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LOOKING BACK… AND MOVING FORWARD

S

eptember 11 fell on
Sunday this year. We
would have remembered
the 10th anniversary, but
the remembrance was
more poignant because it
fell on a Sunday. At least
it was for me.
At the forum that morning,
we recalled the horrors of
9/11 and we shared our
recollections… and shed
some tears as well. During
the worship that day, we
offered our prayers…
remembering those who
died ten years before and
the pain that has followed
since. And in my sermon
that morning, I reflected on
the assigned gospel passage
(Matthew 18:21-35)… and
wrestled with Jesus’
insistence that we are to
forgive without end.
But forgiveness doesn’t
mean pretending an evil
never happened. That
would be amnesia.
Forgiveness acknowledges a
wrong… and then
challenges us not to let that
evil take root in our lives. Or,
as David Lose, a Lutheran
pastor and seminary
professor, puts it:

“We are called, indeed, to
look back, to remember,
to give pause to grieve the
violence, destruc-on and
death as well as to rejoice
the acts of courage,
mercy, and solidarity…
But we are also called to
look forward, to see and
lean into a future that is
not deﬁned by the
calamity of that day but
instead is shaped by hope,
possibility, and the grace
of God.

“That is the essence of
forgiveness: the li*ing of a
burden, the releasing of a
debt, the refusal to allow
past ac-ons and failures
to deﬁne the future.”

426 W 6th Street, Medford, OR 97501

I think of the powerful
ministry of St. Paul’s
(Episcopal) Chapel,
directly across from the
World Trade Center. They
chose, in Lose’s words, to
“lean into a future…
shaped by hope,
possibility, and the grace
of God.” And so became a
light shining in the night.
I am reminded of other
crises. Some – the
a*ermath of a natural
disaster, perhaps – are
covered by all the news
outlets, while others
are far more personal
and won’t be picked up
by the evening news.
Big or small, people of
faith respond in -mes
of need.
So when you give of
yourself at St. Mark’s,
you don’t merely give
to support a church;
you give through the
church to take your part in
proclaiming the good
news of God’s love for
everyone. Thank you for
taking your part.

541-773-3111

EVERYONE.

J

ed Holdorph
is the rector of St.
Mark’s Church.
If you have any
comments or
feedback to oﬀer,
please feel free to
call him at the
church oﬃce or
send an e-mail to:

jedh@connpoint.net
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FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN

D

K

it Nilles
is the Senior Warden
at St. Mark’s.

Please contact her at:
541-773-7286
or email her at:
knilles@q.net

ear Ones,

I wanted to share
some of the long range
planning the vestry is
doing. We welcome
sugges-ons and will be
asking for further input
before any ﬁnal plan is in
place.
At two special planning
sessions, on September 7
and 9, we reviewed our
core missions and
discussed the needs for
improvements across all
areas. We then focused
most of our -me on our
ﬁrst explicit goal: to
increase our average
Sunday aDendance by 15%
within the next year.
There are at least four
major areas that we will be
working on to help us
meet that goal. These
areas will be deﬁned over
the next few weeks,
especially at our next
special planning session on
Sunday, October 16.
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...by Kit Nilles

Ul-mately, the vestry will
be wri-ng ac-on plans for
each area. The four areas,
and the vestry members
working on them, are
listed below:
•

•

For “Children’s
Church,” we’ll be
developing a strategy
for providing a
program either during
or in addi-on to
Sunday services.
For “Young Adult,” we
want to make a place
where younger people
(some with families)
can be supported.

•

The “Welcome”
commiDee is
challenged to make
sure we pay aDen-on
to newcomers and
help them ﬁnd their
way into the life and
ministry of St. Mark’s.

•

The “Year-long
Educa-on/Forma-on”
aims to create a
calendar of oﬀerings,

with special programs
and/or speakers, that
could be published
(along the lines of the
calendar put out every
year for Music at St.
Mark’s).
You will be hearing more
about the planning as it
con-nues. If you have any
sugges-ons, concerns, or
ideas, please speak with
me or another member of
the vestry.
Un-l we formalize an
ac-on plan you can help. If
you see a new person in
the pew…introduce
yourself and ask them to
coﬀee hour. The greeters
will try to get names and
addresses so that the
welcome commiDee can
follow up. However the
impression you make is the
one that will draw people
back. Thank you for
welcoming those who join
us at worship.

AREA

Vestry Members Working On This Area

1. Children’s Church

Beverly Brahe, Bill Dames, Kit Nilles

2. Young Adult

EllioD Meyerding, Susan Ladue, Pat Ayers

3. Welcome

Mary Adrian, Francis Plowman, Kristen Kurth

4. Year-long Educa-on/Forma-on

Barbara Holley, Sherry Marston, Julie Drengson
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FEASTING ON GRATITUDE

B

eginning on Sunday,
October 2, our Sunday
services will include some
changes during the Prayers
of the People and the
Oﬀertory. These subtle
changes will encourage us
all to be more mindful of
our gra-tude for all that
God gives us.
In addi-on to subtle
liturgical changes, the
Sunday bulle-ns will also
include a medita-on from
a series called “Feas-ng on
Gra-tude.” For six-weeks
(star2ng on October 2 and
con2nuing through All
Saints’ Sunday, on
November 6), this series of
readings, reﬂec-ons, and
ques-ons will invite us to
reﬂect and discuss
stewardship principles and
prac-ces based on the
lec-onary readings from
the Gospel of MaDhew
each Sunday. The Sunday
forum will be used as an
added opportunity to carry
on this conversa-on.

“The month of October is
when most congrega-ons
across the country embark
on their annual giving
campaign, o*en referred
to as the ‘stewardship
campaign,’” said the Rev.
Laurel Johnston, the
Episcopal Church’s
program oﬃcer for
stewardship.
“We know, however, that
stewardship is not a
program, nor a campaign.
Stewardship, like
discipleship, is an ethic,
the way we live our lives,
the choices that we make
that ﬂow from a depth of
understanding of who we
are and to whom we
belong. The purpose of an
annual giving campaign is
not only to raise support
for the life-giving
ministries of the
congrega-on, but to also
help members of the faith
community explore
inten-onal and
propor-onal giving as a

spiritual prac-ce that
reﬂects gra-tude and
generosity for all that has
been given.”
Johnston con-nued, “We
know it is not always easy
to be grateful. Work and
life pressures abound. We
face loss and
disappointments. The
culture’s cries of scarcity
grow louder. ‘Feas-ng on
Gra-tude’ invites us to
reﬂect on money as a
spiritual issue and prac-ce
that creates a place for
gra-tude to thrive.”
Contribu-ng writers for
“Feas-ng on Gra-tude”
include lay and ordained
persons from every corner
of the Episcopal Church.
Later in the fall, every
member of the parish will
be invited to prayerfully
consider your gra-tude,
especially as it is reﬂected
in your giving through the
church .
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MUSIC NOTES

...by Peggy Evans

MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S:
BRADAMANTE
Sunday, October 16, 3 ÖÃ

P

eggy Evans
is the Music and
Choir director for
St. Mark’s.
If you wish to
contact her, she
can be reached at:

Music at St. Mark's
presents Bradamante with
cellists Shirley Hunt and
Elinor Frey. This concert
will include bass violin
works from the
instrument’s origins in 16th
- and 17th-century Italy,
reaching to the violoncello
sonatas of the eighteenth
century from throughout
Europe.

541-482-3075

The performers exchange
leading and suppor-ng
roles, interweaving solos
with text from “Orlando
Furioso,” wriDen in the
16th century by the Italian
poet Ludovico Ariosto.

This masterpiece features
the brave adventures of
Bradamante and her
decision to pursue her love
of the saracen, Rogerio.
The music alternates
between divisions and
improvisa-ons on popular
songs as well as sonatas by
composers such as
Boccherini, Abel, Barriere,
and Bononcini.
Elinor Frey is well-known
to area audiences since
she has appeared as a
soloist with the Rogue
Valley Symphony and the
Jeﬀerson Baroque
Orchestra.
The concert is free and a
recep-on will follow.
Come and bring your
friends!

HYMN FESTIVAL
Sunday, November 6, 3 ÖÃ
To be held at Westminster
Presbyterian Church,
Medford, the Southern
Oregon Chapter of the
American Guild of
Organists will present a
hymn fes-val based on the
theme of "all the saints."
Come to sing hymns
celebra-ng all kinds of
saints!

HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
Thursdays at 6:15 ÖÃ

CHANCEL CHOIR
Thursdays at 7:30 ÖÃ
As always, we have room
for newcomers in the St.
Mark's Chancel Choir
(mee-ng in the Church)
and the St. Mark's Bell
Ensemble (mee-ng in the
Music Room beneath the
Parish Hall). Please, come
and join us!

MSM CONCERT
September 18
left: Violist Kimberly
Fitch on stage.
below: The stage is set
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CREDO

T

he most recent issue
of the Oregon
Episcopal Church News
(OECN) included a story
about CREDO, a program
that encourages Episcopal
clergy in their personal
growth and development.
The story is very -mely,
because Father Jed is
scheduled to par-cipate in
a CREDO week in early
October.

facilitators … [He describes
the beneﬁt to par-cipa-ng
clergy:] ‘Most clergy … are
able to discover new ways
to connect with what drew
them into ministry in the
ﬁrst place. Conference
par-cipants are grateful
for the focus on “soul
stuﬀ,”’ as Taylor expresses
it. He has seen people
honor their callings in a
posi-ve way …

Father Jed’s CREDO week
will be held at Lake Logan
Conference Center, in
North Carolina. He leaves
a*er services on Sunday,
October 2, and will return
a week later.
Excerpts from the OECN
story about CREDO follow:
“Founded in 2001, the
CREDO Ins-tute makes
available a process of
personal self-awareness,
transforma-on, and
renewal to bishops,
priests, deacons, and lay
employees who are
enrolled in the Church
Pension Plan. “
“The Rev. Brian Taylor,
rector, St. Michael & All
Angels, Albuquerque, NM,
is one of three CREDO

“Dr. Aileen M. Loranger is
on the CREDO health
faculty… Loranger urges
us to comprehend how
essen-al clergy health is to
every congrega-on.
’Congrega-onal health
begins with the clergy. It is
the lead factor in the
health of congrega-ons,’
she declares. She sees
many return from CREDO
conferences with renewed
commitment to personal
health… and start a ripple
eﬀect throughout the
en-re congrega-on.

“The Rev. Canon Sarah
Shofstall, canon to the
ordinary, Diocese of
Western MassachuseDs,
also serves as a CREDO
conference facilitator.
‘CREDO is known for its
hospitality and welcome,’
she [says]. Par-cipants
come with their own
theological and poli-cal
views… Once you’ve got
people bought into the
same mission, they
become engaged in the
work. What divides people
becomes less distrac-ng to
them.

A print version of
OECN can be read
at the church oﬃce
or you can go
online to read the
newspaper for
yourself at hDp://
www.oecn.episcopal
dioceseoregon.org/?
page_id=545.

“CREDO conferences can
deepen one’s commitment
to voca-on, create a
commitment to personal
health, and provide
models for respecUul
dialogue. This experience…
helps to reinvigorate
congrega-ons in The
Episcopal Church.”
Father Jed returns to the
Rogue Valley on Monday,
October 10.
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OUTREACH

...by Pat Ayers and the Outreach Committee

MAKE TIME FOR
THANKSGIVING
Pre-basket assembly:
Saturday, November 19
Basket assembly:
Sunday, November 20

O

utreach
Commi%ee

The Outreach CommiBee
meets on the
ﬁrst Saturday
of each month.
Our next mee2ng will be
Tuesday, October 4th
@ 6 +, in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us
or have ideas for the
commiBee, please call
Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
The Outreach CommiBee:
Pat Ayers
Bobbie Fasel
Barbara Holley
Earl King
Kristen & Adam Kurth
Susan Ladue
Chris2an Mathisen
Kit Nilles
Rita Shale

Basket delivery:
Tuesday, November 22
Thanksgiving will be here
soon, which means the
annual St Mark’s basket
drive! This year our annual
campaign will feed 300
needy Medford families,
and 30 friendship baskets
to members of the parish.
We need all your support
this year, both ﬁnancially
and with basket assembly.
How much to give? Costs
have increased 10% since
last year. Based on last
year’s average cost, $35
will purchase one full
basket for a family of four
to six. $60 will feed a

family of eight to ten. We
will reach 100 families
through the Family
Nurturing Center, 100
families through Vital Links
and 100 families through
the West Medford Schools.
Please make your
contribu-ons out to St.
Mark's Church with the
subject line nota-on:
Thanksgiving Fund.
For the friendly baskets,
we ask that you bake
cookies or small cakes to
place into the baskets.
We will be crea-ng the
friendly baskets as well as
the pre-basket assembly
on November 19 and
volunteers are needed for
that day as well. Please call
Marilyn Myers (541-7736321) or Chris-an
Mathisen (541-535-2734)
for details.

Basket assembly will be on
Nov. 20 between services
and a*er the 10 [\
service, if necessary.
We will also need volunteers
for basket delivery on Nov.
22, especially truck drivers &
helping hands from 8 to 9 [\.
For further details, please
call Chris-an Mathisen
(541-535-2734).

HABITAT ¥ÊÙ HUMANITY
On August 25th, the LaFord
family unlocked the door
to their new home built by
Habitat for Humanity
volunteers this summer.
The LaFord family’s home
is the ﬁrst house built on
Apple Farm Estates near
Orchard Lane in Medford
(see photo below).

This home was sponsored
by the Apostles Build
program, which St. Mark’s
par-cipates in. Several
parish members have
assisted in building Habitat
homes.
For more informa-on,
please contact Earl King at
541-535-6657.

FOOD PANTRY
August 25
left: Beverley Brahe
checks in a client
right: Rita Shale is delighted
with the amount of food!
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The LaFord Family home, sponsored by the Apostles
Build program, with Habitat for Humanity volunteers.
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(cont.’)

THANK YOU NOTES
...from Central Asia:
Dear Sisters and Brothers
at St. Mark’s,
I want to update you on
how your summer 2010
giŌ in helping us reach
those in need.
We’ve needed a good used
car (to replace the one that
keeps breaking down) for
awhile. Finally, in February,
2011, we found one – and
purchased it with your gift
and donations from two
other sources. This car has
been going to villages 3-4
days per week – taking
people who teach English
classes, lead sports clubs and
advocated for the education
of disabled children.
It’s a Hyundai – similar to
Santa Fe. It is strong
enough to haul people and
stuﬀ with good clearance
on rough roads. THANK
YOU!”

above: The Hyundai purchased in
Central Asia with Outreach funds!

...from the Family
Nurturing Center:
Once again, please relay our
deep appreciation to
everyone on the Outreach
Commission and at St.
Mark’s for your continuing
faithful support. Your
generosity makes an
enormous difference in the
lives of an entire family.
Susan Ladue, Director of
Development, FNC

...from the
Maslow Project:
Dear St. Mark’s Parish,
Thank you for your
con-nued support of
Maslow Project’s food
program. We are excited
to be in our new facility
with a larger food pantry
to beDer meet the needs
of homeless youth in
Medford.
Mark Krepp, Program
Coordinator, Maslow Project

From an Over-Seas Worker in
Central Asia (Who wishes to
remain anonymous for safety
purposes)

THANK YOU

FROM THE

T

FAMILY NURTURING CENTER

hank you, people of
St. Mark’s parish, for
suppor-ng the American
Bandstand III, held on
September 11th, 2011.

Roughly half the tickets were
sold by Trinity and half by St.
Mark's/FNC board.

The Wish Board raised
about $2,434 and -ckets
another $2,885.

The expenses of this year's
event totaled about $1,059.

192 -ckets were sold!

Susan Ladue did a great
job with the teacher’s
Wish Board, to help furnish
a new classroom.

Altogether about $3,960
was raised for the FNC,
a*er expenses.
Congratula-ons on a great
job.!

F

amily
Nurturing Center
Mission Statement:
Strengthening
families so children
can live safely and
develop fully in their
parents’ care.
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OCTOBER HAPPENINGS
PET BLESSINGS

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS TRAINING

October 2 @ 11:15 [\
November 9 @ 2:30 _\
at the RV Manor

October 29 — 10 Ã to ÄÊÊÄ

Bring a pet to church! Our
annual pet blessing will be
immediately a*er the 10
[\ service on Oct. 2nd.

above: Adam Kurth & pooch at
the 2009 pet blessing.

Bring your pet with you to
church that morning… or
come back a*er an early
brunch for the Blessing of
Animals @ 11:15 [\.

An informa-onal mee-ng
and ini-al training session
for anyone interested in
becoming a Eucharis-c
Minister for either the 8 or
10 AM services will be held
on October 29 from 10 AM
to noon in church.
This mee-ng/training is
open to anyone, from

those simply interested to
those who are ready to sign
up. Current EMs are also
welcome to aDend.
For more informa-on
please contact John
Richardson: 541-779-1609/
johnrichardson.joyst@
yahoo.com or Janet Alpine,

541-601-1225/
jalpine556@gmail.com.

MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, October 8 @ 8 Ã
The October Men's Breakfast is fast approaching! It is as
early in the month as is possible. John Graham and Wes
Weston are doing the cooking and all we need now is
you. There will be the usual good conversa-on and Bible
discussion. Come join us. Email Don Ogren at
dogren@mac.com if you plan to aDend so we know how
much food to prepare.

U T O IN-GATHERING
October 30 @ 8 & 10Ã
The United Thank Oﬀering is a mission outreach of the
Episcopal Church. Each of us uses our UTO Blue Box to
collect coins as our expression of daily thanks in our lives.
Twice each year we empty the box and bring the contents
to combine with oﬀerings of hundreds of other
Episcopalians.
Funds are used to provide grants to meet compelling
human needs and to expand the mission and ministry of
the Church.
Plan to bring or send your oﬀering in the blue envelopes
provided in this mailing
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN ...by Molly Kerr
DIOCESAN ECW
RETREAT

CHURCH FAIRY

A

s a new member of
the Diocesan ECW
(DECW) Board, I was put in
charge of meals (help!) at
our recent retreat at Seal
Rock on the Oregon coast.
Both informa-ve and
spiritual, we nominated,
voted, shared -me on the
beach, our "callings" from
God, our prayers, and
even had a lesson in Tai
Chi! Naturally the meals
worked out because we
are women! Everyone
pitched in.
We discussed
interna-onal, na-onal and
local chari-es needing
dona-ons. One in each
category, so I nominated
our FNC as the local one
and it was chosen to
receive $100.
The Diocesan Conven-on
is on November 10-12 in

Salem. DECW is hos-ng
their annual mee-ng and
luncheon with popular
speaker Alcena Boozer.
Plan to aDend. No need to
be a delegate to aDend
the conven-on.
A note of concern: United
Thank Oﬀering funds are
dwindling. Please
remember those liDle blue
UTO boxes and ﬁll them
for our in-gatherings.
Funds are needed to keep
oﬀering grants. Contact
Vera Alexander.
For more informa-on you
can click on ECW of
Oregon website. I will be
aDending future mee-ngs
and can raise your
concerns or requests, so
please contact me. I am
honored to represent St.
Mark's at DECW.

The church fairy strikes
again! ECW has funded
two much needed items
for the Parish Hall kitchen.
At our summer luncheon
we voted to purchase a
garbage disposal and new
ligh-ng. Viola! Mission
accomplished!
Our thanks to Mark Adrian
for installing both of these
items. Rita Shale gave us a
"kitchen wish list," so
watch for coming
aDrac-ons. We're not
through yet!

M

olly Kerr
is ECW’s chair.

She can be reached at:
541-779-9810
or 541-890-1860
or by e-mail at:
mlkerr7@aol.com

If anyone else knows of
items needed for the
church please contact me.
You never know what
could happen!

CHURCH MOUSE TREASURES SALE September 23 & 24
below: Mel Weston works the sale

above: Debra McFadden makes a sale…
another happy customer!
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CONNECTIONS UPDATE
...by John Richardson & the Connections Committee

C

onnec5ons
is a part of St. Mark’s
Pastoral Care
Commission.

The Connec2ons CommiBee:
Pam Cartmel
Sherry Marston
Shirley McNair
Bobbie Middaugh
John Richardson

S

ummer is over. School
is back in session and
at St Mark’s we are
star-ng back into the fall
ac-vi-es. The members of
the Connec-ons
CommiDee wish to thank
all our volunteers for their
eﬀorts. Your willingness to
help us stay connected is
very much appreciated.

then to let your liaison to
the Connec-ons
commiDee know. Going
forward, we are asking
that you update your
commiDee member by the
14th of each month. If you
are not sure who your
commiDee member is,
please contact one of the
people listed below.

As we head back into our
fall rou-nes, Connec-ons
is asking each of our
volunteers to get in touch
with their contacts and

Thank you all again for
your support. You are
helping to make St Mark’s
and even beDer
community .

EMERGENCY
PASTORAL
HOTLINE:
541541- 778778 - 3305
This pastoral
emergency phone is
available whenever
the church office is
closed.
Call this cell phone
to access the
pastoral care
hotline. This number
is on the outgoing
greeting recording
of the church office
telephone.
Call if you need us!
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A

smile costs
nothing but gives
much. It enriches
those who receive,
without making
poorer those who
give. It takes but a
moment, but the
memory of it
some-mes lasts
forever

IN MEMORI@M
M@RGE TINSLEY
d. September 11, 2011
DESIREÉE FITCH
(Huberta Murphy’s daughter)
BRUCE H@MMOND
(Ron Negless’ brother-in-law)

DOROTHE@ OSBORNE
(Linda Albright’s mother)

ELE@NOR W@RD
(Sara Ward’s grandmother)

JOHN @LEX@NDER
(June 13, 1927 — September 27, 2011)
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS
WELCOME COMMISSION POOL PARTY August 27
left: The group met at the Bouwers’ home

right: In the swim with the grandkids!

BBQ PICNIC: Holmes Park
September 25
left: Adam Kurth mans the grill
below & right: Everyone enjoyed the food
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We’re on the web!

Blessingof
theAnimals

www.stmarks-medford.org

In celebra5on
of the Feast of St. Francis,
we celebrate
the Blessing of Animals …
ST. MARK’S CHURCH
Sunday, October 2nd
… a9er the 10 :, service
ROGUE VALLEY MANOR
Wednesday, November 9th
2:30 +,
Come and join the fun!
And even if you don’t own a pet,
invite the animals
of your friends and rela5ons!

