early in March to review 
applications, which are coming in.  
 

Decision was made to continue our listing agreement with Caldwell Banker for 
the sale of Hafer House and to lower the price to $675K (a reduction of $100K). It 
is hoped that this will spark an offer. The goal is to have the property sold before 
summer. 
 

Susan reported on plans to join with the Family Nurturing Center in having an 
open house and Gala Celebration in an effort to show our involvement with and 
commitment to FNC. We would hold it at Hafer House, which may give additional 
exposure to potential buyers also. 
 

We will again have a great float and booth in the Pear Blossom Festival on April 
8. Our theme is “100 Years of Service.” At our booth, we will take the opportunity 
to invite folks to a celebration that is being planned for April 30 in honor of our 
patron saint.  
 

Our cameras are almost ready to install. These will be connected to a computer 
so that we will have a record of what goes on around our property. The cameras 
will be able to cover the entire parking lot, the courtyard, and the front of the 
church. Additionally, a fence has been installed between Hafer House and our 
garages, per the request of the apartment residents. Also, a new security door has 
been installed at the back door of Hafer House. 
 

The vestry will meet again on March 18 in retreat.  

 

Jan Martin 
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2017 Outreach Projects Report to Vestry 

On Feb.18th the outreach commission had a retreat. We started with 

discernment exercises and then reviewed the Outreach mission 

statement: The St. Mark’s outreach mission is to be of service in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the wider community in which we find 

ourselves, using time talent and treasure with which God has blessed 

us. 

In 2017, our focus is feeding the hungry and helping children in need, 

which we chose to do. Sheltering the homeless has chosen us, 

perhaps at God’s direction. The committee cut back 2017 projects significantly in December to 

match available funds. Vestry has allotted $5,000 for our projects. That is appreciated and we need 

to do more to share how the funds are used. We are also hoping to facilitate a more direct 

relationship between our members and the projects we support. We have focused on local projects 

targeting the poor. We are trying to move to a sustainable level, that is so that we do not need to 

rely as much on money from the church budget...but we are not there yet. We plan to spend 

approximately $15,500. We believe we will raise at least $7,100. The $3,450 short fall might need 

to come from pantry reserve funds, especially as much of that is used for the Thanksgiving 

Baskets. You will be hearing about the following projects which we will be asking you to support. 

Lenten Project   This year we are asking for help  to support Hope Village 
    The Outreach Committee will be matching the money raised from  
    individuals through the Outreach Offering banks available Sunday,  
    March 5 up to $1,000...so  your gift will go a long way. 
 

May     New Mom’s Kits These kits go to new Moms in need. 

Summer Months  Community Garden We pay the water bill 

August  Maslow Hygiene Kits  
  School back packs filled with hygiene items for homeless teens. 
 

Apostle’s Build   (Habitat for Humanity) Date uncertain ? The Outreach Committee has 

 been giving $1,200 as our share of the build and will be asking for 12 

 angels to give $100 each to help offset those costs rather than paying 

 them directly from the church budget. 

November   Thanksgiving Baskets    This is the biggest project (outside 

 the pantry) and we hope to do 200 baskets. To help curtail costs, 

 we are asking parish members to include canned cranberry sauce, 

 green beans, fruit cocktail and boxed macaroni and cheese in your 

 blue bag, ‘Food on the Fourth Sunday’.   

December   FNC Giving Tree   
    Christmas tree with tags for the children at FNC 
 
January 2018             Sock it to me Sunday   
    Maslow project to collect socks for homeless kids. 
 

Medford Food Project  On going      

 Funded by grants and a reserve. We will continue to ask you to 

 support it with the Food on the Fourth and volunteers. 

  

Please direct questions to Marilyn Myers, Kathy Garrett, and Kit Nilles. 

Outreach Report 2017 Plans 
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ECW...….Molly Kerr 

Hi Ladies, 
  
What a wonderful time for St. Mark's. We have a new priest, our church is buzzing with 
fantastic programs and activities and best of all we have 26 children in our Sunday School. 
God is blessing us. 
  
I want to take this time to remind you of some “special things on the horizon" 

  
As soon as the Easter celebration is over, ECW will be inviting you to be 
part of a beautiful tea where we will decorate tables like at the Advent 
Tea only in warm pastel spring colors with floral decorations depicting 
the hope of the Resurrection in our lives. You will want to be a part of 
this beautiful event so start planning a theme for your table and what 
special dishes and centerpieces you will use. Stay tuned for the date. 
  

And... 
  
ECW Spirituality Day is going to be in Salem this year on Saturday, May 20. I know that is 
a ways away, but it is never too early to mark your calendars and begin planning to go to 
this amazing day set aside for women in the Episcopal Churches 
throughout the Diocese. I have been several times and it is so worth 
the trip. Besides a delicious lunch and snacks, there are workshops 
offered (you choose which ones) throughout the day. This year the 
theme is "Seeking Wellness: Keep It Simple Sister". The focus will be 
on spiritual and physical health. The keynote speaker will be noted 
author and lecturer Elaine Sanchez and the workshops will reflect 
this theme. There is prayer time and time for spiritual reflection, of 
course. The cost is $25 per person--worth every penny. Be on the lookout for registration 
forms arriving for us to pre-register before the event. If you have any questions, please 
contact June at the church office, me, or Elizabeth Loring at (503) 364-4379. Contact June 
office@stmarks-medford.org or me mlkerr7@aol.com if  you want to go so we can form a 
carpool. Believe me, you won't regret it. One day can enrich your lives. It has mine. 
  
Blessings and stay well, 
  
Molly 

During St. Mark’s January Annual Meeting, Lyn McConnell 

and Pat Ayers were honored.   

When Lyn’s mother was ill, a young nurse named Eleanor 

Spatz took excellent care of her.  As a gift, Lyn’s mother gave 

Eleanor an Episcopal cookbook that consisted of recipes of 

Bishop’s wives.  After several decades of using the cookbook,  Eleanor recently al-

lowed the Altar Guild to use it to make snacks for the annual meeting.  The cook-

book was then presented to Lyn honoring her mother.  Recently, Eleanor moved 

from Medford to be closer to family. 

Pat was presented with a purple prayer shawl for her many dedicated years serving 
on the Outreach Commission and serving several years as chair of same.  Marilyn 
Myers and Kathy Garrett will co-chair the Outreach Commission.  Pat will remain 
with Outreach. 

mailto:office@stmarks-medford.org
mailto:mlkerr7@aol.com
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Parish Nurse Update…………….Nancy Miles 

Nancy Miles  

Serves the people of   

St. Mark’s as parish 

nurse. 

 

Contact Nancy at: 

541-621-8839 

or email her at: 

nancy42miles@gmail.com 

   

The foundation of Faith Community Nursing is the goal of supporting wholistic 
health: physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual. The Winter 2017 issue of 
Church Health is devoted to "Creating healthy lives through spiritual practice.  

Because Lent is fast approaching I will share with you my edited version of the first 
article titled "7 Spiritual Practices for the New Year."   

(1) Try praying at different times during the day or pray in 
different places.  Changes in time and place may open up a new 
channel for you and Spirit to commune.   

(2) Laughter and rejoicing need to be a part of our faith life.  I am sure many 
of you have seen an artist's painting of Christ laughing joyfully with a group of 
children.  Does it not make you smile and lighten your 
heart?  Recall moments of humor in your life and thank 
God for the experience and bless those who were part of 
the memory.  

(3) Loving yourself is the first step in "Love your neighbor 
as yourself." Write about what it means to love 
yourself.  Perhaps, make a list of ways you can love 
yourself and then do one a week.  

(4) Meditation or listening is a part of our faith life that is often 
neglected.  Set a timer for five minutes when you 
know you will not be disturbed. Sit quietly, focus on 
your breath, quiet your inner voice and listen.  

(5) Go for a prayerful walk.  See creation as if for the 
first time. Remember that all creation including you 
belong to God; that all creation has purpose and 
beauty.   

(6) Pray a movement prayer.  Whether you are in to Tai 
Chi or Yoga or simple stretching you can feel the brilliance of 
God's creative energy flow through out your body and be 
grateful.  

(7) Thankfulness comes in a variety of forms.  When you 
are open you will have many God given opportunities to 
experience gratitude.  At the end of the day bless all those persons and 
experiences who contributed to your thankfulness. 

Personally, one of the things for which I am grateful is having a sense of belonging 
to the family of St. Mark's church.  The following is a poem "For Belonging," written 
by John O' Donohue (I am also grateful to him for his prose and poetry.): 

May you listen to your longing to be free. 

May the frames of your belonging be generous enough for your dreams. 

May you arise each day with a voice of blessing whispering in your heart. 

 

Article continued on the bottom of the next page  

mailto:nancy42miles@gmail.com
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Announcements & Opportunities   

Organ Recital 
Robert Train Adams, organist and  

Phil Sullivan, trumpeter 
 

March 5, at 3 PM, Ashland resident Robert Train Adams, organist will join Boston-
based Phil Sullivan, trumpeter, in recital at First Presbyterian Church, 8th and Holly (85 S. 
Holly), Medford. They will present music for organ alone and for organ plus trumpet by 
Adams, Hertel, Tallis, and Howells. Also included will be several winning compositions from 
the Bayoubüchlein composition competition held by the 2016 American Guild of Organists 
national convention in Houston last summer. This concert is co-sponsored by First 
Presbyterian Church, Medford, and the Southern Oregon Chapter of the American Guild of 
Organists. It is free, although donations will be accepted to defray some of the costs.  

On Sunday 

Robert Train Adams has a career of over 55 years as a church organist and choir director, 
most recently serving as Minister of Music at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Orinda, 
California. He is retired from the University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, having also 
served at campuses of the University of California, Susquehanna University (Pennsylvania) 
and the University of Montevallo (Alabama) as music professor and department head over 
a 25-year career.  

Dr. Adams received music degrees through the Ph.D. from the University of California 
Berkeley, having studied composition with Joaquin Nin-Culmell, Richard Felciano, and Olly 
Wilson. After being awarded the George Ladd Prix de Paris Dr. Adams studied composition 
at the Conservatoire National Superieur de Musique in Paris, France, with Tony Aubin and 
Het Amsterdamsch Conservatorium in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, with Ton de Leeuw. 
His compositional activities focus on a wide range of choral and instrumental chamber 
ensembles. 

Phil Sullivan is former Artist in Residence at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, in Orinda, 
California. Following their Medford concert, the performers will travel to the San Francisco 
area to present several concerts. 

For more information, please contact Margaret Evans, 541-482-3075. 

Parish Nurse article continued 

 

May you find a harmony between your soul and your life. 

May the sanctuary of your soul never become haunted. 

May you know the eternal longing that lives at the heart of 
time. 

May there be kindness in your gaze when you look within. 

May you never place walls between the light and yourself. 

May you allow the wild beauty of the invisible world to gather you, mind you, and 
embrace you in belonging. 

Note:  Thanks to all of you who attended the Health & Healing Forum with Dr. 
Butler.  He sent a note expressing his gratitude to all of you as well. 
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Marilyn Myers & 

Kathy Garrett 

Co - Chairperson  

Outreach Committee 

Contact her, at: 

541-608-7653 

Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers  

Kathy Garrett 

Barbara Holley 

Dave Myers 

Marilyn Myers 

Jerry Nilles 

Rita Shale 

St. Mark’s Outreach 

 

During a recent Outreach Commission Retreat, the 200 boxes of Thanksgiving 
dinners that St. Mark ’s distributes came into discussion.  The cost of this 
holiday tradition at St. Mark’s is now over $6000.  Outreach Commission does 
not want to cut back on amount of boxes that goes to families at three schools, 
Family Nurturing Center and Jackson County Women’s Health Care.   

 
To help curtail costs, we are asking parish members to include canned 
cranberry sauce,  green beans, fruit cocktail and boxed macaroni and 
cheese in your blue bag, ‘Food on the Fourth Sunday’.   

 
These items will be set aside each month (not having to be paid for by 
Outreach) and included in the Thanksgiving boxes of food in November.   
Thank you for your consideration in one of St. Mark’s largest outreach 
projects.   
 
Blue baggers…..you are deeply appreciated.  Don’t forget to grab one when 
leaving the door at St. Mark’s.  Once a month, put into it what non-perishable 
food you are able. Bring it on the 4

th
 Sunday of the month for a blessing and 

addition to St. Mark’s Food Pantry.  Presently, St. Mark’s  feeds  almost 300 
people weekly. 
 
Our Mission Statement: The St Mark’s Outreach mission is to be of service in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the wider community in which we find 
ourselves, using the time, talent and treasure with which God has blesses us. 
 
After reviewing our Financial Report that includes the Vestry allotment of 
$5000 for 2017 plus funds we have received from grants and individuals we 
will have to cut back on some of our projects. Our focus for 2017 will be on 
local projects with our main focus on feeding the hungry and helping children 
in need which we have chosen  to do. And also sheltering the homeless” which 
has chosen us, perhaps at God’s direction. (See more information on the 
Lenten Project) 
 
The main projects for feeding the Hungry is our Food Pantry and the 
Thanksgiving Baskets. The Food Pantry is funded by grants, reserves and 
individual donations. We will continue to ask for your support with Food on the 
Fourth, donations and volunteers. 
 

The Thanksgiving Baskets are from Outreach funds and donations.  
We will be assembling Diaper Bags again this year in May for the Women’s 
Clinic with funds that were received from a grant specifically for this project 
As we move through the year and develop more projects based on our 
available funds and the current needs in our community we will update you 
and ask for your support. 

 Marilyn 
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Lenten Project 

It was decided that we would like to support “Hope Village” as were 

are concerned about the homeless. For those of you who may not 

know about “Hope Village” it is a community collaboration of a gated 

community of seven tiny homes with shared restrooms, showers, kitchen facilities 

and a community gathering area to help some of the homeless in our county. This 

will give some of the homeless a safe place to live while working with a case 

manager on more permanent ways to get off the streets and back into society. 

The cost of the homes has been raised but there is a need for help with monthly 

expenses and donations for essentials. It is estimated that it will cost about $18 per 

night per person to cover all village expenses including the cost of personalized 

case management. For Lent at St Marks there will be  donation boxes made 

available to you as well as daily Lenten readings.  Moneys collected will be matched 

up to $1000 by Outreach and the funds will be given to “Hope Village”. You will be 

hearing more about this as we are getting closer to Ash Wednesday.  

Blessings  

Marilyn  

 

Pantry Update 

As of this writing the pantry has served 288 clients, or 1,408 people in 

2017. 539 were children. We will be having are next pantry meeting on 

April 6 at 11:00 and everyone is invited to hear what we are doing and join us for 

lunch. We could use more drivers. One of our drivers had to drop out because his 

truck is out of commission. Another place you can help is on April 8 when we are 

trying to cover the parade and help with the Medford Food Project. Try dropping in 

at 1:00 to help pass out the food. It is a lot of fun and helps explain in action what 

words can not. Thank you for filling those blue bags. Food on the Fourth continues 

to really help. We are always short of cereal so that is a good choice as well as 

peanut butter. As we get closer to Thanksgiving we will have suggestions to help 

with the boxes. (Yes we really are thinking about that) 

Debra McFadden has been working on grants and we should have four to submit 

soon. We have used $2,383 of the $5,000, 2017 Carpenter grant. We have 

reserves and the prospects for grants are good. God is blessing this work with help 

and resources. 

Kit 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE...JAN MARTIN 

Jan Martin 

Treasurer 

Chairperson  
2015 Finance  
Committee 
 
Please contact her : 
Barbra@hollywoodfarm.com 

 

Roger Hercl, CPA 

Accounting Manager 

Email: 

rhercl@charter.net 

 

Don Ogren 

Treasurer 

Please contact him: 

dogren@mac.com 

 

Committee  

members: 

Roger Hercl 
Barbara Holley 
Cal Lanfear 
Lyn McConnell 
Don Ogren 
Betsy Sharp 
Jan Shipley 

January Finances 

 

Great news! We have started off the new year with more income 
than expenses. Overall, we are ahead of our budget by more than 
$4,000 for the first month of the year. This is a good start; however, 
our budget is tight, and we will continue to keep a close watch on 
our expenses. Thank you to everyone who is keeping up to date 
with their pledges. 

 

Our pledge campaign is winding down, and thank you to everyone 
who has pledged; however, if you have not yet had the opportunity 
to turn in a pledge card, you can still do this. If you need another 
card, please let Fr. Tom, Roger Hercl, or me (Jan Martin) know, and 
we will make sure one is provided. 

 

Jan Martin 
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A History Moment…Julie Drengson, Historian 

Historian: 
Julie  

Drengson 

History note from 30 years ago;  
part of A Century of Caring. 

 
In February 1987 the school building at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church was destroyed by fire. St. Mark's offered them the use 

of Dagwell Hall [now the Family Nurturing Center], which was 

St. Mark's church school building at the time. Sacred Heart 

used the Hall until the end of the school year, at the beginning 

of June. 

 

The money that Sacred Heart received from the insurance company would be 

given to St. Mark's for the use of the facilities. It was decided to form an 

Ecumenical Outreach Fund with the money, to be handled by Sacred Heart and 

St. Mark's jointly. Some would be used for the needy in the Rogue Valley at 

Thanksgiving and Christmas, as well as clothing and toys for the community. In 

December $1000 was donated to ACCESS from the joint fund. The joint 

committee also wanted to have shoe and blanket drives. 

Lent Madness 2017 starts Thursday, March 2. 
 

There are some interesting pairings this year for the Round of 32. Joan of Arc is 

up against Franz Jaggerstatter (an Austrian conscientious objector executed in 

World War II); Augustine of Hippo and Augustine of Canterbury vie against each 

other. Amelia Bloomer (advocate for women's rights and temperance) goes 

against Philipp Melanchthon (Lutheran reformer with Martin Luther); Fanny 

Crosby (who wrote over 8000 hymns and gospel songs) is bracketed with G.F. 

Handel; and Anselm of Canterbury vies with Florence Nightingale.  

I am already finding a few of them tough to choose between. The Golden Halo will 

be chosen on April 12, Wednesday of Holy Week. 

Go to lentmadness.org to vote for your favorite saints. You can sign up to receive 

daily email notices for the voting. Join in the fun and learn something new about 

some saints throughout history. 

http://lentmadness.org
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-Miller 

 
Margaret Dials  541-855-1851  margaretdials@gmail.com  
 
Barry Johnson  619-261-6367  bjjune@att.net 
 
Larry Kerr   541-779-9810  mlkerr7@aol.com 
 
Susan Ladue    541-941-2850  susanladue@gmail.com 
Sr. Warden  
 
Jan Martin   408-903-5358  ms.jan.martin@gmail.com 
Treasurer 

 
Jay Matheson  541-301-1241  alexjaym@gmail.com 
Clerk  

 
Debra McFadden  541-324-9451  dmcfad1006@aol.com 
Junior Warden 

 
Emily Miller-Francisco 541-488-9816  emillfran@msn.com 
 
Kit Nilles   541-864-9973  kathryn.nilles@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr 408-605-0349        rector@stmarks-medford.org 

 

V 

E  

S 

T 

R 

Y 

2017 

St. Mark’s Updates 

Sunday Coffee Hours 

We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others 

to celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two 

services. Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each 

other after services and a way to welcome visitors and new people 

to the parish. The coffee and hot water are always on so the hosting 

of the coffee hour is providing whatever food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice) 

that each host wishes to share. The Sign up sheet is on the Parish 

Hall bulletin board. 

Use your imagination and plan a theme!  Perhaps a commission 

would like to sponsor a coffee hour, feature what your ministry 

does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact Kit 

Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.  

mailto:margaretdials@gmail.com
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Players for Christ Folk and Gospel Group 

Singers and instrumentalists needed! 

Willing hearts, voices and instruments! 

For more information  

Contact Jan Martin at 

Cell: 408-903-5358 or ms.jan.martin@gmail.com 

Opportunities! 

Formation  

Programs: 
 

Susan 
Ladue 

Co-ordinator 

541-941-2850 

Forum 

Sunday 
School 

Book Group 

Bible  

Studies 

Library 

Lenten Forum Series 

 

This Lenten Season, don't give something up – take on something new instead! 

Add a new spiritual discipline to your faith life and join us six Sunday mornings in 

Lent during the forum to explore, discern, and reaffirm our Episcopal Identity.  

 

Drawn from a 2009 report called “Around One Table: Exploring Our Episcopal 

Identity”, each forum will focus on a particular aspect of our relationship with God 

and each other. Through facilitated dialog, we'll shine a brighter light on why we 

self-identify as members of the Episcopal Church and hopefully, that brighter light 

will illumine new ways to live Christ out into our world.  

 

The schedule is as follows: 

 

March 5
th

 – Introduction: “Gathering at the Table” 

March 12
th

 – Core: “Christ and Common Prayer” 

March 19
th

 – Second: “Church & World” 

March 26
th

 – Third “Think Anglican” 

April 2
nd

 – “Mission & Ministry” 

April 9
th

 (Palm Sunday) – Closing: “Who Are We?”  

 

For some, adding a spiritual discipline to their lives during the introspective and 

penitential season of Lent will be a new experience; others will have done so 

before. In either case, this forum series promises to engender new thoughts, new  

questions??? 
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Life at St. Mark’s 

2017 

Annual 

Meeting 



March    2017 
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Life at St. Mark’s  

Celebration 

of New  

Ministry 

Yeah Tom! 
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  M A R C H   2 0 1 7  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

H E R E  B E G I N S  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T    
( M a r k  1 : 1 )  

426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number 

and addresses so we have the correct information in our database. 

Email: office@stmarks-medford.org  or call 541-773-3111 

Mission Statement 2015 

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ  

by serving our church family and the wider community. 


