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St. Mark’s Church
HERE BEGINS THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST …

(Mark 1:1)

ADVENT! THE BEGINNING OF OUR NEW YEAR IN CHRIST…
The Christian Year is a
teaching tool created by the
Church to focus our
attention, not on the events
of nature, but on the reality
of Jesus - his life, teachings,
and ministry. It begins on
the First Sunday of Advent November 30 this calendar
year.

The spiritual purpose of
Advent is to prepare us for
Jesus' coming - that's what
the word means. But Advent
doesn't just get us ready for
Christmas - the coming of the
Christ-child, as lovely as that
is. Advent calls us to get
ready for the coming into our
lives - into our families, our
communities, our world, our
politics, our economics - the
coming of the grown-up
Jesus who invites us and all
persons to change our lives,
and become more like Him.
There isn't anything cute or
cuddly about Advent. It calls
us to serious life change.

That's why Advent has a
somewhat solemn and
penitential character about it in
the Church's liturgical practices.
There are number of Biblical
figures who stand out in a special
way in the Advent liturgical
preparation for Christ's coming.
The Old Testament Prophets
called the Hebrews (and all
persons!) to look forward to the
coming of a great king and
savior. John the Baptist gets two
of the Advent Sundays. He is the
"forerunner", the one whose
searing ministry prepared the
way for that of Jesus. Our Lord's
Blessed Mother is the focus of
the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
which, in the '79 Prayer Book, is
almost a Christmas celebration!
Mary was the immediate human
agent of the Incarnation - God is
with us!!
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Have you noticed there are
hardly any greeting cards in
the Hallmark stores featuring
Isaiah or John the Baptist!!
We can't completely escape
this seasonal pall of
secularism. We live in the real
world, and we'll all probably
find ourselves at the mall in the
coming weeks! But it's far
more important for us in the
days ahead to be at Eucharist
and at prayer and in holy
silence than it is to be at WalMart.
It's more vital for our soul's
health for us to be planning our
giving to those who are really in
need, than in buying
meaningless doo-dads for those
who have too much stuff
already!

Rev. Tom Murphy
Is currently serving as the supply
clergy to St. Mark’s Church.

I

nside this issue:
SR. WARDEN

2

These characters are all change
agents calling us to conform our
lives - if we will but heed them to the life of God as revealed in
Jesus. Serious attention to the
words, the music, the images,
the people of Advent is crucial to
our souls' health in these coming
days.
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SENIOR WARDEN … by Penny Klabunde
Dear St. Mark’s Family,
AT THE NOVEMBER 19TH VESTRY MEETING, I was honored to be selected your new Senior Warden.

Penny
Klabunde
is Senior Warden of the St.
Mark’s Vestry. Please contact
her at:
pennyklabunde@gmail.com
541-690-2855.

So that we can become better acquainted, please know:
I am a lifelong Episcopalian, baptized at St. Alban’s in El Cajon, confirmed at St. Anselm’s in Garden Grove, and married at Emmanuel, Fullerton, all in California. When
Kevin (St. Mark’s Finance Administrator) and I were newlyweds living in Ashland, we
attended Trinity. Kevin taught Sunday School!
We joined the St. Mark’s family in 1989. Our first daughter, Becky (now 30), was baptized at the same church where Kevin and I were married. Our second daughter, Rachel (now 26), was baptized at St. Mark’s. The girls attended Sunday School in Dagwell
Hall, participated in Rite 13, were confirmed and went on to J2A which culminated in
pilgrimage, Becky to Ireland, and Rachel to Scotland/Iona. They were layreaders and
sang in children’s choir. Each delivered a “Senior Sermon” before graduating from high
school.
My past parish leadership experience includes many years on the J2A Parent Advisory
Board and one three-year-term on the Vestry, two years as Junior Warden. Before Jed
was called to St. Mark’s, I worked on our Parish Profile, presented it in the sanctuary
and organized the party to celebrate its completion. Currently I bake Communion
Bread and am in my second year on the board of the Family Nurturing Center, which
includes spearheading the St. Mark’s Christmas gift effort.
I am a 60-year-old retired elementary school teacher. I substitute frequently, but have
the flexibility to refuse work if other commitments take priority. Since Kevin is the Finance Administrator, I will never be a signer on any of St. Mark’s financial accounts.
Being a good steward of your gifts and of your trust is paramount.
What you really want to know: The timetable for transition is not clear at this moment. I am working very hard to get “up to speed”. By the time you read this, I will
have talked with the Diocese. Thankfully, we are blessed every Sunday by Anne and
Tom’s insight, wisdom and humor. God will reveal our future. Meanwhile, in Romans
8:25 we read, “But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.” (NIV)
Grace and peace to you,

Penny
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FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles
IN OCTOBER ST. MARK’S RECEIVED $14,719 on the income side and spent $27,581.
That was less in income than budgeted and but our expenses were also less. That
being said October did leave us about $13,000 short.
Some of those who pledged were a bit behind … maybe they are out of town? We
continue to have personnel expenses and even with a savings in that area. St. Mark’s
will end 2013 in a deficit position. It looks like that deficit will be about $10,000 for
2013, much less than we had budgeted but still in the red. We still have two months to
go and that remains a guess at this point.
We were pleased to be able to wrap up a draft budget based on the 2014 pledges.
That goes to the vestry that ultimately creates a budget. We have a number of
outstanding questions that will impact the budget. Principally the personnel costs are
difficult to predict but there are other factors as well. The vestry will be presenting the
2015 budget to you at the January annual meeting.
This year we are suggesting that a capital budget be approved as well. Buildings and
Grounds has a list of about $90,000 to $100,000 in repairs and upkeep. Again that is a
vestry decision.

Kevin Klabunde
is the St. Mark’s Finance
Administrator. For more
information, please contact
him at:
kevinklabunde@msn.com

Don Ogren
is our Treasurer. Please
contact him at:
dogren@mac.com

Kit Nilles
chairs the 2014 Finance
Committee.
Please contact her at:
knilles@q.com
Committee members:

OCTOBER 2014
Actual

Budget

YEAR TO DATE 2014
YTD Actual

YTD Budget

INCOME

$ 14,720

$ 19,698

$ 236,745

$ 277,770

EXPENSES

$ 27,581

$ 29,726

$ 285,068

$ 289,705

($ 12,862)

($ 10,028)

($ 48,323)

($ 61,935)

NET GAIN (LOSS)

Carol Hamlin
Cal Lanfear
Margaret Bell
Bobbie Middaugh
Barbara Holley

WORSHIP NOTES … by Peggy Evans
YOUR WORSHIP COMMISSION MEETS MONTHLY to discuss all things related to
worship. In November we looked backwards at All Saints/Consecration Sunday and the
Manor services. We looked forward to and discussed details about Advent services,
Advent Home Communions, Advent Lessons and Carols, Darkest Night service,
Christmas caroling, Christmas Eve services, Christmas Day service, Christmas Lessons
and Carols, Friday services, and New Year’s Eve Night Prayer. We hope we’ve covered
everything! If you have a question or concern about anything worship related, please
see a member of the Commission (listed in sidebar).

Worship
Commission
meets on the 3rd Monday of
each month. Members are:
Peggy Evans
Janet Alpine
Pat Ayers
Page
Victoria King
John Richardson
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MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans
DECEMBER IS A VERY BUSY MONTH for music. If you would like to join us in singing
about Jesus’s Advent and birth, this is the month for you to join the Choir. Just come
on Thursday evenings at 7:30 to the Church, and we’ll teach you what you need to
know.

Peggy Evans
is the Music and Choir
Director for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact
her, she can be reached
at:
541-482-3075

Lessons & Carols
On Sunday, December 14, at 10 am we will have our Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols, presented by the St. Mark’s Handbell Ensemble and Chancel Choirs. Solos will
be sung by Mandee Light and Dan Gibbs. This service will have a variety of Biblical and
contemporary readings plus Advent carols. Please note that at the 10 am service there
will be no sermon and no Eucharist. This service will be followed by the ECW Advent
Tea. We hope you’ll come to this service and Tea; it will be a good way to introduce
newcomers to the Episcopal Church.
Handbell Concert
Also on Sunday, December 14, at 7 pm, our Handbell
Ensemble will be participating in the Christmas Handbell Concert to be held at First Presbyterian Church, 8th
and Holly. This concert will feature various handbell
ensembles in Medford and is free, although donations
will be accepted. Please arrive early to be sure of
getting a seat.
Christmas Caroling
On Monday, December 22, we have our traditional Christmas caroling. We’ll meet at
the church at 4:15, and then visit various St. Mark’s shut-ins in the Medford area. To
many of us, this is really Christmas—it’s always wonderful to bring a smile to these
folks. If you want to join us en route, please call my cell phone at 541-821-0977.
At about 6:45 we’ll return to the parish hall for a simple soup and bread supper and
Evening Prayer. If you’d like to help with the supper, or if you’d like to make a pot of
soup for it, please let me know. We’d appreciate any help!
Home Communions
This December we will have three home Advent home communions
on Wednesday evenings, beginning at about 6 pm. These will be followed by a simple soup and bread supper.
The hostesses ask that you contact them by the Monday before the
supper if you are planning to attend, so that they can be prepared
for the supper. (See center fold, pages 6 & 7, for dates, times and
locations).
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MUSIC NOTES … (continued)
Advent, Christmas and New Year’s events …
Sunday, December 14, 10 am: Advent Service of Lessons and Carols.
Sunday, December 21, after 10 am service: the greening of the church.
Sunday, December 21, 4 pm: Darkest Night Service, a quiet, candlelit, Christmas
service for those having difficulty celebrating the Christmas holiday. This service
has readings and quiet hymns. (Please note the time change).
Monday, December 22, starting about 4:15 pm: Christmas Caroling to some of St.
Mark’s shut-ins in Medford.
Wednesday, December 24:
4:10 pm: Christmas Caroling
4:30 pm: Family Christmas Service, with Pageant and Eucharist
9:30 pm: Carol Sing and Handbell Ring
10 pm: Christmas Service with Eucharist
Thursday, December 25, 10 am: simple Christmas Service with Eucharist.
Sunday, December 28, 10 am: Christmas Lessons and Carols, with Eucharist, but no
Sermon; after this service, set up and decorating for New Year’s Eve concert.
Wednesday, December 31, 7 pm: New Year’s Eve concert, with gala reception, and at
about 9 pm: the Service of Night Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book.

New Year’s Concert
On Wednesday, December 31, at 7 pm is our annual free New Year’s
Eve concert, followed by a champagne and cheesecake reception, followed by the Service of Night Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer
book. Performers at the concert will include Mandee Light (soprano),
Dan Gibbs (baritone), Laurie Anne Hunter (harp and piano), Christian
Mathisen (tenor), two SOU marimba players, Joseph Yungen (piano),
and Margaret Evans, organ. This is a wonderful way to celebrate the
New Year.
If you’d like to help with this evening—as an usher, reception person,
furniture mover, etc.—I would appreciate any help!! Just give me a
call.
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ADVENT AT ST. MARK’S …
A CHANGE IN SEASONS brings other changes at St. Mark’s. We’ve enjoyed a liturgical
change of pace during the summer months, using prayers from other parts of the Anglican Communion for our Sunday services. During Advent, we’ll experience another
liturgical change of pace, an alternative service in keeping with a distinctive season of
the year.

Advent

Advent Calendars
An Advent Calendar is much more than a place to count down the shopping days ‘til
Christmas. “Slow down. Quiet. It’s Advent!” is our way of giving you a calendar that’s a
gentle — and fun — reminder of the true meaning of the season.
This Advent poster, with illustrations by priest/artist Jay Sidebotham
(see image at right), includes suggestions for each day such as helping those in need, praying for the earth, spending time in silence, or
looking for signs of God in our midst. (As a way to count the days,
you can color in the squares day by day and bring yours in to share
in January.) Calendars will be available at church on Sunday mornings or anytime during the week from the church office.
Advent Devotionals
This year’s daily devotionals are also available now. Each daily meditation includes a
Scripture verse to ponder and a simple prayer. These devotionals will be available at
church on Sunday mornings or anytime during the week from the church office.
Home Communions — Three Weeknights in Advent
During Advent, parishioner families will open their home for a special time of worship
and fellowship. Anyone can participate in any or all of these special nights.
Each evening will begin at 5:30 or 6 pm (as indicated below) with worship, followed by
soup (provided by the host family). Nothing else is required of participants but to call
ahead so we have enough for all! The hosts would like to know by the Monday prior if
you plan to attend, so don’t forget to call. The dates and home locations for these
nights are:
Wednesday, December 3 @ 6 PM

Kit & Jerry Nilles
2176 E Vilas Road (Central Point)
541-773-7286 or knilles@q.com

Wednesday, December 10 @ 6 PM

Peggy Evans
1250 Green Meadows (Ashland)
541-482-3075 or mevans@mind.net

Wednesday, December 17 @ 5:30 PM Rosemary Howes
623 Fernwood (Medford)
541-857-4084 or irishrose8000@yahoo.com
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ADVENT AT ST. MARK’S … continued
A Service of Advent Lessons & Carols and Advent Tea — Sunday, December 14
On Sunday, December 14, at 10 am we will have our Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols, presented by the St. Mark’s Handbell Ensemble and Chancel Choirs. (See pg. 4
for additional details). This service will be followed by the ECW Advent Tea (See pg. 10
for more Advent Tea details).
All-Church Caroling — Monday, December 22 @ 4:15 pm
We'll meet at the church and leave from there to carol to some of our shut-ins around
Medford. Please let Peggy Evans know if you intend to join us so
we can help coordinate.
Then we’ll return to the church by around 6:45 pm for a simple
supper of soup and bread, so you can join us there, before ending
the evening together with Compline (a simple service of night
prayers). Please watch your bulletin for more information.
Greening of the Church — Sunday, December 21 @ 11:15 am
The “hanging of the greens” is an old English custom of adorning one's home with evergreens and other festive trappings for the holidays. At St. Mark’s, after the last service of Advent, we’ll hang some greens and adorn our house of worship.
Members of the Altar Guild will direct the efforts of young and old, tall and small.
Darkest Night — Sunday, December 21 @ 4 pm
The first Christmas service at St. Mark’s actually occurs a few days early with our “Darkest
Night” service. While the seasons of Advent and Christmas bring with them moments of
great joy and hope, we also recognize the very joy and hope that most folks are sharing
accentuates the sadness felt by those who grieve.
That grief may be especially intense during the long, dark hours of these winter nights.
With that thought in mind, St. Mark’s is hosting a “Darkest Night” service on Sunday,
December 21, at 4 pm. Please join us for this special Service of Solace as we remember
loved ones who are not with us now. We hope that you will find hope and comfort in
knowing that you are not alone. Please note the time change.
Christmas Flower Offerings — due Sunday, December 21
Offering envelopes for Christmas greens and flowers are
enclosed in this issue of the newsletter. Extra envelopes
will also be available in the pew racks for your convenience for donations to the Altar Flower Fund. Please place
these envelopes — with your intentions carefully and legibly printed — in the offering plate or deliver them to the
church office no later than Sunday, December 21. Thanks
for your support.
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OUTREACH … by Earl King & Pat Ayers
ST. MARK’S HAS SPONSORED CHILDREN at El Hogar for many years. It is an Episcopal
sponsored school where children can live, be schooled and train in a career that will
provide them a good living. Many graduates pay-back to the school and sponsor children. The following letters convey words of thanks from our two students that St.

Mark’s sponsors at El Hogar in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, a school and place for
orphans.

Pat Ayers
chairs the Outreach
Committee. If you wish to
contact her, she can be
reached at:
541-608-7653
The Outreach Committee:
Pat Ayers (Chair)
Bobbie Fasel
Barbara Holley
Earl King
Olive Lansburgh
Christian Mathisen
Marilyn Myers
Kit Nilles
Rita Shale

“Dear Sponsors:
Hello. How are you? I hope you are doing well and healthy.
I want to tell you that I am in the 8th grade and I hope it gets better than last
year.
May God bless you for all your help and support to El Hogar Projects.
I love you.
May God bless you. Lisbeth Celenia”
St, Mark’s has sponsored Lisbeth since she was taken in off the streets when she was
six years old.
Second letter is from Jimmy Jazier Salgado.
“Hello.
My name is Jimmy Jazier Salgado. I love pizza, I love you.
I want to thank you for being with me.
I do not like to be alone.
Thanks for giving me to the opportunity to talk with you. I don’t feel alone
here.
I am very happy. Blessings for you all.
Thanks for everything,
Sincerely yours, Jimmy Salgado.”
During this holiday season, if you would like to send a Christmas card or just say,
‘hello’, send a notice to Lisbeth or Jazier to El Hogar Ministries, Inc., 70 Church Street,
Winchester, MA 01890.
Thanksgiving Baskets
Thanks to the many people who helped make this year's Thanksgiving basket drive a
great success! Thanks for the checks that helped pay for the baskets and thank you for
the labor that helped assemble the baskets and deliver them to the needy. Thanks also
to the delivery crew!

Page 8

For those who still wish to contribute, it is not too late. Just address your checks to St.
Mark's Episcopal Church and add "Thanksgiving Basket Drive" in the lower left corner.
Place them in the collection or mail them to the church. Again, thank you St. Mark's for
all your help!
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OUTREACH … continued
Foundation Grants for the Pantry
We are grateful to the Carpenter Foundation and the Robert and Frances Chaney Family Foundation both of whom granted us $5,000 for 2015! The pantry now is half way to
being funded for 2015.
In October the pantry fed 326 families, 475 children and a total of 1115 people. The
summer has seen lower attendance than previous years, but we begin to see an increase in food requests as the fall and winter months set in.
We are thankful to Food on The Fourth here at St. Mark’s, to the Medford Food Project
for the canned and boxed food we receive from them, for the Gleaning Network of
Southern Oregon, which provides us with
half the food we serve and to Food-ForLess, which sells us the food we give away
each week for an incredible discount.
We are thankful for the many contributions the congregation gives us, and we
give special thanks to our many volunteers
without whom we could not continue.

Family Nurturing Center Christmas Tree – December 7
If you haven’t already taken a tag from the “Very Thankful Christmas
Tree” please do so now. The deadline is December 7!
Here’s all you need to do:


Take a tag (or family bundle of tags) from the tree



Sign the register by the number of your tag(s)



Purchase your gifts and at the same time, please PURCHASE A
GIFT BAG TO FIT YOUR GIFT



Place gift in bag, tie tag on gift bag handle and place it under the
tree



Check off your gift on the register so we know that you have delivered it.

Please place your bagged gift under the tree and St. Mark’s Outreach will
provide tissue paper for the bags.

Thank you for shining love and generosity on a child’s Christmas. Happy
shopping!!
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MEN’S BREAKFAST with ALTAR GUILD GUESTS … by Don Ogren
AS A DEPARTURE FROM THE NORMAL MONTHLY Men’s Breakfast, the men will be
cooking for the Men’s Group as well as Altar Guild ladies on Saturday, December 7,
since the ladies will be preparing the church for the Advent season. The big event will
start at 8:30 to accommodate the ladies’ schedule. Another change is that we are
meeting on the first Saturday of the month rather than the second Saturday. Jerry
Nilles and John Richardson will be among the cooks.
We are sure the food will be good along with the conversation. Please email Don
Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend.

Molly Kerr
Is President of the St.
Mark’s ECW. Please
contact her at:
541-779-9810
or by email at:
mlkerr7@aol.com

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) … by Molly Kerr
OUR BEAUTIFUL ADVENT TEA is almost here--December 14. Here are details:
What: Advent Tea
Where: Parish Hall
When: December 14, 2014
Time: Following the 10 am service of Advent Lessons & Carols
Needed: Finger foods, goodies
such as cookies, breads, candy,
nuts, etc.
Tables: We are continuing our
fabulous tradition of parishioners decorating card tables
(need 15 tables)
Pick your own theme for your table using your dishes (place settings for 4), flatware,
cream and sugars, centerpieces, teapots, tablecloths and napkins.
Provided for those doing tables: Card tables, tea, coffee, cream & sugar, paper napkins
if needed.
Volunteers needed: To help set up, plate the food, clean up after.
We need people to sign up for tables as soon as possible. Instructions will be sent to
those doing tables.
Please contact Molly Kerr (MLKerr7@aol.com or 541-779-9810) or
Debra McFadden (dmcfad1006@aol.com or 541-772-2582).

Page 10

ST. MARK’S LIONTALES

DEC E MB ER 20 14

BOOK CLUB … by Kit Nilles
THE WEDNESDAY EVENING BOOK CLUB will be taking a break for the month of December. There will be Home Communions and other activities going on so we will not be
meeting. We will meet again starting January 7th. We will be starting a new book, “An
Altar in the World” by Barbara Brown Taylor. It might be the perfect Christmas gift.
Please join us in 2015.

MORNING BIBLE STUDY …
THE MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY will be taking a break for the month of December, but will resume after the New Year.

VESTRY CONTACT LIST …
Margaret Bell bellmargaret0@gmail.com
Susan Doyal susandoyal@hotmail.com
Julie Drengson juliedreng@yahoo.com
Penny Klabunde pennyklabunde@gmail.com
Cal Lanfear calanfear@gmail.com
Debra McFadden dmcfad1006@aol.com
Jerry Nilles chille2@msn.com
John Richardson johnrichardson.joyst@yahoo.com
Phyllis Robertson pbrobertsonrvm@charter.net
Betsy Sharp elsharp_2000@yahoo.com
Ramona Templin rtemplin@charter.net
Bob Wille rwille@ccountry.net
Please contact the office for phone numbers @ 541-773-3111.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

for the Season

Special Services

and also on Facebook

December 24
 4:10 PM

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Carols followed by the First Service of Christmas with a
Pageant at 4:30 PM

 9:30 PM

Christmas Carols and Handbell Ring followed by
“Midnight Mass” at 10 PM

December 25

Christmas Day Service

 10:00 AM

Homily and Eucharist

December 31

New Year’s Eve Concert
Service

 7:00 PM

New Year’s Eve Concert Celebration

 ~9:00 PM

New Year’s Eve Night Prayer Service

&

