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The road ahead 
While on my Camino trek 
earlier this year, I prayed for 
discernment. At first, I imagined 
God would give me a message, 
some sort of clear picture of 
what my future would look like.  
 
That’s not how discernment 
worked out for me, in the end.  
It was simply an invitation to 
put one foot in front of the 
other, trusting that God would 
make a way for me to walk.  
Over time, each step — taken in 
faith — was a prayer of its own.   
 
I imagine you would like to 
have a clearer picture of the 
road ahead for you and for St. 
Mark’s.  But my best guess is 
that the invitation will be a 
rather more simple call, an 
invitation to keep walking … 
and to let each step be a prayer 
that God will bless. 

THE ROAD GOES ON … by Father Jed 

Accordingly, I will not be a 
counselor to parishioners 
here.  I will not be available 
to officiate at weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, or other 
parish services. I do not 
expect to return to attend 
parish social activities (at 
least not until a new rector 
has been in office for at least 
a year). 
 
Those are the “norms” that 
pertain.  For many of you, 
there’s nothing surprising in 
any of this.  It needs to said, 
however, because everyone 
should know these things. 
 
But you should know 
something more.  You should 
know, also, that I will hold 
you deeply in my esteem and 
affection.  And you should 
know that I will hold you in 
my prayers through the days, 
weeks and months to come.   
 
 

By the time you receive this 
issue of Lion Tales, I will have 
celebrated my final service 
here at St. Mark’s.  The day 
will, most certainly, be 
bittersweet — both a chance 
to celebrate and a time of 
sad partings. 
 
We have shared many times 
of joy over the years.  And 
we have shared the burden 
of many other occasions of 
grief, as well.  In both the 
times of joy and of grief, it 
has been my privilege to be 
your pastor and priest.  I 
thank you for that privilege 
and honor. 
 
You should probably know 
that there are some “norms” 
for clergy after leaving a 
congregation. You should 
know that while I have 
offered my encouragement 
to your vestry, I have not 
advised them of what they 
should do next.  (They have 
met with the Canon to the 
Ordinary and received her 
good counsel in any event.) 
 
Additionally, I will turn over 
my keys to the wardens and 
(once my personal 
possessions have been 
picked up  by the movers!) 
will not return to my old 
office.  I will not have an 
office here and will not hold 
any “office” at St. Mark’s.  
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Jed Holdorph  
has served as the Rector of St. 
Mark’s Church since September 
2005. 

His last Sunday in that capacity was 
celebrated on September 28 of this 
year.  Some photos from that day 
are printed on page 11 of this issue 
of Lion Tales.  

If you are interested in following his 
future footsteps, he will continue to 
add postings to his blog at: 

 www.jholdorph.wordpress.com  
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VIEW FROM THE VESTRY … by Janet Alpine 

 
DEAR SISTERS & BROTHERS IN CHRIST, John Lennon is credited with the line “Life is 
what happens to you while you’re busy making other plans.”  That pretty much sums 
up the time since Jed announced his resignation to take a call to Trinity, Bend.  It cer-
tainly wasn’t in my plans to join the Vestry and accept the appointment as Senior War-
den.  God obviously had other plans and I’m honored and humbled to serve St. Mark’s 
during this time of transition. 
 
First a word of thanks to Jed:  You served St. Mark’s for nine years with faithfulness, 
compassion, and of course, humor.  You’ve led us through good times and some not so 
good times.  You were our pastor in every sense of the word.  We will miss you more 
than you can know or that we can express.  Blessings to you (and Barb!) now and al-
ways.   
 
We now move forward.  I’m so pleased Anne Bartlett and Tom Murphy have agreed to 
reprise the “Tom and Anne” show.  They will be with us beginning October 1 through 
November and beyond if needed.  All services, (Friday, Sunday and at the Rogue Valley 
Manor) will go on as usual.  In addition, Tom and Anne will rotate being in the office for 
one hour each week and pastoral care issues will be covered as needed.  A schedule 
will be published as soon as it’s available. 
 
The Vestry’s Executive Committee, composed of myself as Senior Warden; Margaret 
Bell, Junior Warden; and John Richardson, Clerk, are working hard to make sure that as 
few things as possible fall through the cracks during the transition. You can help us.  
Let one of us know if you notice something that isn’t getting done.   
 
By the time you read this, the Vestry will have met with Bishop Hanley’s assistant, Can-
on to the Ordinary Rev. Neysa Ellgren, who will provide us with the information we 
need to move forward.  I will report on that meeting as soon as possible. 
 
I saw a sign recently that said “Keep calm, expect change.”  It’s my new motto and one 
that will be important for all of us to remember in the coming months.  We are enter-
ing a new phase of ministry at St. Mark’s and for some it may be a time of anxiety.  
Nevertheless we have a wonderful opportunity ahead of us.  We have the chance to 
come to know more fully how our past affects our present and how our present will 
propel us into the future.  We have the chance to really listen to where the Spirit is 
leading us. 
 
In Isaiah 43:19 we hear God say “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it?”   
 
Blessings, 

Janet   

Janet Alpine 
is  Senior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.  Please contact 

her at: 

janet.vestry@gmail.com 

541-535-2734. 

 

Margaret Bell  
is  Junior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.  Please contact 

St. Mark’s 

        Vestry 
 
Class of 2015  

Margaret Bell (Jr. Warden) 

Jerry Nilles 

Phyllis Robertson 

Ramona Templin 

 

Class of 2016 

Bob Wille 

Julie Drengson 

Betsy Sharp 

Debra McFadden 

 

Class of 2017  

Janet Alpine (Sr. Warden) 

Susan Doyal 

Cal Lanfear 

John Richardson (Clerk) 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE … by Kit Nilles 

 

AUGUST FINANCIALS WERE BETTER THAN JULY.  We had two large prepaid pledges, 
which were substantial, and left us about $2,500 better than at this point last year. We 
are currently $3,466 over our projected income. Unhappily we are also slightly over on 
our projected expenses. Our water and electric were both over projected costs.  The 
diocese pledge payment is also more than projected, but will lead to a reduction in our 
liability to the diocese.   

The 2013 audit is completed and went to the Vestry in September.  As in the past, 
records are in good order and nothing alarming was noted. Work has already begun for 
the 2015 budget.  The committee felt we needed to project and budget for 
maintenance and capital improvements. That is not currently in the budget but is a real 
cost.   
 
We will realize some reduction in salary costs in the near term, with the costs of supply 
clergy projected to be less than the cost of a full-time rector.  When we have an 
interim later in the year, it may also be a bit less … but the cost is unknown at this time.  
 
We have a new member on the finance committee as Dave Myers’ workload increased 
and he had to resign. Bobbie Middaugh has agreed to take his place … thank you both 
and welcome to Bobbie.  
 
 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION/SOUTHERN CONVOCATION …  
 
The annual Diocesan Convention will be held this year in Salem, starting 
with worship and fellowship on Thursday, November 13, and continuing 
through November 15.  As part of the Thursday evening pre-convention 
event at St. Paul's, we have been asked bring individual packs of laundry 
soap.  You can add your part to the collection by bringing your packs to 
church between now and Convention in November.   
 
Preparations for the Convention will include the fall meeting of clergy and laity from 
across the Southern Convocation, gathering as St. Luke’s Church, in Grants Pass, on 
Saturday, October 11. 

 

AUGUST 2014 YEAR TO DATE 2014  

Actual Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

INCOME $      30,488 $     19,664 $       195,702 $     184,973 

EXPENSES $      28,113 $     27,217 $       230,011 $     232,335 

NET GAIN (LOSS) $        2,374 ($       7,555) ($        34,309) ($       47,362) 

Kevin Klabunde  
is the St. Mark’s Finance 
Administrator.  For more 
information, please contact 
him at: 

kevinklabunde@msn.com 

Don Ogren 
is our Treasurer.  Please 
contact him at: 

dogren@mac.com 

Kit Nilles 
chairs  the 2014 Finance 
Committee.   

Please contact her at: 

knilles@q.com 

Committee members: 

 Carol Hamlin 

Cal Lanfear 

 Margaret Bell 

        Bobbie Middaugh 

        Barbara Holley 
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Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans 
 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN our Chancel Choir or our Handbell Ensemble. Just come to 
a rehearsal on a Thursday evening: 6:15 pm for bells in the Music Room, beneath the 
parish hall, and 7:30 pm for the choir in the church. We heartily welcome new mem-
bers! 
 
Music at St. Mark’s—Marimbas 
The first concert for the new Music at St. Mark’s season will be on Sunday, October 26, 
at 3 pm, when the SOU Percussion students and Dr. Terry Longshore will present a con-
cert on marimbas. This will be a special concert!  
 
The marimba looks much like a xylophone, but the bars which are struck are made of 
wood, creating a much more warm sound.  And when you put several marimbas to-
gether at the same time, the sound is even warmer! It isn’t very often that we have the 
opportunity to hear a concert like this.  
 
As always, this concert is free. Come and bring a friend. A reception in the parish hall 
will follow the concert. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or comments about the St. Mark’s music program 
or the Music at St. Mark’s concerts, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP NOTES …  
 
CONTINUITY WILL BE THE GOAL for much of the worship we will enjoy in the coming 
months.  We are thrilled to welcome the Rev. Anne Bartlett and the Rev. Tom Murphy 
as our primary worship leaders/preachers in October and at least into November. They 
will be familiar faces and voices for us, offering continuity in this new season.  In addi-
tion to the Sunday mornings, they will make sure our regular schedule of midweek ser-
vices at St. Mark’s and the Rogue Valley Manor continue. 
 
Pet Blessing on Sunday, October 5 
The annual Pet Blessing will also continue, again following the pattern we have enjoyed 
in recent years.  Bring your pets to the service at 10 am and we will, in the midst of 
that public service, celebrate them and ask God’s blessing upon them. 
 
For all that’s the same, there will be something new this year.  We don’t want anyone 
left out, so if you don’t have a pet of your own, you could bring a stuffed animal to the 
service that day.  We’ll bless new stuffed animals brought in for the occasion and then 
offer them to the children at the Family Nurturing Center.   
 
So bring a pet on Sunday, October 5.  Alive or stuffed, they all speak of love. 

Worship  

      Commission  

 meets on the 3rd Monday of 
each month. Members are: 

Peggy Evans 
Janet Alpine 
Pat Ayers 
Victoria King 
John Richardson 
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OUTREACH … by Pat Ayers 

 
THE MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT is seeking Neighborhood Coordinator volunteers to sign 
up food donors in their neighborhoods.  After signing up one's neighbors, an empty 
green bag is left for pick up six Saturdays a year.  The green bags are delivered to the 
Medford Food Project site (located at Access site behind Costco) for weighing and 
distribution. 
 
After the food is weighed, it is placed into banana boxes and then evenly distributed 
between the participating food pantries, which includes St. Mark's weekly food pantry.  
St. Mark's volunteers working at the Access site deliver the food to St. Mark's garage 
for storage.  There is a need for volunteers for a few hours that collection Saturday at 
the site, too. 
 
Neighborhood Coordinators phone or e-mail their donors the week of the picking up of 
the food to remind them to have their green bags outside their front door by 9 am   An 
empty green bag and a thank you note are left at the door for the next pick up in two 
months. 
 
The Medford Food Project, originating in Ashland, is a grass roots volunteer 
organization and is not part of Access.  It only uses Access for its large collection and 
distribution area.  
 
For further information on becoming a Neighborhood Coordinator, contact Pat Ayers 
at (541) 608-7653.  For volunteering at the Medford Food Project drop-off site, contact 
Earl King at (541) 535-6657.   
 
 
Pantry Report  
Summer is slowly coming to a close. We are seeing wonderful vegetables from 
personal and community gardens, beautiful heirloom tomatoes, squash, peppers and 
herbs. Just delightful food this time of year!   
 

In  August , we fed 248 families, 344 children 
and a total of 876 people. This is quieter than 
the rest of the year which may indicate 
seasonal work for our clients. We actually fed 
more in August this year than in July or 
September of last year. 
 
We truly appreciate the Food on the Fourth 
gathering here at St. Mark’s, it does help. For 
the next couple of months, please add canned 
cranberries to your bags for Thanksgiving.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 

Committee.  If you wish to 

contact her, she can be 

reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The Outreach Committee: 

Pat Ayers (Chair) 

Bobbie Fasel 

Barbara Holley 

Earl King 

Kristen & Adam Kurth 

Susan Ladue 

Olive Lansburgh 

Christian Mathisen 

Marilyn Myers 

Kit Nilles 

Rita Shale 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE … continued 

 
Many thanks to Susan and Randy Doyal, Kit Nilles, Rita Shale, Mark Adrian, Barb Holley 

and Earl and Victoria King who spent a great 
day on September 6 helping Habitat for Hu-
manity paint a home in Central Point. This 
was in celebration of the Habitat family’s 
having finally paid off their home loan to 
Habitat.  We also had the great pleasure of 
Father Tom Murphy joining us, sharing a 
blessing for our lunch and our work. This 
was a part of our regular Outreach program 
at St Mark’s: participating in Habitat for Hu-
manity’s Apostles’ Build Program. 
 
Then on September 13th Rita Shale, Dave 
McFadden, John Graham, Peter Nelson, Jan 
Martin and Earl King joined Habitat in work-

ing on land-
scaping on the 
54th home to 
be built in the 
Rogue Valley 
since Habitat 
started here in 
1987. The 
home owners 
and their 10 
year-old son 
worked along-
side us. It was 
terrific to meet 

them and hear how much they were looking forward 
living in a home with good heating and a secure envi-
ronment.  
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of our wonderful 
“apostles” who came out to work together, generously 
sharing their time and effort to enrich the lives of these 
families and ensure them safe and healthy homes. 
 
Please come and join us on our next build with Habitat, 
no experience needed-only the willingness to share in 
the joy of doing something good for others! 
 
 
 

From left:  Rita Shale, Randy Doyal, Susan Doyal,  Mark Adrian, Kit Nilles, Victoria King,  

Barbara Holley 

From left:  The homeowner’s son, John Graham, Peter Nelson, Jan Martin, Earl King,  

Dave McFadden, Rita Shale 

From Left:  Mark Adrian, Randy Doyal, Susan Doyal, Earl King, 

Victoria King, Barbara Holley, Rita Shale, Fr. Tom Murphy 
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FAMILY NURTURING CENTER … Penny Klabunde & Marilyn Meyers 

 
The Family Nurturing Center Expansion 
Two new “satellite” centers have opened to serve more children and families.  The 
Grants Pass location (two classrooms) opened in early September, followed by two 
more Medford classrooms at the Kids Unlimited Academy Charter School.  If you 
receive this edition of the Lion’s Tale before October 4th, please consider joining a 
wonderful crowd of people that evening at the Family Nurturing Center’s main 
fundraiser of the year, The Magic Hours, at Kids Unlimited.  Guests will enjoy music, 
food, entertainment and tours the new classrooms!  Please contact Marilyn 
Myers (541) 890-8074 or Penny Klabunde (541) 690-2855 for with questions or for 
tickets. 
 
 
Diaper Bag Project 
When Coti Enders with the Women's Health Center called and ask if we could possibly 
provide the diaper bags again she stated she has never seen it this bad before. The 
nurses use the bags as a gift for home visits of high risk families. Many of these new 
moms and dads have never had good role models and they don't know how to parent. 
Many suffered from abuse and neglect as children and currently have no support 
system to help them through the tough times. Some are struggling with substance 
abuse. St. Marks Outreach has been doing this project for many years and we are 
proud to support these nurses as they work to help these families. We will be 
assembling the diaper bags October 12 in the parish hall between services.  See 
Marilyn Myers or Penny Klabunde for more information. 
 
Time for Thanksgiving 
Thanksgiving will be here soon which means the annual St Mark’s basket drive! This 
year our annual campaign will feed 150 needy Medford families through the Medford 
Schools, the Family Nurturing Center and Safe Place for women and children and 30 
friendship baskets to members of the parish. We need all your support this year, both 
financially and with basket assembly. 
 
Costs have increased again this year. Based on last year’s average cost, $35 will 
purchase one full basket for a family of four to six.  $60 will feed a family of eight to 
ten. Please make your contributions out to St. Mark's Church -- Thanksgiving Fund.  For 
the friendly baskets we ask that you consider baking cookies or small cakes to place 
into the baskets. We will be creating the friendly baskets as well as the pre-basket 
assembly on Saturday, November 22 and volunteers are needed for that day as well. 
Please call Marilyn Myers or Christian Mathisen for more details. 
 
Final basket assembly will be on Sunday, November 23 between the 8 and 10 am 
services. We will also need volunteers for basket delivery on Tuesday, November 25. 
We need truck drivers and helping hands from 8 to 9 am. Last year the baskets were 
assembled in record time and we had many people who helped deliver. For further 
details, please call Christian Mathisen (541) 535-2734. Thank you! 
 

Marilyn Myers 
and 

Penny Klabunde 
serve as representatives of 
St. Mark’s on the Family 
Nurturing Center Board.  

 

tel:541-890-8074
tel:541-690-2855
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Nancy Miles  
Serves the people of  St. 
Mark’s as parish nurse. 

 

Please contact Nancy at: 

541-644-4314 

or email her at: 

nancy42miles@gmail.com 
   

HEALTH AND HEALING  … by Nancy Miles 

 
I KNOW THAT THIS MONTH WAS TO BE DEVOTED to the remaining five Early Signs and 
Symptoms of Alzheimer’s.  However, since the Lion Tales piece for September was due 
before Fr. Jed made his departure announcement, I wasn’t able to speak about dealing 
with his moving away.  So this month let me share some ways of coping with missing 
someone you care about. 
 
1. First, give yourself time to miss the persons who have left.  Allow the sad-

ness.  Trying to avoid missing those who meant something to you only puts off 
what needs to be done to begin healing. Journal your feelings of sadness. 

2. After a while of being sad, use some of your alone time to think about the positive 
reasons they moved away.  Say a prayer that they are received by their new com-
munity in ways that will be enriching and supportive of the goals they had before 
relocating. 

3. Then begin to do things that distract you from the “missing” feelings.  Find some-
thing to keep you busy like volunteering or devoting yourself to a hobby.   

4. Have some fun.  The persons you miss would want you to be happy and enjoying 
the company of others. Talk about your experiences with others who are also miss-
ing the persons who have left.   

5. Remember all that you shared together.  You can be happy tomorrow because of 
being grateful for yesterday. 

6. Social networking is a wonderful tool to help you keep in touch with those you 
miss.  (We all know that Fr. Jed loves to blog.  Join him and let him know you are 
keeping in touch.) 

7. Lastly, set a big goal or mission.  Focus on something in your life that is personal 
and challenging that will keep your mind off the “missing.”  Do a family tree.  Write 
a poem or short story.  Make a quilt. Be creative in a way that expresses who you 
are.  

 
Flu season is here and lasts through March.  It is recommended 
that everyone receive vaccine protection.  There are numerous 
opportunities at pharmacies, physician offices, and the health 
department to receive one.  Medicare does cover the 
cost.  Also, please use precautions to prevent the spread of 
infection.  This includes washing your hands thoroughly 
(singing "Happy Birthday" twice while doing so), using and dis-
posing of tissues properly, and using sanitizer frequent-
ly.  Should the virus become a real problem in our community 
it is best to avoid shaking hands as well.   
 
Let us pray the Holy Spirit will support and guide our parish family during this transition 
process.  We have much work to do.  We may have to let go of some things in order to 
be open to new creative ideas. I see this time as being a birthing process, lots of labor 
to bring forth new life for our parish. Let us depend on God’s grace to carry us through. 
 
        Nancy 

mailto:nancy42miles@gmail.com
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A PASTORAL MESSAGE ON CLIMATE CHANGE  …  
 
WE ARE UNITED AS CHRISTIAN LEADERS in our concern for the well-being of our 
neighbors and of God’s good creation that provides life and livelihood for all God’s 
creatures. Daily we see and hear the evidence of a rapidly changing climate. Glaciers 
are disappearing, the polar ice cap is melting, and sea levels are rising. Incidents of 
pollution created dead zones in seas and the ocean and toxic algae growth in water 
supplies are occurring with greater frequency. Most disturbingly, the concentration of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is rising at an unprecedented rate. At the same time 
we also witness in too many instances how the earth’s natural beauty, a sign of God’s 
wonderful creativity, has been defiled by pollutants and waste. 
 
Many have reacted to these changes with grief and anger. In their outrage some have 
understandably focused on the neglect and carelessness, both in private industry and 
in government regulation, that have contributed to these changes. However, an honest 
accounting requires a recognition that we all participate both as consumers and 
investors in economies that make intensive and insistent demands for energy. ... 
 
While an accounting of climate change that has credibility and integrity must include 
our own repentance, we find our hope in the promise of God’s own faithfulness to the 
creation and humankind and in the liberation that comes from God’s promise. 
 
God, who made the creation and made it good, has not abandoned it. Daily the Spirit 
continues to renew the face of the earth. All who care for the earth and work for the 
restoration of its vitality can be confident that they are not pursuing a lost cause. We 
serve in concert with God’s own creative and renewing power. 
 
… While the challenge may seem daunting, the Spirit’s abundant gifts for service 
empower us to find common cause with people who exercise countless insights and 
skills, embodied in hundreds of occupations and trades. We have good reason to hope 
in all the ways God’s grace is at work among us. We can commend ourselves to the 
work before us with confidence in God’s mercy. 
 
Opportunities to act imaginatively and courageously abound in all our individual 
callings. The Holy Spirit’s work in us leads us as faithful consumers and investors in a 
global economy to make responsible choices to reduce energy use, carbon emissions, 
and the wasteful consumption of water and other natural resources. As citizens, we 
have voices to use in educating children about the climate and in shaping public and 
corporate policies that affect the environment. The Spirit has also given us our voices 
to contribute our witness to public discussion of just and responsible use of natural 
resources. 
 
… We are not powerless to act and we are not alone. “We have the power of the Holy 
Spirit and the indwelling Spirit of Christ to give us hope and courage.” 
 
The present moment is a critical one, filled with both challenge and opportunity to act 
as faithful individuals and churches in solidarity with God’s good creation. 

Katharine Jefferts  

     Schori is the Presiding 

Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church.   

 
 The text of this message is an 

excerpt of a pastoral message 
from her, together with the 
heads of the Anglican Church 
of Canada, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada.  

 
 The full text is available online 

at: 
     www.episcopalchurch.org  
  

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/notice/pastoral-message-climate-change
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Molly Kerr  

Is President of the St. 
Mark’s ECW.  Please 
contact her at: 

541-779-9810 

or by email at: 

mlkerr7@aol.com 

MEN’S BREAKFAST … by  Don Ogren 

 
WE ARE ALL SET WITH ANOTHER GOOD MEN'S BREAKFAST on 
Saturday, October 11 at 8 am, with Jerry Nilles and John Graham 
(glad to have you back, John) primed to cook. We are hoping 
Father Tom will join us to lead the Bible discussion and we look 
forward to having everyone there. Email Don Ogren at 
dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend. 
 
 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN … by Molly Kerr 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) WILL BE NEEDING TO BE STRONG during this time 
of transition. We will get together more often so we can hold together and be of assis-
tance wherever needed. St Mark's will be needing all of us. As we say goodbye to Fr. 
Jed and Barb and their family we will look toward the future and what God has in store 
for us. Change is a certainty in life. Stay tuned for the next luncheon where we will re-
group. In the meantime, cling together, reach out to others and give lots of hugs. 
Women are the nurturers.   Blessings. 
 
 

A BLESSING FOR JED AND BARB …  
 
WE SAID GOODBYE to Father Jed and Barb on September 28 (see photos on facing 
page). Here’s a Celtic blessing used as part of the day’s festivities: 
 

May the blessing of light be on you, light without and light within. 

May the blessed sunlight shine on you and warm your heart till it glows like a 
great peat fire, so that the stranger may come and warm himself at it, and 
also a friend. 

And may the light shine out of the eyes of you, like candles set in the windows 
of a house, bidding the wanderer to come in out of the storm. 

And may the blessing of the rain be on you — the soft sweet rain.  May it fall 
upon your spirit so that all the little flowers may spring up and shed their 
sweetness on the air.  And may the blessing of the great rains be on you — 
may they rest upon your spirit and wash it fair and clean and leave there 
many a shining pool where the blue of heaven shines and sometimes a star. 

And may the blessing of the earth be on you — the great round earth.  May 
you ever have a kindly greeting for others you pass as you are going along 
the road.  May the earth be soft under you when you set out upon it, tired at 
the end of a day, and may it rest easy over you when, at the last you lay out 
under it; may it rest so lightly over you that your soul may be out from under 
it quickly, and up and out, and on its way to God. 

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly. 

mailto:dogren@mac.com
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In celebration  

of the Feast of St. Francis,  

we celebrate  

the Blessing of Animals …  

 

ST. MARK’S CHURCH 

Sunday, October 5 @ 10 am 

Come and join the fun! 

And if you don’t own a pet ... 

Invite the animals of friends and relations 

or  

Bring a stuffed animal to share with FNC! B
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