Lion Tales
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
July-August 2017
A part of St. Mark's?
Dear Family of God at St. Mark's:
First, a brief thank you for all of the thoughts and prayers (as well as help!) for our family after Lisa's
sudden hospitalization. She is on the mend and we are grateful for quick diagnosis and excellent
care as well as all of the support we've received. Certainly, being a part of St. Mark's has been a
blessing for my family and me. I hope it has for you all as well!
I was thinking of that as my gaze traveled over the various people in our pews this past Sunday.
Some of you I know very well, some less well, and some merely by face from Sunday mornings. The
reality is that, in a congregation of over 100 people on Sunday morning and growing, we will all have
a more and more difficult time knowing each and every person. That is OK! Hopefully each of you
has found a small group of people with which you have "clicked" and thus feel a part of our life
together, whether or not you and I know each other well. The downside of being in a substantial and
growing congregation is that it is quite easy to let people slip through the cracks and simply drift out
the door without too many people noticing. Everyone wants to be wanted and, let me say this quite
clearly, EVERYONE is valued and cherished here at St. Mark's.
Generally we define being part of the church community as being a "member" of the church.
Membership is simply defined by The Episcopal Church as being baptized and having that
baptism recorded in the register of your local parish. if you wish to be a "communicant," you
receive communion three (3) times in a year, and if you wish to be a "communicant in good
standing you attend worship regularly and "work, pray, and give for the spread of the Kingdom
of God." That's what the national canons say. As a practical matter, however, we tend to
attach more expectations to membership than putting one's name on a list or occasionally
showing up. There is some expectation of being active in the church community to which one
has chosen to belong. For myself, I have consolidated this into a simple word very familiar to
Episcopalians: PEWS.
Pledge, Engage, Worship, and Serve (PEWS) summarizes the four activities that I believe are
basic to participation in any church. Pledging obviously involves a commitment of a percentage of
our income to the support of the church, traditionally a tithe or 10%. I know several people that tithe
and many others (including me) who are working towards a tithe. But a tithe is not required to begin,
just a pledge. If you are not already pledging, think about doing so with a starting pledge of, say, $10
a week (about $500 a year). Engage means that you are actively involved in some aspect of our life
together in addition to being in the pew on Sunday morning. Whether it is the book study, Bible
study, Forum, or other program, being involved and engaged in the social and educational life of the
church is important to you and to your fellow church members. Worship is pretty self-explanatory:
showing up at church for either 8 or 10 am services is foundational to who we are as followers of
Christ and members of St. Mark's. Service means that you do something for someone else. This
can be within the church through our food pantry, Habitat for Humanity Apostles Build, or other
outreach program. It can also be outside the church through another nonprofit agency. Serving
others forces us out of our own selves and engages us with the world.
As summer progresses, I invite you to consider the above four aspects of membership and see
where you might more fully live into them in your own life. None of us does all four perfectly, but it is
worth thinking about what it means to be an active part of a church community with those four
aspects to one's own life.
See you Sunday!
Blessings,
--Tom+

The Rev
Tom Sramek, Jr.
Rector

Senior Warden’s Note….Susan Ladue
Beloved,

Wardens of
St. Mark’s
Susan Ladue

Senior Warden

It's been a bit of a hard ride since I last wrote you. Tom has had his baptism of
fire of multiple memorials/internments/deaths, hospitalizations, emergency
surgeries etc. I feel that the intercessors and I have been in daily
communication. We have all suffered loss and we've all been put on red alert.
We've mourned and continue to worry together.
And yet, what joy is to be found at St. Mark's at any given moment! Truly,
SUCH joy.

Junior Warden

I spent most of Sunday morning, the last Sunday of June, verging on tears or
outright crying as you all lined up to support the Horn family. (Remember that
Tie's 8th birthday is July 7th, and June has supplied us all with her address at
Seattle's Children Hospital. Let's blow this celebration out and remind that little
feisty trouper that we love her.) Your willingness and eagerness to reach out to
this child and her family – our family – is amazing and truly I can feel the Spirit
wafting through St. Mark's and across my cheek.

541-324-9451 or

I hope you feel it too.

dmcfad1006@aol.com

The Spirit...she is there for each of us if we open ourselves to her breath. She
comes to me through you. You are the breath she blows to me and through
me.

Please contact her at:
susanladue@gmail.com

Or 541-941-2850
Debra McFadden

For me, whatever the week has brought, the moment I park and walk into the
courtyard, she comes to me – the Spirit. And I am comforted and uplifted and
sated and healed. When we spent our three weeks doing the Gather/
Transform/Send model, the overarching message was, simply put, “Being here
on Sunday makes it possible to walk into the week.”
You, the people of St. Mark's, do strong work even when you just think you're
doing nothing more than giving or receiving a hug or cooking a meal.
Thank you for that.
Susan

I am most appreciative of the care and support from all of you at
St. Mark's. The beautiful "When I Was Sick" sculpture is in a place
of honor in our office. Each time I walk by it I say a little prayer for
all of you.
I may not be an "official" parish nurse but I am still here to help
when I can. All is well when we trust God's hands to hold us.

Nancy Miles

View from the Vestry….Jay Mathson, Clerk


· Financial Report: The Vestry was provided the Financial Statements for May
2017.



· Core Ministry Report: Children’s Formation Commission which includes Kathy
Garrett, Kit Nilles, Margaret Dials, Gail Plowman, has a new member, Caitlyn Finley
and a new coordinator Jay Matheson. We are praying for a smooth transition and
will continue Pam’s vision for the ministry.



·Big ticket items include recruiting new teachers and students for the 2017-8 school
year. The Commission will meet July 12th, and again before the August 27th Kick-Off August
27th at the Nilles’.



·Teachers and Teacher Supports will be able to sign up both on a sign-up sheet that will be
available in the Parish Hall and online or by emailing Jay at children@stmarks-medford.org.




Other Commission/Committee Reports
·Sr. Warden Susan submitted a summary of the “Gather, Transform, Send” forum series.
Thanks the many parishioners who attended and provided their views on this critical renewal
activity.



·Goal Setting for Summer Projects Building for the Future (Debra) – The following people have
been selected for the “BFF” committee: Jan Martin, Jay Matheson, Marilyn Myers, Kit Nilles,
Betsy Sharp, Debra McFadden, Mark McKechnie, and Rev. Tom. They will be meeting every
other week for approximately six months. They will be looking at previous plans and come up
with a new plan based on needs, and a new vision.



·Evangelism Committee – The former Invite/Welcome/ Connect committee has been renamed.
Meeting.





Sr. Warden’s Report
· NWSW (North West Seasonal Workers) Invitation – St. Mark’s has been invited to be the
guests of the NWSW who are hosting a Luau July 29th 4:00 pm in the park behind the post office
in Central Point. They will also be speaking at a Forum in July (9th or 22nd).




Jr. Warden’s Report
· HVAC Replacement – the HVAC system is in and working; the cost was $11,255.00.



· Stained Glass Window Update – More time is needed (approximately a month) to repair the
windows since the damage was greater than originally thought. No extra expense will be
incurred.



· Carpet cleaning in Parish Hall – cleaning by the janitorial service has been done. Future
flooring will be changed as the current carpet squares will not be recommended.



· Music @ St. Mark’s Programs – Upcoming schedule includes: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 at
7:00 p.m. Elinor Frey, five-string cello & Lorenzo Ghielmi, fortepiano or harpsichord,
Sunday, Oct. 22nd 4 pm Dr. Christine Potter alto and bass flute Sunday, Oct. 28th 4 pm
Pat O’Scanlon’s Musica Matrix (this will be a benefit concert) Friday, Dec. 1st 7 pm Watoto
Children’s Chorus of Uganda

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE...JAN MARTIN, TREASURER
Words from your Treasurer
Jan Martin
Treasurer &
Chairperson
2017 Finance
Committee
Please contact:
Cell:408-903-5358
email:
ms.jan.martin@gmail.com
Roger Hercl, CPA
Accounting Manager
Email:

rhercl@charter.net
Committee
members:

Roger Hercl
Barbara Holley
Cal Lanfear
Lyn McConnell
Don Ogren
Betsy Sharp
Jan Shipley

Here’s the good news: We have a new furnace/AC system that we were
able to pay for in full. We are blessed to have received a substantial bequest
from Olive Lansburgh. This will augment our building fund considerably.
Here’s the less good news: Our loss against budget continues to creep up,
and since we had a deficit budget to start, this is concerning. We continue to
have to dip into our reserves to have appropriate cash on hand to pay our
bills. We continue to watch our expenses closely and are under budget for
them. Unfortunately, our income is about $8,000 behind expectation.
Here’s the solution: If you are a bit behind on your pledge, please try to
catch up. Literally, every dollar counts. If you are unable to continue to
pledge at the amount you thought you could, please let Tom or me know.
We know things happen during the year that impact finances, for better or
worse. If you can add a bit more to your monthly pledge, yippee! It would be
much appreciated. If you are traveling this summer, please mail in your
pledge or donation. The office address is 426 West Sixth Street, Medford,
Oregon 97501.
Another very easy way to make sure that you are able to stay caught up is to
arrange for your bank to mail an amount each month—the service is free.
You don’t have to even think about it, and you don’t have to use a stamp or
worry about it on Sunday. And, when you get the statements from Roger
about your donations, you can just look at your bank’s payments to verify
everything got credited correctly.
Thank you so much; have a wonderful summer.

Jan
Keep Tielar Horn in your thoughts and
prayers this summer.
Here is hospital address:
Tielar Horn
c/o Seattle Children’s Hospital
4800 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105
Her birthday is July 7, so it would be nice to
inundate her with birthday cards and any other
time people desire to send thoughts.

A History Moment….Historian Julie Drengson,
From the Medford Mail Tribune, Sunday, July 31, 1910 -The ladies of St. Mark's Episcopal church have been sharing during the hot
weather the general social inertial, but delighted their many friends by giving a lawn
social Wednesday evening on the adjoining lawns between the H.C. Kentner home
and that of Rev. William Lucas, on West Eleventh street. The yards and porches
were made inviting and attractive with many Japanese lanterns lighted by electricity,
while the dainty tables each bore a vase of choice midsummer roses. Mrs. Lucas,
Mrs. Berry, Mrs. Carey, Mrs. Kentner and Mrs. Barneburg were on the receiving
committee, while Miss Jennie Snedicor, Miss Ethel Hazelrigg, Miss Gladys Heard
and other young ladies of the church served. While the affair was a success from a
financial point of view, the delightful feeling of informal socialability was the feature
which the ladies desired to emphasize.

Historian:
Julie
Drengson

The early ladies were quite the party givers, and they planned an entertainment for
July 31, 1900. General admission was 25 cents, and reserved seats 50 cents. They
were holding the entertainment to raise funds for a rector just for St. Mark's. At that
time, Rev. Charles Booth was the missionary for Southern Oregon, based in Grants
Pass and visiting Ashland, and at Medford the first and third Sundays. The ladies
also wanted to raise funds to build a fence around the church property, put out a
grass plat and a bell for the church.
The entertainment was postponed due to the warm weather and many people being
gone to pleasure resorts, and I did not find mention of it actually happening. In the
Parochial Report for 1901, Rev. Booth mentioned that they want to fence the
church grounds, to save the trees on the church grounds, because they are
constantly used as hitching posts for horses. {This helps to remind me what it
was like 100+ years ago!}

Music at St. Mark’s
Berlin Sonatas
Wednesday, July 26, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
Elinor Frey, five-string cello &
Lorenzo Ghielmi, fortepiano or harpsichord
In Berlin Sonatas, the sonatas of J.C.F. Bach, C.P.E. Bach, C.F. Abel, Johann Kirnberger, and
C.H. Graun each demonstrate the language of Sensibility (Empfindsamkeit): an expression of
sadness, anger, wrath, joy, love, and praise. In their music, emotions are fleeting and
instantaneous and, above all, the beauty of melody is emphasized.

St. Mark’s Outreach
Thanksgiving in July…..not really, but Outreach will begin to
work on the Thanksgiving Project over the summer
break. We have voted to provide 200 boxes again this year
and with cost going up the commission is looking at several
grants to help with some of the cost. We would like to ask that
as you fill the blue bags for ‘Food on the Fourth’ to consider
some canned cranberry sauce or fruit that we can save for the Thanksgiving
Boxes.
Marilyn Myers &
Kathy Garrett
Co - Chairperson
Outreach Committee
Contact her, at:
541-608-7653
Outreach
Committee:
Pat Ayers
Kathy Garrett
Barbara Holley

Workers for “The Habitat Apostle Build” can sign up in the
parish hall to represent St Marks for August 19, 2017 at 1460 Sweet
Rd, Medford. There are various ways that you can help: provide
lunch and /or water for the workers, be a worker (all skill levels
needed), prayer support and/or financial support.

Outreach Summer Break

The Outreach Commission will be taking a summer break for July and
August. We will back for our September meeting Tuesday September 12 th at
5:00 in the parish hall. We are looking for new members for our committee, if
you need more information call Marilyn Myers at 541-890-8074 or Kathy
Garret at 541-899-5704 we would love to have you join us.

Dave Myers

Pantry

Marilyn Myers

We will be changing the pantry times starting July 6th. Our
new hours will be 12:00 to 1:30. We continue to visit pantries
and look for new ideas. We are considering partnering with
Access. Previously they had rules we did not want to follow
(only 12 boxes of food/year for example). They have loosened
these requirements so we are revisiting the option. Our next
pantry meeting is July 6 and we will meet for a snack lunch at
11:00 to review what we have found out.

Jerry Nilles
Rita Shale

We received a grant from Cow Creek. They gave

our pantry $7,500. Kit and Jerry Nilles received the check
June 22 in their board room. Cow Creek has been very
generous and a local supporter for many years now. We
are so grateful for their support. Our total grant revenue is
$15,000 for 2017 with a couple more grants still pending.

FNC

Outreach is having a party for FNC staff, at the
Nilles Farm. We wanted to thank the workers and
FNC board for their hard work with families and
children. The fun starts September 2 at 12:00. Put it
on the calendar and join us as we honor the center
and the workers. Hamburgers and hay rides are
always fun for kids of all ages.

Children’s Ministry, Jay Matheson, Coordinator

Welcome the Children
After accepting my new role as Sunday School Coordinator, I came across
this blog post from Richard Beck. It sheds new light on Luke 18 a favorite
passage of mine. I share it here to encourage you to become a teacher in
the 2017-18 school year.
“When you look at the story in Luke 18 the issue of "receiving" the kingdom
wasn't about blocking impulses in our hearts, it was about blocking bodies,
actual persons. Children were being brought to Jesus and the disciples blocked the children. Jesus
says, "Do not block them, let them come for such is the kingdom of God."…The issue isn't about
becoming like a child, the issue is about hospitality, about welcoming marginalized and excluded
bodies.
In Luke 18 "receiving" the kingdom of God isn't a psychological event. "Receiving" the kingdom of
God is a political event, making room for excluded bodies in our midst…
This interpretation fits better with what triggered the whole teaching in Luke 18. The disciples were
blocking and excluding children. Jesus rebukes them and says, when you receive these children you
receive the kingdom.
As a parallel teaching see Luke 9.48: "Whoever welcomes this little child in my name
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me."
Jesus isn't telling the disciples to become like children, Jesus is asking his followers
to receive children, to make room for the bodies they have excluded.
Because when they do they welcome the kingdom in their midst.”
The Kingdom of God Comes to Us As a Child
Posted on 5.16.2017 by Richard Beck http://experimentaltheology.blogspot.com/
Sign Up Sheets for Teachers (a Month at time) are now posted in the Parish Hall.
Teachers and Teacher Support can sign up online at: https://tinyurl.com/ybp4ralt

Sunday Coffee Hours
We need volunteers to sign up for coffee hour. Team up with others to
celebrate our parish family with some refreshments after the two services.
Remember, it is a way for our parish to socialize with each other after services
and a way to welcome visitors and new people to the parish. The coffee and
hot water are always on so the hosting of the coffee hour is providing whatever
food, sweet and savory (and maybe a juice) that each host wishes to share.
The Sign up sheet is on the Parish Hall bulletin board.
Use your imagination and plan a theme! Perhaps a commission would like to sponsor a coffee
hour, feature what your ministry does and recruit some new members. Please sign up. Contact
Kit Nilles with questions at kathryn.nilles@gmail.com.
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HERE BEGINS THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
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Mission Statement 2015
Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

