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Keeping Up with God 

 

Dear Family of God at St. Mark’s: 

 

Eastertide, or the liturgical season between Easter and Pentecost, is 
the time between the Resurrection and the pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost (otherwise known as the “birthday of the church”) . 
The first Eastertide must have been a difficult time for the disciples—
Jesus was rumored to have risen (and had appeared to the twelve and 
a few others) but it wasn’t like he showed up on the mountain top again 
and resumed his famous Sermon on the Mount. He spent about six 
weeks giving final instructions before his Ascension into to God’s 
presence and it was a bit more than a week later that that first 
“Pentecost experience” or outpouring of the Holy Spirit on thousands of 
people occurred. One can imagine all kinds of confusion and rumors, 
even in the midst of emerging joy. 

 

Eastertide 2018 has been a bit like that here at St. Mark’s. After taking 
a brief breather following Holy Week, in one week we had the 
withdrawal of the sales offer for Hafer House, a razor-thin victory in 
front of the Landmarks and Historic Preservation Commission (after 
months of uncertainty), and then the Pear Blossom Festival.  Little 
more than a week later we had the bishop’s visitation, followed quickly 
by the news that Rogue Retreat was not going to go forward with plans 
to lease and then purchase Hafer House for a women’s shelter. Oh, 
and in the middle of that I ended up backing my car out of my driveway 
into a gardening trailer being pulled by a van, putting the car in the 
body shop for a month. You might not be surprises that I wondered 
what May would bring! 

 

You may have also noted that we have not had a newsletter in a couple 
of months, with this being the April/May newsletter and published in 
mid-May. As you might imagine, things have been moving fast with the 
Building For the Future (BFF) campaign and project. The uncertain 
future of Hafer House had us first scrambling to clean out the non-office 
portion of the house, then trying to figure out how to cover the gap 
between now and Rogue Retreat’s lease, then trying to figure out what 
to do next after that fell through. So, things just kept being put off—after 
Holy Week, after the Commission hearing, after Pear Blossom, after 
the bishop’s visit, etc… And here we are in mid-May! 

  Lion Tales 
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Keeping Up with God…...continued 
 

Usually, summer is a respite from such frantic activity, but this summer will 
be different. We’re moving ahead with both the Feasibility Study for our 
capital campaign and with current plans to break ground on the new addition 
in early July. At the same time, we will be making plans to celebrate our 
130

th
 anniversary as a church, which arrives in June 2019. Amidst all of this, 

I need to keep reminding myself—and we need to keep in mind—that this is 
a season of joy, of celebration, and that we are blessed. We had a wonderful 
visit from Bishop Michael. We had a great BBQ and gathering. We have a 
wonderful church. 

I don’t know exactly how we’re going to get to the dream of dedicating our 
new building and celebrating our 130

th
 anniversary a year from now with 

everything that goes with that, but I have faith that with God’s guidance, as 
Christ’s body, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we will. I know that we 
continue to welcome new members into our parish family. I know we have a 
vibrant music program and book and bible studies. I know that we have a 
Deacon who has been with us for a year and connects us to the Rogue 
Valley Manor, the Northwest Seasonal Workers Association, and the Family 
Nurturing Center. I know that we have a food pantry that has been a 
blessing to the neighborhood for many years, and we have just been 
honored by the Family Nurturing Center with their “Daffodil Award” for our 
support for more than a decade. We have much to be thankful for and much 
to anticipate—just as the early church did in the season after Pentecost, 
otherwise known as “Ordinary Time.” So, keep praying, keep coming, keep 
being joyful: exciting things are ahead! 

 

Now if I can only find the top of my desk…. 

 

-- Tom+ 

The Rev. Tom Sramek, Jr., Rector  

 

The Reverend 

Tom Sramek, Jr.  

Rector 

 

Sharing Christ’s love by feeding  

people in body, mind & spirit. 



Treasurer’s Report……...Jan Martin 

 

The month of April resulted in a bottom line loss of $2,400 versus a 
budgeted loss of $5,345. This shows the YTD GAIN at $2,723 versus a 
budgeted GAIN of $3,096 with only a $373 shortfall. 

April had a total income of $20, 917 versus a monthly budget of 
$18,270 resulting in a POSITIVE  variance of $2,647. The total YTD income is 
$100,753 and the  YTD budget of $99,953, an $800 POSIVE variance. Pledges are 
$273 OVER budget to date, since the monthly pledges totaled S18,507 which was 
$2,507 over budget. Regular and plate offerings are both ahead of budget YTD by a 
combined $597. 

◆Please note that the prepaid pledge incoe of $2,704 is included in the April pledge 
income. 

The total expenses for April were $23,317 versus a monthly budget of $23,615, 
resulting in a POSITIVE variance  of $298. The YTD expenses total $98,030 which 
are $1,173 over budget. There are a few expenses over budget YTD, but most should 
be back in balance by the end of the year. 

If you have questions please ask Jan Martin as Treasurer or Roger Hercl, Accounting 
Manager. 

 

Lent Madness Results…………..Julie Drengson 
 
The Golden Halo is awarded to --- Anna Alexander. 
Anna won over Maria Skobstova and 30 other saints in this year's Lent Madness 
Saintly Smackdown; which included Peter, Paul and the Archangel Michael!! 
 
Anna was born in 1865 in Georgia to emancipated slaves. Her parents educated all of 
their children, though it was still against the law, and raised them with a strong belief 
in shared and communal responsibility. Anna was named Deacon of the Episcopal 
Church in 1907, highly unusual for the time and place. She believed that she could 
change her community through education and love, and is well-remembered by her 
students and her community. 
 
My personal favorite was Maria Skobstova, who came in second. She escaped the 
Russian Revolution and lived in Paris, where she took her vows, but only after telling 
her bishop not to take her out of the world. During the Nazi occupation of Paris, Maria, 
her son, and their chaplain helped Jews by creating false baptismal certificates. Near 
the end of the war all three were arrested and sent to Ravensbruck concentration 
camp, where they were gassed on Holy Saturday, 1945. 
 
Another great year of Lent Madness, and learning more about some of the "rocks" of 

the church, and the everyday saints who can inspire us all. 
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St. Mark's Outreach Committee mission is to be of 
service in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to the 
wider community in which we find ourselves, using the 
time, talents and treasure with which God has blessed 
us. To accomplish this mission we agree to seek out 
those in need in the community around us, to make 
those needs known and to touch those in need with 
God's love and compassion by enlisting the support and 
involvement of the entire parish family. We take as our 
text Matthew 25: 31-46 
  

Kelly Shelter / Rogue Retreat 
 
What a great success we experienced in providing a dinner every 
Thursday from January 4

th
 to March 29

th
 for the homeless being housed in 

The Kelly Shelter. The Kelly Shelter is part of Rogue Retreat and provided 
a night shelter at the First Methodist Church for the three months from 
January 1

st
 to the end of March. They had mats for fifty clients where they 

opened the night shelter every evening at 6 PM and provided dinner and 
breakfast food for the next morning. $1000 was donated from St Mark’s to 
help set up the shelter. Volunteers from St Marks provided dinner that 
include soup or stew plus bread and butter and sometimes desert and 
salad each week. Some of the food items for the meals were donated and 
some came from the Food Pantry or Outreach. If you entered the parish 
hall on any Thursday during that time you could smell the great meals 
being prepared.  
 
The Kelly shelter also had some churches providing a day center for these 
clients which were able to provide an afternoon meal and worked with 
other community services to provide some medical services, showers, 
laundry facilities, counseling, haircuts and dental services. Rogue Retreat 
exists to give hope to the homeless by providing a safe place for them to 
stay. Each night Rogue retreat can provide a roof over 150 people and 
with the Kelly Shelter that number increased to 200. With a safe place to 
stay comes the opportunity to make amazing changes in the lives of the 
clients they serve. Rogue Retreat’s alumni become independent, self-
sustaining, productive citizens of the community. Instead of needing 
support they are working hard, giving back, paying taxes and changing 
their future. One of Rogue Retreat alumni once said of his life:  
 
“ I used to be a hopeless dope fiend. Now I’m a dopeless hope fiend”. 
  

Outreach News  

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Myers & 

Kathy Garrett 

Co - Chairpersons  

Contact her at: 

541-608-7653 

 

Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers  

Kathy Garrett 

Barbara Holley 

Dave Myers 

Marilyn Myers 

Jerry Nilles 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 
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The Food Pantry had a surprise 

visit from students and teachers, 

Tammy and Susan, today 

bearing gifts of food. They 

inquired last week what we 

needed and showed up today 

with Bags and boxes of peanut 

butter and tuna.  The students 

wanted to fulfill an ongoing 

community project.  

  

New Mom Kits/ Diaper Bag Project April 29th 

 
It is that time again when we will had two great speakers from Jackson 
County Women’s Health come to our forum and talk to us about the programs 
provided to at risk new moms. Toti and Ann returned on April 29

th
 a few 

minutes after 9:00. This was a one service Sunday.. After they finished their 
presentation assembled100 Diaper Bags that they took back to the women’s 
clinic and the public health nurses will take on home visits to new moms in 
their programs. Many of their clients have no support systems and have not 
had great role models in their lives and now are faced with caring for a new 
baby all on their own. The public health nurses are able to identify any issues 
and help provide the support these new moms need and if they need other 
services the nurses know where they can find those services to help insure 
they have all the support and services available.  
 
The funds for the items in the Diaper Bags were received from a grant of 
$3500 from the Carrico Foundation. The grant request was written by Pat 
Ayres, a special Thank You to Pat for all she does for St Marks and for the 
Outreach Commission. It is always inspiring to hear how the lives of others 
are touched by St Marks as we share Gods love to our neighbors in need. 
Everyone enjoyed the forum and the assembly of the Diaper bags, a treasure 
trove of necessities for new Mom! Then we all stayed for the church service 
and the All Parish BBQ and Potluck 

  

New Outreach Members Outreach meets the second Tuesday of the 
month usually at 5:00If you are interested in joining our committee please join 
us at a meeting or talk to one of our members, new members are always 
welcome. 
  

Blessings, Marilyn Myers 

Surprise Pantry Visit 



Pastoral Care Notes 

Like several people at St. Mark's that can't seem to stay 

retired, Nancy Miles is back in action as our Parish 

Nurse. She never really retired, just took a several-month 

leave of absence to travel. Not only is she a fabulous nurse that 

knows her way around a hospital room, but she is also a 

Eucharistic Visitor, so she can bring communion, too! Contact 

her at nancy42miles@gmail.com or (541) 664-4314. 

 

Reverend Tom now has a local cell phone number! Call him 

at (541) 414-4847 or you can still reach him at (408) 605-0349. 

 

 

Finally, we've been having some technical difficulties with the Pastoral Emergency 

Phone (PEP), so....    The NEW PEP Phone number is (541) 539-6368. 

It's a Klamath Falls prefix, but it will ring the phone of the person on call, so feel free 

to use it! 

 

Please know that I am available 24/7 for pastoral 

emergencies, but we also have an excellent 

Pastoral Care Team (Deacon Fred Moore, Nancy, 

Susan Ladue, Lyn McConnell, Mike Rulon, Mary 

Lou Brophy, and John Richardson) that is also 

prepared to help at need.  

     Tom + 

Sharing Christ’s love by feeding  

people in body, mind & spirit. 



History Note  …….. Julie Drengson, Historian 
 
In honor of St. Mark's Day and Bishop Hanley's visitation here is something from 
Bishop B. Wistar Morris, in the Bishop's Address of the 1894 Diocesan convention, in 
June -- 
"A move in the right direction has been made at Medford by the establishment of a 
promising Sunday school the little building has been painted, and if the means were 
available to enclose the grounds, we should soon have there a creditable appearing 
house of God, henceforth to be known as St. Mark's church." 
 
This was the original church, on the corner of Seventh (now Main) and Holly. The 

Bishop visited St. Mark's April 29th, and while in Southern Oregon he laid the 

cornerstones for the Ashland and Grants Pass churches, which he named Trinity and 

St. Luke's, in the same 1894 Bishop's Address. 

Palm Sunday circa 1960 
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Preparing 

For Holy Week: 

Making Palm Crosses 

Polishing the Holy  

Hardware 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing & Presenting 

the Pascal Candle 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordering and arranging 
flowers for Vigil &  

Easter 

Music to Practice 

Vestments to ready 

Altar preparation 

Many service bulletins 

Many sermons to write 

Joyful and prayerful 

preparations 

We came and joined the 

many services in the 

journey of Holy Week! 

Alleluia! Christ is 

risen indeed!  

Alleluia! 

Altar 

Guild 

Palm Sunday Procession 



  9 

Palm Sunday Procession 

Palm  

Sunday  

Service 



Easter Vigil 



June 11th, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Corner of 5th and N. Oakdale 

Tickets $20  Adults       $10 Students 
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Here begins the Good news of Jesus Christ   (Mark 1:1) 

We’re on the web! 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR 97501 

Tel: (541) 773-3111 

email: office@stmarks-medford.org 

Concert 

Credo 

St. Petersburg  

Men’s Ensemble 

June 11th, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Corner of 5th and N. Oakdale 

Tickets $20  Adults       $10 Students 


