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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
January 2016
“And now we welcome the New Year, full of things that have never been.”
Rainer Maria Rilke
We do welcome this New Year and it is true that this year will be filled with things that have never been before.
I see that as both hope and promise.
One welcome we extend this New Year is to Allan Miles, who will be joining St. Mark’s as a field education
student studying with the Diocesan Academy for ordination to the vocational diaconate. Please see his picture
and biographical sketch below. I hope that you will extend to him warm St Mark’s hospitality.
Originally from Keizer, Oregon, Allan has lived in Ashland since 1996. He is a parish member
at Trinity, Ashland, where he has served in a variety of capacities, including Eucharistic
Minister and Visitor, lector, vestry member, coffee hour “coffeemeister,” worship committee
member, and adult education committee member. He counts his daily attendance at Trinity’s
sung Morning Prayer as an important contributor to his Christian formation. Allan is halfway
through the three-year education program, at the Diocese’s Academy for Formation and
Mission in Wilsonville. He is a postulant to ordination as a deacon, and has been assigned to
St. Mark’s for his field education experience.
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Potter
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Allan and his wife, Kathleen have five children, seven grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. Now
retired, he taught high school English and mathematics, and community college mathematics, for a number of
years. Prior to his teaching career, he held a variety of jobs, including Zamboni driver, prison guard, farmhand,
and cannery worker. Among his interests are poetry, cooking, hiking, and the French outdoor bowling game
called petanque. Allan looks forward to his St. Mark’s experience, and hopes to form many friendships with the
people of the parish.
There will also be changes in our music ministry in the coming New Year. With the resignation of St Mark’s
Music Director, Peg Evans, I am convening a Music Task Force to assist the congregation in the discernment
process of next steps. If you would like to be a part of this conversation and/or task force, please contact me. I
will be arranging for a Task Force meeting date sometime in January. Thank you all for your prayers and
patience as we embark on this musical journey.
As we face the changes of the future, those things that have never been, I offer to you a litany written by Ms.
Ethel Crawford. This is my prayer.
With God’s Help
With God’s help, I shall not fear change.
Some changes will cause great pain; others will bring joy. Some will pass by barely noticed; others will alter the deepest
parts of my being. I will bring about many changes myself; but changes I experience will also be brought about by others
around me, and I will be the tool God uses to change others’ lives.
With God’s help, I shall accept that change will happen every day, for I am not alone.
God shares the changes with me. God rejoices with me and comforts me through the difficult days. As the quiet, solid
center that gives me something to cling to, God is the constant in my quicksilver existence.
With God’s help, I shall embrace it all.
Therefore, I shall not fear change. I shall trust that I can face all the changes, welcome them all and be stronger after they
have their work on me.
I can do all this with God’s help.
God’s peace be with you.

Canon Linda
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Warden’s Report…….Senior Warden: Epiphany Comes
Dear St. Mark’s Family,
A little over a year ago St. Mark’s had no candidates for interim rector and none in sight. We
waited. God worked. Canon Linda joined us . . . we moved forward.

Wardens of
St. Mark’s
Penny Klabunde
Senior Warden

Now we find, besides seeking a new rector, our music program is in transition. This painful turn of
events has left us reeling. We will wait. God will work. In God’s time we will move forward once
again.
Every day I receive an email meditation from the Society of Saint John the Evangelist, an
Anglican/Episcopal monastic community in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Below is an Epiphany
sermon from their website that speaks to St. Mark’s here and now.
In this new year, I wish you grace and peace,

Penny

I was marveling the other day that Lent is just around the corner. Isn’t that amazing? It seems
pennyklabunde@gmail.com like yesterday we were dressing this chapel liturgically in blue for Advent, in excited anticipation of
Christmas. Now, Epiphany is almost over and I’m getting a little panicky…..because I haven’t had
Or 541-690-2855.
one yet. Maybe you can relate. Have you had an epiphany during this church season of
Epiphany?
Please contact her at:

Susan Ladue
Junior Warden
Please contact her at:
susanladue@gmail.com
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by serving our church family and the wider community.

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ

Mission Statement 2015

Or 541-941-2850

According to the Merriam Webster dictionary an epiphany is: a moment in which you suddenly
see or understand something in a new or very clear way. In the church, Epiphany is a season
beginning on January 6th when we celebrate Christ being made manifest to the world through the
coming of the Magi to Bethlehem (epiphany, from the Greek, literally meaning manifestation). In
today’s gospel lesson it seems like everyone is having an epiphany! The gospel writer of Mark
tells us that Jesus takes Peter, James, and John with him high upon a mountain where they can
be by themselves and something unexpected happens: Jesus is transfigured before them, his
clothes become dazzling white and Moses and Elijah appear and begin speaking to him. We are
not privy to their conversation, but their presence with Jesus infers a sort spiritual debriefing
session; Moses and Elijah, representing the Law and the Prophets, are said to have conversed
with God directly in their lifetimes. This scene is epiphany for Jesus who is learning more about
what his role as the long awaited Messiah will entail. His mission is gaining clarity.
This scene is epiphany for the disciples because they experience something in Jesus that they
have not seen before. Have you ever noticed something quite unexpectedly in a friend or
colleague that has shed some light on them? Perhaps this experience gave you a little insight
into their situation and changed your perception of who they were…..they were transfigured
before your eyes. I think this transfiguration of Jesus was a game changer for Peter, James, and
John because their notions of his mission were significantly changed. As they descended the
mountain, they knew they had witnessed something awesome but the experience shook the
foundation of who they wanted Jesus to be. And as much as Jesus tried to explain, they wouldn’t
fully understand until after His death, resurrection, and ascension….and believe it or not, for us,
THIS is good news.
While an epiphany seems like a sudden and random event, the truth is epiphanies happen after a
significant period of time when a final tidbit of information gathered brings something into focus
and makes us say “Eureka! I got it!” While the ‘Eureka effect,’ (the sudden elation one
experiences when having an epiphany) makes this event appear to be random, in actuality it is
the end of a long process.
You may be heading into Lent not having had an epiphany, that is, you’re not sure how God is
working in your life. Or perhaps God is not working according to your expectations. If this is the
case, then don’t panic. Peter, James, and John….Jesus’ inner circle of friends didn’t understand
right away either. Like the disciples, you may need to work these things out with Jesus in your
prayer. Ask Jesus to shed some light in your life, to transfigure it….and then be patient. It may
be that you’re being readied for something, and in God’s time, when you least expect it,
EUREKA!!!
http://ssje.org/ssje/2014/02/22/eureka-epiphany-br-jim-woodrum/
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View from the Vestry…...

January 2016

The Vestry met on December 15. Complete committee reports will be in the upcoming
Lions’ Tales.
Our parish profile that was so skillfully put together by the Profile Committee has been
approved and is on our website. Thanks to all of you for your feedback on your Parish
survey; your ideas are included. If you would like a hard copy call the office.
Having this approved by the Bishop was an important step in our Rector Search. As you
will see with the published update of the committee we are right on schedule with our
search to find a Rector by June 30.
We so much appreciate the work of Pam Boston and her ever expanding Sunday school.
There are over 20 kids now on the roll and their enthusiasm and Pam’s is contagious.
They appeared recently in a Christmas pageant right here early on Christmas Eve. Check
the insert of your bulletin today for pictures.
We’ve contacted the Medford Police Department about sending a representative to meet
with interested parishioners to discuss campus security . We are hoping for a meeting after
the 10 o’clock service on January 17th. We’ll let you know when the date and time are
firmly confirmed, hopefully by the time the Lion’s Tale is published.
The Stewardship campaign has gone very well.
For those who pledged last year and have turned in a pledge card this year, there is a net
gain so far, but we’re not done. We want to remind you that that if you haven’t had time for
get your pledge in, it’s not too late. If you didn’t receive a pledge card let us know and we’ll
get you one.
Also, if you are used to paying things on line you may pay your pledge that easy way
also. Just let Kevin Klabunde know if you’d like to use this service. We’ll get some EPledge notes to you so you can put them in the offertory plate to be blessed on Sundays.
Your faithful commitment to St. Mark’s is truly Living out God’s love and the Good
News of Jesus Christ by serving our church family and the wider community.

Margaret Dials
Buildings and Grounds Update
At its December 1st meeting, the Medford Landmarks and Historic
Preservation Commission approved demolition of the Hafer House garages in two stages
over not more than five years. Following that approval, the Medford City Building
Department issued a demolition permit for the two garage portions nearest to Hafer
House. Before demolition takes place:
1. the DEQ must inspect the structure for asbestos.
2. the two garages must be completely emptied.
3. the middle garage that will remain must be refitted for
St. Mark’s Food Pantry storage.
Please contact Penny Klabunde at 541-690-2855 or pennyklabunde@gmail.com if you
would like to join a January work party to make ready for demolition.
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Vestry Nominations for 2106
I am Jay Matheson. My wife, Ginny, and I moved to Oregon in
2004 and soon began attending St. Marks. We moved from
Indianapolis where I attended Christian Theological for two years
as diaconal ministry candidate in the Lutheran Church (ELCA).

Marilyn Myers &
Penny Klabunde
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Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.
Based on the 2015 Parish survey results

Mission Statement 2015

Representatives
for St. Mark’s on
the Family
Nurturing Center
Board.

Ginny and I have served as ushers/greeters/ and jointly headed
the Welcome Committee for sometime. I also have served on the
Worship Committee. We support the food pantry with time and
money. My current involvement includes the Wednesday night
Book Group and exploring a downtown ecumenical ministry with mainline churches.
My main Goal would be to help St. Marks actualize the new mission statement. Living
out God's love and the Good News of Jesus Christ by serving our church family and
the wider community. While I value serving our church family, I believe the survival of
our congregation is now tied to how we respond to serving the wider community.
My name is Kit Nilles and I have one son, Brian Saling. I
gained another son and daughter, David and Nancy Nilles,
when I married Jerry almost nine years ago. We live on a farm
in Central Point. We have been members at St. Mark’s for nine
years.
I have been involved in many ministries at St. Mark’s. I am
currently in alter guild, worship committee, and the Sunday
School committee. I try to stay involved in Parish Life because I
think you need to connect people to the church.
I believe it is important to act on your faith and believe we do that through outreach
projects, including the pantry and Family Nurturing Center. I would like to see more of
a presence in social media because I think it is important to let others know what we
do in Jesus name. I also want to see the Sunday School program continue to grow. I
do not think we should focus so much on numbers as on purpose.
I am Barry Johnson. June and I have had our home in Central
Point for two years. We have six children and twelve
grandchildren (ages 7 to 22 y.o.) between us. We have been
St. Mark’s members for a year. Before retirement my career
included teaching Junior High Math and Science, Christian
ministry, and later general contracting.
I have been involved in the weekly book group, the Monday
Bible study, Soul Striders, church Greeter, the Architectural
Committee, have volunteered time and talents in the recent refurbishment project,
and am helping with Building and Grounds needs.
I would like to see us be more bold and willing to take risks, try new things outside our
comfort zone. I want to see a continued deepening of our spiritual lives as the
motivation for this. I would like to see evangelistic outreach in different forms,
reaching out to people in the community around us that may not be religious or even
ready for worship, but who are seeking. I believe these people are there.

`

January 2016

Parish Nurse—Nancy Miles

As I prepared to write this article for January it was only December 5th. I pondered and prayed
a while to pick a topic that would have meaning to all of you at St. Mark's. Seeing as it was the
first of the year the idea of "new year's resolutions" came to mind. The idea was quickly
dismissed because most of you have already found that resolutions generally are broken after a
few months. So that left me open to whatever the Spirit nudged me to share. So here is
something more personal which I believe will prompt each and every one of you to also ponder
and pray. It is my hope that it will encourage you to begin the New Year in your own unique
kind and loving way by "Living out God's love and the Good News of Jesus Christ."
I would like to share an Email I received from my daughter. She has years of experience
working with children and parents who participate in the YMCA before and after school
programs in low income neighborhoods. She has held children in her arms (and intervened on
their behalf afterwards) while they shared their stories of abuse and neglect. Here is an edited
version of her Email.
"Hi every one, it's B's (her son) 2nd birthday in one week and I have so many emotions about
it. I wish I could say that I felt 100% hopeful and excited about his future, but I can't. I'm pretty
worried about the state of the world we live in and admit it's hard for me to fathom what life will
be like for him and (God willing) his family in the future.
I'm not sure you heard/read about it, but there was a yet another mass shooting at a Regional
Center in San Bernadino, CA today. It's about 2 hours away from SD. These centers support
kids and families and I frequent the same facilities in SD all the time for my job. This parallel
hits really close to home for me. On my way home from work, still shaken by the news, I was
brought back to B. I want only the best for him (and D, Z and any/all little ones). I need him to
see the good in others, in the world, in the environment. I want him to find joy in helping people,
being loving and responsible. That starts with us, the village that loves him unconditionally.

Nancy Miles
Serves the people of
St. Mark’s as parish
nurse.
Contact Nancy at:
541-621-8839
or email her at:
nancy42miles@gmail.com

So in lieu of presents, I ask that you all do (2) random acts of kindness. Something to bring joy
to someone you may or may not know, something for someone less fortunate or someone you
know could use the help. Or something to brighten/clean/support the environment. Whatever
you want."
She then asked us to send her a written description of the experiences. She continued, "I'll
compile all the stories for B to keep forever. Something I can read to him when I'm feeling
worried about the world. These gestures don't have to cost much, or anything for that
matter. They just need to show the world there is hope, love and kindness out there...Know that
me, J, B and our neighbors will be doing the same thing in lieu of a B-Day party.
We'll be hopping on a city bus to somewhere in SD to share an experience together that will not
only celebrate two amazing years with our little guy, but also celebrate a positive future for him
as well."
I know of other "random acts of kindness" in our own parish that have reflected the hope, love,
kindness and sacrifice of which my daughter speaks. But I don't have permission to share them
with you. So I am encouraging you to be open to the prompts of the Holy Spirit. Look for
opportunities to do your own random act of kindness. I promise it is a great way to begin the
New Year. It is healthy for your entire being, especially your heart and soul.
Thanks to all of you who chose to form a Mercy Flights' Group at St. Marks. All the forms and
fees have been turned in. I will get your membership cards to you when I receive them.
Have a happy, healthy and holy New Year!

Nancy
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Music Notes
BEST WISHES, PEGGY EVANS!
St. Mark’s Music Director, Dr. Margaret Evans, submitted her
resignation to the Interim Rector in mid-December. Peggy requested
that she conclude her responsibilities with the Music at St. Mark’s
concert on New Year’s Eve. We wish Peg well in whatever direction
her ministry may take her, and we thank her for the gifts she shared
with us during her time with us.
The highlights during the Advent and Christmas season were many
with the choir singing, the organ playing, the Christmas pageant , and
a late evening Christmas Mass and carol sing. The pageant was full of
children in costumes, two skilled children narrators, and everyone
joining in singing the story of Jesus’ birth. Led by Pam Boston, 16
costumed pageant cast members, including a cheetah, and two
children leading the narration, helped us celebrate this joyful event.
The evening service was a lovely celebration featuring Christmas
Carols and candlelight. On Christmas day, a morning service helped
round out our celebrations. Merry Christmas everyone!

MANY THANKS FROM THE
FAMILY NURTURING CENTER!!
“WE LOVE ST. MARK’S!” is a phrase heard often in the hallways and classrooms of the Family Nurturing Center. Most recently that statement referred to the many gifts under the parish hall Christmas tree.
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As many parishioners learned from Executive Director, Lisa O’Connor, at the December 6th forum, classes at the Family Nurturing Center address the needs of children age birth through five. Services begin with the child and expand to wrap
around the entire family. Our St. Mark’s Christmas gift project included all the children at the Center and all of their siblings.

Announcements & Opportunities

`
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ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS Are Due Now!
To all Commissions, Committees and Task Forces please email your
annual reports to June Johnson in the church office, office@stmarksmedford.org by Sunday, January 10th. Each report will be reviewed
and included in the 2015 annual report. I ask that each group who is
included in the six core ministries offer a reflection of this past year.
Questions – Please contact Rev Linda at lpotter333@gmail.com or
541-773-3111.

Membership Growth at Saint Mark`s
Forums presented by the Rev. Norman Somes &
Sponsored by the Welcome Committee

January 10 and 17 at 9.10 a.m.
Among its many constructive steps in 2015, the parish has
voted for membership growth and a greeting program that is
comprehensive. The Rev. Norman Somes will describe how
these can be achieved drawing upon his years of church
growing experience and speaking to the seven steps in the
“spiral of evangelism”----attract, welcome, inspire, introduce ,follow up, befriend, and incorporate.

“SOCK IT TO ME SUNDAY”
Join the Outreach Commission on Sunday, January 17, 2016 for
a special project to help the homeless teens in Jackson County
keep warm this winter. Donate a new pair(s) of socks; wrap
them in a ball, and drop them in the basket in church---EASY,
PEASY---and yet so wonderful. Any color, size, or style will do
since some of these teens have kids. The Maslow Project will
distribute them to their clients.
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St. Mark’s Pantry
With regret, the Outreach Commission accepted Christian
Mathisen's request for leave of absence from the Outreach
Commission and management of St. Mark's Food Pantry on
Sunday, December 20, 2016. Christian stated the leave of
absence will be until the fall of 2016 due to his business and
personal needs.
Christian has been a dedicated member of Outreach for over 20 years at St.
Mark's. He established St. Mark's Food Pantry in 2009. This year,
Pat Ayers
approximately 11,000 people were fed through foundation funds, personal
Chairperson
donations, and non-perishable food collected for Food on the Fourth Friday
Outreach Committee
and Medford Food Project. Earlier years, it was up to 15,000 clients that came
Contact her, at:
Thursday afternoons to 'shop' for their family food. St. Mark's food pantry is
the only one that offers fresh vegetables, fruit, eggs and bread. Clients choose
541-608-7653
Outreach Committee: what they want to eat.
Pat Ayers (Chair)
In Christian's absence, Jerry Nilles offered to become a member of the
Bobbie Fasel
Outreach Commission. He needs assistance in a team effort method of
Kathy Garrett
operating the food pantry. If parish members (or anyone) wishes to contribute
Barbara Holley
a couple or more hours occasionally or every Thursday, please contact Jerry
Earl King
at 541-773-7286. He and his wife, Kit, are 8 o'clockers so see him around 9
Christian Mathisen
Jerry McDougall
a.m. when he is enjoying a cookie or two at the forum or coffee hour.
Marilyn Myers
Peter Nelson
Rita Shale

Pat Ayers, chair of Outreach, said, "We have been blessed with Christian's
skills with the pantry for many years. His loyalty and dedication have gone
above and beyond to make the pantry what it is today. There are volunteers
that are looking forward to continue working at the pantry; we just need to
spread the duties out among its volunteers to make it easier for everyone."

Pat Ayers, Outreach Chair
Monthly Update on Pantry
In November, we served 191 families, 218 children, 610 people for a total of
$1,251.31 or $2.05 per person! The lower numbers reflect the Thanksgiving
holiday for the pantry when we assembled 225 boxes for families instead of
opening the pantry. Thanks to St Mark’s for your continued support of the
pantry, especially the Food On-The-Fourth collection of foods!
I want to personally thank and offer my appreciation to members of the
“Drowned Brigade” Randy Doyle, Victoria and Earl King, Peter Nelson, Rita
Shale and myself who stood out in the driving rain on Saturday December 12
from 9 am until 2 pm collecting and boxing 33,000 pounds of food at the
Medford Food Project. Thank you for this tremendous service to the pantry so
that others may eat!
This Medford Food Project collection gave St Mark’s Pantry 46 boxes
representing 2,200 pounds of food to give our clients in the next two months.
We learned in December that the Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation will
grant us $8,500 for 2016. Thank you to the Foundation for this help in feeding
those in need.
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Christian Mathisen
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Thanksgiving Friendly Visitor Baskets
Each year, Marilyn Myers organizes and puts together 'friendly' baskets
for members of St. Mark's. The baskets are reminders of our caring for
them and being in our thoughts though they may not be in the pews
each Sunday.
A few comments and thank you notes follow:

"Dear parish family…We were surprised to receive the beautiful Thanksgiving care basket. It
contained so many items, both thoughtful and delicious. The best gift of all, however, is just being
remembered. Thank you."
"Dear St. Mark's Family --- Thank you ever so much for the gift basket for Thanksgiving. It was a
joy to be remembered as we do not get to services much. We enjoyed also all the goodies in the basket.
With love and peace to all our good friends."
"St. Mark's members ~ Thank you for the lovely Christmas box filled with goodies from chocolate
chunk and nuts to an enlarged 'Day by Day' and playing card. All are much appreciated."
"We enormously appreciate your lovely Thanksgiving basket. It is incredibly and especially joyous and
welcome to recovery. What fun it is to have small goodies and large happy wishes to share with
visitors."
The cards will be on display with names on the Outreach Information Board in the
passageway from the Sanctuary to parish hall. One more reason to thank everyone who
contributed towards Thanksgiving food and friendly baskets.
Thank you, Marilyn, for your constant support of St. Mark's Outreach projects, especially,
the friendly baskets.

Pat Ayers, Outreach Chair
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FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE
The good news is that there was a bit of a rebound in pledge and plate
payments in November compared to the prior year and a continual slight
increase over the past 5 months in 2015. Pledge and plate payments for the
month of October were almost at budget. Unfortunately, our current YTD
position is approximately twenty-five thousand less than where we were a year
Barbara Holley
ago. Our budget had anticipated a drop in pledge and plate income of a little
Chairperson
2015 Finance Committee
over $13,000, but this greater difference is of concern. It is critical to our
Please contact her at:
finances, and to our psychological wellbeing, that we at least break even for
Barbara@hollywoodfarm.com
2015. If we cannot do that with the lower personnel costs this year associated
Kevin Klabunde with our interim rector, next year’s budget will need to address what has
Finance Administrator
become our inability to live within our means.
For more information,
please contact him at:

kevinklabunde@msn.com

Don Ogren
Treasurer
Please contact him at:
dogren@mac.com

Committee members:
Margaret Bell
Sally Bouwer
Barbara Holley
Kevin Klabunde
Cal Lanfear
Bobbie Middaugh
Lyn McConnell
Don Ogren

With good expense control, St. Marks was almost on budget overall for the
month. But we will not know for another week what our total pledge amounts
were for 2015. Each and every pledge represents an important commitment to
St. Marks. We base our budget on it. While we appreciate your generosity, we
need to know we can count on it.
Our year-to-date deficit is $3800 over budget. We will know soon whether we
were able to break even for the year! If we can’t do this with an interim rector,
how can we possibly afford a new, full-time priest?
Our investments had a good recovery in October and performance continues to
be satisfactory considering our conservative strategy, which we are
maintaining.
October 31, 2015

Year-to-Date

Actual

Budget

Actual

Budget

$18,019

$19,092

$207,835

$220,787

Expense

22,076

22,942

225,330

234,485

Net Income

($4,057)

($3,850)

($17,495)

($13,698)

Income
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ADULT FORUMS …..JULIE DRENGSON

January 2016

January Forums
Jan 3

A photo journey through Vietnam with Barbara Holley,
and the healing and forgiveness that was the
unexpected gift.

Jan 10

Membership Growth at Saint Mark`s part 1,
with Rev. Norman Somes

Jan 17

Membership Growth at Saint Mark`s part 2,
with Rev. Norman Somes

Jan 24

Annual Meeting preview with the Wardens

Formation
Programs:
Julie Drengson
jadreng820@gmail.com

Jan. 31

NO forum, Annual Meeting

History Moments
History Note, from the Medford Mail Tribune, Friday, Dec. 30, 1949, page
3 -Six wrought iron lighting fixtures/memorial lamps will be dedicated on New
Year's Day at the 11 am service, along with other gifts.
Two of the memorial lamps are in memory of Phyllis Swearingen, by staff of
the Community Hospital and other friends.
One memorial lamp is in memory of John Neff, by his parents Mr. and Mrs.
Porter J. Neff.
One memorial lamp is in memory of Mattie R. Emerick and Vernon J. Emerick, by
Mrs. Aletha Vawter.
Two memorial lamps are from the Guilds of St. Mark's Parish, in honor of former
Guild members.
Other gifts include the painting and interior decoration of the church, from John C.
Mann; installation of a base, lid and altar shelf for the baptismal font by Col.
Charles E. Stafford and Cap. William B. Clegg; gold-leafing of the exterior roof
cross by Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Johnson of Bend; and installation of new lighting
effects in the sanctuary by Fred Morlan.

&
Betsy Sharp
Forum
Sunday School
Book Group
Bible Studies
Library

Mission Statement 2015

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.
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ECW……...Molly Kerr
Advent Tea 2015
A big "thank you" to all who participated in the Advent Tea
making it once again such an elegant affair:
the table decorators
those who brought fabulous tea fare
those who brought raffle items
those who brought raffle items
And all who attended.
A really big "thank you" to Elliott Meyerding and Earl King for selling raffle tickets and
for not telling people if they didn't buy them I was going to come and live with them!
Elliott said that was what he was going to say...he is so funny. We're SO thankful for
his continuing recovery.

ECW's next event will be a St. Patrick's Day
luncheon in March so watch for details.
In the meantime, I will keep you posted of any ECW
news.
Keep well and never stop praying for our church and
for each other. We are so blessed to have such a
wonderful church family.
Blessings on everyone,

Molly

Page 12

Search Committee Update
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The committee has met in the holidays and will meet again Tuesday, Jan 5th. The
final components of the questionnaire and narrative will be sent to the Diocese for
approval later this week. The ad is being developed and will be submitted next week
to the Diocese for posting. If you have not checked out the Search page on our St.
Mark’s website, please do so. What an exciting time this has been for us, taking
steps into our future! Keep the committee in your prayers as we seek discernment in
the best choice for our Parish family.

Debra McFadden & Bob Wille, co– chairs, Margaret Dials, Penny Klabunde, Jan
Martin, Craig Prewitt, Jim Rockwell

Forward in Faith
As we march forward through the 12 Days of Christmas and into the new year, the
busyness and stress of the holidays begins to retreat. This has been a time of
celebration at church and at home. For many of us it full of family traditions shared
with close and extended family, and friends.
At church we saw the advent season preparing us with readings, prayers, and
song at our services. Christmas Eve we celebrated with a family service with our
children’s pageant leading the congregation. We were told the story of Christ’s
birth by children narrators and shown the story by children costumed featuring the
animals in the manager, including a cheetah this year, shepherds, and angels. The
story comes alive with the children reading, acting their parts, and singing with the
congregation, the special songs that have come to mean Christmas to us all.
Topping it all off with the Holy Eucharist to make the story complete. The evening
service featured a carol sing, readings, and prayer. The Holy Eucharist was a quiet
moment of contemplation for us to remember the real celebration of Christmas
seeking peace and joy!
The Forward in Faith Stewardship campaign is continuing and we hope to fulfill our
mission and goal to call a new full time rector to St. Mark’s. In our parish we have
many talents, much time and treasure that all contribute to the wonderful Parish
family that make us St. Mark’s.
In the busyness and upset schedules that Christmas season brings you may have
overlooked your pledge. Enclosed is a pledge brochure and a return envelope.
Please take the time to fill it out and return it to the church. You can mail it, bring it
by the office, put it in the pledge basket in the back of the church, or in the
offertory plate in any service.
May you have a happy and joy filled new year!

Debra McFadden & John Richardson, Stewardship Co-chairs
Page 13
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St. Nicholas
Day

FNC Gift Tree
Advent Home
Communion
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Life at St. Mark’s

Mission Statement 2015

Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

Advent Tea

Page 15

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

PAID

541-773-3111
office@stmarks-medford.org
www.stmarks-medford.org

MEDFORD, OR
Permit No. 626

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

JANUARY 2016
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarksmedford.org

and also on Facebook
H E R E

Please contact us with changes in your email address, telephone number
and addresses so we have the correct information in our database.
Email: office@stmarks-medford.org or call 541-773-3111

B E G I N S

T H E

G O O D

N E W S

O F

J E S U S

C H R I S T

…

(

Mark 1:1)

Mission Statement 2015
Living out God’s love and the Good News of Jesus Christ
by serving our church family and the wider community.

Epiphany Party
January 10th, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.
Immediately after the 10:00 a.m. Service

A holy Ham, King Cake & Beverages
will be provided by the Celebration Committee
The rest is an All Parish Potluck
Names beginning A– F salads
Names beginning G–M

side dishes

Names beginning N–W desserts
Questions, concerns contact: Debra McFadden
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541-772-2582 or 541-324-9451 or dmcfad1006@aol.com

