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The Rev  

Tom Sramek, Jr.  

Rector 

Lion Tales 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

February  2018 

Looking Inward and Moving Forward 

Dear People of God at St. Mark's: 

As I'm writing this, it is 65 degrees outside and a cloudless sky. It seems almost like spring has 

come early to the Rogue Valley! In many ways, it would be wonderful to just skip through the 

rest of winter and arrive at the lovely spring weather. However, farmers and others know that 

there is a rhythm to the seasons that we ignore at our peril. Or, as Isaiah wrote in February 4th's 

Old Testament reading: "but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 

faint." (Isaiah 40:31) Many times, God's timing is not our timing. 

In the same way, it seems like spring has sprung at St. Mark's! There was a great amount of 

enthusiasm at our combined worship service at the end of January (121 people in church!) that 

carried over into our Annual Meeting. That enthusiasm was the "flower" that came from the 

seeds planted months and years ago in the calling of a new Rector and the hiring of a new 

Music Minister as well as our other (relatively) new staff. It has come by the grace of God and 

through you, the members of St. Mark's. It is reflected in more than 80 pledges of financial 

support for over $210,000! While we still have a deficit, our financial situation is gradually 

improving. It is also reflected in smiling faces and encouraging words. St. Mark's is a joyful, 

growing, and "flowering" place to be! 

Into that joy comes the cautionary commemoration of Ash Wednesday and the season of self-

examination we call Lent. Ash Wednesday asks us to "remember that you are dust, and to dust 

you shall return." Lent invites us to dwell a bit on our mortal nature so that we may properly 

acknowledge where our efforts fall short and where God's grace steps in. During Lent this year 

there will be several opportunities for such introspection. First, we will be going through the 

Sacramentum webinar series on Sunday afternoons (4 to 5:30 pm, potluck 5:30 to 6:30 pm) that 

will enable us to explore our own faith tradition. We will also continue our Monday morning Bible 

Study (10 am in Hafer House) and you may want to take a Lenten "test drive" to see if it feeds 

your soul. Our Wednesday evening book study will continue (no pause for a Lenten series this 

year) and you are also invited to "test drive" that opportunity to be fed in body, mind, and spirit. 

Finally, in the next several weeks we will begin Phase 2 of our Building For the Future Capital 

Campaign, which is the Feasibility Study. Once we have reasonably solid numbers for our costs, 

the two questions we must answer are: "How much do we NEED to raise? How much CAN we 

raise from the members of St. Mark's?" That determination will involve online surveys, face-to-

face conversations, and perhaps a few telephone conversations. At the end of that time, we will 

know where we stand and can adjust our building budget as needed. While we don't want to 

lose momentum, we also don't want to "rush into spring" by not making sure we know all that we 

need to know to move forward. 

So, enjoy the weather while it lasts, savor the remaining days of Epiphany, and prepare to look 

inward in Lent so that we can move forward with Easter joy. 

Blessings, 

--Tom+ 
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Senior Warden’s Letter….Debra McFadden 

Wardens of  

St. Mark’s 

 

Debra McFadden 

Senior Warden 

 

Caitlin Butler 

Junior Warden 

 

I am surprised and honored to find myself in the role of Senior Warden, 

especially at this time in the life of our Parish. We are in the midst of an upsurge 

of growth and change with the first major building project at St. Mark’s since the 

1940s, and  experiencing an exhilarating growth of ministry both within our 

church family and our outreach to the community. 

St. Mark’s has had my heart from the time I married into the Parish. I married 

my beloved and found the welcoming of St. Mark’s a true blessing to our life 

together. For the second time in the life of St. Mark’s, during my time here, it 

feels like we are moving ahead  to a new discovery of ministry serving our faith 

community and our neighborhood. We have a new priest who wants to be a part 

of our Parish and community. The building project is a major step into serving 

our neighborhood in a significant way.  Let’s keep our eyes, ears, and hearts 

open to the possibilities ahead of us.  Keep praying for the inspiration and vision 

to move ahead. 

May the wind be at our backs as we follow the rainbow ahead. 

Shrove Tuesday 

February 13th 

Pancake supper 

5:30 p.m. 

Bring your family  & Friends! 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

Wednesday, February 14th 
 

Noon  -  Ash Wednesday Liturgy w/

Imposition of Ashes 

 

7:30 p.m.  - Ash Wednesday Liturgy  

(w/ashes) & Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
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View from the Vestry….Susan Ladue 

Your vestry last met Tuesday, January 16
th
. . Here are the highlights. 

 
After initial house-keeping and a lovely reflection by Caitlin Butler on a writing of 
Martin Luther King, we opened the floor to Penny Klabunde, our congregant who is 
on the Board of the Family Nurturing Center (FNC). 
 
FNC is the recipient of a $2 million grant from the state to revitalize (NOT gentrify – 
there is a great difference!) our corner of West Medford. FNC's proposal was that 
they buy outright the two plots that currently provide the soil for the community 
garden and sign a 100-year lease on the soil (not the building) under Dagwell Hall. 
Their plan is to build a structure on the garden plots that would create a new much 
needed Center on the ground floor. 2

nd
 floor would be much needed office/

counseling space, and the other multiple floors above that, housing. Multi-income 
housing so that seniors, clients of FNC and people looking to live in proximity to the 
center of Medford would co-exist. 
 
There was much conversation about this. Let it be understood that St. Mark's would 
benefit in several ways. We would be trading property for an immediate cash 
contribution to our building for the future fund. After the building of the new FNC is 
complete, we would also benefit from a percentage of 'rent' for a new building built 
where Dagwell is that would be more mixed-income, multi-use housing. The FNC 
has been very sensitive to us in that the sign proclaiming “Dagwell Hall” will be 
honored in the new building they build. 
 
As I said there was much conversation about this. Many specific questions were 
asked that we simply don't have the answers to right now. At the end of about an 
hour, your Vestry authorized Tom to continue the conversation with FNC to arrive at 
those specific details, so that the Vestry can make an informed decision, much as 
we did with Rogue Retreat. 
 
Great segue! But first! 
 
We accepted the final monthly financial report for December. We are not so far from 
our budgeted shortfall after all but the fact that we moved the distribution from our 
fund-base from December to January makes the deficit look bigger on paper than it 
is in actuality. 
 
We talked about the discernment process we are in leading up to a capital 
campaign for our proposed build-out of parish hall. Apparently everything is going 
well. We approved moving into the feasibility stage. If you have questions about it, 
contact a member of the BFF Committee whose co-chairs are Debra McFadden 
and Tom the priest. 
 
We extended the listing on Hafer because we received an offer. It was a low-ball 
offer, and your vestry talked deeply about it. At the end of a long night, Vestry voted 
unanimously to decline the offer and hope for a counter-offer from the party, which 
would give us time to work things out with Rogue Retreat. We have extended the 
listing with Tom F the REALTOR though March. 
 
After ALL that we got back to house-keeping and prayer and adjourned. Whew! 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Medford, Oregon 

 

Building For the Future (BFF) Campaign 
 

Presented at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 28, 2018 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
  

The following is an attempt to provide up-to-date answers to questions that 
have been asked over the past several weeks and months. Please see a BFF 
Committee member for more information or if you have further questions. 
 

Design 
 
1.    How have the plans presented at the October 2017 forum changed? 
  
The bathrooms have been moved to the front of the current parish hall and the nursery and 
parish offices closer to the central hallway, allowing us to use the current entry area as a 
lobby. The rest of the plans are substantially as they were presented. We have made sure 
that the new parish hall is a welcoming space and that we have an exterior that does not 
overwhelm the church.  
  
2. Why this size, not bigger or smaller?          
  
Our plans cover all our current program needs as well as anticipated future needs. The plan 
adds a larger parish hall that will accommodate bigger gatherings. It replaces our current 
offices with new offices, and adds a nursery, music room, commercial kitchen, and food 
pantry storage, as well as an elevator and handicapped access to the parish hall and church. 
We have also tripled the number of bathroom stalls and made more of them accessible to 
those with limited mobility. We have new Sunday School rooms with the flexibility of 
movable walls that can be opened to make those three rooms become a 1200 sq./ft. room, 
close to the size of the current parish hall.  We can rent out the new parish hall and this 
room at the same time. All of these new spaces give us room for both more effective 
ministry and the ability to function as a community center. 
  
3.     Why a second floor and an elevator? 
  
We just couldn’t get all the square footage we needed in a ground floor. The second floor will have the 

finance, music and rector’s office, vesting room, music room, and three Sunday School rooms. There will be a 

common area upstairs for computers and copiers. There is no cost difference between building a larger one-

story structure and building a smaller two-story one.  

The elevator will accommodate the needs of our aging population who need access to the 
office areas, vesting and choir rooms, etc. without having to use the stairs. We also 
considered the difficulties of getting handbells, supplies, and equipment from storage spaces 
to the church.  The costs of elevators are much less than they were in the past. We estimate 
the cost to be roughly $80,000 and believe it will be money well spent. This part of the 
building upgrade will make the building fully handicapped accessible to all and open new 
possibilities of usage. 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pages 4-9 
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4.        Did we consider handicapped access from the exterior of the building? 
  
The current courtyard is to be redesigned with ramps that will allow for access to buildings 
for those with a walker or wheelchair. It will be an open landscaped space with a circular 
drive to allow for dropping off people. Safety has been carefully considered and with that 
in mind the space will be open and welcoming but not suitable for camping, so as to 
discourage the homeless from doing so. 
  
5. Will we have adequate parking after the parking area by the garages is gone? 
 
Yes. We have 15 spaces during the week in the YMCA lot and the entire lot on Sundays, 
on which we have a 99-year lease. We may need to ask the school to free up space.  We 
will continue to have street parking in front of the church.  All of this will give us adequate 
parking. 
 

Mission and Ministry 
 
6. How does this plan support our mission of “Sharing Christ’s love by feeding 
people  

in body, mind and spirit.”? 
 
We want to feed people in all three ways—body, mind, and spirit—as much of the time as 
possible. In body, we believe that in addition to our Food Pantry, we have the potential to 
sponsor community meals and host cooking classes, something that is nearly impossible 
with our current kitchen and Parish Hall. In mind, we believe that we need to have bright, 
welcoming classrooms for our children and the ability to host multiple adult and children’s 
classes simultaneously. In spirit, we believe that programs such as Lenten Quiet Days and 
alternative services would be facilitated by our new space.  
 
7.    Does this plan support the current programs and consider future needs? 
  
Yes! The BFF committee really looked at how we are using our building and how we want 
to improve these programs. They also looked for flexibility so that the building can adapted 
to future programming. We really believe this meets our current and future goals.   
  
8. What will we be able to do that we aren’t able to now, and what will we be able 
  to do better? 
  
If you have ever been to one of our potlucks, you know that space is very tight in our parish 
hall when everyone is there. A new and larger parish hall will be able to more easily 
accommodate all of us with room to grow and will be available to others for catered events. 
Our current kitchen is  extremely small, and a new commercial kitchen will allow both 
easier preparation and cleanup as well as space for others to rent. We currently have our 
children and youth classes in the basement and the new building will have light, airy, 
welcoming rooms upstairs for them. Rather than having to cart food back and forth to the 
garages, the pantry will be contained within the building, including having a loading dock 
for deliveries. The library (current fireplace end of the parish hall) will be a good space for 
small groups. All of the office functions will be in the building. There is a new music/
vesting room upstairs and that will free up the old music room for storage and a small 
workshop for maintenance needs. We will have more space to offer for rent, or offer to 
Family Nurturing Center and other partners in service. 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pgs 4-9 
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Costs 
 
9. How much will this project cost and how reliable are those numbers? 
  
We have preliminary estimates that range from $1.5 million (based on $125 per square 
foot) to $2 million. As we select a contractor, those numbers will be refined in the coming 
weeks. 
  
10.        Does this include site prep, architectural fees, building permits, and utility 
costs? 
  
The current estimate includes site prep, fees, permits, building plans, etc. Mark’s fees also 
include working with contractors to get bids. Utilities will increase but we will not be 
paying for Hafer, probably a net positive. As much as possible, we will build an energy 
efficient structure. 
 
11.      Who is the point person on the project and how will they be able to control 
costs? 
            What has been built into the budget for the unexpected? 
  
Mark McKechnie is our point person for the design phase of the project. A team consisting 
of Rev. Tom, Debra McFadden, and Mark McKechnie interviewed four general contractors 
and have discussed their evaluations with the BFF Committee.  They have recommended a 
Construction Manager/General Contractor (CMGC) for the project that will help us refine 
the design and devise cost containment strategies. The budget will include a contingency 
fund in case of any cost overruns. Most increased costs result from changes mid-way 
through the construction process, which we will strive to minimize. We cannot cover every 
contingency, but we have tried to be very practical and consider as many unknowns as 
possible. One of the most important controls is in materials. There is a big difference 
between types and costs of flooring for example. We will use the best materials we can for 
the money we have available.  However,  we don’t plan to use luxury finishes unless we 
receive specific donations to sponsor “upgrades” to those materials.  
 
12.    What if the project costs more than we raise? What other options do we have? 
  
There are some savings to be made by reducing square footage, controlling cost of building 
products (carpet squares vs. carpet for example).  Some areas might be left unfinished, 
which is problematic but possible. The Family Nurturing Center has expressed interest in 
purchasing the garden lots and entering into a long-term lease of our Dagwell Hall 
property. If cash flow became a problem, we could get a short-term loan to be paid back 
when Hafer House sells. If it is leased for a longer term, the lease payments would 
payments on any loan we might get. 
  
13.    What are the maintenance and utilities needs and are they budgeted? 
  
Moving from Hafer House to the new building will likely give us a net savings on utility 
costs.  Maintenance will be less on a new building but is of course something that needs to 
be in our annual budget. In 2018 we have budgeted $37,139 for buildings and grounds. 
This includes utilities, maintenance contracts and supplies along with  property insurance. 
That amount will likely decrease due to lower utility and maintenance costs on the new 
building. 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pages 4-9 
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Sources of Funds 
 
14. How much do we currently have in savings that can be devoted to this project? 
  
We currently have $1 million that is allocated for this project. $600,000 is the remainder of 
our previous capital campaign and $400,000 came from a generous unrestricted bequest. It 
is likely that we will use some memorial funds and other designated funds totaling $50,000. 
While we do have unrestricted bequests in the St. Mark’s Fund (totaling $270,000), we 
anticipate needing at least a portion of that money as an operating fund reserve to fill our 
budget gap in 2019 and beyond and thus we will be extremely cautious about expending 
those funds for this project. 
 
15.    If we aren’t making our current operating budget and cannot draw interest 
from  
         funds that we will spend on the project, how will we cover the continuing 
deficit? 
  
Neither the funds (nor the minimal interest on them) that we will spend on the project are 
being used to support our General Fund budget. There is still some money in reserve but of 
course this is a limited solution. In 2018 we will be drawing about $50,000 from our 
operating reserves, eliminating those. After that, we would need to use money from the St. 
Mark’s Fund.  
 
16. How does the sale of Hafer House factor in? 
  
We are finalizing a lease agreement with Rogue Retreat to pay St. Mark’s $2,000 a month 
plus covering all utilities (including our share). They will continue to let us use our current 
office space and the ballroom during the construction phase. Those funds could be used to 
cover a bridge loan or construction loan. Rogue Retreat is working on a Medford Urban 
Renewal Agency (MURA) grant to buy the building for $400,000 plus the cost of a 
sprinkler system ($23,000). They plan to use the building for women’s transitional housing 
and offices for Rogue Retreat. These programs are well established and are programs that 
support our mission.  If they don’t get their grant they will continue to lease the building 
with an option to buy for up to three years.  
 
17.    If we borrow, what is the interest rate and how long are the terms? 
  
Mortgage interest rates are currently running around 4%. We could borrow from a bank or 
credit union or from the Episcopal Building Fund. Our hope is to raise enough so that we 
need not borrow any money, but if we did, a 30-year $400,000 mortgage at 4% would cost 
$1,910 per month. We have not yet requested nor secured a loan, so interest rate and terms 
could be different.  This is an option we really intend to avoid. 
 
18.    What can we expect in income in the future and/or to cover borrowed money? 
  
We expect to be able to rent the Sunday school rooms, kitchen and parish hall. Examples 
include rehearsal space for productions at the Holly Theatre, groups who want to cook in a 
commercial kitchen, weddings, music festivals, etc. We will have one of the few large 
gathering spaces in the downtown area. Reverend Tom has received preliminary inquiries 
regarding outside use of any new space. Past experience suggests we might expect to get as 
much as $30,000 per year from facilities use fees from the new building. 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pgs 4-9 
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 Fundraising Efforts 

 

19.   So, can we do this?  How will this campaign be different from earlier efforts?   
  
In previous capital campaigns, we did not have adequate support for the extensive plans 
that were put forward.  This time we have been more methodical and explored carefully 
all of our options for enhancing the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s while being good 
stewards of our resources.  This plan addresses our current needs while retaining 
flexibility for changes over time.  The most obvious need is that the maintenance and 
expansion of our ministries will require additional space when Hafer House is sold or 
leased. In the development of this plan we have sought to reduce costs where possible. It 
is as “lean and mean” as we can make it. 
                      
 
20.    How will my money be used? How will I be recognized for my gift?  
            Can I give to a specific thing and will there be a donor sign for that? 
  
Your donation will be used to offset the cost of the total project. If you want it used for a 
specific purpose and a dedication sign on that item, it can be done. As an example, the 
current plan is to designate the elevator as the “Landsburgh Lift” to recognize Olive 
Landsburgh’s generous $400,000 bequest.  You might “adopt” the cost of a classroom or 
other space. You might want to fund a specific area within a space. Smaller projects are 
also funding possibilities--for example, you might fund shelving in the library, if the 
library is something you feel called to support. We can put your name on a plate on the 
room or fixture that your contribution funds, put your name on a list of donors, etc. It 
might be a great way to remember or honor a loved one. There is also the possibility of 
engraving bricks in our newly renovated courtyard area. 
 
21.    Will you be coming back for more money in future years? 
  
Not for this project. Our intent is to raise enough money for the foreseeable future. We 
will continue to need funds to maintain the buildings but there are no other pressing needs. 
We already have a new heating system and roof and little deferred maintenance. One of 
the main reasons we are doing as large a project as we are is so that we don’t quickly 
outgrow the space and have to go back and ask for more money after a few years. 
  
22.   Can I give through my estate? 
  
That is always an option, and St. Mark’s welcomes your support in your estate plan! When 
establishing or revising your will, we hope you will think of your church community and 
plan for it as you would your family. However, while that planned giving will certainly 
help in the future it is unlikely to cover any current building costs. We will not be 
borrowing in anticipation of future bequests. 
 
 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pages 4-9 
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Oversight and Decision-making 
 
23.    Who is overseeing the project and managing the budget? 
  
General oversight of the project will fall to Reverend Tom and Debra McFadden. However, 
the CMGC will be responsible for the day-to-day construction management. The Building 
For the Future (BFF) Committee will meet regularly for updates and to make 
recommendations to the Vestry, who will ultimately approve the allocation of funds. That 
committee includes Margaret Dials, Betsy Sharp, Debra McFadden, Cal Lanfear, Kit 
Nilles, Marilyn Meyer, Mark McKechnie and Rev. Tom Sramek.  Jr. Jerry Campbell is our 
capital campaign consultant. Please talk to any of us or any member of the Vestry. We 
want to hear your concerns and answer your questions.  
  
24.    Who will make the final decision on what to build and who will build it? 
 
The Vestry, acting on the recommendation of the BFF Committee.  
  
25.    How long will this project take and what is the time line for it? 
 
We are currently in the first of three phases of the Capital Campaign, the Discernment 
Phase. That phase will be completed when we have solid cost estimates and assured 
congregational support to move forward, hopefully in the next several weeks. We will then 
undertake the second phase, a Feasibility Study, to determine how much money may 
reasonably be raised from the congregation in support of this project. This will take a 
couple of months. Finally, the “Ask” (or Fundraising) phase will involve soliciting 
donations from congregational members. Only after all phases of the capital campaign are 
completed can construction begin in earnest. Our current plan is to begin construction 
around July 1, 2018. 
 
Estimates of the time of construction have ranged from eight months to a year. It could 
have been as little as six months, but we still need to be able to use our parish hall for as 
long as possible, so we are contemplating a two-phase construction process which 
lengthens the time. 

New Building Frequently Asked Question pgs 4-9 
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Announcements & Opportunities

Music at St. Mark’s Concert  

Nic Temple, pianist 

February 10th at 7:00 p.m. 
Free admission 

 
Nikolai Medtner - 4 Fairy Tales, op. 26 

Beethoven - Sonata in C# minor,op.27 no. 2 (the moonlight sonata) 

Chopin - 2 Nocturnes, op.55            Francis Poulenc- Melancolie 

Rachmaninoff - Moment Musicaux no.'s 4, 5, and 6, from op. 16. 

Hailing from Ashland Oregon, Nic Temple performed extensively in the Southern Oregon area as 

a soloist while studying at Southern Oregon University under the direction of Dr. Alexander Tutunov. His 

performance of the Liszt Eroica etude was described by the Jacksonville Review as “…a very impressive 

performance.” Additionally, he has served as an accompanist and in musical theatre, including the 

acclaimed Oregon Shakespeare Festival production of Into the Woods. Also a composer, Nic Temple has 

had an enthusiastic response to works premiered by the NACUSA Southern Oregon chapter, the First 

United Methodist Church of Ashland, and has premiered several of his original works in recitals. 

In autumn 2015, Mr. Temple moved to London to pursue his Master’s studies. While there, he 

performed with both the Turner Quartet and the Corfield Trio, engaging in educational outreach 

throughout London and Bristol in addition to performing at a Wigmore Hall study day and as a student of 

the Kuhmo Music Course in Kuhmo, Finland.  Additionally, he collaborated several times with the 

composer Cameron Dodds, including a piano-duo project and a performance with live dancers at The 

Place.  

Mr. Temple has enjoyed success in competitions, both in performance and composition. He was 

a first place winner in both the NACUSAsor Composition Competition, and the Rogue Valley Sonata 

Competition. At SOU he was awarded the Evans Family Music Scholarship, and the E. Mulling 

Outstanding Freshman Music Student Scholarship Award. 

A multi-instrumentalist, Nic Temple studied classical guitar in addition to performing with the 

SOU percussion ensemble. As a member of the ensemble, he was part of the west coast premiere of 

Elliot Cole’s Amen in 2015 for the Northwest Percussion Festival. In other appearances with the 

ensemble, he performed the challenging piano parts for George Antheil’s Ballet Mecanique and Steve 

Reich’s Music for 18 Musicians. 

Mr. Temple was recently awarded a Master of Performance degree at the Guildhall School of 

Music and Drama in London, where he studied with Laura Roberts. He has studied with several noted 

pedagogues in masterclasses, including Dr. Julian Martin of the Juilliard School, Dr. Robert Roux of Rice 

University, and Dr. Arnaldo Cohen of the Jacobs School of Music.  As a member of chamber ensembles, 

he has worked with Levon Chilingirian, Caroline Palmer, Andras Keller, and members of the Endellion 

Quartet. 
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Sundays, 

February 11 to March 25 
4 to 5:30 p.m. Class Session  
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  Potluck (optional) 

 

Please join us for a “deep dive” into our relationship with God in Christ and our relationships with 
one another as Christ’s church. This will also serve (along with a post-course mini-retreat on April 8) 
as our Inquirer’s Class for those who wish to be Confirmed, Received, or to Reaffirm their Baptismal 
vows. 
 

Sunday, February 11  - Relationships 
This introductory class will ask who is Jesus? and who are we? - as we get to know one another 
through small group exercises and hear some great words from Lisa Kimball. 
 

Sunday, February 18  - Belonging 
Christ calls us not only to belong to him, but to other believers in a local faith community. This class 
will explore belonging through the lens of the Baptismal covenant and the Book of Common Prayer. 
Our presenter is Wendy Claire Barrie. 
 
Sunday, February 25 - Scripture 
Scripture lies at the heart of Christianity, its interpretation is as varied as humanity. This class 
explores faithful reading, interpretation, and application. Our presenter is Scott Gunn. 
 
Sunday, March 4 - Prayer 
How do we talk with God - both individually and corporately? Not only will we learn how to pray, 
but we'll look at spiritual disciplines, sacraments, and liturgy. Our presenters are Samantha Haycock 
and Deon Johnson. 
 
Sunday, March 11 - Politics 
Humans are political beings whose beliefs motivate their actions. This class will look at how knowing 
Jesus informs our actions. It will address social justice and Christian responsibility. Our presenter is 
Heidi Kim. 
 
Sunday, March 18 - Story 
Who we are is related to what we were. This class explores the history and heritage of the Episcopal 
Church and its place in the wider Anglican Communion. It is led by Thomas Ferguson and Ian 
Douglas. 
 
Sunday, March 25 - Wayfinding 
The constant companion on the Christian journey is discernment: what does our baptism call us to 
be and do? How do we sense God's leading? How does our faith inform our decision-making? This 
class is taught by John Lewis and Malcolm McLaurin 
 

If you are interested in this class, you are asked to commit to attending all sessions. Make-ups are possible the 
week following each class if you must miss due to illness or other unavoidable conflict. To sign up, please 
contact Rev. Tom at rector@stmarks-medford.org or by phone at (541) 773-3111. Deadline for registrations 
is Sunday, February 4. 

Sunday, April 8 - SPECIAL MINI-RETREAT: Living a Local Faith—Discipleship at St. Mark’s 

We have spent the last few weeks exploring our individual and corporate faith journey along with many 
others. This “mini-retreat” is a time to “get local” and talk about how we live out our faith as members of St. 
Mark’s and residents of Medford. All are invited. Those who wish to be Confirmed, Received, or to Reaffirm 
their Baptismal Vows are required to attend. 
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Marilyn Myers & 

Kathy Garrett 

Co - Chairperson  

Outreach Committee 

Contact her at: 

541-608-7653 

Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers  

Kathy Garrett 

Barbara Holley 

Dave Myers 

Marilyn Myers 

Jerry Nilles 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 

Pantry Year end report 2017 

 

Through the generosity of all of our Parish and 

volunteers we had another very successful year. We 

served 10,976 individuals, at a per person cost of 

$2.01, and a per box cost of $6.94 per family. Many 

people come each week for food. 

 

We have spent $5,049.74 total for the first quarter. In the second 

quarter, we have spent $5,842.53. The third quarter we have spent 

$5073.70. In Sept. we spent $2,391.34 for TP. In the fourth quarter, 

we spent $5,511.33. We spent a total of 21,477.30. * Some of the 

items we bought for Thanksgiving Baskets came to $1,573.34 

which outreach credited back to the account. The budget we used 

for grant funding was $22,000. We spent $19,903.96  after that 

credit back.  

 

We received a grants for $5,000 in 2017 from the Carpenter 

Foundation,  $2,500 from West Family, $2,500 from Chaney, and 

$7,500 from Cow Creek. That is $17,500 of the $19,732 spent. We 

were over budget this year about $2,403.96 which was covered by 

our reserve. We may not be eligible for the Cow Creek next year 

and expect to have to spend more reserves in 2018. Perhaps 

additional grants will be secured to help with that issue.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Kit Nilles 



February  2018  

Page 13 

 

 

Outreach  Commission News: 

Mathew 25:35  
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked af-
ter me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
Mathew 25:40  
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers of mine, you did for me.” 
  

Sock-it-to-me Sunday 
 
What a blessing to see the children bring the blue “Food on the 4

th
” bags forward to 

the alter on Sunday January 28
th
 that included socks for the clients of The Maslow 

Project. Another great success, thanks to all of you for your contributions, prayers 
and support for not only the Food Pantry but also for Maslow. 
  
  
Hygiene Kits for Maslow 
 
Come one and all on Sunday February 11

th
 to the forum where we will enjoy a short 

presentation from a representative from The Maslow Project and then we will as-
semble the Hygiene Kits for their clients. We will be putting together 100 Hygiene 
Bags with items purchased from a $3500 grant that the Outreach Commission re-
ceived from the Carrico Foundation. A special thanks to Maggie Carrico and to Pat 
Ayres who wrote the Grant Request. 
  

Kelly Shelter Homeless Center 
 
Outreach donated $1000 to the Kelly Shelter for supplies for the Homeless Shelter. 
Also volunteers from St Marks Food Pantry and The Outreach commission plus oth-
er congregants have been supplying the Thursday evening meal for The Kelly Shel-
ter. We have agreed to supply the meal until the end of March. The Kelly shelter is 
also in need of snack foods as well as breakfast food. For more information talk to 
Reverend Tom or members of our Pantry or Outreach. 
  

Diaper Bags Assembly will be April 29- more information will be 
given at a later date. 
  

New Members Welcome 
If you are interested in joining Outreach, new members are always welcome. We 
meet the second Tuesday of the month at 5:00 
  
Blessings, 
 

Marilyn Myers 



Page 14 

    

        

 

 

A History Moment… 

Historian: 
Julie  

Drengson 

More about the MarKade 
 
Here are a couple of photos of gatherings at the MarKade. 

 

The photo of a formal gathering was from one of a series of dances held at the 

MarKade in November 1943, with the 83
rd

 General Hospital unit from Camp White. 

The hostesses are the Markettes, a group of young girls 16-19 years of age. The 

Markettes helped with dancing and games. The December dance is planned for 

Christmas, when Markettes who are at school will be home for the holidays. 

 

An article in the Medford Mail Tribune from October 1942 spoke of the planning for 

the extension of the church and two recreation halls. However, the article also says 

that it is a two-story addition on the south side of the church, so I think they really 

meant two stories, not two halls. Each story will contain a fireplace and cooking fa-

cilities, which fits with the fireplace on the ground floor, and the fireplace in the 

basement room, which was the game room. Soldiers on the west coast said that 

“nowhere else have they found a place like the MarKade”. They especially enjoyed 

the homelike atmosphere created by the fireplace, comfortable furniture, game 

room, and the kitchen which they and their wives could use. 
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More about the MarKade 



Page 16 

    

        

 

 

  
Caitlin Butler   503-267-9903  ckfbutler@gmail.com  
Junior Warden 
 
Joan Fish   206-669-5804  joanfish@yahoo.com 
 
Sam Freshour    541-776-1021  sjfreshour@gmail.com  
 
Barry Johnson  619-261-6367  bjjune@att.net 
 
Jan Martin   408-903-5358  ms.jan.martin@gmail.com 
Treasurer 

 
Jay Matheson  541-301-1241  alexjaym@gmail.com 
Clerk  

 
Debra McFadden  541-324-9451  dmcfad1006@aol.com 
Senior Warden 

 
Kit Nilles   541-864-9973  kathryn.nilles@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr 408-605-0349        rector@stmarks-medford.org 
 
Trevor Thorndike        tethorndike@gmail.com   

 

V 

E  

S 

T 

R 

Y 

2018 

St. Mark’s Updates 

Sunday Coffee Hours 

We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others 

to celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two 

services. Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each 

other after services and a way to welcome visitors and new people 

to the parish. The coffee and hot water are always on so the hosting 

of the coffee hour is providing whatever food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice) 

that each host wishes to share. The Sign up sheet is on the 

Parish Hall bulletin board. 

Use your imagination and plan a theme!  Perhaps a commission 

would like to sponsor a coffee hour, feature what your ministry 

does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact Kit 

Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.  

mailto:ckfbutler@gmail.com
mailto:sjfreshour@gmail.com
mailto:tethorndike@gmail.com
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Invitation to February Forum Series 

Formation  

Programs: 
 

Susan 
Ladue 

Co-ordinator 

541-941-2850 

Forum 

Sunday 
School 

Book Group 

Bible  

Studies 

Library 

Our forum series continues in February with wonderful content and 
delightful presenters! 
 
First up, on Sunday, February 4

th
, we'll meet Alex Barbiero, 

Southern Oregon Chairman of Oxford House, a national non-profit 
organization that purchases homes throughout the nation and 
transforms them into multi-rentor housing for individuals who are in 
recovery. Alex opened 7  Oxford Houses (some for men and some 
for women) in our Valley in 2017. They are democratically-run and 

financially self-supporting. 
 
Alex will give an overview of how people come to need an Oxford House, and how 
their Oxford House empowers them to re-learn 'normie life' and how to sustain, 
maintain, and advance it. The basic tenet upon which Oxford House operates is 
accountability and personal responsibility. When individuals are ready to leave 
Oxford House, they are already responsible, productive citizens. 
 
On February 11

th
, we will welcome back our friend and partner Serina Quast from 

The Maslow Project. She will give us an update and join us in assembling toiletry 
bags for Maslow clients - homeless children and youth and their families here in our 
Valley. Serina is a past Maslow client, and her story is one of faith and hope. She is 
just darling! Please come make her feel at home, and join in what I think is one of 
the most fun outreach activities we do throughout the year – ASSEMBLY! 
 
Come February 18

th
, we'll get to know one of the newer members we've been 

blessed with – Anne Zauner. Anne splits her time between Medford and Idaho, but 
when she's here she's ours – wonderfully so! Anne is part of “The Jesus Movement 
– GO!” - the AACT (Act As Christ Taught) and wants to introduce it to our parish 
family. The AACT promotes health in our Holy Land, through dialog, outreach, 
prayer and action. 
 
Though Lent will have begun on Valentine's Day (and Easter is April Fool's Day – 
go figure!), on February 25

th
 we'll take 45 minutes to plumb the depths and great 

heights of what Lent means to us as Episcopal Christians. We'll trace the history of 
Lent and talk about what it is today. Is it really meant to be a somewhat drear time 
of deprivation and introspection (both of which can be meaningful and clarifying) or 
can it also be a time of stretching unused muscles by taking something on? I'll let 
you decide after we tease it out! And oh – which Sunday in Lent is 'Mothering 
Sunday'??? 
 
Please join us at 9 for coffee, fellowship and a deepening of our communal faith life. 
 
 Susan 
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Life at St. Mark’s 

January 5th Sunday and Annual Meeting 2018 
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 
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S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  O C T O B E R   2 0 1 7  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

H E R E  B E G I N S  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T    
( M a r k  1 : 1 )  

426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number 

and addresses so we have the correct information in our database. 

Email: office@stmarks-medford.org  or call 541-773-3111 

Ash Wednesday Services 

Wednesday, February 14th 
 

Noon  -  Ash Wednesday Liturgy  

w/Imposition of Ashes 

 

7:30 p.m.  - Ash Wednesday Liturgy  

(w/ashes) & Holy Eucharist, Rite II 


