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Jed Holdorph  

is the Rector of St. Mark’s 

Church. 

If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or you can email at: 

rector@stmarks-medford.org 

If interested, you can also check 

out his blog at: 

 www.jholdorph.wordpress.com  
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THE ANNUAL MEETING … by Father Jed 

But I take a somewhat 
contrarian view.  Even 
after a deficit in 2013, we 
still have more money in 
the bank at the end of 
2013 than we had the year 
before.  We still have 
resources available to us, 
so it’s hard, in my 
estimation, to call 
ourselves “down and out.”  

Common sense tells us 
that we cannot continue 
to run deficit budgets like 
we have been doing 
indefinitely.  And that’s 
true, of course.   
 

As I began my address to 
the congregation at the 
2014 Annual Meeting, I  
recalled the celebration 
we shared to mark the 
25th anniversary of my 
ordination as a priest.  I 
thank those who helped 
pull off a party for the day.  
I thank all of you for your 
love and support.   
 
An anniversary, like 
an annual meeting, is 
a chance both to look 
back and to look 
ahead.  As we engage 
in that activity, I can 
see how bleak things 
might seem to some.   
 
We ended the last 
year with an 
operating deficit of 
just over $17,000 
(much less than many 
feared it would be, 
but still a large 
figure).  And we 
project a larger 
deficit in our 
operating budget for 
2014.  We’ve been 
running deficits for many 
years, nearly $22,000 each 
year on average for the 
past five years.  If that 
were all there was to say, 
it would be bleak indeed.  

We cannot run deficits 
indefinitely, but the fact of 
the matter is that we could 
do so for quite some time if 
we decided to.  We could 
even continue our average 
$22,000 deficit for the next 
50 years if we decided to … 
and we’d still have money in 
the bank when we were 
done.   
 
I don’t say we should, just 
that we could.  In fact, if we 
did continue this way, the 
graver danger would be that 
complacency would kill us.  
So I say this simply to make 
the point that things are not 
as bleak as we likely imagine 
them to be.   
 
And I say this because I know 
that we have some major 
decisions before us, 
concerning both our facilities 
and our finances.  I worry 
that if fear and desperation 
drive those decisions, they 
won’t be as smart or as 
creative or as faithful as they 
should be.  I pray that we 
will be smart.  I pray that we 
will be creative.  I pray that 
we will be faithful.  And I 
pray that we will know that 
God will bless us in the end, 
whatever comes next. 

mailto:rector@stmarks-medford.org
http://jholdorph.wordpress.com
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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP …  

 
MEMBERS OF ST. MARK’S MET ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, for the 2014 Annual 
Meeting.  The canons of the Episcopal Church require this meeting for the purpose of 
reporting on the life of the congregation and for electing new leadership for the com-
ing year(s).  Copies of the written report will be available from the church office and 
are also posted on our parish website @ http://www.stmarks-medford.org/. 
 
Rector’s Address 
Father Jed offered what might be considered the rector’s “State of the Parish” address 
(see p. 1 for added details).  He spoke about the financial state at St. Mark’s.  He 
acknowledged the challenges we face, even as he called on those who will make hard 
choices for the future of St. Mark’s to do so mindful both of the realities and of our 
calling to be smart, creative, and faithful as we do so. 
 
Election of Vestry 
After receiving the report of the Nominating Committee, the congregation elected four 
new members to serve three-year terms on the Vestry: Bill Deatherage, Susan Doyal, 
Cal Lanfear, and John Richardson.  It was also noted that Bruce Cartmel is moving and 
will vacate a position on the Vestry.  He will be replaced by the appointment of Bob Wille.  
Betsy Sharp had been previously appointed to fill a vacancy created by the move/resignation 
of Ray Kelly.  Both Bob and Betsy will serve for two years.  (Father Jed announced that he 
would formally appoint Bill Deatherage as Senior Warden when the Vestry meets after the 
meeting.) 
 
After electing these new members to the vestry, the congregation thanked retiring members 
of the Vestry:  Bill Dames, Susan Ladue, Francis Plowman, and Elliott Meyerding.  
 
At the end of her report,  Pam and Bruce were brought back up front and were thanked for 
their faithful service among us at St. Mark’s, and presented with tokens of appreciation — a 
prayer shawl to Pam and a lure/tackle box to Bruce.   
 
Reports from Wardens 
Wardens Susan Ladue and Margaret Bell offered additional comments.  Susan expressed her 
deep affection for the people of St. Mark’s.  Echoing the tenor of the rector’s report, she also  
exhorted the congregation to be faithful in all decisions for the future, then ended her report 
with heartfelt thanks for the precious gift of being allowed to serve — as a member of the 
Vestry, as well as being both Junior and (most recently) Senior Warden. 
 
Before the Junior Warden’s report, Susan was presented a card from the Vestry, along with a 
gift card from the Vestry.  The congregation added applause. 
 
Margaret offered words of thanks to those who serve, especially thanking those who work 
to maintain and spiff up our buildings and grounds.  She observed that just as a shirt looks 
sharp when freshly laundered and ironed, but quickly becomes soiled and wrinkled, so too 
we need to be vigilant in the care of our facilities; they start looking like they need attention 
without it.  She added deep thanks to Susan Ladue for her dedication and friendship. 

ANNUAL 

REPORT  

Copies of the 

written report 

are available in 

the church 

office or online 

at the St. 

Mark’s website. 

St. Mark’s 

        Vestry 
 
Class of 2015  

Margaret Bell (Jr. Warden) 

Jerry Nilles 

Phyllis Robertson 

Ramona Templin 

 

Class of 2016 

Bob Wille 

Julie Drengson 

Betsy Sharp 

Debra McFadden 

 

Class of 2017  

Bill Deatherage (Sr. Warden) 

Susan Doyal 

Cal Lanfear 

John Richardson (Clerk) 

 

http://www.stmarks-medford.org/
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ANNUAL MEETING … continued from previous page  

 
Task Force on Hafer House/Facilities 
Bruce Cartmel offered the report on the task force charged to 
assess the costs associated with three scenarios for the future of 
Hafer House.  He thanked the other members of the task force: 
Margaret Bell, David McFadden, and the late Wes Weston.  Bruce 
noted that while the situation is not a crisis, a decision point is not 
far off.  The good news is that we have better information now than 
we did before and that we have the resources to do what’s needed. 
 
Stewardship and Finance 
Francis Plowman chaired the committee who organized this year’s 
“New Consecration Sunday” appeal.  He thanked the members of 
the committee who worked on the program this year, along with other volunteers, and 
the members of the congregation who responded with gifts in support of their efforts.   
 
Kit Nilles, Finance Committee Chair, offered the report on behalf of the Finance 
Committee.  She thanked committee members and referred the congregation to the 
full details in the written report.  A summary of the 2013 and 2014 operating budgets is 
summarized below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two new members will join the Finance Committee for the coming year:  Barbara 
Holley and Dave Myers.  Don Ogren has been appointed Treasurer by the Vestry. 
 
Other reports and the commissioning of the new Vestry 
Various individuals came forward to offer reports on behalf of a variety of committees, 
commissions and organizations of the parish.  In addition to the formal reports 
included in the official written report, they offered words of appreciation and/or 
exhortation to the assembly gathered for meeting. 
 
The 2014 Annual Meeting ended with a commissioning ceremony for new members of 
the Vestry, the congregation offering their prayers and pledging their support. 

 
2013 2013 2014 
Budget Actual Budget 

INCOME       

Plate Offerings  $     9,200 $     11,515  $     8,600 

Pledge Payments  $ 326,299  $   282,392  $ 272,901 

Other Income  $    23,371  $     26,699  $    28,171 

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME  $ 358,870  $   320,607  $ 309,672 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $ 358,870  $   337,660  $ 348,602 

NET GAIN (LOSS)  $            0  $   (17,053)  $            (38,930) 

Newly-elected and/or appointed Vestry members were formally pre-

sented to the Annual Meeting and then commissioned for this ministry. 
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MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans  

 

FEBRUARY WILL GET OFF TO A QUICK START for Music at St. Mark's when the Halcyon 
Oregon Trio performs for us on Sunday, February 2, at 3 pm. You can consider this a 
Super Bowl alternative! 
 
The Trio includes Joan Haaland Paddock, trumpets and Norwegian Lur, as well as Jackie 
Van Paepeghem, soprano and percussion, and Debra Huddleston, pianist and organist. 
These women are based in the Salem/Portland area, with several being associated with 
Linfield College. The concert will include works for soprano, trumpet and organ by Da-
mien Stachowicz and Archangelo Crotti, with solo works by Purcell, Bach and Grieg. 
The concert will also include "Three Mystical Songs: A Feather On the Breath of God" 
created for the Trio by Oregon composer/organist John Ranney using the poetry of 
Hildegard von Bingen. Oregon composers Jason Heald and Kevin McKee will also be 
featured. This free concert will be followed by a reception. Bring a friend and join us 
for this concert! 
 
Evensong and other opportunities to sing 
Meanwhile, the Chancel Choir is working hard on the music for the Evensong which the 
members will present on Sunday, March 2, at 4 pm. Please mark this date on your cal-
endar now. 
 
As always, if you'd like to join the Chancel Choir or the Handbell Ensemble, please just 
come to a Thursday evening rehearsal. We'd love to have you join us. 
 
 
 

WELCOME COMMISSION … by Kit Nilles  

 
THE WELCOME COMMISSION HAS A NEW CHAIR … Thank you Bill Dames. One of the 
best ways to welcome him might be to sign-up for a coffee hour … lots of openings 
right now. It is a nice way to honor a birthday or anniversary.  
 
Invite a Child to Church February 2 @ 10 am 
On Sunday, February 2, we celebrate a feast day in the church’s calendar: The Feast of 
the Presentation.  What a great time to introduce children to our church …  Just as Je-
sus was introduced to the temple elders (Anna and Simeon), we hope you’ll invite your 
children and grandchildren to St. Mark’s … and introduce them to some of our prover-
bial “temple elders” here.  
 
Pam Boston will have a special program for them that Sunday during our weekly chil-
dren’s worship time (meeting in the parish hall at the start of the 10 o’clock service).  
Then they’ll join us in the sanctuary with a song! 
 
It’s also known as “Candlemas” a traditional occasion to bless all of the candles used in 
church.  So bring a candle, if you like, and we’ll bless your little light, as well! 

Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 



  ST . MARK ’S L IONTALES FEBRUARY 2014 

Page 5 

        

 
 
 
 
 
Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 
Committee.  If you wish to 
contact her, she can be 
reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Bobbie Fasel 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Kristen & Adam Kurth 

Susan Ladue 

Olive Lansburgh 

Christian Mathisen 

Marilyn Myers 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 

OUTREACH … by Pat Ayers 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR SOME HELP IN THE COMMUNITY GARDEN. The old vegetation 
needs to be cleared off and the garden tidied up. We are looking for help and plan to 
meet at the garden on Saturday, February 22, at 10 am.  
 
Many hands will make light work. It would be nice to start the spring with a clean 
brightened space.  Vita Lawson has been working with the gardeners and this is a good 
time to thank her with a little service.  
 

The Family Nurturing Center 
Across Fifth Street from our beautiful sanctuary lies Dagwell Hall, once the home of St. 
Mark’s Church offices and Sunday School.  As part of St. Mark’s outreach to our com-
munity, Dagwell Hall  became the home of the Family Nurturing Center in 2007.   
 
This begins an ongoing Lion’s Tale column to share the important work and inspiring 
stories that happen just across the street! 
 
The Family Nurturing Center is one of 15 Oregon Relief Nurseries. Like all of the 18 Re-
lief Nurseries in Oregon, The Family Nurturing Center (FNC), Jackson County Children’s 
Relief Nursery, is a community-based, non-profit child abuse and neglect prevention 
and intervention program whose mission is to strengthen families so that children can 
live safely and develop fully in their parents’ care.   
 
Created in May 2006 to serve high-risk Jackson County 
families with children birth to six years, this grassroots 
response to the steadily increasing number of child 
abuse and neglect victims has grown from a single group 
of four toddler/families, two teachers, and one small 
classroom to a multifaceted organization that annually 
serves 314 children/families with a staff of 36 in a 3.000 
square foot building (Dagwell Hall)! The FNC offers a 
blend of intensive supports and interventions to break 
the patterns of child abuse and neglect and help children 
and their families recover from the trauma that has char-
acterized their lives. 
 
St. Mark’s parishioner Kit Nilles was a six-year FNC board member.  Last fall Marilyn 
Myers (541-890-8074) and Penny Klabunde (541-690-2855) became St. Mark’s repre-
sentatives on the board.  Please contact either of them to arrange a tour or learn how 
to become a volunteer or financial supporter. 
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ANNIVERSARY AND EPIPHANY CELEBRATIONS … by Susan Ladue 

 

ON EPIPHANY SUNDAY, OUR PARISH FAMILY GATHERED for two celebratory events.  
We marked the 25th anniversary of the ordination of Jedediah Dunning Holdorph, II to 
the priesthood.  AND we celebrated our annual, much-loved Epiphany Star Party! 
 
Almost 60 people attended each event! It was truly an outpouring of appreciation for 
our priest, followed by wonderful fellowship. Thanks to all who attended, or sent notes 
and cards because they were unable to be there. We are an amazing family.   
 
Father Jim Boston wrote an absolutely lovely blessing, composed specifically for Jed’s 
anniversary, and offered the blessing at both of the morning services. The congrega-
tion enjoyed delicious food and gave a rousing rendition of a delightful ditty composed 
by our very own Peggy Evans. The lyrics were droll and, best yet, “spot-on” in capturing 
our beloved priest! It garnered its weight in laughter and love. Thanks, Peggy! 

 
Epiphany Star Party 
After the morning services on January 5, we overflowed into the area in front of the 
fireplace, and we outdid any potluck ever hosted in both quality and quantity of food! 
Everyone who attended went home with a star. If you weren’t there – Jed will offer 
myriad opportunities in the coming weeks for you to hitch your wagon to a star! 
 
As for the tiny gifts hidden inside the Kings’ Cake, here’s who won: 
 
 Elliott Meyerding got the BABY … which made him the King of the party (just until 

the party ended, so Elliott should have returned to humble humanity by now!) 

 Marnie Miller-Francisco got the RING … which made her the Queen. When she 
asked what her duties were, I informed her quite seriously that the first one was to 
boss around the King. She took to it as if she were to the manor born!  

 Tristan, granddaughter of Elliott and Karen Meyerding got the COIN … so she plans 
to take her penny home, water it a bit, and hope it grows into a nickel!  

 Leif (Tristan’s older brother) ended up with the THIMBLE! After consulting with 
Grandpa Elliott, he came forward and asked if sewing something for the church 
was allowed. (What a surprise – Grandpa Elliott is a SURGEON!). Sutures, anyone?  

 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST … February 8  

 

THE MEN OF ST. MARK’S will get together for our monthly breakfast at on Saturday, 
February 8.  As usual, we’ll enjoy some great food, some terrific fellowship, and a 
chance to reflect on the Scripture readings to be heard the next morning in church.  
We also have some business to attend to, making sure we’re all set for the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper (in March).  Please contact Don Ogren @ dogren@mac.com 
to make sure the cooks prepare enough food. 

Father Jed is forced to “grin 
and bear it,” while the congre-
gation serenades him at a 
party to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood. 

mailto:dogren@mac.com
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FLU VIRUS INTEL …  

 

THE FLU HAS COME TO THE ROGUE VALLEY!  Local news stories have advised us that 
this year’s influenza has come and that it is severe.  Common sense precautions are 
still the best:  get lots of rest, avoid those who are ill, wash your hands, etc., etc.   
 
But you don’t have to take our word for it.  The following excerpts from a recent issue 
of Reader’s Digest offer the following advice — not to be taken!! — from a flu virus: 
 
Think we’re just a cold? Ha!  
Underestimate us at your peril. Each year on average, we send 200,000 people to the 
hospital and have a hand in killing at least 23,000. … Not to brag, but we are strong 
enough to render even a totally normal, healthy person gravely ill. 
 
We dread nothing more than the flu vaccine. 
A vaccine provides your immune system with NSA-level intelligence to identify and 
eradicate us. This season, we’re especially nervous—there’s a new quadrivalent vaccine 
that protects against four flu strains instead of the usual three. … and, once again, an 
extra-strength version for senior citizens. Yikes. 
 
We’re terrified of products labeled “disinfectant.” 
This means they’ve been tested for their ability to kill viruses (like me). Cleaning prod-
ucts labeled sanitizer have to kill only bacteria.  
 
You do us a big favor when you’re “too busy” to take a sick day.  
When you drag yourself into the office, you spread us to your coworkers (awesome) 
and may make it harder for your body to fight us, so you stay sick longer (more awe-
some). If everyone had access to just one paid sick day for the flu, it could reduce cases 
by as much as 25 percent! (Shudder!)  
 
Thanks for skimping on hand washing.  
Next to the flu vaccine, good hand hygiene is one of your best defenses against us. 
We recently heard that about 10 percent of people don’t wash their hands before 
leaving the restroom, and more than 20 percent use water but no soap. Either way, 
it’s all good. If we linger on your hands and then you touch your eyes, nose, or 
mouth (trust us, you do this a lot), we get easy access.  
 
Is that Tamiflu you’re taking? Oh, no!  
Antiviral drugs are our biggest enemy once we’ve succeeded in infecting you. The drugs 
effectively castrate us. They thwart our ability to keep reproducing, which means they 
can shorten the length of your illness. ... 
 
We love children.  
They are our biggest spreaders. Kids’ immature immune systems take more time to 
fight us, so they shed more of us and for longer periods. Children are also delightfully 
unhygienic. If we infect one child, we likely gain entry to his immediate family and 
many of his classmates. 

Pam Cartmel  

&  

Nancy Miles  
have served the people of   
St. Mark’s as parish nurses. 
 
Pam has moved and will  
no longer serve us here at  
St. Mark’s. 
 
Please contact Nancy at: 

541-664-4314 

or email her at: 

calanfear@earthlink.net 
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We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 
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R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

  

On Sunday, February 2nd, we’ll celebrate a 

Feast Day — one of the few feasts that take 

precedence over a regular Sunday celebration:  

the “Feast of the Presentation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Temple.”  (See page 4 for more 

information about our  plans for the day.)   

 

It’s also sometimes called “Candlemas” and is 

an occasion to bless candles, so bring a candle 

that morning and we’ll bless your light as well! 


