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A CONTRARY ADVENT … by Father Jed 

Did it ever occur to you to 
do an internet search for 
“Advent Conspiracy”?  If 
you do, you’ll quickly learn 
about a movement to 
challenge us this Advent 
— and just possibly to 
inspire us, as well. 
 
As one website puts it, 
“The story of Christ's birth 
is a story of promise, 
hope, and revolutionary 
love. How did it turn into a 
season of stress, traffic 
jams, and shopping lists?” 
 
So the advocates of this 
“conspiracy” challenge us 
to mark the season in four 
particular ways that run 
against the stream of the 
broader culture. 
 
Worship fully 
“Worship” derives from 
old English words, 
meaning “worth-ship.”  In 
other words, what we give 
worth to proclaims what 
we worship.   
 
Noting that Christmas 
begins with a baby born in 
a manger, the Advent  
conspirators invite us to 
give worth to those born 
into the same poverty 
Jesus knew firsthand.   

Spend less 
As the conspirators note, 
Jesus wasn’t born to give us a 
shopping season.  So why do 
we spend so much, and too 
easily end up feeling spent? 
 
So they encourage us to 
spend less anxiety, energy, 
worry, and money on that 
which doesn’t matter.  The 
hope is that as we spend less 
on things that don’t matter, 
we’ll make room for the 
things that do. 

Give more 
Here the contrast is between 
giving a lot of gifts but not 
really giving very much of 
ourselves.   
 
Again, it’s a challenge to 
consider the value of “things” 
in the light of the eternal 
value of life and of our 
relationships with others: 
friends, family, and even the 
strangers among us. 

At Christmas, we celebrate 
the gift of Jesus, a life that 
opens us for a relationship 
with God.  Giving of our-
selves to others is the 
original Christmas tradition, 
an investing of ourselves in 
relationship with others.   
 
Love all 
The Christmas story is a love 
story, the culmination of 
God’s love first begun in the 
very act of creation.  If the 
love of God is our pattern, 
then every act of ours that 
reflects God’s love for the 
whole of creation—and 
every person who shares this 
world with us — is a holy act 
indeed. 
 
Beyond all the frenzy of the 
conventional season, God 
still invites us to enter into 
the heart of the season. 
 
We’ve always been a bit 
contrary during Advent 
anyhow.  In the Episcopal 
Church, we’re less drawn to 
the bright lights all around, 
preferring the relative 
simplicity of four candles on 
a wreath.  Maybe our 
devotion has prepared us to 
take the next step.  

mailto:rector@stmarks-medford.org
http://jholdorph.wordpress.com
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St. Mark’s 

        Vestry 
 

Class of 2014  

Bill Dames  

Susan Ladue (Sr. Warden) 

Elliott Meyerding 

Francis Plowman 

Class of 2015  

Margaret Bell (Jr. Warden) 

Jerry Nilles 

Phyllis Robertson 

Ramona Templin 

 

Class of 2016 

Bruce Cartmel 

Julie Drengson 

Ray Kelly 

Debra McFadden 

SENIOR WARDEN … by Susan Ladue  

 
THIS IS MY LAST LETTER TO YOU AS YOUR SR. WARDEN.  After you finish breathing a 
great sigh of relief, please read on! I will be brief. (Well … for me, anyway!) 
 
In the course of the past two years, we have accomplished great things, while ce-
menting the loving relationship we share.  We are family, and I love you for that and 
am so very grateful. 
 
We kicked you-know-what last year and ALMOST erased our deficit. We teased out the 
meaning of the building we want to do for ministry. We learned a new way of thinking 
about our financial promise to our church. We celebrated the lives of loved ones who 
left us, and welcomed new, tiny members to our family. We continued, in the face of 
diminishing resources, to be a haven and support to those less fortunate than our-
selves. We laughed. We cried. We had good times, even in the midst of tears. 
 
We also took steps to safeguard ourselves while keeping the proverbial light on for 
those in our immediate neighborhood who need us so desperately.  
 
We put together a plan to revitalize our campus and one day retrofit it appropriately to 
our mission-future. We’re still working on this, but it’s coming together.  
 
We took the bull by the horn, and are healing our DPA situation. By January, we will 
have a plan in place to find a more suitable DPA for our parish, and live up to it, with-
out hardship.  
 
As I have told you so many times before, we are capable of and have achieved so many 
great things. Let’s not stop.  
 
I am reminded of a scrap of scripture that is embroidered onto a little walnut treasure 
box, which was one of my going-away gifts from my congregation back at Christ Church 
in Massachusetts:  “I will always be with you.”   
 
So be it. You’re stuck, poor things. I will, indeed, always be with you. It has been a privi-
lege and blessing to serve you and serve with you. You live in my heart.  
 
“Let us go out now to do the work you have given us to do…” 
 
Blessings,   
  
                     
 
 

 
NOTE:  Because of the Wednesday night home communions for Advent (see page 7), 

the Vestry will not meet on its regular date in December. The Vestry will meet 
instead on Monday, December 16, at 7 pm. 

Susan Ladue  

is  Senior Warden of 

the St. Mark’s Vestry.   

Please contact her at: 

541-941-2850 
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CONSECRATION SUNDAY …  

 
We welcomed the Rev. Morgan Silbaugh as preacher and guest leader for our 
Consecration Sunday celebration on Sunday, November 24.  His sermon built on the 
emphasis of our stewardship season, a reminder that our call to give is larger than an 
appeal to support the church budget … but rather an invitation to respond to God’s 
invitation to free us for life and ministry in the world.  
 
After returning “Estimate of Giving” cards in the context of our worship, members of 
the congregation enjoyed a luncheon hosted by members of the Consecration Sunday 
committee (Francis Plowman, Chair, Gail Plowman, Kathy Garrett and Susan Ladue).   
At the end of the luncheon, the preliminary results of this year’s campaign were 
announced.  With 61 cards in hand, plus other historic patterns of giving, we anticipate 
2014 income to total nearly $295,000.  Thanks, everyone, for your support! 
 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles 

 

WES WESTON, BELOVED FRIEND and PARISH TREASURER DIED this past month.  We, 
on the Finance Committee, feel this loss terribly.  In this issue of the newsletter, we 
publicly thank him and share how much he will be missed. He was a rock who always 
added so much to the work of shepherding our resources as our faithful Treasurer.  
 
Wes had many good systems, and because of his careful planning, others can step in 
and continue the work until a new treasurer can be named.  Kevin Klabunde and Susan 
Ladue will be stepping in temporarily to fill some of his roles.  (If you have suggestions 
for how we might fill the position for the long-term, please speak with Father Jed.) 
 
In the meantime, the Finance Committee is continuing our work.  The results of income 
and expenses (through the end of October) are summarized below: 

It’s clear that our performance so far is not keeping up with our budgeted projections.  
If you can catch up on your pledge — or if you have something extra you can add in 
support — please help us close the deficit gap this December.   
 
We will create a budget for 2014 in the coming month.  If you haven’t already turned 
in your “Estimate of Giving” card, please do so as soon as possible.  We rely on your 
financial support for the budget we will create, so it’s vital for us to know what your 
gift will be for the as we make our plans for the year ahead. 

 
OCTOBER 2013  YEAR TO DATE 2013  

Actual Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

INCOME $   18,811 $  28,520 $  233,268 $  272,340 

EXPENSES $   29,537 $  29,174 $  280,809 $  293,792 

NET GAIN (LOSS) ($    10,726) ($    654) ($    47,541) ($  21,452) 

Kevin Klabunde  

is the St. Mark’s Finance 
Administrator.  For more 
information, please contact 
him at: 

kevinklabunde@msn.com 

Kit Nilles 

chairs  the 2013 Finance 
Committee.  Please contact 
her at: 

knilles@q.com 

Committee members: 

 Pam Cartmel 
Carol Hamlin 
Cal Lanfear 

 Margaret Bell 

Francis Plowman 

chairs  the 2013 Committee.   

  Committee members: 

 Gail Plowman 
Kathy Garrett 
Susan Ladue 
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Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans  

 

DECEMBER WILL BE A MONTH OF MUCH MUSIC-MAKING at St. Mark's.  A few of the 
special events are covered below.  Please look elsewhere in this issue of Lion Tales for 
more information about Christmas services and other seasonal events.   
 
A Service of Advent Lessons & Carols — Sunday, December 15 @ 10 am 
The St. Mark's Chancel Choir and Handbell Ensemble will participate in presenting Ad-
vent music at this traditional seasonal favorite during our 10 o’clock service.  We'll 
have Biblical and contemporary readings dealing with Advent.  This is your opportunity 
to sing many of your Advent favorites. 
 
Please note: there will not be a Eucharist (or sermon) at this service.  The Advent Tea, 
hosted by our Episcopal Church Women (see page 10) follows. 
 
Rogue Valley Handbell Ensemble (First Presbyterian) — Sunday, Dec. 15 @ 7 pm 
Various area Handbell Choirs and Ensembles, including our own, will participate in this 
yearly concert.  There's nothing like handbells to celebrate Christmas!  
 
Do come early to First Presbyterian Church, 8th and Holly, in order to be sure to get a 
seat.  Free, donations accepted. 
 
Christmas Lessons & Carols — Sunday, December 29 @ 10 am 
Listen to and sing about the Christmas story, told in readings and Christmas carols.  
This service is an extra chance to sing favorite Christmas carols, especially important to 
those who resisted the temptation all through Advent! 
 
After the 10 am service, we’ll decorate the church for the New Year's Eve concert.  If 
you can stay for a few minutes after this service to help move furniture and to help 
decorate (or rearrange decorations), it would be much appreciated! 
 
New Year’s Eve Concert/Reception and Night Prayers — Tuesday, Dec. 31 @ 7 pm 
Join us for this free evening of celebration, starting at 7 pm. Participants in the concert 
will include Debra Harris (flute), Celia Canty (harp), Christian Mathisen (story teller), 
Peggy Evans (organ), the Rogue Valley Symphony Brass Quintet, Mandee Light 
(soprano), Dan Gibbs (baritone), and Laurie Anne Hunter (piano, harp).  This particular 
event is a great deal of work and many hands make things move much more smoothly. 
If you can help usher (doors will open at 6:30), help with the reception, or help with 
clean up, please let Peggy Evans know. Your help will certainly be appreciated by all!! 
 
We end the evening and year with the Service of Night Prayer from the New Zealand 
Prayer Book.    
 
NO rehearsals on Thursday, December 26 
The Chancel Choir and Handbell Ensemble will not rehearse on December 26, but will 
resume rehearsals on January 2. All are welcome to join us! 
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WORSHIP NOTES …  
 
DECEMBER IS ONE OF THE BUSIEST MONTHS at St. Mark’s … and so very many people 
do so very much to make it a special time of the year for members and visitors alike. 
 
This issue of Lion Tales includes more details about special music (see page 4) and 
some seasonal offerings for Advent (see pages 6-7, 10, plus the reverse of the calendar 
insert).   
 
Altar Guild Meeting — Saturday, December 14 @ 9 am  
Members of the Altar Guild work behind the scenes all through the year.  The holidays 
are no exception.  In acknowledgement of their service, the men of St. Mark’s who par-
ticipate in the monthly breakfast will offer sustenance to fortify them in December.  
 
After the 8 am breakfast, members of the Altar Guild will meet to coordinate final 
plans for Christmas and polish brass and silver for the upcoming festivities. 
 
Christmas Flower Offerings — due Sunday, December 22 
Offering envelopes for Christmas greens and flowers are enclosed in this issue of the 
newsletter.  Extra envelopes will also be available in the pew racks for your conven-
ience for donations to the Altar Flower Fund.  Please place these envelopes — with 
your intentions carefully and legibly printed — in the offering plate or deliver them to 
the church office no later than Sunday, December 22.  Thanks for your support. 
 
Darkest Night — Sunday, December 22 @ 5 pm 
The first Christmas service at St. Mark’s actually occurs a few days early with our “Darkest 
Night” service.  While the seasons of Advent and Christmas bring with them moments of 
great joy and hope, we also recognize the very joy and hope that most folks are sharing 
accentuates the sadness felt by those who grieve. 
 
That grief may be especially intense during the long, dark hours of these winter nights. 
With that thought in mind, St. Mark’s is hosting a “Darkest Night” service on Sunday, 
December 22, at 5 pm. Please join us for this special Service of Solace as we remember 
loved ones who are not with us now. We hope that you will find hope and comfort in 
knowing that you are not alone. 
 
Christmas Eve — Tuesday, December 24 @ 4:10/4:30 pm and @ 9:30/10 pm 
Prior to each of the Christmas Eve services, you are invited to come early to enjoy 
some special music from our Handbell Ensemble, as well as a chance to sing a few 
more Christmas carols — at 4:10 (before the early service) and at 9:30 pm (before the 
later service). 
 
The early service will feature a special surprise this year, as well as a Christmas Pageant 
being developed by Pam Boston, working with our children. 
 
Christmas Day — Wednesday, December 25 @ 10 am 
The service on Christmas Day is simple and quite lovely.  Please join us. 

Worship  

      Commission  
 meets on the 3rd Monday of 
 each month. Members are: 

Peggy Evans 
Janet Alpine 
Pat Ayers 
Victoria King 
John Richardson 
Ramona Templin  
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        ADVENT AT ST. MARK’S …  
 
A CHANGE IN SEASONS brings other changes at St. Mark’s.  We’ve enjoyed a liturgical 
change of pace during the summer months, using prayers from other parts of the An-
glican Communion for our Sunday services.  During Advent, we’ll experience another 
liturgical change of pace, an alternative service in keeping with a distinctive season of 
the year. 
 
Advent Calendars  
An Advent Calendar is much more than a place to 
count down the shopping days ‘til Christmas.  “Slow 
down. Quiet. It’s Advent!” is our way of giving you a 
calendar that’s a gentle — and fun — reminder of the 
true meaning of the season. 
 
This Advent poster, with illustrations by priest/artist 
Jay Sidebotham (see image at right), includes sugges-
tions for each day such as helping those in need, pray-
ing for the earth, spending time in silence, or looking 
for signs of God in our midst.  (As a way to count the 
days, you can color in the squares day by day and 
bring yours in to share in January.)  Calendars will be 
available at church on Sunday mornings or anytime 
during the week from the church office. 
 
Advent Devotionals  

This year’s daily devotional, called The Bright Star of Bethlehem, will 
invite us to see the birthplace of Christ in a whole new perspective.  
Mitri Raheb is pastor of Christmas Lutheran Church, in Bethlehem, Pal-
estine.  She, along with other staff and board members of “Bright Stars 
of Bethlehem,” share faith-stories about their ministries in Bethlehem.   

 
“We invite you to travel in spirit and in hope to Bethlehem in these 
devotions for Advent.  The city of Bethlehem — both past and pre-
sent — has so much to tell us.  But there is one thing that stands 
out in this ‘little town.’  As the classic hymn ‘O Little Town of Beth-
lehem’ says, ’O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth.’  
That’s what the authors of these devotions are doing — proclaim-
ing a holy birth.” 
     — from the Introduction 

 
Each daily meditation includes a Scripture verse to ponder and a simple prayer.  These 
devotionals will be available at church on Sunday mornings or anytime during the week from 
the church office.   
 
Morning Prayer — Monday-Friday @ 8:30 am 
Beginning on Monday, December 2, we invite you to Hafer House and a quiet space in 
the midst of the busy season, joining together in a simple service of Morning Prayer. 

Advent  
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ADVENT AT ST. MARK’S … continued  

 

Home Communions — Three Weeknights in Advent 
During Advent, parishioner families will open their home for a special time of worship 
and fellowship. Anyone can participate in any or all of these special nights. 
 
Each evening will begin at 6 pm with worship, followed by soup (provided by the host 
family).  Nothing else is required of participants but to call ahead so we have enough 
for all!  The dates and home locations for these nights are: 
 
 Wednesday, December 4 Kit & Jerry Nilles  
     2176 E Vilas Road (Central Point) 
     541-773-7286 or knilles@q.com 
 

 Wednesday, December 11  Janet Alpine & Christian Mathisen  
     203 Jacob Circle (Talent)  
     541-601-1225 or jalpine556@gmail.com  
 

 Wednesday, December 18  Rudd and Barbara Johnson  
     1815 Crown Avenue (Medford)  
     541-774-9802 or barbarajohnso@aol.com 
 

Advent Retreat  — December 7 @ 9 am 
You’re invited to come for all or any part of a retreat day in Advent this year.  It’s a 
chance to quiet down and reflect on the implications of the season.  Please let Lyn 
McConnell or Barb Morris know if you’re coming, so they’ll have lunch ready! 
 
A Service of Advent Lessons & Carols and Advent Tea — Sunday, December 15 
More information on both of these seasonal highlights is given elsewhere in this issue 
of the newsletter — see pages 4 and 10. 
 

All-Church Caroling — Tuesday, December 17 @ 3:45 pm 
We'll meet at the church and leave from there to carol to some 
of our shut-ins around Medford.  Several in the group will have 
cell phones, so if you are unable to begin with us, you'll still be 
able to join us en route. For many of us, caroling to shut-ins is an 
important part of the holiday season.  (Please let Peggy Evans 
know if you intend to join us so we can help coordinate.) 
 

Then we’ll return to the church by 7 pm for a simple supper of soup and bread, so you 
can join us there, before ending the evening together with Compline (a simple service 
of night prayers).  Please watch your bulletin for more information.   
 
Greening of the Church — Sunday, December 22 @ 11:15 am  
The “hanging of the greens” is an old English custom of adorning one's home with ev-
ergreens and other festive trappings for the holidays. At St. Mark’s, after the last ser-
vice of Advent, we’ll hang some greens and adorn our house of worship.    
 
Members of the Altar Guild will direct the efforts of young and old, tall and small.  

mailto:knilles@q.com
mailto:jalpine556@gmail.com
mailto:barbarajohnso@aol.com
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Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 
Committee.  If you wish to 
contact her, she can be 
reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Bobbie Fasel 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Kristen & Adam Kurth 

Susan Ladue 

Olive Lansburgh 

Christian Mathisen 

Marilyn Myers 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 

OUTREACH … by Earl King & Pat Ayers  

 
MEMO'S KITCHEN PROVIDED LUNCH during the Outreach Commission retreat (held in 
October).  The lunch itself was part of the day’s celebration of our outreach ministries, 
because “Memo” Sanchez is one of those helped by Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Barbara Holley and Pat Ayers worked on 
his Habitat home as volunteers.  A single 
parent with three boys, Memo gave a 
heart-warming talk about how Habitat 
made such a huge difference in his family's 
life. "Total strangers building my home. 
What a blessing!"   A native of Mexico City, 
Memo stated having his own home 
changed his life.  It eventually led to his 
lifetime dream of owning his own business, 
Memo's Kitchen.  His son, Jonathan, spoke 
on how nice it was to have a house warm 
in the winter, cool in the summer, with no 
bugs or spiders and real windows … not 
ones boarded up.  He said he is in a new 
school and making new friends.   
 
All three Sanchez boys work in the restaurant, located at 603 S. Riverside in Medford.  
 

Habitat Home Dedications  
Earl King recently attended two Habitat for Humanity home dedications.  The 
Apostle Build home which we both helped build and gave financially to sup-
port turned out great.  Julie Clifford and her daughter were overwhelmed 
with gratitude for all the support and help given by all involved.  They put in 
over 500 hours of work on the building of their home.  
 
There were tears of happiness from both Julie and Tyrone Polk, the new own-
ers of the Heroes home, as they both gave their acceptance talks.  It was very 
rewarding to know that we at St. Mark’s had a share in giving joy and a hand 
up to our deserving and hardworking fellow members of our community.   

 
New Mom Kits  
St. Mark's received a $2,000 grant from the Diocese of Oregon’s 2013 “Pentecost 
Offering.”  The monies will help pay for 100 “New Mom” kits for the Jackson County 
Women's Health Center.  Items packed into a tote bag include:  diapers, a flannel blan-
ket, infant apparel, sundry items, a thermometer and a bible.  Outreach Commission 
members Marilyn Myers and Bobbie Fasel chaired this project and Susan Ladue wrote 
the grant request and other paperwork.   Great  job, ladies! 
 
An assembly party will take place in Hafer House on Sunday, December 15, between 
the morning services. 

Julie Clifford and daughter receive keys to Habitat 
for Humanity's 49th home in the Rogue Valley.   

Outreach members, Barbara Holley and Pat Ayers 

pose with Memo Sanchez and his son, Jonathan.  
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OUTREACH … continued  

 
Thanksgiving Baskets 
Thanks to the many people who helped make this year’s Thanksgiving basket drive a 
great success! Thanks for the checks that helped pay for the baskets and thank you for 
the labor that helped assemble the baskets for all of the recipients. Thanks, also, to the 
delivery crew. 
 
For those who still wish to contribute, it is not too late. Just address your checks to St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church and add “Thanksgiving Basket Drive” in the lower left corner. 
Place them in the collection or mail them to the church.  
 
Again, thank you, St. Mark’s, for all your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Nurturing Center (FNC) Christmas Gifts 
It is time once again for the fun of purchasing gifts for FNC kids!  The “Thankful Christ-
mas Tree” is in the parish hall awaiting your attention.  Here’s all you need to do: 
 

 Take a tag from the tree and sign the register so we know that tag is “yours”; 

 Purchase an appropriate gift (around $15.00, please); 

 At the same time, please PURCHASE A GIFT BAG TO FIT YOUR GIFT 

 Place gift in bag, tie tag on gift bag handle and bring to the parish hall; 

 Check off your gift on the register so we know that you have delivered it. 
 
Because of the date of this year’s party for the FNC families, we ask you to bring your 
bagged gift to the parish hall by Sunday, December 8.  St. Mark’s will provide tissue 
paper for FNC teachers to “dress up” the bags prior to gifting the children.   
 
Thank you for brightening a child’s Christmas.  Happy shopping!! 

A few of those who joined the “party” that filled the boxes with all that goes 

into a Thanksgiving dinner on Sunday, November 24. 

Chris Johnson wheels a few packed boxes 

to the garage for storage. 
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Molly Kerr  

Is President of the St. 
Mark’s ECW.  Please 
contact her at: 

541-779-9810 

or by email at: 

mlkerr7@aol.com 

MEN’S BREAKFAST with ALTAR GUILD GUESTS … by Don Ogren  

 
THE MEN'S BREAKFAST INVITES THE ALTAR GUILD to join them on Saturday, December 
14, at 8 am, before getting to work on final preparations for the upcoming holidays.)  
John Richardson and Don Ogren will be doing the cooking and there will be the usual 
good conversation and a short Bible discussion.  Please email Don Ogren at 
dogren@mac.com if you’ll be there.  Hope to see you. 
 
 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) … by Molly Kerr 

 

A HUGE 'THANK YOU" to all who donated food and/or time for the recent memorial 
receptions for Sara  Rockwell and Wes Weston. So sad to lose beloved members of St. 
Mark's. Thankfully, by doing our beautiful receptions in their honor, we can pour out 
our love to their grieving families as well as comfort our own grief.  
 
Advent Tea — Sunday, December 15 @ 11 am  
Now it’s time again to organize our gorgeous Advent Tea for Sunday, December 15, 
immediately following the 10 o’clock service of Lessons and Carols.   The St. Mark’s 
ECW has turned our annual tea into a real event, so we need your participation.  
 
We’re looking for people to decorate and host a table, using 
their own tablecloths, centerpieces, 4 small plates, cups/
saucers/mugs, silverware, napkins, and tea pots. (Card tables 
and chairs provided for you.)   Pick a theme for your table and 
go with it. They can be casual with paper or plastic plates etc. 
They can even be humorous. Have fun with this!  We also 
need people to donate tea fare (cookies, bars, etc.) before 
tea time … and to help with tea service for the occasion itself. 
 
PLUS we’re also hoping for raffle items to use in our raffle drawing. 
 
I have instructions for people doing tables and will email them to those signing up to 
do one.  For more information, please contact me at MLKerr7@aol.com or Debra 
McFadden at dmcfad1007@aol.com.  Thanks.  Hugs and Blessings,     
 

         Molly 

WELCOME COMMISSION … by Kit Nilles 
                            
IN NOVEMBER THE WELCOME COMMISSION DISCUSSED the well-attended pet blessing 
and considered other “special services” that might attract new people. We agreed on a 
“Grandparent Sunday” to be our next special service (on February 2), where you will be 
able to bring (or borrow) a grandchild for the event.  
 
Thank you to everyone who hosts a coffee hour. It would not be possible without so 
many wonderful volunteers. There are still many openings for hosts in December! 

mailto:dogren@mac.com
mailto:MLKerr7@aol.com
mailto:dmcfad1007@aol.com
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LIFE AT ST. MARK’S …  

THERE WERE MANY CELEBRATIONS in the 
month of November, beginning with the  
baptism of a new saint of God, Christopher 
Murphy, on All Saints’ Sunday (November 3). 
 
Not all of our celebrations were happy occa-
sions for us, all the same.  In addition to the 
deaths of two of our loved ones (see below), 
we also said goodbye to longtime member 
Mardi Deuel (see photo at right) who is moving 
to be nearer her son in Bend, Oregon. 
 
An added word of thanks to members of our 
Episcopal Church Women for the hospitality 
and care they offer family members at times of 
crisis and grief. 

 
Diocesan Convention 
Father Jed and four members of St. Mark’s — Susan Ball, 
Adam Kurth, Kristen Kurth, and Lillian Eaton Stewart — 
participated in the 125th Convention of the Diocese of 
Oregon in mid-November.  A diocesan convention is a 
time of fellowship and interaction, as well as a chance to 
meet with other Episcopalians from a wide range of places 
and contexts.  
  
In addition, the “business” of the diocese must be attend-
ed to.  In addition to budgets and resolutions, part of the 
business this year included Father Jed’s election to the 
Diocesan Board of Trustees, as well as one of the deputies 
to the next General Convention of The Episcopal Church. 

IN MEMORIAM 
SARA ROCKWELL 

October 2, 1929—October 22, 2013 

WES WESTON 
August 27, 1925 – October 30, 2013  

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord;  
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,  
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 



426 W. 6th Street 

Medford, OR  97501 

541-773-3111 

office@stmarks-medford.org 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MEDFORD, OR 
Permit No. 626 

We’re on the web! 
www.stmarks-medford.org 

and also on Facebook 

S T .  M A R K ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 3  

R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

 
 

 

 

      December 24      Christmas Eve Services 
 4:10 PM      Christmas Carols followed by  

         the First Service of Christmas with a Pageant at 4:30 PM 

 9:30 PM      Christmas Carols and Handbell Ring followed by  

      “Midnight Mass” at 10 PM 

      December 25      Christmas Day Service  
 10:00 AM      Communion and a story for Christmas 

      December 31      New Year’s Eve Concert & Service  
 7:00 PM       New Year’s Eve Concert Celebration 

 ~9:00 PM      New Year’s Eve Night Prayer Service 
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