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Jed Holdorph  

is the Rector of St. Mark’s 

Church. 

If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or you can email at: 

rector@stmarks-medford.org 

If interested, you can also check 

out his blog at: 

 www.jholdorph.wordpress.com  
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A POSTSCRIPT ON CHRISTMAS … by Father Jed 

Some say that all of our 
traditions of gift-giving for 
Christmas began with the 
Magi and their gifts of gold 
and frankincense and 
myrrh. 
 
Maybe so. 

Some of us may wonder, 
though, if we’re glad of 
the precedent they set for 
us.  The whole exercise is, 
after all, fraught with peril. 
 
There are twin perils, 
actually.  There is an 
inherent risk to procuring 
a gift for someone we 
love.  That’s why we 
spend so much time and 
energy — and, at times, 
too much money.  We 
want to get it just right.  
We want to give a gift that 
expresses our affection 
and esteem, but we worry 
about getting it wrong. 

And then, of course, there’s 
the other side of the coin.  
Just as we may “miss the 
mark” as the giver of gifts, we 
each face the possibility that 
we will be disappointed by 
what we are given by those 
who love us. 

If there are any left-over 
disappointments from 
Christmas, it may help to think 
back to the Magi again.   
 
Even if it is true that the 
tradition of giving each other 
gifts at Christmas started with 
the Magi, they weren’t really 
coming up with something 
brand new.  They, too, were 
just imitators, imitating God.  
For it is God who gives us 
every good gift.   
 
And in our celebrations of 
Christmas, we recalled that 
the first gift of Christmas was 
the gift God gave the world. 

God gives us a child, a son … 
Emmanuel.  And what makes 
it the perfect gift is that this 
gift perfectly conveys the 
intention of the One who 
gives it.   
 
From start to finish, Jesus is 
the gift that tells us of God’s 
love for the world and all 
who dwell therein.  Jesus is 
the gift that both comforts 
and challenges us.  He is the 
gift that comforts us — you 
and me — with the good 
news about how highly God 
esteems each one of us.  And 
Jesus is, at the same time, 
the gift that challenges us 
with the same good news 
about how highly God 
esteems each and every one 
of us … including especially 
those we might prefer to 
disdain or merely ignore.   
 
Amidst all the gifts we 
unwrap this Christmas 
season, let us not fail to 
unwrap the gift of this child, 
this son, this embodiment of 
the love of God for you and 
for me, this gift that insists 
that we are all God’s 
beloved, more precious, by 
far, than gold or 
frankincense or myrrh.   

mailto:rector@stmarks-medford.org
http://jholdorph.wordpress.com
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St. Mark’s 

        Vestry 
 

Class of 2014  

Bill Dames  

Susan Ladue (Sr. Warden) 

Elliott Meyerding 

Francis Plowman 

Class of 2015  

Margaret Bell (Jr. Warden) 

Jerry Nilles 

Phyllis Robertson 

Ramona Templin 

 

Class of 2016 

Bruce Cartmel 

Julie Drengson 

Debra McFadden 

vacant 

JUNIOR WARDEN … by Margaret Bell  

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL.  Hope that you had a great Christmas, stayed 
warm and safe. 
 
Looking back on 2013, boy, did we get a lot done.  We replanted and spiffed up the 
grounds around the church and parish hall; we did some exterior painting.  Our agree-
ment with the Medford Police Department seems to have reduced the number of peo-
ple sleeping in our doorways.  A task force was formed to consider options for Hafer 
House and presented the costs of the three options to the Vestry in December. 
 
Looking forward to 2014, all of us will have some hard decisions to make regarding our 
financial condition and our facilities.  You will be hearing more about this as we ap-
proach the annual meeting.  We hope you will attend the Sunday Forums when these 
issues are discussed.  The decisions belong to all of us and your input is valued. 
 
How can we thank Susan Ladue for all of the love, time and effort she has put into the 
job of Senior Warden.  She was pretty much in charge during the summer of 2012 
while Jed and Barb were away and she did a bang up job!  She's a very special person 
who loves the Lord and loves St. Marks.  She has become a dear friend to me during 
this past year.  Thank her when you see her for all of her hard work. 
 
Now some mundane but necessary communications: 

 We will need to appoint a new Treasurer for St. Marks and ask if anyone is inter-
ested that they contact Jed or the Wardens. (We are also looking to fill a vacancy 
on the Vestry, following Ray Kelly’s move and subsequent resignation.) 

 ECW bought some new card tables for our use and some of them have 
“disappeared.”  Please check around and return them to the parish hall. 

 We all need to remember to be vigilant with our personal belongings while at ser-
vice and during our coffee hours.  We are all so loving and trusting and we have 
not had a problem to date.  Let's keep it that way. 

 
I have so enjoyed my work as Junior Warden this past year.  I had lots of help from 
Bruce Cartmel, Mark Adrian, the Buildings and Grounds committee ... and you.       
Blessings to you in 2014. 
  
         

FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles 

 

Income in November was better than in many recent months in 2014, but still below 
our budgeted expectations.  In the end, we expect to end the year with a sizeable 
shortfall (plus the additional diocesan liability). We will have to use reserves to make 
up the difference this year.  The doors are not closing. We are paying the light bill and 
all of the staff are receiving their salary, but we do need to have a sharp focus in 2014 
on our future plans and what must be done to bring expenses and income in line. 

Margaret Bell  

is  Junior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.   

Please contact her at: 

541-690-1162 

Margaret 
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FACILITIES STUDY TEAM … by Bruce Cartmel 

 
THE AD-HOC GROUP APPOINTED BY THE VESTRY to study facility alternatives for St. 
Mark’s has finished its work and made its final report to the Vestry. 
 
In short form, here is what we learned during our study: 
 
 Facilities Alternative #1, razing Hafer, expanding the parish hall both to replace lost 

office spaces and to add fellowship amenities:  this alternative, although the most 
problematic to execute, may be feasible.  Clearing regulatory/community hurdles 
might be difficult, or impractical, with this alternative due to historic structure 
preservation concerns.  The cost of this alternative would be roughly $750,000.   

 
 Alternative #2, selling Hafer while making the same parish hall and office additions 

as in Alternative #1, would be  easier to implement than Alternative #1, with a net 
cost to the parish of about $400,000 after realizing the sale proceeds from Hafer.   

 
 Alternative #3, keeping Hafer House, fixing the problems with its deferred 

maintenance and making additions to the parish hall to add identified first-floor 
amenities:  easiest to execute, but leaves us with a more difficult to maintain 
campus at a capital cost of approximately $650,000. 

 
In the study, we made allowances only for marginally sufficient, certainly not generous, 
replacement office space and minimal additions to the parish hall designed to resolve 
only bathroom, kitchen and storage space deficiencies.   
 
Capital costs will be above those indicated if a more expansive design is ultimately 
adopted.  In each of the alternatives, we also allocated capital to replace the decrepit 
Oakdale Street sidewalk.  Lastly, we found that the parish could realize a significant 
reduction in annual maintenance and operating expenses (about $11,000 per year) if 
the chosen alternative excludes retained ownership of Hafer House. 
 
What next?  You can expect further communication of study results, perhaps as a 
Sunday forum discussion, after which our overall parish community will undertake a 
decision process focused on what course of action to take regarding parish facilities. 

 IN MEMORIAM 
ROBERT (BOB) CLARKE 

May 8, 1922—December 21, 2013 

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;  
And let light perpetual shine upon him. 

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,  
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 



Page 4 

  JANUARY 2014 ST . MARK ’S L IONTALES 

        

Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans  

 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED IN THE VARIOUS TYPES AND ASPECTS of music-
making in December---choir members, handbell players, carolers, concert helpers, 
soup makers, and so on. Without all of your help and support, the music program at St. 
Mark's would not be what it is. 
 
Now is a good time to join our Chancel Choir or Handbell Ensemble, since both groups 
are "starting over." The Chancel Choir meets Thursday evenings from 7:30 until 9 pm in 
the church, while the handbell players meet Thursday evenings from 6:15 until 7:25 
pm, in the music room, beneath the parish hall. The Chancel Choir will begin work on 
music for the Evensong Service on March 2, as well as music for Epiphany season. 
Handbell players will begin work on new pieces as well, so come and join us! 
 
Halcyon Trio Oregon: February 2 
Our next “Music at St. Mark's” concert is on 
February 2 at 3 pm, when Halcyon Trio Oregon-- 
Soprano Jackie Van Paepeghem, trumpeter Joan 
Haaland Paddock, and pianist/organist Debra 
Huddleston--present music which spans a  
millennium. This group has performed through 
the U.S. and in 2007 was invited to present an 
extensive concert tour of Norway. They are 
from the Salem/Portland area and are fine mu-
sicians. 
 
May 2014 be a good year for all of us! 
 
 
 

OUTREACH … by Pat Ayers 

 
ONE HUNDRED 'NEW MOM KITS' WERE ASSEMBLED in Hafer House on Sunday, De-
cember 15, for the Jackson County Women's Health Center.  The kits contained diapers 
and items needed for new babies. The “New Mom Kits” are presented by nurses to 
high-risk new mothers and their child in their homes. Bobbie Fasel and Marilyn Myers 
chaired this Outreach Commission project.  The Diocese of Oregon provided $3,000 in 
funds for the project.   
 
St. Mark’s Outreach Committee participated in the following projects in 2013: 

 To date, $2,825 has been given to Episcopal Relief Development (ERD) in the Phil-
ippines (the first $1,000 from Outreach funds as a challenge to the congregation).  
A huge thank you to parish members who contributed to this worthy cause. 

 St. Mark's contributions to the Maslow Project helped 1,552 homeless children.  
68% of the high school seniors that the Maslow Project worked with completed 
their education (higher than the overall local completion rate.)    

Halcyon Trio Oregon 



  ST . MARK ’S L IONTALES JANUARY 2014 

Page 5 

        

 
 
 
 
 
Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 
Committee.  If you wish to 
contact her, she can be 
reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Bobbie Fasel 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Kristen & Adam Kurth 

Susan Ladue 

Olive Lansburgh 

Christian Mathisen 

Marilyn Myers 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 

OUTREACH … continued 

 

 St. Mark's donated $277 to the Trees for Tilori Diocesan Project.  Overall, the Ore-
gon Diocese donated over $17,000 toward the outreach for Haiti.  

 St. Mark’s helped establish the Medford Food Project in 2010 and on Saturday, 
December 14, a milestone of over a million pounds of food was collected, one bag 
at a time, six times a year for the past three years.  St. Mark's Food Pantry is a re-
cipient of the non-perishable food collected by the Medford Food Project.    

 
St. Mark’s Food Pantry 
November always has fewer people because of Thanksgiving closing. We still served 
over 750 people and 355 children! This year we passed out extra cans of chicken, beef 
stew and ham to those who came the week before Thanksgiving.  At this time of year 
we would ask you to bring hearty soups and stews to Food on the Fourth. We could 
use cat food as well. Thank you for your continued support! 
 
As we begin our 5th year, I would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard work 
this past year, for the drivers who so faithfully helped pick up the food each week and 
for the many generous donors and foundations who have kept this pantry going.  
Thanks also to our own Food on the Fourth which provides us with so many needed 
staples. Thank you for all your efforts for the poor! 
 
St. Mark’s pantry made a difference in west Medford in 2013. We're on track to serve 
over 11,500 people and over 4,000 children. Though there was a decrease in the sum-
mer, possibly due to the improvement in the economy, we saw an increase in the fall 
and winter as families lost work and began to struggle again. As we closed the year, we 
learned we were successful in our grant to Cow Creek for $8,500. That represents four 
months of food. Thank you Cow Creek and thank you to our grant writer!  
 
Christmas Bounty for the Family Nurturing Center 
Staff at the Family Nurturing Center were overwhelmed by the generosity of St. Mark’s 
parishioners and the bounty under the parish hall Christmas tree!   
 
Classes at the Family Nurturing Center help children age birth through five.  Services 
begin with the child and expand to wrap around the entire family.  Our St. 
Mark’s Christmas gift project included all the children at the Center and all 
of their siblings.   
 
Your warm hearts provided 61 families gifts for their 141 children, newborn 
to 14.  
 
Every single tag on the tree was chosen by someone and every single shop-
per returned a festive bag full of goodies.  There were a few “Secret Santas” 
out there who did not sign the notebook so their kindness remains anony-
mous.  Be sure to check out the thank-you card on the Outreach bulletin 
board. 
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NEW VESTRY NOMINEES … by Pam Cartmel 

 

The Nominating Committee has completed the slate of nominees for the 2017 Class of 
Vestry members. The process has been one of discernment, both for the committee 
and potential nominees. The Vestry is the body that, with the clergy, leads the parish 
on the path towards God’s mission for our community of St. Mark’s. We sought leaders 
who will strive for that vision with dedication and faith. And thus we present to you the 
candidates for the Vestry Class of 2017. 
 
Bill Deatherage 

Bill Deatherage first opened his law practice in Medford on August 1, 
1954. He has served as a Vestry member twice at St. Mark’s, once as Sen-
ior Warden during the pastorate of Father Warren Frank.  
 
He was co-chair of the Building for Ministry campaign. He has been an 
advisor to the Vestry on issues such as investment policies and the Family 
Nurturing Center lease. 
 
Bill and his wife, Priscilla, have recently moved to the Rogue Valley Manor. 

 
Susan Doyal 

Susan Doyal was confirmed in the Episcopal Church in 2009.  She attended 
Cursillo at St. Mark’s and participated in the lay chaplains Community of 
Hope at Trinity Episcopal Church in Ashland, where she has been a mem-
ber of the pastoral care team.  
 
Since coming to St. Mark’s, she has become an usher as part of the Wel-
come Commission and is active with St. Mark’s Food Pantry. She also par-
ticipates in the Medford Food Project and the Apostles Build Program / 
Habitat for Humanity.  Susan is a director and nine-year member of the 
Threshold Singers of Southern Oregon. She is married to Randy Doyal, and 
they have three daughters and seven grandchildren. 

 
Cal Lanfear 

Cal Lanfear was raised in a Roman Catholic parish in Burns, Oregon, where 
he served almost daily as an acolyte. He moved to Medford and attended 
high school at St. Mary’s. During the Vietnam era, he served in the Air 
Force. He then worked with Oregon DOT, managing Southern Oregon pro-
jects such as the Brookings boat basin and jetty. He developed his own 
construction business and then worked as a realtor. He served for 13 
years in an elected position to the Eagle Point Irrigation Board. 
 
Cal and his wife Nancy report being led by the Spirit to join St. Mark’s in 
2007. He has been able to use his experience to serve the parish on the 
Finance and Building and Grounds Committees. 
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NEW VESTRY NOMINEES … continued  

 
                  John Richardson  
John Richardson has been a life-long active member of the Episcopal 
Church. He was baptized and confirmed at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in New Milford, CT. He served as an acolyte and was active 
in youth group until he left to attend college. He graduated from 
Trinity College in Hartford, CT. He then became a career officer in 
the United States Air Force. 
 
John first became a licensed lay reader in 1974; he served as lay 
reader, lector and Eucharistic minister in numerous parishes 
throughout the U.S. and as part of the military in Europe. He has 
served four terms as a Vestry member at various parishes, including 
two terms as Senior Warden.  John joined St. Mark’s with his late 
wife Jessica when they moved to Medford in 2006. 
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST … by Don Ogren  

 
THE NEXT MEN'S BREAKFAST will be Saturday, January 11, @ 8:00 am.  After Decem-
ber's breakfast with the ladies, we will start 2014 with just the men.  Jim Stocker and 
Tom Upton will do the cooking and there will be the usual good conversation and Bible 
discussion. We are hoping for a good turnout, so email me at dogren@mac.com if you 
plan to attend. This also will help the cooks to know how much food to prepare. 
 
 

WELCOME COMMISSION … by Kit Nilles 
                            
THE WELCOME COMMISSION IS LOOKING FOR HELP with coffee hour in the New Year. 
Please check the sign-up sheet in the parish hall. This would be a good time to thank 
everyone who did a coffee hour in 2013. It takes a village ... 
  
We will be sponsoring a Grandparent’s Day on February 2, 2014.  The planning for that 
will happen at our January 11 meeting.  We are hoping to get all the grandparents to 
bring their grandchildren to church. We are encouraging families to come as well and 
hope to get more interest in our Sunday school. If you don’t have a grandchild, borrow 
a neighbor’s child and join the fun.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BOOK GROUP … by Barbara Holley 
                            
WE ARE BACK TO OUR WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE on January 8. We are getting to 
the “good part” of Brian McLaren’s book A New Kind of Christianity.  We will finish 
“Book I” and move into the part of the book where we will explore how his thought 
can transform church.  

 

mailto:dogren@mac.com


426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MEDFORD, OR 
Permit No. 626 

We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 4  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

 
A
n
nu

a
l 
M

e
e
ti
n
g
 

According to diocesan canons, “All communicants of the Church 16 years of age, who have 

been enrolled on the Parish Register for six months immediately preceding the Annual 

Meeting and have communicated in the Parish during the year preceding … shall be legal 

voters of the Parish.”   

Those canons go on to specify, however, that, 

“Voting shall be limited to those present at the 

Annual Meeting and voting by proxy shall not be 

allowed.”  Accordingly, your presence is required 

at the Annual Meeting of St. Mark’s on Sunday, 

January 26, at 11:30 am. 

2014 Annual Meeting 


