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The Rev  

Tom Sramek, Jr.  

Rector 

Lion Tales 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

April   2017 

Dear Family of God at St. Mark's: 

I have remarked before that this will be a year of transitions at the tail end of a number of 

such years. With everything else in transition, I write this rather lengthy newsletter article to 

let you know of yet one more, this time in our Youth and Children's Ministry program. 

After more than six months of full time (i.e. every Sunday) teaching of our younger children 

(K-5th grade), Kate Choi and Ellie Hilton have asked to reduce their teaching duties to one 

Sunday per month and Mary Adrian and Geni Hilton have volunteered to teach one Sun-

day per month as well. I want to take this opportunity to thank Kate and Ellie for their ser-

vice--they have done above and beyond my expectations and deserve our hearty thanks 

for all that they have done and continue to do for our children. Thanks also to Mary and 

Geni for their willingness to step in and teach. This leaves two Sundays per month current-

ly without teachers. That being the case, with the concurrence of the Children's Ministry 

Commission and the Vestry, I have decided the following: 

 

1. As previously determined, we will not be holding Sunday School on Easter Sunday 

(April 16) and instead invite the children to celebrate Easter with us and participate in the 

Easter Egg Hunt after church. 

 

2. We will be instituting "First for Families" Sundays where children will be invited to remain 

with their parents on the first Sunday of each month (April 2 and May 7) and the service 

will be slightly modified to accommodate them, including a children's sermon. I'm open to 

suggestions for other modifications as well. 

 

3. June 4 is the first Sunday of the month, but is also Pentecost Sunday and we will have 

our final Sunday School class of the program year on that date before taking a break for 

the summer months. 

 

4. We will need two volunteers each to teach on the remaining Sundays in April and May. 

We will be developing a schedule and will let people know when those specific dates are. If 

you or someone you know would be interested in a single Sunday opportunity to teach 

(with appropriate support from Pam Boston, our Youth and Children's Ministry Coordina-

tor), please let Pam or me know. 

 

In the last couple of years we have seen unprecedented growth in the number of youth 

and children coming to St. Mark's. Some of the children are "veterans" of church participa-

tion and others are relative newcomers. All are welcome, valued, and appreciated by our 

church family. I invite you to pray for our Youth and Children's Program for the next several 

months as we finish out this program year and begin to plan for next year.    

        (continued on page 2) 
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Junior Warden’s Letter….Debra McFadden 

Wardens of  

St. Mark’s 

 

Susan Ladue 

Senior Warden   
Please contact her at: 

susanladue@gmail.com 

Or 541-941-2850 

 

Debra McFadden 

Junior Warden 

541-324-9451 or  
dmcfad1006@aol.com 

Rector’s Letter continued 

 
Second, I wanted to let you know that I will be holding a Children's Communion Class 
(often called "First Communion") for those children whose parents may have either not 
wanted them to receive communion until properly educated about its significance or 
those children who are receiving communion and who might benefit from some 
background information about what they are doing when the do so. That class will be 
held during the Sunday School time on Sunday, May 21. If children will be taking 
communion for the first time, I encourage them to do so on Sunday, June 4 and we 
can celebrate that fact. 
 
Finally, I am issuing an open invitation to all adults and children who are not baptized 
and would like to be to contact me about the possibility of being baptized at the Easter 
Vigil on Saturday, April 15 at 8 p.m. The only requirement is an hour of baptismal 
preparation for parents and candidates that can be arranged on an individual basis. 
Please contact me as soon as possible if you are interested in you or your children 
being baptized. 
 
Thank you for reading this rather lengthy article. God has blessed St. Mark's with 
assisting in the spiritual care and formation of many children and I look forward to the 
future in which we can more fully, as we vow at every baptism, "do all in [our] power to 
support these persons in their life in Christ." 

Blessings, 
The Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr. 

Rector 

 

My Parish Family, 

I have the honor of serving in a new role at St. Mark’s as Junior Warden. This role is 
traditionally known as the “People’s Warden” and often includes working with issues 
around the property and buildings of the Parish. It appears that much of my time  will 
be spent doing that very thing.  

Many of you witnessed first hand how cold the church can be with no heat source. 
Bids have been tendered for replacing our heating and cooling systems for the church 
proper. Repairs on two stained glass windows as well as some regular, on going 
maintenance  for the windows are being reconsidered for later this year. 

It is an exciting time to be in the Junior Warden role as we look to the sale of Hafer 
House.  We are about to  begin the planning and construction of a new building to 
replace our office needs as well as our program and mission needs are common 
goals for the future of our Parish. Rev Tom will lead those planning sessions soon. 

I look forward to hearing your dreams and concerns as we all move forward in this 
new stage in our pilgrimage together as our St. Mark’s family. 

A special blessing to all of you as we move forward together, 

 

Debra McFadden 
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Welcome to New Staff Members…. 

Just as April showers bring May flowers, so also April brings with it two NEW staff 
members at St. Mark's! Mr. Robert (Rob) Griswell-Lowry has been approved by the 
Vestry as our new Music Minister (effective April 17) succeeding Leslie Lundberg, our 
Interim Organist for more than a year. We are also delighted to welcome The Reverend 
Fred Moore as our Deacon! Fred and his wife Barbara have been persons-in-the-pews at 
our 8 a.m. service since September and come to us from Arcata, California. Fred will be 
serving at Holy Week services and at least two Sundays per month at both 8 and 10 a.m. 
services and in other areas. Welcome Rob and Fred!  —Rev Tom+ 

 

Rob Griswell-Lowry, our new Minister of Music, has been making music in the 
Rogue Valley since the early 1980’s. He just completed nine years serving as accompanist 
and music director for the UCC Church in Ashland. He has also directed choirs and music 
for Ashland’s Methodist Church, Ashland’s Unitarian Fellowship, Medford’s UCC Church, 
and served 2 years as tenor section leader and Cantor at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Ashland.  

 

On the secular side, for the past five years, Rob has served the Rogue Valley Peace Choir 
as it’s director. He has sung in many of the choirs in the Rogue Valley since moving here 
in 1983, including Siskiyou Singers and Southern Oregon Repertory Singers as well as 
singing solos for both those groups. (Rob has also performed solos on recorder for 
Repertory Singers, and he currently plays recorders with Pat O’Scannell’s group 
‘Fontegara’.)  Long time residents may remember Rob’s first vocal group in the Rogue 
Valley when he moved here in the 1980’s, ‘The Harmaniacs’, a locally notorious SATB a 
cappella comedy swing quartet. He sang tenor and was the vocal coach for the group. 
Rob, his wife, Kim, and  guitarist Neil Holland, have a classic rock trio, ‘Peace Rock’, 
which performs at charity and social justice events.  

 

Rob started started playing piano, then organ (self-taught) at age six, playing a piano in a 
rented home his family lived in. They moved away from the house with the piano, so he 
started hanging out at churches and piano and organ stores after school, often staying till 
closing time. At age nine, a sympathetic piano salesman took pity on him, and gave the 
family an organ. During his teen years, Rob took only occasional piano lessons and 
classes in school, accompanied for churches and school choirs, and sang in both settings. 
He took up playing recorder at the age of seventeen, (self-taught) and played 
improvisational new-age Jazz with a classical guitarist for ten years.  

 

While Rob never earned a college degree, he completed 130 units of music classes at 2 
junior colleges, SOU, and Cornish Institute in Seattle where he won a jazz recorder 
scholarship (the first such scholarship at the school). His passion for music theory drove 
him to complete, or test out of, all theory courses in all three schools.  

 

Rob brings expertise in a wide variety of music styles to St. Mark’s. “I love music ranging 
from the Renaissance and Baroque to Gospel and Jazz to Contemporary Classical and 
Rock and Roll. More importantly, I believe bringing a variety of musical styles to the church 
setting in a ‘blended’ service sets the stage for diverse congregants with diverse tastes to 
more personally  connect with the music celebrated at church. Music has a unique ability 
to reach under a person’s ‘radar’, to touch the soul, to underscore and amplify the 
message of love and unity the church leadership offers. I believe participation in the music 
at church is a Holy act, and music is most meaningful for the most people when it is a 
team sport. I believe in inclusiveness in church music, and I hope folks will dust off their 
sometimes long neglected instruments and talents to share with God and their church 
family.  A preacher I know once told me that God wants us to share our everyday joys and 
sorrows in prayer often. To sing once is to pray twice, as the old saying goes….so I am 
convinced that we are to have fun with music in God’s house, and to be joyful, and to 
praise God’s Holy Name as often as possible and in every way we can think of! Amen!” 
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SAFE Church Leadership Training 

Dear Members of St. Mark's: 
 
One of the primary missions of the church is to provide a literal sanctuary---a place where 
people will feel safe enough to open themselves to Christ's healing love expressed directly 
and through each of us. Unfortunately, our warm receptivity to all allows for some people to 
enter who may pose a danger to the church or members of it. Additionally, we all have the 
responsibility to insure that safe environment. For those reasons, as well as a host of 
others, The Episcopal Church has mandated that leaders and volunteers take sexual 
misconduct prevention training and those working with children take child abuse prevention 
training. The training is good for 10 years and may be renewed online. 
 
Please see the following notice to determine if you should take one or both of the above 
trainings and see me if you need to do so. Since it is being offered at St. Mark's and is far 
enough out (May 13), I hope to have many people attend. PLEASE NOTE: Training outside 
of the church context (teacher, employee awareness, foster parent, etc...) does NOT count 
toward this requirement. 
 
Blessings, 
 
--Tom+ 

Diocesan Announcement of Safe Church Training at  

St. Mark's on May 13th 

There will be a full day Safe Church Training at St. Mark’s on May 13th. We've combined the 
Exploitation and Harassment training into one five-hour workshop, so we now do all the training in a 
single day, with Safeguarding God’s Children in the morning. For anyone at the northern end of the 
South Coast or Southern Oregon convocations, there is also a training at Resurrection in Eugene in 
two weeks on Saturday, March 25. There is another training being planned for St. Paul's, Salem later 
in the spring (late April to early June). 
 
Who should attend? 
 
Safeguarding God's Children: 
 

•     All members of the clergy whether stipendiary or non-stipendiary 

•     All interns and persons in the ordination process 

•     All paid employees 

•     All wardens and vestry/BAC members 
 
All volunteers (age 16 and over) who work with children and youth. Volunteers age 12-14 are 
welcome to attend it accompanied by a parent. We do not recommend this training for children under 
12. 
Preventing Sexual Exploitation and Harassment: 
 

•     All members of the clergy whether stipendiary or non-stipendiary 

•     All interns and persons in the ordination process 

•     All paid employees and unpaid staff members 

•     All unpaid lay leadership (wardens, vestry/BAC members, members of other     boards) 

•     All others who volunteer themselves for church-related service 

•     Pastoral Leaders, Worship Leaders, Preachers, Eucharistic visitors, and  Catechists, 
Stephen ministers, spiritual directors, counselors, peer mentors,  lifecoaches, etc. 
 
Training is currently good for ten years, so anyone having attended these trainings since 
2008 does not have to take them again yet. safechurch@diocese-oregon.org  or call 541-708-
1659  
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Margaret Dials  541-855-1851  margaretdials@gmail.com  
 
Barry Johnson  619-261-6367  bjjune@att.net 
 
Larry Kerr   541-779-9810  mlkerr7@aol.com 
 
Susan Ladue    541-941-2850  susanladue@gmail.com 
Sr. Warden  
 
Jan Martin   408-903-5358  ms.jan.martin@gmail.com 
Treasurer 

 
Jay Matheson  541-301-1241  alexjaym@gmail.com 
Clerk  

 
Debra McFadden  541-324-9451  dmcfad1006@aol.com 
Junior Warden 

 
Emily Miller-Francisco 541-488-9816  emillfran@msn.com 
 
Kit Nilles   541-864-9973  kathryn.nilles@gmail.com 
 
Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr 408-605-0349        rector@stmarks-medford.org 

 

V 

E  

S 

T 

R 

Y 

2017 

Jan Martin 

Treasurer & 

Chairperson  Finance  
Committee 

 

Please contact her : 

ms.jan.martin@gmail.com 

Roger Hercl, CPA 

Accounting Manager 

Email: 

rhercl@charter.net 

 

Committee  

members: 

Roger Hercl 
Barbara Holley 

Cal Lanfear 
Lyn McConnell 

Don Ogren 
Betsy Sharp 
Jan Shipley 

NEWS FROM YOUR TREASURER 

 

While January was a great month, financially speaking, February was much 
less so. Our income was almost $2500 below our budget. It is so important 
that we all make the effort to keep our pledges up to date. If you are having 
difficulties, just let Fr. Tom know so we can adjust our expectations 
accordingly. 

 

The good news is that we have only one more month to go to pay off our 
Diocesan arrearage. This was included in our budget, so it won’t change that; 
however, it does put us on a current payment basis with the Diocese. This 
shows to the Diocese that we, at St. Mark’s, are financially stable. Always a 
good thing. 

 

We will be having some major expenses in the very near future; however, we 
are extremely fortunate to have building funds that will cover these expenses.  

   Jan Martin 

 

Finance Report 

mailto:margaretdials@gmail.com
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Marilyn Myers & 

Kathy Garrett 

Co - Chairperson  

Outreach  

Committee 

Contact her, at: 

541-608-7653 

Outreach  

Committee: 

Pat Ayers  

Kathy Garrett 

Barbara Holley 

Dave Myers 

Marilyn Myers 

Jerry Nilles 

Rita Shale 

St. Mark’s Outreach 

Pear Blossom Parade and Booth 
 
Thank you for signing up to help, if you did. If you didn’t it isn’t to 
late to help just contact Susan Doyal or Kit Nilles. There is still 
room for help with the float and to ride on the float  or help with the 
booth. Contact Susan Doyal or Kit Nilles for information. 
 
If you do nothing else came by to say Hi and see the booth. We 
will not know till the last minute where the booth will be but Kit will 
e-mail volunteers and we will try to get it in the Sunday 
announcements. It will be the only booth with a labyrinth. 
 
At the booth we will be showing kids, of all ages, how to make 

palm crosses. It is perfect timing to invite people to Easter services and 
we will have post cards to share, with that information. We will be giving 
away lanyards with the small square invitation cards and information on 
the pantry too. 
 
There will be historic pictures of St. Mark’s with the theme of “a hundred 
years of service”. Kate Chou is putting this display together from 
material that Julie Drengson has collected. The labyrinth will also be out 
for people to walk, along with an explanation of how to use it. 
 
A special thank you to Ann Diller and others who help pay for the expenses involved. 

 
Pantry News 
The next Medford Food Project Day is April 8th.  
I think we have enough volunteers but we are stretched pretty thin with the 
booth and parade on the same day. If you can help let Kit Nilles know. 

The Round of 32 saints has been whittled 
down to the Saintly 16. The two largest 
upsets were Raymond Nonnatus "winning" 
over John of Nepomuk 83% to 17 %, and 

Florence Nightingale handily "defeating" Anselm of Canterbury 81% to 19%. Some 
of the voters have commented on how hard it was to pick one person over 
another. This was especially true of Fanny Crosby vs G.F. Handel (the battle of the 
composers), which Fanny "won" 53% to 47%. The closest has been Sarah 
narrowly defeating Elizabeth Ann Seton, 51% to 49%. There was also the battle of 
the Augustines, with the man from Canterbury overcoming the man from Hippo, 
57% to 43%, and the battle of the consonants, with Joseph Schereschewsky 
defeating Nikolaus von Zinzendorf 69% to 31%. In the first vote of the Saintly 16, 
Stephen is ahead of Henry Budd, 60% to 40%, with over 6500 votes cast. 

It has been fun learning about some new saints, and becoming reacquainted with 
some I already knew (to some extent at least). I have been rooting for some 
underdogs, such as David Oakerhater, who lost to Martin Luther, and Franz 
Jagerstatter who defeated Joan of Arc, but only by 52% to 48%. The Golden Halo 
will be chosen on the Wednesday of Holy Week. 
Happy voting!!    
    Julie Drengson 
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History Note, from Medford Mail Tribune articles   

April 27 - May 2, 1947 

70 years ago in April and May 1947, about 300 delegates met in 
Medford for the 28th Annual meeting of the Synod of the Pacific 
Province of the Episcopal Church. The Pacific Province was comprised of 
seven western states, Alaska, the Philippine and Hawaiian Islands (remember the 
year). Synod sessions were held at St. Mark's Church, with the Woman's Auxiliary 
meeting in the Parish House and Zion Lutheran Church, and the Provincial Youth 
Commission meeting in the recreation room of the Parish House (the current Parish 
Hall was not built yet). A former rector of St Mark's, Herald G. Gardner now in 
Idaho, was the chairman of the Youth Commission which just started to organize 
last year. The Synod dinner was held at the Rogue Valley Country Club on 
Wednesday, and Thursday morning there was a joint session of all three groups, 
and a mass meeting in the High School in the evening, which was open to the 
public. 

 

On Wednesday, carillon bells from Schulmerich Electronics surprised those who 
were downtown near the Medford Hotel, as they were rung four times during the 
day. The Carillon had been brought from California by Paul S. Buck, for the 
pleasure of the delegates and citizens of Medford. 

 

Among the delegates was one from Hawaii, Anson Phelps Stokes, Jr., and one 
Japanese, Rev. Joseph K. Tsukamoto, of Christ Episcopal Mission for Japanese in 
San Francisco. Rev. H.B. Liebler, of St. Christopher's Mission to the Navajo Indians 
turned heads because of his long hair, which he tied back with a black ribbon bow. 
He explained that when he first went to the mission there was no barber in the area, 
and the Navajo men wore their hair long; he is known by the Navajo as the "priest 
with the long hair". 

 

Probably the most unusual delegates were Jack Edmonds, president of the Young 
People's Fellowship of St. Luke's in Monrovia, Calif., and his seeing eye dog Eliot. 
Jack and Eliot flew to Medford in the company of three bishops who felt that Eliot 
needed a title (she was named after the junior high school that Jack attended), so 
called her Deaconess. Attendees were impressed as they watched Eliot lead Jack 
to the altar rail for communion, then lead him back to the pew. 

 

I had not heard of this Synod before, so it was interesting reading how the 
newspaper covered it. It is also interesting to think of what it would have been like to 
have so many people around St. Mark's from such vast distances. Since this was 
just 2 years after the war, and St. Mark's was a center for the enlisted men of Camp 
White, it may not have been all that unusual to the folks in the area. 

A History Moment…Julie Drengson, Historian 

Historian: 
Julie  

Drengson 
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  A P R I L   2 0 1 7  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

H E R E  B E G I N S  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T    
( M a r k  1 : 1 )  

426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number 

and addresses so we have the correct information in our database. 

Email: office@stmarks-medford.org  or call 541-773-3111 

Holy  

Week  

Schedule 

 

April 9th     Palm Sunday  8 & 10:00 a.m  Procession & Passion 

April 13th   Maundy Thursday  7:30 p.m. Commemoration of the Last Supper  

April 14th   Good Friday   12 Noon Stations of the Cross;  

              7:00 p.m. Contemplative Service  

April 15th   Great Easter  Vigil  8:00 p.m. Lighting of the Fire and Easter Vigil  

April 16th   Easter Sunday   8:00 a.m. Festival Communion Service  

      10:00 a.m. Family Communion Service  

        


