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So we see signs of the 
resurrection whenever the 
hungry are fed and the 
naked clothed.  We see signs 
here in our life together.  
(Just consider the brief 
Outreach reports on page 5 
of this issue of Lion Tales).   
And we see signs of new life 
whenever people of faith 
stand on the side of the 
dispossessed and the 
marginalized to insist (with 
Peter) that “truly … God 
shows no partiality.”   
 
For the remainder of this 
season of Easter, our 
worship will be punctuated 
with extra “Alleluias.”  I 
admonish you to pray them 
and I encourage you to sing 
them.  But mostly, I pray 
that you will rejoice to be 
more and more a living 
alleluia the whole of this 
Easter season.  And beyond. 

EASTER ALLELUIAS … by Father Jed 

I implore you to say and 
sing your “Alleluias” 
throughout this season.  
And, further, I exhort you 
to look for the signs of the 
Risen One daily. 

Those signs really are all 
around us.  We see them 
in the earth’s cycle of 
changing seasons.  I allow 
as much, of course.  Yes, 
we see signs of new life in 
flowers and in butterflies.  
 
What’s more, we see signs 
of resurrection wherever 
we see love being shared 
and life being embraced 
and affirmed anew. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the start of every Lent, 
on Ash Wednesday, the 
people are solemnly 
invited to observe a holy 
Lent.  On behalf of the 
church, I admonish you to 
keep faith with one 
another and those who 
have gone before with 
disciplines of prayer and 
fasting and giving of alms.   
 
We take Lent seriously in 
our corporate services, as 
well, marking the season 
with calls to penitence and 
moments of silence.  
 
But that was then and this 
is now.  Now it is Easter.  
As earnestly as I invoked a 
solemn commitment to 
the observance of a holy 
Lent, I now exhort you to a 
joy-filled Easter. 
 
And not just for a day but 
for a season.  Lent was 40 
days long.  Easter is a full 
and fulsome 50 days! 
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Jed Holdorph  
is the Rector of St. Mark’s Church. 

If you have any comments or feed-
back to offer, please feel free to call 
him at the church office or you can 
email at: 

rector@stmarks-medford.org 

If interested, you can also check out 
his blog at: 

 www.jholdorph.wordpress.com  
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CONTINGENCIES AND THE CAMINO de SANTIAGO …  
 
FATHER JED WILL BE AWAY for all of May and June of this year.  A great deal of work 
has been done to make sure that all shall be well in his absence.   
 
Routine administrative concerns (calendar, bulletins, newsletters, etc.) should normally 
be addressed to the office.  Larger concerns will be referred to Bill Deatherage, Senior 
Warden (who presides at meetings normally presided over by the Rector). 
  
The Worship Commission will meet, as scheduled, for ongoing planning and coordina-
tion of services, on 5/19 and 6/16. The Revs. Tom Murphy and Anne Bartlett will be 
available to consult, as needed, and they will preside and preach at all regularly sched-
uled services (Sundays and weekdays) and, if needed, at memorials/funerals. 
  
Ongoing pastoral concerns and emergent health crises can be assessed by our parish 
nurse, Nancy Miles. In the event of an emergency, parishioners should call the church 
office during office hours – or the Pastoral Emergency Phone outside of office hours. 
 
El Camino de Santiago 

Many members of the congregation already know 
about the Camino.  Several of our youth walked along 
the Way back in 2007, and we had a movie night after 
the release of the 2010 film The Way.  For over 1,000 
years, pilgrims have walked to the holy city of Santiago, 
in Spain (said to be the burial site of St. James).  In re-
cent years, it has been rediscovered and has become 
popular for people all over the world. 

 
On Sunday, April 27, Father Jed discussed the plans and expectations he and his wife, 
Barb, have for this “walk” of nearly 500 miles from southern France.  As a “show and 
tell” experience, he shared a typical packing list and his pre-packed backpack. 
 
He is inviting the congregation to come along in a few different ways: 

 He hopes to be able to post new entries on the blog he started a couple years ago, 
“The View from Here.” You can find it @ www.jholdorph.wordpress.com. 

 He will be taking a bag of pebbles, as well, each one a prayer offered by members 
of the congregation.  He’ll take and offer them as he walks along the Way. 

 He prepared a simplified service of Morning and Evening Prayer for him and Barb 
to use in their daily devotions.  Extra copies are available from the church office for 
anyone who might like to use these as a way of praying with them (or simply as 
one’s own daily devotional). 

 
He and Barb will fly off to England on May 1, arriving the next day.  After a long week-
end with their daughter (studying there), they fly down to southern France on May 5 
and plan to begin the pilgrimage on Tuesday, May 6.  Prayers always appreciated. 

http://www.jholdorph.wordpress.com
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FINANCE … by Kit Nilles 

 
BOTH EXPENSES AND PROJECTED PLEDGES were just a bit below budget in March.   As 
of the end of the first quarter, we had projected a deficit of $5,089 but are closer to 
breaking even, with a relatively modest deficit of $1,030.  Insurance, investments, and 
leases are all in good order.  

At our meeting in April (April 9),  we discussed the projected 2015 budget, but will not 
work on it until we have more clarity about our future Diocesan Program Assessment 
(DPA) obligations (see below). That work will have a big impact … particularly when we 
start to pay our full pledge. That decision will be made by the Vestry.  
 
Susan Ladue is working on a grant application for $20,000 to help with the costs of 
replacing the roof on Hafer House. The grant would be through the state Historical 
Commission. Our estimate for the cost of replacement is about $36,000 plus an 
unknown amount to repair/replace all the dry rot.  
 
 

NOTES FROM THE VESTRY …  
 
FINANCES WERE A MAJOR FOCUS for the April meeting of the Vestry (April 23).  The 
Vestry received the final report from last year’s New Consecration Sunday committee 
showing that we received roughly the same number of “estimate of giving” cards as 
the year before and an increase in anticipated giving.  The new committee commences 
its work soon, with an intention to complete the process earlier than in recent years. 
 
Members of our “Executive Committee” met in early April with representatives of the 
“Diocesan Program Assessment Subcommittee” of Diocesan Council.  After that 
meeting, the Vestry was asked to endorse a plan to get St. Mark’s back on track to 
paying our full DPA.  According to the plan, which must still be accepted by Diocesan 
Council, we will increase our payments in the current year and commit to paying our 
full DPA next year (and thereafter).  In return, Diocesan Council will forgive a portion of 
our debt this year and each of the next three years until the full amount would be 
completely forgiven — a cancellation of $50,000 in our DPA liability. 
 
In May, the Vestry intends to complete its selection of delegates to the Diocesan 
Convention in the fall.  If interested in serving in this capacity, please advise either of 
the two wardens or any member of the Vestry soon. 

Kevin Klabunde  
is the St. Mark’s Finance 
Administrator.  For more 
information, please contact 
him at: 

kevinklabunde@msn.com 

Don Ogren 
is our Treasurer.  Please 
contact him at: 

dogren@mac.com 

Kit Nilles 
chairs  the 2014 Finance 
Committee.   

Please contact her at: 

knilles@q.com 

 

 
MARCH 2014 YEAR TO DATE 2014  

Actual Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

INCOME $      26,890 $     27,966 $       80,071 $     77,424 

EXPENSES $      27,124 $     27,670 $       81,101 $     82,514 

NET GAIN (LOSS) ($          234) $          296 ($        1,030) ($       5,090) 

Bill Deatherage 
is  Senior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.  Please contact 

him at: 541-857-6854. 

 

Margaret Bell  
is  Junior Warden of the St. 

Mark’s Vestry.  Please contact 

her at: 541-690-1162. 
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Peggy Evans  
is the Music and Choir 
Director for St. Mark’s.  

If you wish to contact 
her, she can be reached 
at: 

541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES … by Peggy Evans  

 
A HEARTY THANK YOU TO ALL who helped with music during Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter. Everyone helped make our services meaningful.  

We are nearly at the end of our choir rehearsals, although the Chancel Choir will sing 
through Pentecost. If you’d like to join us for a short season, please come to rehearsals 
on Thursdays May 1 and 8, and we’ll learn the music through Pentecost. 
 
Siskiyou Handbell Festival 
Our Handbell Ensemble will participate in the Siskiyou Handbell Festival at Ashland 
Middle School on May 9 and 10. If you are in Ashland that Friday evening or just about 
any time on Saturday, drop by the Ashland Middle School gym and see what we are up 
to! 
 
Music @ St. Mark’s 
Our last Music at St. Mark’s concert will be 
on Sunday, May 4, when the Fong-Rands-
Stubson Trio will present music for cello, 
piano, and violin by Beethoven, Bloch, and 
Schubert. This concert is free and a recep-
tion will follow.  Come and bring a friend! 
 
I’m beginning to plan the next season of 
Music at St. Mark’s. I’d be happy to hear 
your suggestions! 
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Pat Ayers  

chairs the Outreach 
Committee.  If you wish to 
contact her, she can be 
reached at: 

541-608-7653 

The committee meets on the 
first Tuesday of each 
month.  

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES …  
 
THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE — SEEN AND UNSEEN — who worked and gave of 
themselves to make this year’s Holy Week and Easter celebrations so meaningful.  In 
addition to musicians (see left), a host of liturgical ministers and altar guild members 
put in enormous extra efforts.  And then there were the flowers that made it all glow. 
 
Our celebration of the 50 Days of Easter will continue through all of May, including the 
annual blessing of the Community Garden on Rogation Sunday (falling on May 25 this 
year).  The Choirs will sing through Pentecost Sunday (on June 8).   
 
Gluten-free Wafers 
A few members of the congregation cannot consume gluten, which 
naturally occurs in bread (even the manufactured communion wafers 
otherwise used).  To allow these individuals to join us for communion, 
we do have gluten-free wafers.  If you require this alternative, please 
advise the priest. 

 
 
OUTREACH PROJECT …  

 
ST. MARK’S HAS SUPPORTED MISSIONARY WORK IN TAJIKISTAN for many years, most 
recently (the past couple of months) including a clothing distribution 
drive for students living there.  The students came to the distribution at 
a local school to receive clothing purchased with monies sent from St. 

Mark’s Outreach Commission.   
 

Your most recent gifts covered the purchase and 
distribution of sweaters, pants, socks, and shoes/
boots for these kids and others, too.  Proper 
clothing allows students to attend school even on 
wet or cold days.  
  
Thank you St. Mark’s!   
 

Food Pantry Update 
In March, the St. Mark’s Food Pantry  fed 1,334 people with 621 children for a total of 
347 families. We are seeing more and more new people, so the need continues to 
grow as the word about St. Mark’s spreads. 
 
On April 12, members of St. Mark’s volunteered at The Medford Food Project 
collection. We gathered over 26,000 pounds of food and each of the pantries received 
46 boxes. Much thanks to Susan and Randy Doyle, Victoria and Earl King, Nea and 
Corinna Bryant, Peter Nelson, Rita and Christian for helping.  
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HEALTH AND HEALING  … by Nancy Miles 

 
SPRING HAS SPRUNG.  It is a good time to set some achievable goals regarding your 
physical activity. When I was working as a diabetic counselor at a clinic, I observed im-
provement in the physical and emotional health of my clients who increased their daily 
exercise. Here is a note from Elizabeth Erickson from The At Home Care Group that is 
worthy of your review. 
 
Put A Spring In Your Step 
Marche (French for walking) is a form of exercise that can 
lower blood pressure, lower cholesterol, and lower blood 
sugar. Wouldn't it be wonderful if you could do one thing 
that would provide all these benefits and also help to lose 
weight, build heart muscle, and increase the ability to bal-
ance well? Sounds like a dream activity that is out of the 
reach for seniors, doesn't it? 
 
As we take pleasure from board games, puzzles, television, dining companions, and 
good books, the day turns into more sitting than one might realize. Studies show that, 
while we are having a good time with all those activities, blood pressure, blood sugar, 
and cholesterol levels may all be edging up. 
    
What wonderful activity could possibly affect all these areas, lead to the feeling of well
-being, and help to increase balance? Something that is easy to do, does not take much 
time, and does not require special training or equipment? Oh, and you can do it with a 
friend or companion. Walking. Simply, take one step in front of the other-walking.  Put 
a spring in your step starting today. 
 
Who would be interested in forming a walking group here at St. Mark’s?  There are 
such walking groups, i.e. Walking to Jerusalem, across the nation.  Even the children at 
an elementary school near my home are posting the number of miles they have com-
pleted.  Perhaps you can’t join Jed and Barbara in Spain, but you could begin your own 
“Walk” with us.  Let me know if you would be interested and what days of the week 
you are free to walk (541-664-4314). 
 
Spiritual Assessment Report 
About 30 parishioners participated.  We of the Health and Healing commission re-
viewed the evaluations and discussed the remarks and recommendations.  As a result 
we viewed the presentation as a favorable event.  Next time we will focus on more 
privacy, a quieter environment, and a longer period for sharing.  We will develop ques-
tions that voluntarily ask for both community and personal reflection.    
 
Upcoming Forum: 
Our own Dr. Elliott and Karen Meyerding will present information regarding 
"Protection From the Sun" at the May 18th Forum.  Please save the date and come to 
be informed and refreshed. 

Nancy Miles  
Serves the people of  St. 
Mark’s as parish nurse. 

 

Please contact Nancy at: 

541-644-4314 

or email her at: 

calanfear@earthlink.net 
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PASTORAL EMERGENCY PHONE …  
 
NOT TO PUT TO FINE A POINT ON IT …  
but we have a new number for our PEP 
Squad.   
 
Outside of normal office hours, you can 
call  541-261-4513 to reach someone who 
can help and/or find the right person to 
help in time of pastoral crisis or special 
need. 
 
During regular office hours, of course, 
your best bet is still to call the church 
office at 541-773-3111.   
 
If you have one of those magnets with the 
old phone number, please destroy it.  If 
you need a new magnet with the new and 
correct phone number, pick one up at 
church today! 
 
 
WELCOME … by Bill Dames 

 
THE WELCOME COMMISSION DISTRIBUTED FLYERS in different neighborhoods, 
encouraging people to attend the Easter service.  You too can help by inviting a friend 
or a neighbor to church. 
 
We can use more help providing pastries and fruit for the coffee hour.  Please sign up 
in the parish hall for a service where you can help. 
  
We continue to follow up with people who visit the parish.  We found no silver bullets 
for attracting new members, but decided that the best possible parishioners are those 
who look at us to see if we are genuine and walk the talk. 
      
We discussed ways to better connect with seldom-seen members and former 
members.  The grandparents (and grandchildren) day was a success, and will be 
continued.  Let us know your ideas. 
 
 

Bill Dames 
chairs the Welcome 
Commission.  Please 
contact him at: 

541-772-1755 

or by email at: 

dames@jeffnet.org 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church St. Mark's Episcopal Church St. Mark's Episcopal Church    

   PPPastoralastoralastoral      

   EEEmergencymergencymergency   

   PPPhonehonehone            

                                 SSSquadquadquad   

  Call 541-261-4513       

When you have a pastoral emergency and  

need to contact St. Mark’s after office  

hours and weekends, please call the PEP Squad. We are 

available on the church  

cell phone 24 hours each day as needed.  

 

Please call  541-261-4513 
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SPIRITUALITY DAY … by Molly Kerr 

 
OUR DIOCESAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) is hosting a Spirituality Day at 
Trinity Cathedral in Portland on May 3, with worship, workshops, a catered luncheon 
and fellowship.  The theme of the day will be “Sacred Journey.”  The details are as fol-
lows: 
 
What:  Spirituality Day!!!  Featuring worship time, 

workshops, catered luncheon and fellowship 
 
When: May 3, 2014 
 
Where: Trinity Cathedral, Portland  
 
Theme: "Sacred Journey" 
 
Hosts: DECW Board (Diocesan ECW) along with 

women from the Portland metro area 
churches 

 
Workshops included in this event: Sacred Dance, 
Labyrinth, Behind the Scene with Trinity Cathedral 
Altar Guild, Mary Sicilia and Her Story--Coming Out 
as a Person of Faith, & more.   
                       
It’s not too late if you hurry.  If you are interested in 
attending this special event, you may use the regis-
tration forms in the parish hall under the bulletin 
board, or contact Molly Kerr as soon as possible for 
additional details at MLKerr7@aol.com.    
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDA FROM THE CHURCH 
OFFICE …  
 
During the months of May and June, the best time to reach someone at our office will 
be between the hours of 9:30 am and 1 pm daily if you need assistance.  For an emer-

gency, please call the new Parish Emergency Phone 541-261-4513. 

 
Weekend Update 
You may know that we send out our email called “Weekend Update” every Friday 
morning.  If you missed the memo on that, please let us know if you’d like to be added 
to this e-mailing list.  And, if you have had an email address change, please don’t forget 
to notify the office at office@stmarks-medford.org. 

Molly Kerr  

Is President of the St. 
Mark’s ECW.  Please 
contact her at: 

541-779-9810 

or by email at: 

mlkerr7@aol.com 

mailto:MLKerr7@aol.com
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BOOK GROUP … by Bill Dames  

 

THE NEXT MEETING for those wishing to participate in the book group is Wednesday, 
April 30, 2014 at 6 pm. at the parish hall.  Snacks (including wine) begin at 6 pm.  
Discussion begins at 6:30 pm.  The first book will not be a book, but a DVD, A Way to 
God for Today, featuring Anthony DeMello, who was a Jesuit, as well as a 
psychotherapist.  We will listen to a DVD of him speaking for 30 minutes, then will 
discuss the DVD.  Topics include Silence, Peace, Love, Freedom, and Joy.   There is 
nothing to prepare for for the first meeting. 
 
After completing the DeMello DVD, probably after a few weeks, we will read and 
discuss M. Scott Peck’s In Search of Stones: A Pilgrimage of Faith, Reason, and 
Discovery. 
 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN … by Kit Nilles 
 

THE COMMUNITY GARDEN EXPERIENCED A BREAK IN THE PIPES over the winter, and 
many others had similar problems. Repairs should be completed before May.  On a 
side note, anyone who wants to help with garden supplies, tools, or cost for the repairs 
should contact Kit Nilles. 
 
 

MEN'S BREAKFAST … by Don Ogren  

 
DON'T FORGET THE MEN'S BREAKFAST ON SATURDAY, MAY 10 at 8 am. Jim Stocker 
and Don Ogren will be the cooks and we will enjoy the good conversation and 
thoughtful Bible discussion, all in one hour. Come join us! Email Don Ogren at 
dogren@mac.com if you plan to attend. 
 

 

LENT MADNESS …  

 
THE GOLDEN HALO was awarded to Charles Wesley this 
year.  If you participated in this year’s “Lent Madness,” 
that news will mean something to you.  If you didn’t, it 
likely means nothing at all. 
 
But for those who did participate and gain from the 
experience of joining in an online devotional this past 
Lent, here’s something else you should know.  From the 
folks behind Lent Madness comes “50 Days of 
Fabulous”!  For all of Eastertide, you can go online and 
enjoy readings and reflections for the season.   
 
Check it out at www.50days.org.  

mailto:dogren@mac.com
http://www.50days.org
http://www.50days.org
http://www.50days.org
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LIFE AT ST. MARK’S … 
 

Some moments from this year’s services of Holy Week and Easter at St. 
Mark’s.  Thanks to all who made our celebrations so wonderful and 
meaningful this year.  
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We had a clean up day (followed by BBQ) on Saturday, April 26.  We got some 
good work done around the parish campus, plus enjoyed some time with 
neighbors from the community.  What a good day this was.  
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R E T U R N  S E R V I C E  R E Q U E S T E D  

Lent is over; Easter is just begun 
 

Among the special days in May …  
 

Mother’s Day / Good Shepherd Sunday on May 11 
 

Rogation Sunday / Blessing of  the Garden on May 25 
 


