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ST. MARK’S PARISH … by Anne Bartlett
All Saints 2014
Dear St. Mark’s Family,
Like many people, my
favorite season of the year
is autumn. As night falls
earlier, I light candles and
indulge my desire to have
a vase of spicy
chrysanthemums on the
kitchen table. Leaves
twirling to the ground
remind us that this is the
season when nature
herself “lets go.” Autumn
is a season of change and
surrender, unpredictability
and transition.

Our church year is in sync
with the natural world, at
least here in the northern
hemisphere.
This month the liturgical
year makes another
complete rotation of the
Story of how our God is

with us every moment,
until the end of time itself.
Soon the Sunday scripture
readings will become,
frankly, a bit weird and
“end-of-the-world”-ish.
Their point is that the
unknowable future is in
God’s hands as surely as
the past has been, and the
people of God can trust
we will be held in that
Love though we cannot
discern exactly what that
future will be. The church
year ends with the feast of
Christ the King, Lord of All
Time, Lord of All Space,
and – without a doubt -Lord of All Transitions!
And in a month, before we
know it, it will be Advent
once again.
But for now, we are in the
season of endings more
than beginnings. This year,
in addition to the
bittersweet beauty of
autumn and the annual
fulfillment of the liturgical
year, there’s one more
piece to this poignant
sense of “a chapter must
end before a new one can
begin” – and that is the
departure of Fr. Jed, your
rector for the past 9 years.

FOR

EVERYONE.

NOVEMBER 2014
As Jed begins a new chapter
of his ministry in Bend, so
you begin a new chapter
here at St. Mark’s. In these
early days of the transition,
it’s good to take some time
to “feel what you’re feeling”
about Fr. Jed’s leaving and
the unknown changes that
will come. It’s a time to give
thanks for the spiritual
harvest of the past years.
And it’s also a time of gently
letting go of what has been
in order to make room for
new life to come.
As the falling leaves of
autumn remind us…and as
the cycle of the church year
tells us … to everything there
is a season. Therefore we
rest in faith, knowing that all
the seasons of our lives – as
individuals and as this parish
family – are held in God’s
hands. Your task as the
people of St. Mark in this
season is to confidently trust
in the future that even now
is being prepared for you.

Anne bartlett
Is currently serving as the supply
clergy to St. Mark’s Church.
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VIEW FROM THE VESTRY … by Janet Alpine
AS WE BEGIN THE NEXT CHAPTER of ministry at St. Mark’s and prepare to search for
the rector who will journey with us, many of you are no doubt wondering “what’s
next?” Here is a brief outline of what will happen in the coming months:

Janet Alpine



Secure the services of an Interim Rector. The Diocese expects to send names of
potential interims by the end of October. Interviews will take place in November
and we expect the interim to be in place by early January.



Form a Profile Committee. The Profile Committee gathers the information necessary to create our Parish Profile. The Profile is our primary means of communicating who we have been in the past, who we are right now, where we would like
to be in the near future and the type of rector we are seeking. A “position description” for this committee is in the works and will be published as soon as it’s completed. This committee will be formed by the end of the year to begin its work in
January.



Form a Search Committee. The formation of this committee is dependent on the
completion of work by the Profile Committee. Most likely the Search Committee
will be formed and begin its work around Easter, after the Vestry and the Bishop
have approved the Parish Profile. The Vestry has voted to conduct an “assisted
search” which means that all applicants will be screened and background checked
by the Diocese before the Search Committee receives those names. This is something that has to be completed anyway and having it done up front should shorten
the process by 4-6 weeks. The Search Committee will review applications and conduct interviews during the late spring and summer of 2015 and will select one or
more candidates to refer to the Vestry for consideration.



Extend the call to our next rector. Once the Vestry has voted on a final candidate,
an official call will be extended to that person, services will be negotiated and a
letter of agreement drawn up and signed with our new rector.



Welcome our new rector into our life and ministry. Following the above process
we could potentially have our new rector by late fall 2015.

is Senior Warden of the St.
Mark’s Vestry. Please contact
her at:
janet.vestry@gmail.com
541-535-2734.

Margaret Bell
is Junior Warden of the St.
Mark’s Vestry. Please contact

St. Mark’s
Vestry
Class of 2015
Margaret Bell (Jr. Warden)
Jerry Nilles
Phyllis Robertson
Ramona Templin
Class of 2016
Bob Wille
Julie Drengson
Betsy Sharp
Debra McFadden
Class of 2017
Janet Alpine (Sr. Warden)
Susan Doyal
Cal Lanfear
John Richardson (Clerk)
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A caution: The above is a “best case” scenario and assumes few if any bumps in the
road. As we all know, life is seldom without bumps and this timeline could be extended for many reasons. We will keep you informed each step of the way and there will
be many opportunities for you to provide input. We encourage and welcome your
questions. Even more, we encourage and welcome your prayers as we move forward.
Blessings,
Executive Committee
Janet Alpine, Sr. Warden
Margaret Bell, Jr. Warden
John Richardson, Clerk
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FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles
SEPTEMBER OFFERINGS WERE A LITTLE OVER 2013 and $3,224 more than budgeted …
both a good thing. Expenses were $167 over budgeted or very close to our goal. So far
we are $35,461 short (but had thought we would be $51,906 short). Due to Rev. Anne
and Tom’s generous gift of their time, and a much reduced rector salary, we might
finish the year in better shape. Kevin estimates we will be about $10,000 short of
meeting all our expenses.
We have other news to share. St. Mark’s was remembered in Arlene and Tom Bolton’s
estate. They gave $67,000 to the building fund and $39,000 to the St. Mark’s
endowment fund. We are very grateful for their generous gift.
The finance committee is looking for new members. We are a sub-committee of the
Vestry. Final decisions are made at the Vestry. The three year term starts in February.
See me (Kit) if you have an interest in joining. Members meet at 10 am on the second
Wednesday and we keep the meeting to an hour. Members do take on additional jobs
such as reviewing insurance, monitoring investments, building a budget, or doing the
annual audit … not difficult jobs but important to insure we are financially responsible.

Kevin Klabunde
is the St. Mark’s Finance
Administrator. For more
information, please contact
him at:
kevinklabunde@msn.com

Don Ogren
is our Treasurer. Please
contact him at:
dogren@mac.com

Kit Nilles
chairs the 2014 Finance
Committee.

AUGUST 2014
Actual

YEAR TO DATE 2014
Budget

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

Please contact her at:
knilles@q.com
Committee members:
Carol Hamlin

INCOME

$

26,323

$

23,099

$

222,025

$

208,072

EXPENSES

$

27,476

$

27,644

$

257,487

$

259,978

($

1,153)

($

4,545)

($

36,461)

($

51,906)

NET GAIN (LOSS)

Cal Lanfear
Margaret Bell
Bobbie Middaugh
Barbara Holley

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 2 …
Daylight Saving Time ends in the United States on Sunday,
November 2, at 2 am. Please remember to set your clock
back one hour on Saturday evening and catch up on the
sleep you lost in March when the clocks moved forward and
Daylight Saving Time began.
What will you do with the extra hour you find?
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MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans
IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER our music ensembles are busy learning the music for
Advent and Christmas, as well as music for All Saints, Christ the King, and “regular”
Sundays. If you’d like to join the Bell Ensemble or the Chancel Choir, please come to a
regular rehearsal on a Thursday evening: bells at 6:15 in the Music Room beneath the
parish hall and the Chancel Choir in the church at 7:30. We’d love to have you join us.
As always, please contact me if you have any comments or suggestions for the music
area.

Peggy Evans
is the Music and Choir
Director for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact
her, she can be reached
at:

A Classified Ad:
For our Darkest Night service on December 21, we need a clear glass or plastic bowl (a
good punch bowl size) in which to put sand and lighted candles. If you can loan us the
use of one (or give it to us permanently!) we’d appreciate it. Please contact Peggy Evans.

541-482-3075

OUTREACH … by Christian Mathisen
THANKSGIVING IS THIS MONTH AND TIME for the annual St. Mark’s basket drive! This
year our annual campaign will feed 150 needy Medford families, and 30 friendship baskets to members of the parish. We need your support this year, both financially and
with basket assembly.

Pat Ayers
chairs the Outreach
Committee. If you wish to
contact her, she can be
reached at:
541-608-7653
The Outreach Committee:
Pat Ayers (Chair)
Bobbie Fasel
Barbara Holley
Earl King
Olive Lansburgh
Christian Mathisen
Marilyn Myers
Kit Nilles
Rita Shale
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How much to give? Costs have increased again since last year. Based on last year’s average cost $35 will purchase one full basket for a family of four to six. $60 will feed a
family of eight to ten. We will reach 50 families through the Family Nurturing Center,
25 families through Vital Links and 75 families through the West Medford Schools.
Please make your contributions out to St. Mark's Church--Thanksgiving Fund.
For the friendly baskets we ask that you bake cookies or small cakes to place into the
baskets. We will be creating the friendly baskets as well as the pre-basket assembly on
Saturday, November 22 starting at 9 am and volunteers are needed for that day as well. Please call
Marilyn Myers or Christian Mathisen for more details.
Final basket assembly will be on Sunday, November 23
between the 8 and 10 services. We will also need volunteers for basket delivery on Tuesday, November 25.
We need truck drivers and helping hands from 8 to 9
am. Last year the baskets were assembled in record
time and we had many people who helped deliver. For
further details, please call Christian Mathisen (5352734).
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OUTREACH … Continued
Family Nurturing Center Christmas Gifts … Coming soon!
It is nearly time once again for the fun of purchasing gifts for Family Nurturing Center
kids! The “Very Early, Very Thankful Christmas Tree” is coming soon to the parish hall.
This year there will be single tags on the tree for “only children” and “family bundles”
to help ensure multiple children within a family receive somewhat equal generosity.
Parishioners will have the opportunity to “share a family,” perhaps shopping together
and enjoying a little Advent fellowship!
Following the example of one wise St. Mark’s parishioner last year, the goal is to
provide “one want and one need” for each child. Tags will offer toy suggestions along
with sizes for clothing or a request for another particularly necessary item. Thank you
in advance for bringing joy to a child’s Christmas!
Pantry report
On Saturday, October 11, The Medford Food Project collected 28,000 pounds of food.
St Mark's received 56 boxes for a total of 2,154 pounds of food! Thanks to Randy
Doyle, Earl King, Joan Loveless, Christian Mathisen, Peter Nelson and Rita Shale for
their hard work that day!

Marilyn Myers
and

Penny Klabunde
serve as representatives of
St. Mark’s on the Family
Nurturing Center Board.

There has been a gradual decline in the number of people coming to the Pantry this
summer. This has allowed us to save some money from our expenditures. However,
we are always ready to serve those who come each week. If you know of anyone who
needs food, let them know about the pantry. Thank you.

Diaper Bags for New Moms
A great big thanks to all of St. Mark’s who
participated in the diaper bag assembly effort in
October. The agency that gives diaper bags to needy
families extended their most sincerest thanks and
words of appreciation to all of St. Mark’s who
contributed to the project. They stressed how
important these bags are to their program. Good job
everyone!
Christian Mathisen, Kevin Klabunde and
Penny Klabunde, assembling bags

A Sunday School Thank You
"THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who has contributed supplies to the Sunday School! Your
generosity is heart-warming and helpful. Thanks to all of you, our supply needs have
been met. Thank you, also, to those who volunteered to teach while I am out of
town: Kathy Garrett, Gail Plowman and Karen Meyerding. I am very grateful that the
children will have such excellent teachers! We continue to covet your prayers." - Pam
Boston
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HEALTH AND HEALING … by Nancy Miles
TO CONTINUE OUR LOOK AT EARLY SIGNS OF ALZHEIMER’S and see how they differ
from age-related changes as was promised in September, 2014:

Nancy Miles
Serves the people of St.
Mark’s as parish nurse.
Please contact Nancy at:
541-644-4314
or email her at:
nancy42miles@gmail.com

6. New problems with words in speaking or in writing cause problems following or
joining a conversation. People with this type of dementia may stop in the middle of a
conversation and have no idea how to continue or they may repeat themselves. They
may struggle with vocabulary, have problems finding the right word or call things by
the wrong name (e.g., calling a “watch” a “hand-clock.” NOTE: Sometimes having trouble finding the right word is a typical age-related change.
7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps leads persons to put things
in unusual places. They may lose things and be unable to go back over their steps to
find them again. Sometimes, they may accuse others of stealing. This may occur more
frequently as time passes. NOTE: Misplacing things from time to time and retracing
steps (actually or mentally) to find them. (I find I am saying prayers to a patron saint of
lost things more often when I am too busy doing too many things.)
8. People with Alzheimer’s may experience changes in decision making as a result of
decreased or poor judgment. For example, they may use poor judgment when dealing
with money. Their desire to be kind or generous may result in them giving large
amounts of money to telemarketers or disreputable charities. They may pay less
attention to grooming or keeping themselves clean.
NOTE: Haven’t we all made an age-related bad decision once in a while?
9. Persons with this condition may start to remove themselves from hobbies, social
activities, work projects or sports. They may have trouble keeping up with a favorite
sports team or remembering how to complete a favorite hobby. They may also avoid
being social because of the changes they have experienced. It is difficult for them to
deal with the amount of stimulation they have to try to comprehend in social
settings. Withdrawal simplifies things for them. My father prided himself on keeping
the leaves off the front porch with a blower. When that blower “died” and was replaced by a new one, he no longer attempted to blow off the leaves from the
porch. He was unable to learn how the new blower worked. NOTE: Feeling weary of
work, family and social obligations is a typical age-related change.
10. The mood and personalities of people with Alzheimer’s can change. They can become confused, suspicious, depressed, fearful and anxious. They may be easily upset
at home, work, with friends or in places where they are out of their comfort zone. Behaviors that have been well controlled in social settings may be observed because
these persons sometimes have no inhibitions. NOTE: A typical age-related change is
becoming irritable when a routine is disrupted, especially after you have established
very specific ways of doing things.
Mark Your Calendars!! In response to popular request Health and Healing has developed a spiritual program for the first Sunday in December to tie in with Advent. It will
take place at the Forum time. The format will differ from last March's "Spiritual Assessment." Please come and enrich yourselves.
Nancy
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MEN’S BREAKFAST … by

P
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Don Ogren

THIS MONTH, JERRY NILLES, with help, will be cooking up a storm for the next men's
breakfast on Saturday November 8 at 8 am. (However, I have not heard him promise
crab!) But, there will be the usual good conversation and bible discussion. Come join
us! Email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN … by Molly Kerr
HOLIDAY LUNCHEON ON THE HORIZON! Mark your calendars now!
When:
Time:
Where:
Why:
Attire:
Bring:
Agenda:

November 22, 2014
Noon to 2:00ish
Rogue Valley Country Club
To jump start ourselves for the Holiday season ahead!
Something festive
A holiday story to share
Short discussion about upcoming Advent Tea on December 14,
any St. Mark's-FNC needs and to fellowship and have fun together.

All St. Mark's women and guests and invited!
RSVP to Molly, MLKerr7@aol.com or Debra, dmcfad1006@aol.com

Molly Kerr
Is President of the St.
Mark’s ECW. Please
contact her at:
541-779-9810
or by email at:
mlkerr7@aol.com

THANK YOU FROM BARB! … by Barb Morris
“Dear St. Mark’s Family,
Words are inadequate to express the depth of my gratitude for each and every one of
you. Your celebration of Jed’s and my time with you on September 28th felt so good –
full of laughter and tears! I feel buoyed and supported by your love and prayers as we
venture east to the wilds of Bend.
Thank you also for the REI gift card. As you noted, I could use a new pair of boots after
our Camino. As you also noted, it gets cold over yonder, so new gloves may be in order,
also.
I will miss you, and therefore I look forward to
seeing you soon!
Much love,
Barb Morris
P.S. Bend is only 3 ½ hours away!”
Page 7

426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

541-773-3111
office@stmarks-medford.org
www.stmarks-medford.org

ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

MEDFORD, OR
Permit No. 626

NOVEMBER 2014
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

A prayer of
thanksgiving

and also on Facebook

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the
fruits of the earth in their season and for the labors of those
who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of
your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and
the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

— Collect for Thanksgiving Day (BCP, p. 246)

