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THE OTHER HALF OF THE YEAR … by Rev. Tom Murphy
Adapted from Keeping the
Church Year by Rev. H. Boone
Porter

After Trinity Sunday (June
15 this year) everything
becomes different. The
Eucharistic community of
the parish begins a long
series of quiet, ordinary
Sundays which continue
on through the other half
of the Church Year. The
first half of the Christian
liturgical year begins with
Advent and ends on
Pentecost (June 8), and is
a series of short, dramatic
seasons each with very
focused themes.
Let us face the fact that
this period in the second
half of the year is not
really a season at all in the
sense that Advent or
Christmastide or Lent are
seasons. Those shorter
and more intense periods
of the Church Year are
each devoted to particular
themes, and those themes
are expressed in the Bible
readings, psalms,
preaching, prayers and
hymns of each season. It
is evident that the series
of weeks we have in the
summer and fall simply do
not constitute a season in
that sense. The fact is

that these summer and
autumnal Sundays are just
plain ordinary Sundays.
They are designated
numerically for
convenience, because
there is really no special
doctrinal or theological
sequence within them.
No seasonal theme is
there. In the calendar of
the Roman Catholic
Church these Sundays are,
in fact, called "Sundays in
Ordinary Time".
Pentecost is
one day. All
that follows
in the
liturgical
year is the
Season
AFTER Pentecost, not of
Pentecost! That long
season soon to begin is
the season of the
persistence of the
Church's Spiritempowered mission. The
season is long. So is the
time from the beginning
of Salvation to its
fulfillment - for the
individual believer, and for
the world. We are called
to patient, committed
perseverance in witness to
Our Lord, in the power of
the Divine Spirit.

EVERYONE.

Most of the Gospel passages
in this half of the year
present Our Lord's parables,
miracles and teaching from
his ministry in Galilee. They
represent most of what we
know about the ministry and
teaching of Jesus, and they
are all from the Gospel of
Matthew, in this Year A of
the three-year cycle of
readings for the Eucharist. It
is certainly appropriate for
the Church to concentrate
on this for half a year. The
Epistles for this period
present doctrinal teaching,
mostly from St. Paul, and
this year, mostly from his
Letter to the Romans, which
some interpreters call "The
Gospel according to Paul"!
The Old Testament lessons
usually have some thematic
relation to the Epistle or
Gospel. I encourage you,
each Sunday, to see if you
can discern what that
relation is, and reflect on
how a sermon of yours
would examine and apply
that theme to our life as
Christian believers today,
since all these portions of
Scripture have meanings
which relate to us and our
lives in the here and now.

Rev. Tom Murphy
If you have any comments or feedback
to offer, please feel free to call him at
the church office or you can email at:
tommurphy930@q.com
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FINANCE … by Kit Nilles
IN THE MONTH OF MAY both expenses and projected pledges were down a bit. Year to
date we had less of a projected deficit then we expected. Insurance, investments, and
leases are all in good order.

Kevin Klabunde
is the St. Mark’s Finance
Administrator. For more
information, please contact
him at:
kevinklabunde@msn.com

Don Ogren
is our Treasurer. Please
contact him at:
dogren@mac.com

At our April meeting we discussed the projected 2015 budget. It was decided to await
the outcome of the meeting regarding our Diocese Program Assessment held after our
meeting with representatives from Diocesan Council. That work is not complete and
will have a big impact … particularly when we start to pay our full assessment. That
decision will be made by the Vestry.
Susan Ladue is working on a grant application for $20,000 to replace the roof on Hafer
House. The grant would be through the state Historical Commission. Our estimate for
the cost of the replacement is about $36,000 plus an unknown amount to repair/
replace dry rot around the building.

APRIL 2014

Kit Nilles
chairs the 2014 Finance
Committee.
Please contact her at:
knilles@q.com

Actual

YEAR TO DATE 2014
Budget

YTD Actual

YTD Budget

INCOME

$

24,730

$

21,493

$

104,801

EXPENSES

$

37,899

$

38,124

$

119,000

$

120,637

($ 16,631)

($

14,200)

($

21,720)

NET GAIN (LOSS)

($ 13, 169)

$

98,917

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans
AS WE ALL SWITCH TO A SUMMER SCHEDULE, please take a moment to thank the
members of the St. Mark’s Chancel Choir and the St. Mark’s Handbell Ensemble. Pentecost, June 8, will be the last Sunday for both of these groups. The members give generously of their time throughout the year, meeting every week for rehearsal, plus their
time on Sunday mornings. They now all deserve a more relaxed schedule and perhaps
fewer visits to church. They will return in September!

Peggy Evans
is the Music and Choir
Director for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact
her, she can be reached
at:
541-482-3075
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The members of the Handbell Ensemble spent Friday evening, May 9, and all day Saturday, May 10 at the Siskiyou Handbell Festival, held at Ashland Middle School. Approximately 150 ringers from California, Oregon, and Washington got together to rehearse
pieces and to attend classes. Although we were tired when we left the Festival, it was a
good experience.
We have tentatively scheduled a summer choir Sunday on August 3. Interested singers
will come early that Sunday morning and learn the music for the 10 AM service. More
details will come in next month’s Lion’s Tale.
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‘POPPIES AND PRAYERS’ FROM THE CAMINO … by Jed Holdorph
POPPIES HAVE “POPPED” UP IN SOME OF THE PHOTOS I’ve posted on Facebook. In truth, I
haven’t given them their due; they’ve been even more “popular” than I’ve shown.
The beauties of nature have been all around us. We’ve enjoyed the birds familiar to us and
we’ve been delighted to see birds we don’t have back home (most notably storks!). And we’ve
heard bird songs that are familiar, as well as songs that are exotic to us. (Most amusing to us
has been the repetitive song of “cuckoo” from the trees nearby, which seems to ridicule us for
this crazy plan of a very long walk!)
We’ve seen sheep and cattle and horses, too. But we don’t put cow bells on our horses, as they
do in parts of France and Spain, it seems.
The vegetation seems to change daily. We walk through forests and woodlands one day. We
walk along fields of wheat and row upon row of vineyards the next. And each day, we see
flowers. Some are like the ones we have back home. Others are new and wondrous to behold.
Each day seems to offer us something new, as we walk from one ecosystem into another.
But for all that changes, some features have recurred and have “popped” up to delight us over
and over each day. Yes, the poppies.
This was our view today, as we sat once more among the poppies:
John Brierley has written what is surely the most
popular guidebook for the Camino among Englishspeaking peregrinos. He offers both practical advice
and deeper reflections for those on a spiritual
journey.
In one of his reflections, Brierley offers a prayer
appropriate for those of us who stop to savor a
simple lunch of bread and cheese amidst the flora
and fauna of Spain. It seemed only right to offer such
a prayer today, so we used this version of the prayer,
by Alice C. Henderson, as we sat once more and gave
thanks for blessings along the Way:
The silver rain
The shining sun
The fields where scarlet poppies run
And all the ripples in the wheat
Are in the bread that we do eat
So when we sit at every meal
With grateful hearts we always feel
That we are eating rain and sun
And fields where scarlet poppies run.
Posted on http://jholdorph.wordpress.com/ “The View From Here” on May 19, 2014.
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FAMILY NURTURING CENTER … by Penny Klabunde
OUR PREVIOUS COLUMN FEATURED A THANK-YOU LETTER from Executive Director
Mary-Curtis Gramley. In that letter, she indicated that St. Mark’s sponsors one child/
family for a full year of services. Here is the story of that child and family (names
changed to respect privacy).
SETH’S STORY

Marilyn Myers
and

Penny Klabunde
serve as representatives of
St. Mark’s on the Family
Nurturing Center Board.

Seth is a two year old boy with beautiful brown eyes. His family was referred to FNC by
a community partner agency specializing in alcohol and drug treatment. Seth’s parents
are engaged in substance abuse recovery for methamphetamine and heroin addiction.
The family came to the attention of DHS/Child Welfare due to safety threats to the
children stemming from addiction, domestic violence and chronic child neglect. At the
time, the family, including four children under the age of six, was living out doors under a bridge. The children had several physical ailments including malnourishment. In
addition, they experienced social-emotional developmental delays due to the impact
of chronic neglect in their early life experience. The family began using FNC services
including play therapy, parent-baby group, and a therapeutic classroom. They also
used respite child care and participated in Family Fun Nights.
Seth’s early life experiences negatively impacted his social-emotional growth, making it
difficult for him to learn and play in group settings. Seth was often very anxious and
unable to concentrate. He had daily tantrums, screaming, kicking, biting, and running
from caregivers. These behaviors had made it difficult for him to be in “regular” classes
and caused him to be dismissed from a community child care program. Additional factors that impact Seth's ability to cope and adapt are his parents’ struggles with mental
health issues that include depression and anxiety from the death of their first born
child.
Four months ago Seth, his brother and parents began parent/child therapy at FNC.
Since starting therapy Seth has increased his ability to control his emotions so the tantrum, bite and run away behavior dramatically decreased. His appetite has increased
and he is generally healthier. Seth has increased his ability to share, to wait his turn,
and to respond empathetically to injured peers. At
the same time, Seth’s parents have increased their
ability to provide a balance of nurture-structure parenting.
Seth’s dramatic social-emotional growth is partly due
to his FNC teacher. She is a role model for his parents
by providing a consistent, predictable, calm environment that his parents are implementing at home.
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FAMILY NURTURING CENTER (Continued)
Seth’s parents are determined to break the generational patterns of early abuse and
neglect. As Seth's parents continue in the Family Nurturing Center and receive
multiple community services on the long, challenging path of recovery and healing,
they faithfully participate in services in order to improve Seth and his siblings' lives.
Additionally Seth’s parents have begun to formulate short term self-sufficiency goals
that include job search, reliable transportation and establishing permanent housing.
Seth's family success story is reflected in his father's recent words during play therapy:
"FNC changed my life. Now I can give my children what my parents couldn't give me.”
Marilyn Myers (541-890-8074) and Penny Klabunde (541-690-2855) are St. Mark’s
representatives on the Family Nurturing Center board. Please contact either of them
to arrange a tour or learn how to become a volunteer or financial supporter.

OUTREACH PROJECT … by Marilyn Myers
Did you know that only about 27% of the budget for the "Family Nurturing Center"
comes from state funds. The rest is from various grants, corporate and/or individual
sponsorships. This year there is going to be three fund raisers, all very different and all
promise to be great fun. See the information below, see if any or all sound like
something you would like to join. If you need more information, give Penny Klabunde
(541-690-2855) or Marilyn Myers (541-773-6321) a call.
1) The Barn Dance on Saturday, June 14th at 4 pm at the TLM Training Facility at 716
Riley Road, Eagle Point, Oregon. Barn opens at 4 pm, barbecue dinner starts at 5
pm. There will be a silent auction and dancing to the
music of Rogue Suspects. Tickets are $27 in advance or
$30 at the door. Ticket prices include barbecue dinner,
non-alcoholic drinks and entertainment (beer and wine
can be purchased on-site). Tickets are available at Family
Nurturing Center or by calling 541-826-7315.
2) American Bandstand IV and Blue Lightning sponsored
by Trinity Episcopal Church. This year held at a new venue so mark your calendars for
Sunday September 21st from 4-7 pm at the Roxy Ann Winery. You can listen, dance or
both to great music provided by a favorite local band headed by drummer Rhonda
Lofts. Entry fee is just $15, beverages and food plates will be available at reasonable
cost. You are encouraged to bring friends and family to this fun event. Tickets will be
available at the door.
3) The Magic Hours this year will be held on October 4. This event includes magic,
dinner, dancing and more plans are in the works. Additional information will follow
but mark your calendars so you won't miss out.

Pat Ayers
chairs the Outreach
Committee. If you wish to
contact her, she can be
reached at:
541-608-7653
The Outreach Committee:
Pat Ayers (Chair)
Bobbie Fasel
Barbara Holley
Earl King
Kristen & Adam Kurth
Susan Ladue
Olive Lansburgh
Christian Mathisen
Marilyn Myers
Kit Nilles
Rita Shale

Page 5

J UN E 20 14

ST. MARK’S LIONTALES

HEALTH AND HEALING … by Nancy Miles
THIS MONTH MY OFFERING TO YOU IS MORE PERSONAL. It addresses enriching spiritual health. It offers you something to ponder.

Nancy Miles
Serves the people of St.
Mark’s as parish nurse.
Please contact Nancy at:
541-644-4314
or email her at:
calanfear@earthlink.net

Since moving to the Rogue Valley several years ago from the Detroit Metro area I have
been troubled by the number of homeless I see daily. I questioned why there were so
many people, young and old, sitting on certain corners with their cardboard signs requesting monetary assistance. There seemed to be a number of them “hanging out”
and sharing a real sense of community near St. Vincent’s and the Gospel Mission. I observed the same persons walking with all their personal possessions in shopping
carts. Some even had special adapted bicycles. They seemed to travel the same route
at the same time almost every day. Having worked in the field of chemical dependency
for a number of years, it was easy for me to identify those who were “under the influence” or had mental illness or both.
At times I did offer some assistance, but at other times I avoided eye contact and
passed them by without assistance. I put off making a real decision about giving
alms. The messages from my childhood regarding the poor and homeless were in conflict with my professional education. Jesus said the poor would always be with us. To
me this meant I would always have the opportunity to show compassion. I believe that
in every being, whether rich or poor, lives Christ.
Yet … by giving alms to those poor whom I saw, was I not enabling their negative behaviors? By making it easier for them to continue their homeless lifestyle was I supporting their poor choices? “What is the right thing to do?” plagued me. I shared my
conflicted ways of seeing this issue with the Lord more than once.
Then I received a gifted answer in “Grace First-Love
Without Strings” written by Susan Palwick in this
month’s publication of Church Health Reader. In the
article Reverend Palwick describes her conversations
with a man who had been a homeless drug addict for ten
years, but who had become a very successful writer and
had been in recovery for decades. “Every time a street
person asked him for money, he gave away whatever
cash he had.” The author asked, “Aren’t you afraid he’ll
just spend the money on drugs?” The man answered
gently, “ I’m still alive right now because when I was an
addict on the streets, people gave me money without
asking me what I was going to do with it.”
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(Continued)

Some people argue and blame with thinking that says, “Everything you do is based on
the choices you make.” Reverend Palwick continues: “Individual circumstances, by this
logic, are purely functions of personal choice and have nothing to do with birth,
upbringing, economics, or health issues. If people are poor it’s because they’ve made
bad choices.” As Christians we are called to help the helpless, to love our neighbors
including the poor, not because of fear of going to hell, but because it is the right thing
to do. We are called to help the helpless out of gratitude. The writer in his story didn’t
care if the people taking his cash deserved it. He had made bad choices once and
could identify with them. “The kindness of strangers, with no strings attached, had
allowed him to survive until he was ready to make better ones.”
“The theological term for this is grace: an unearned gift, freely given.” So now I ask
you to write down three things in your life that you did nothing to deserve. You may
start with the first air you breathed in at your birth. The list may include clean water,
loving families, your education, access to museums and libraries, freedom from want,
etc. Let me end with Reverend Pawick’s closing remarks, “All of us have received Grace
First, freely given, by the loving hand of God. Let us go and do likewise.”
One last thing: I have only received one positive response for forming a walking group
at St. Marks. Please give the idea further consideration for a step towards your health
with exercise. Let me know if you would like to try a walking program with a few of
us. Leave a message at the church office for me.

GARDEN NEWS … by Kit Nilles
THERE WAS A BREAK IN THE PLUMBING over the winter. I know
many others had similar problems. The leak was addressed in late
April. Anyone who wishes to help with garden supplies, tools, or to
contribute toward the cost of the repairs should contact Kit Nilles.

MEN’S BREAKFAST … by Don Ogren
BILL DAMES AND AN AS YET UNDETERMINED ASSISTANT will cook for the Men's
Breakfast on Saturday, June 14 at 8 am. In addition to the usual good conversation and
Bible discussion, we will access Jed and Barbara's blog on the big screen. Please email
Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend.
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

We’re on the web!
www.stmarks-medford.org

and also on Facebook

Summer Meeting Schedules
Many meetings are currently on break for the summertime. If your
group is on break, please notify the office.
June Office hours
During the month of June, please try to visit the office during the hours
of 9:30 am and 1 pm if you need assistance.

