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EPIPHANY 2015 … by Rev. Anne Bartlett  

 

Dear People of St. Mark’s, 

I used to think 
(mistakenly) that the word 
“epiphany” meant “the 
beginning of something.” 
Maybe that was because 
the Epiphany season in 
our church year begins 
near the start of the 
secular new year.  But 
“epiphany” doesn’t mean 
“beginning”; it means “a 
revealing,” “an 
appearance or 
manifestation,” or “a 
sudden, intuitive 
perception of or insight 
into the reality or essential 
meaning of something, 
usually initiated by some 
simple, homely, or 
commonplace occurrence 
or experience.”   

You might want to re-read 
that last definition!  It is 
packed with subtle, 
spiritual meaning. 

 

In eastern Christianity, there 
are two more biblical stories 
considered equally revealing 
of the Incarnation Mystery.  
First is the baptism of Jesus, 
when the heavens opened 
and the Voice was heard 
proclaiming Jesus of Nazareth 
to be God’s Beloved. That 
moment, too, was a 
“manifestation” of Emmanuel, 
God-with-us, in the otherwise 
commonplace action of all the 
other baptisms happening 
that day in the muddy waters 
of the Jordan river.   

And the third Epiphany story?  
It was Jesus’s first miracle, at 
the wedding in Cana when, at 
his mother’s insistence, he 
turned all that water into 
wine.   All of a sudden, a 
simple, small- town wedding 
reception became the 
occasion for perception into 
the overflowing generosity 
and joyful abundance of The 
Reality Of All That Is.   

The Epiphany season ends on 
the day before Ash 
Wednesday, February 18th this 
year.  The Gospel reading for 
the last Sunday of Epiphany is 
always The Transfiguration, 
that day when Jesus was 
revealed to his closest friends  

as the Christ, lit up by a light 
so blinding they had to 
shield their eyes from the 
glare of his glistening 
garments.  

We begin the holy season of 
Epiphany in a stable lit by 
starlight, and we end on a 
mountaintop in a laser-like 
blaze of sunlight.  Epiphany 
is the season of Light, the 
Light that has come into the 
world and whose 
Incarnational Essence was – 
and is -- revealed in 
otherwise ordinary 
occurrences. 

My prayer for each of us is 
that we keep our hearts and 
minds and eyes open to see 
the Christ revealed in the 
“simple, homely and 
commonplace” experiences 
of our own lives…for that is 
where we have been told we 
will find Him. 

In Christ’s love, 

Anne+ 
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SR. WARDEN … by Penny Klabunde  

 

Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

THANK YOU FOR THE MANY KIND AND GRACIOUS WAYS you have offered your sup-
port in the last month.  I can feel your prayers and your encouragement and I am truly 
grateful. 

I made the following remarks at both services on Sunday, December 21st to encourage 
open communication during this time of much change. 

Topic:  the issue of an interim rector. 

Before I go any further, I want to tell a little story about myself.  I was a public school 
teacher for 34 years.  It was what I always wanted to be and I poured my heart and my 
soul into my job.  It was challenging and rewarding and time-consuming and I loved it.  

I retired three and a half years ago and now I am a substitute teacher.  As a substitute I 
arrive in time to read the lesson plans, do my best to follow those plans and make it a 
worthwhile day for the students.  When they go home, I write a report and go home.  
The end!  No further responsibility! 

The official job of a supply priest is similar:  show up Sunday morning with a prepared 
sermon, do your best to lead the worship, greet the parishioners afterward and go 
home.  The end!  No further responsibility!   

We all know that Reverend Ann and Father Tom have been doing more than that, and 
we are blessed by their generosity.  But the truth is we do have pastoral needs that are 
not being met.  We have home bound parishioners who would love regular visits from 
the clergy.  Any visiting that Father Tom and Reverend Ann have done has been 
“volunteer work”:  above and beyond their call of duty.   

There are parishioners who need spiritual guidance and perhaps the material re-
sources available through the rector’s discretionary fund.  We have no one to do that.  
We don’t have a priest regularly in the office.  The list goes on.   

The quickest and easiest solution might be to hire Father Tom and Reverend Anne as 
our Interim Priest Team.  A number of you have told me this is your wish.  

Your voice does matter and I appreciate your candor.  I confess I had the same hope 
when we first learned that Father Jed would be leaving.  

So I pursued it at the diocesan level. 

I was told that an interim will serve three main functions, provide three principal gifts. 

The first gift is a steady presence and consistent attendance to our pastoral needs.  
Certainly we need that. 

 

Penny 

Klabunde 

is  Senior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.  Please contact 

her at: 

pennyklabunde@gmail.com 

541-690-2855. 
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SR. WARDEN … (cont.) 

 
The second gift is a fresh set of eyes and ears.   

A newcomer can provide a new perspective on our life together, on our ministry and 
on our mission going forward.  Father Tom and Reverend Anne are a beloved part of 
St. Mark’s.  I love that fact, but I must acknowledge that membership in our family 
prevents them from providing the fresh outlook we need. 

Still, as an admirer of Anne and Tom, appreciative of the inspiration they have so many 
times provided me personally, I had to ask them directly. 

What did they say? 

In their wisdom Anne and Tom already knew what I did not.  They told me they are 
very willing to stay with us until an interim priest arrives but they do not see 
themselves as proper candidates for that role. 

If you are disappointed to hear this, you are not alone.  But how blessed we are to 
have with us at this time two such generous and wise friends.  The friendship will not 
end when their weekly presence ends.  Father Tom and Reverend Anne are not 
temporary friends.  They are FRIENDS with whom we share a warm history. 

Let me share with you the third gift that an interim will bring.  I hope it will cheer you 
as it did me. 

The third gift is continuity of programs.  When the bishop’s canon, Neysa Ellgren, told 
me that, I had to bite my tongue not to interrupt! 

“Oh my goodness!” I told her as soon as it was polite to respond.  “I have to brag right 
now . . . not about myself, but about St. Mark’s’ dedicated people.  Our programs are 
as strong as ever.  

We provided THREE TONS of food in Thanksgiving baskets, our worship inspires, our 
forums and book groups stimulate, Music at St. Mark’s uplifts the congregation and the 
community.  Our health and healing ministry and intercessory prayer group support 
our parishioners, volunteers support the office, Outreach and the food pantry serve 
our community.  Our people are on top of our programs!” 

I hope you are proud of who you are and  

what you do and  

who we are as a parish family.   

It is exciting to imagine our future with the additional support an interim priest will 
provide. 

 

 



Page 4 

  JANUARY 2015 ST . MARK ’S L IONTALES 

        

SR. WARDEN … (cont.) 

 

I wish I could give you details.  Right now we are waiting on the diocese.  Very soon I 
hope we will be conducting interviews and moving forward. 

Meanwhile, I challenge you to translate your pride in St. Mark’s into saying a willing 
YES to God and an expectant YES to our future. 

Every one of us has a part to play in what St. Mark’s becomes.  Remember:  your voice 
DOES matter. 

Do you mention St. Mark’s in your prayers?  Do you greet your friends and also greet 
someone you don’t know after worship?  Do you hear of a need or a project and say, “I 
can help with that!”?   

The optimism that is brewing here requires the nourishment of each of us if it is to 
bear fruit. 

To each of you . . .  

THANK YOU for the unique person that you are and  

THANK YOU for the contribution you will make when you say YES. 

Grace and peace to you, 

Penny Klabunde 

 
 

WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AT THE FAMILY NURTURING 
CENTER … by Penny Klabunde  

 
 

CHRISTMAS 2014 WAS MUCH HAPPIER at the Family Nurturing Center because of 
the generosity of St. Mark’s parishioners.   

Family Nurturing Center classes serve children age birth through five years.  Assis-
tance begins with the child and expands to wrap around the entire family.  Our St. 
Mark’s Christmas gift project included all the children and all of their siblings at the 
Oakdale Center housed in St. Mark’s Dagwell Hall.  

134 children, age newborn to seventeen, received “one want and one need” 
thanks to your warm hearts and St. Mark’s Outreach Ministry.  There were a few 
“Secret Santas” out there who did not sign the notebook so their kindness remains 
anonymous.  Be sure to check out the thank-you card on the Outreach bulletin 
board. 

MANY, MANY THANKS to everyone who shopped for a child!! 
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Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 

FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles 

 

 
AS WE END 2014, it might be a good time to thank Kevin Klabunde for all his work with 
our finances. Kevin does an excellent job and I am grateful to have such a professional 
helping to manage our accounts. I would also like to thank Don Ogren who watches 
our investments and has been St. Mark’s treasurer over the past year.  The finance 
committee continues to need your prayers and support as we enter a new year. 
 

Penny Klabunde, our new senior warden, attended our December meeting.  She 
added a lot and we appreciated her insights. St. Mark’s had projected a substantial 
deficit for 2014. At this time it looks like St. Mark’s will still end 2014 with a deficit, 
but one smaller than what was budgeted.  In the month of November, we saw a 
drop in the offerings but expenses were controlled. There were no major surprises. 
As we move into 2015, there are many “unknowns” but we will be working through 
the issues as they arise.  Please know that your Finance Committee  is committed 
to careful stewardship of the resources available to St. Mark’s, and in particular, 
your prayerful pledges. 
  
 
 

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans  

 

 
MANY THANKS ARE IN ORDER TO ALL of those who helped in the music area in  
December, including choir members, bell ringers, carolers, violinist, bell equipment 
movers, New Year’s Eve concert participants, and New Year’s Eve reception helpers, 
ushers, furniture movers, and to all of those who helped in other ways with New Year’s 
Eve.  Special thanks to Janet Alpine who produced the New Year’s Eve concert  
program. Many thanks to all. 

And please remember that all of our music making requires hours of rehearsals. I was 
surprised on January 4 when several people seemed surprised the choir wasn’t singing 
that Sunday, until I mentioned that that would have meant we would have had a re-
hearsal on January 1. I know our singers would not have agreed to that!! 

Now is a wonderful time to join one of our musical groups, since we are starting anew. 
Just come on Thursday evenings at 6:15 for bells in the music room beneath the Parish 
Hall (we’ll teach you what you need to know) or 7:30 in the Church for the singing 
choir. New members are always welcomed! 

As always, if you have comments or questions about St. Mark’s Music program, please 
contact me at mevans@mind.net, 541-482-3075, or when you see me in person! I’d 
love to hear from you. 

Kevin Klabunde  

is the St. Mark’s Finance 
Administrator.  For more 
information, please contact 
him at: 

kevinklabunde@msn.com 

Don Ogren 

is our Treasurer.  Please 

contact him at: 

dogren@mac.com 

Kit Nilles 

chairs  the 2014 Finance 
Committee.   

Please contact her at: 

knilles@q.com 

Committee members: 

 Carol Hamlin 
Cal Lanfear 

 Margaret Bell 
       Bobbie Middaugh 
       Barbara Holley 

mailto:mevans@mind.net
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Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 
Committee.  If you wish to 
contact her, she can be 
reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Bobbie Fasel 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Kristen & Adam Kurth 

Susan Ladue 

Olive Lansburgh 

Christian Mathisen 

Marilyn Myers 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 

OUTREACH … By Christian Mathisen, Earl King & Pat Ayers  

 
St. Mark’s Food Pantry 
BUSINESS HAS BEEN INCREASING AT ST. MARK’S PANTRY. In November, in only three 
weeks, we served 200 families, 31 of whom were new. We served 300 children and a 
total of 703 people for a cost of $1,197.34 or about $1.70 per person. In October, we 
received two grants from the Carpenter and the Robert and Frances Chaney Family 
Foundations. Enough to start the year! We are also grateful for the generous support 
you have provided us. Thank You St. Mark’s! Volunteers are always welcome! 
 
Medford Food Project 
Food Collection day, Saturday, December 13, was a very fulfilling day. The total collect-
ed was just over 33,000 pounds, shared amongst the 15 pantries. The 2,200 pounds 
that went to each pantry is the largest collection ever. Thanks to Peter Nelson, Susan 
and Randy Doyle, Earl King, Carla and Rick, Rita and Christian for helping bring in the 
food for St. Mark’s Pantry. 
 
Thanksgiving Baskets 
One more thank you to the many people who helped make this year's Thanksgiving 
basket drive a great success! Thanks for the checks that helped pay for the 150 baskets 
and 30 friendly baskets to members of the congregation. And thank you for the labor 
that helped assemble the baskets and deliver them to the needy. Again, thank you St. 
Mark's for all your help! 
 
Christmas Caroling 
‘Twas the Tuesday before Christmas and this year’s St. Mark’s carolers gathered at the 
parish hall to set off to sing out the Season’s Greetings to some of our parish family 
whom we don’t see as often as we would like. Joining Peggy Evans, our dauntless lead-
er, were Jan Martin, Ken Maloney, Suzanne Grimes, Bonnie McNamara, Nancy Miles, 
Kathy Garrett, Rita Shale, Earl and Victoria King, Christian Mathisen, Janet Alpine and 
Pepper Alpine-Mathisen. We started off singing to Betty Pinnock and caravanned 

around town to be welcomed to sing by Flo and Bob Graham, Eleanor 
Spatz, John and Joyce Graham, Page Tumy, Bill Deatherage, and Dwight 
Wilson, and other residents whom we encountered on our way. After 
many notes had passed our lips we reassembled at church for a deli-
cious soups and breads supper generously prepared by John Richard-
son, Susan Ball and Suzanne Grimes-plus Rita’s luscious mince tarts. A 
huge and grateful thank you to all!!  This time of warm friendship was 
followed by a peaceful Compline service in the quiet, candlelit church.  

This annual tradition at St. Mark’s, of caroling and visiting old friends, 
always “makes” Christmas for many of us who’ve taken part over the 
years. You don’t have to have a great voice-the beloved carols practical-
ly sing themselves, spreading the joyful news of Jesus’ birth. It really 

feels terrific to take part and everyone is always welcome. Think about it for next year 
… Fa-la-la-la-la!!!  
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OUTREACH … (cont.)  
 
The Outreach Committee received a Christmas card from a student  
during the month of December.  Jimy is one of two students St. Mark’s 
sponsors at El Hogar in Tegucigalpa, DC, Honduras.  The mission of El Hogar 
is to provide a loving home and education in a Christian environment for 
abandoned, orphaned and hopelessly poor children, enabling them to fulfill 
their ultimate potential as productive and caring citizens of Honduras.  Each 
child that graduates from El Hogar is immediately hired as they are skilled 
and knowledgeable in a trade.  If you desire more information on El Hogar, 
contact an Outreach Commission member.  All donations are tax deductible 
and can be made through St. Mark’s.  You can make a huge difference in a 
child’s life doing God’s work helping the poor and neglected.   
 

FAMILY NURTURING CENTER … by Penny Klabunde  

 

Babies and wobblers receive St. Mark’s Quilts! 
THE BABIES AND “WOBBLERS” at the Family Nurturing Center recently received  
twenty-nine beautiful quilts created by the St. Mark’s Quilters.  The quilts will perform 
“double duty” as bedtime warmth and as a cozy place for parents and their little ones 
to play together on the floor.  
 
Family Nurturing Center teachers were excited to select quilts to match the  
personalities of their tiny “students”.  Distributing the quilts allowed the teachers an 
opportunity to make a home visit and to demonstrate warm, loving play practices to 
parents. 
 
Thank you, St. Mark’s Quilters, for your ministry of beauty and generosity. 

 

 

Marilyn Myers 

and 

Penny Klabunde 

serve as representatives of 

St. Mark’s on the Family 
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HEALTH & HEALING … by Nancy Miles  

 

Dear Friends,  
 
SOME OF YOU HAVE ALREADY PARTICIPATED in the forum “Healing Through Aware-
ness.” We expect that some of you took the opportunity quite seriously and, as a re-
sult, experienced quite a bit of stirring. If you feel an inner tug, we encourage you to 
share your thoughts and concerns with other participants or with members of our min-
istry.  As always, we in the Health and Healing Ministry welcome your feedback regard-
ing our presentations.  
 
Now, on to NEWS.  In 2012 data published by the Alzheimer’s Association showed that 
4.5 million people were living with Alzheimer’s disease (along with their 14.9 million 
unpaid caregivers) and many millions more were living with other forms of demen-
tia.   In past issues of the Lion Tales I presented signs and symptoms of both the normal 
aging brain and those of persons with dementia.  So the question arises: Isn’t there 
something I can do now to forestall dementia and keep my brain healthy?  The answer: 
READ ON. 
 
Michael Merzenich, PhD, a leading researcher on 
brain plasticity believes that “brain plasticity ex-
ists from the cradle to the grave; and that radical 
improvements in cognitive functioning-how we 
learn, think, perceive, and remember-are possi-
ble even in the elderly.”  (Dr. Merzenich was be-
hind the development of cochlear implants and 
specialized language computer programs for de-
velopmentally disabled and autistic children.) 
According to the Society for Neuroscience 
“adopting healthy lifestyle habits such as exercis-
ing, eating right, and avoiding undue stress can 
help us maintain and possibly improve brain 
health as we age.” There is growing evidence that these habits along with learning, 
challenging one’s mind, cultivating strong social bonds and a rich spiritual life can all 
contribute to maintaining the health of one’s mind.  
 
AND SO IT IS that Health and Healing will be presenting a series of forums under the 
title: “Keep Your Mind for Later Use.”  This is a Congregational Brain Wellness Program 
developed by the Northwest Parish Nurses Ministries. Our first forum, “Understanding 
the Healthy Brain,” will be presented on February 15th.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. 
Patrick Gillette, MD. Dr. Gillette has gained national recognition and respect for his 
dedication and work with persons with dementia.  We are very fortunate and grateful 
that he has agreed to share his expertise with us.  

 

Blessings be upon you and your family.  Nancy 

Nancy Miles  

Serves the people of  St. 

Mark’s as parish nurse. 

 

Please contact Nancy at: 

541-644-4314 
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Molly Kerr  

Is President of the St. 
Mark’s ECW.  Please 
contact her at: 

541-779-9810 

or by email at: 

mlkerr7@aol.com 

MEN’S BREAKFAST … by Don Ogren  

 
 

WE ARE BACK TO NORMAL IN JANUARY, Saturday January 10 at 8:00 am, although we 
will miss the ladies. John Graham and Bill Dames have agreed to cook, and there will be 
the usual good conversation and Bible discussion to accompany the food. Although 
Don will be away, he will be keeping in touch and taking the names of those who will 
be attending. If you plan to attend, please email me at dogren@mac.com. Hope you 
will come. 
 
 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN … by Molly Kerr 

 

THE ADVENT TEA ON DECEMBER 1, was as elegant as ever. Gorgeous tables decorated 
by St. Mark's women (Pat Ayers, Kathy Garrett, Sally Bouwer, Debra McFadden, Bever-
ly Neill, Victoria King, Mary Adrian, Margaret Dials, Penny Klabunde, Nancy Miles, 

Heather Kerr Moores, (and Molly Kerr) with their own 
dishes, table linens, centerpieces, tea pots etc., and 
scrumptious tea fare provided by many. THANK YOU to 
all who participated in making this event special. Our 
Man of Many Talents, Elliott Meyerding, acted as our 
MC again this year and sold raffle tickets for the chance 
to win a variety of items. The funds went to ECW for 
church and FNC needs such as the eight new card tables 
purchased for the event. We had food left so we sent 
plates of goodies to Family Nurturing Center for their 
enjoyment. Great fun was had by all so be sure to come 
or participate next year--you won't want to miss this 
beautiful annual event following the Lessons and Carols 
service. 
 

Watch for the date of our next luncheon after we all recover from the holidays. 
 
IMPORTANT: Several card tables, mainly new ones previously purchased by ECW are 
missing. If you know anything about them please contact the church office. They must 
be returned. They were needed for this event, therefore we had to purchase more. We 
will be putting together a new policy for borrowing things from the church--all things 

big or small--even scissors, etc. We will need to sign them 
out then sign them back in at the church office. Too many 
things disappear and it is becoming a serious matter. Many 
of our beautiful linens are missing that we need for recep-
tions. Please return anything borrowed that you may have 
forgotten about back to the church and urge others to do 
the same.  Thank you. 
 

mailto:dogren@mac.com
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ADULT FORUMS … by Julie Drengson  

 
THE ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY is as follows:  
 January 4:  The Rev. Tom Murphy on Epiphany.   
 January 11:  Outreach/Health Center & New Mom kits.   
 January 18:   Preview of Annual Report.  
 January 25:  No forum due to the Annual Meeting.   
 February 1:  Adam and Kristen Kurth to share fun details about their road trip! 
 
 

VESTRY CONTACT LIST …  
 

Margaret Bell  bellmargaret0@gmail.com 

Susan Doyal  susandoyal@hotmail.com 

Julie Drengson juliedreng@yahoo.com 

Penny Klabunde pennyklabunde@gmail.com 

Cal Lanfear  calanfear@gmail.com 

Debra McFadden  dmcfad1006@aol.com 

Jerry Nilles  chille2@msn.com 

John Richardson  johnrichardson.joyst@yahoo.com 

Phyllis Robertson  pbrobertsonrvm@charter.net 

Betsy Sharp  elsharp_2000@yahoo.com 

Ramona Templin  rtemplin@charter.net 

Bob Wille  rwille@ccountry.net 

Please contact the office for phone numbers @ 541-773-3111.   

 

 
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
PAT BURTON 

April 25, 1933—December 17, 2014 

Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;  
And let light perpetual shine upon her. 

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,  
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

mailto:bellmargaret0@gmail.com
mailto:susandoyal@hotmail.com
mailto:juliedreng@yahoo.com
mailto:pennyklabunde@gmail.com
mailto:calanfear@gmail.com
mailto:dmcfad1006@aol.com
mailto:chille2@msn.com
mailto:johnrichardson.joyst@yahoo.com
mailto:pbrobertsonrvm@charter.net
mailto:elsharp_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:rtemplin@charter.net
mailto:rwille@ccountry.net
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Life at St. Mark’s 
Advent Home Communions 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2015 Epiphany Party 
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According to diocesan canons, “All communicants of the Church 16 years of age, who have 

been enrolled on the Parish Register for six months immediately preceding the Annual 

Meeting and have communicated in the Parish during the year preceding … shall be legal 

voters of the Parish.”   

Those canons go on to specify, however, that, 

“Voting shall be limited to those present at the 

Annual Meeting and voting by proxy shall not be 

allowed.”  Accordingly, your presence is required 

at the Annual Meeting of St. Mark’s on Sunday, 

January 25, after the 10:00 service. 

2015 Annual Meeting 


