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WHERE A RE WE G OING ?

T

he readings
assigned to us for
Sunday, August
28, revolved
around a theme of people
being called to be/do
more than they had
previously imagined …
very likely, more than
they’d have asked or
imagined.

Peter is appalled when
Jesus talks of going to
Jerusalem and tells the
disciples how much it will
cost them to follow him
there. Peter goes so far
as to take Jesus aside to
rebuke him, saying, “God
forbid it, Lord!”
(Ma5hew 16:21-28)

Paul lays out a daunng
list of challenges,
arculang ways to live
for others as Christ lived
for us. (Romans 12:9-21)
We only get Paul’s side in
this case, so we don’t
know how those who
received the le5er
responded. Perhaps they
echoed Peter’s “God
forbid!”
Moses turned aside from
his ordinary business of
shepherding his father-inlaw’s sheep to see a

burning bush, only to have
God address him to tell
him to go back to Egypt
and set God’s people free.
Moses replies, “Who am I
that I should go to
Pharaoh?” (Exodus 3:1-15)

EVERYONE.

J

gather for a couple of
evenings to arculate
plans for the future.
There are three ways
every member of the
congregaon can
parcipate:

ed Holdorph
is the rector of St.
Mark’s Church.
If you have any
comments or
feedback to oﬀer,
please feel free to
call him at the
church oﬃce or
send an e-mail to:

Consider how we might
1) embrace
extraordinary
possibilies;

jedh@connpoint.net

2) share your ideas
with a member of the
vestry; and
3) pray that we
respond faithfully to
the call.
In each case, rather
unremarkable folk are told
to do remarkable things
and ordinary people are
called to be extraordinary.
Peter and Moses respond
with peevish indignaon
or false humility, each
apparently trying to avoid
the call.
At St. Mark’s, we, too, are
called to be/do more than
we typically ask or
imagine. To discern the
parculars of that call is
the work of the vestry’s
planning.
In early September,
members of the vestry will
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On that ﬁnal suggeson, I
oﬀer an apt prayer from
our own tradion:
Almighty and everliving
God, source of all wisdom
and understanding, be
present with those who
take counsel for the
renewal and mission of
your Church. Teach us in
all things to seek ﬁrst your
honor and glory. Guide us
to perceive what is right,
and grant us both the
courage to pursue it and
the grace to accomplish it;
through Jesus Christ our
BCP, p. 818
Lord. Amen.

541-773-3111

I

nside this issue:
JR. WARDEN’S LET-

2

CONNECTIONS

2

MUSIC NOTES

3

IN MEMORIAM

3

OUTREACH

4-5

FAMILY NURTURING
CENTER (FNC)

5

ECW &
BOOK STUDY

6

ICONS

7

HIGHLIGHTS

8

www.stmarks-medford.org

ST. MARK’S LIONTALES

SEPTEMBER 2011

F ROM Y OUR SENIOR WARDEN

...by Bill Dames

HOSPITALITY

B

ill Dames
is the Junior Warden
at St. Mark’s.

Please contact him at:
541-772-1755
or email him at:
dames@jeﬀnet.org

Part of Chrisanity is
hospitality, engaging
others. We can all improve
our hospitality – by talking
with strangers (and with
strange parishioners) at
coﬀee hour. Parcipang
in Open Gate dinners is
another chance to engage
other parishioners.

REBUILD HAITI CHURCH

Talking with strangers
outside of church is a type
of hospitality. Occasionally,
even the subject of religion
will come up. You may
even invite a friend to a
music concert at St.
Mark’s, or an event like
the American Bandstand,
or to help with the Food
Pantry. We can all be a
li5le more hospitable.

A C ONNECTIONS U PDATE

P

am Cartmel
is our Parish Nurse.

Please contact her at:
541-831-0180
or
pamcartmel@charter.net
“Connec2ons” is a part of
St. Mark’s Pastoral Care
Commission.
The Connec2on Commi?ee:
Pam Cartmel
Sherry Marston
Shirley McNair
Bobbie Middaugh
John Richardson

As you may remember
from the annual meeng
and our previous Lion
Tales arcle, the
Connecons Commi5ee is
providing a means to
increase contact among
the members of the St
Mark’s family.
The Commi5ee is working
with the Pastoral Care
Commiee and Fr. Jed to
idenfy those members of
the parish who are ill,
homebound or for some
other reason need
addional contact. The
process has established a
cadre of parish members
who will regularly contact
those people who need it.
The goal is to have the
network members contact
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The 2011 Diocesan
Conven2on Outreach Project
begins on September 11th &
concludes November 6th.
All are invited to join the
campaign to ‘Rebuild Our
Church in Hai2.’ “Bricks” can
be purchased for $10 apiece.
Contact Barbara Ross at 800452-2562 or email her at
barbarar@diocese-oregon.org.

...by John Richardson & the Connections Committee

friends and acquaintances
wherever possible. The
whole process is to be
informal and friendly.
Contacts can be by phone,
personal visit or at church.
We want to ensure that
everyone feels that they
are a welcome part of the
St Mark’s family.
In the months since our
orientaon, the
Connecons Commi5ee
has been busy. The
response from the St.
Mark’s family has been
wonderful. There are over
forty members of the
Connecons network and
they are acvely geIng in
touch with over sixty of
our members who need
the contact.

This is a ministry that is
easy to do and takes very
li5le me or eﬀort.
Nonetheless, it serves a
very important purpose by
making sure that no
member of our family feels
ignored or neglected.
If you think you might like
to help in this ministry or if
you have quesons or
know someone who
should be added to our
roster to be contacted,
please get in touch with
one of the Connecon
Commi5ee members or
call the church oﬃce and
leave the informaon. If
you are not already a
member of the
Connecons network, we
hope to have you join us.
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...by Peggy Evans

WELCOME BACK!

HANDBELL ENSEMBLE

Welcome back to
members of the St. Mark's
Chancel Choir! Welcome
back to members of the St.
Mark's Handbell
Ensemble! Welcome back
to Music at St. Mark's
concerts audiences!

St. Mark's Handbell
Ensemble will resume
rehearsals on Thursday,
September 15th at 6:15 PM
in the music room below
the parish hall. If you've
never rung handbells
before, we'll teach you
what you need to know.
We always have room for
new ringers!

CHANCEL CHOIR
POTLUCK
On Thursday, September
8th, the St. Mark's Chancel
Choir will begin its fall
acvies. We start at 6 PM
with a potluck supper. At
6:45 PM we'll begin our
singing through the
anthems for the fall. We'll
end at about 9, preparing
music for Sunday,
September 11th. Please
come and join us for all or
part of this evening. No
audion is required for the
choir, so please just come.
Regular Thursday evening
rehearsals at 7:30 PM will
begin the following
Thursday, September 15th.

MUSIC AT ST. MARK'S
Enclosed is our Music at St.
Mark's brochure for 201112. Please take a look at it
now and mark dates on
your calendar. You simply
will not want to miss our
concerts!

C89:;<= M>?@A
CBCA<=D
Our ﬁrst concert is Sunday,
September 18th at 3 PM,
when Larry Stubson,
Thomas and Cynthia
Stauﬀer and Kimberly Fitch
will play chamber works by
Brahms, Kodaly and Fauré.

Larry Stubson, violin, a
member of St. Mark's, is a
former string specialist in
the Medford schools.
Thomas Stauﬀer, cello, is
emeritus professor of
music from UC San Diego.
Cynthia Stauﬀer, piano,
has played and coached a
great deal of chamber
music. Kimberly Fitch,
viola, recently received her
Master's in Music degree
from UC Santa Barbara.
This will be a ﬁne concert
in our wonderful acouscal
space! If you would like to
help with this concert —
ushering, helping with the
recepon —please contact
me.

P

eggy Evans
is the Music and
Choir director for
St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her, she can
be reached at:
541-482-3075

SD. C<A@F@9 T89CG?!
Many thanks to our St.
Cecilia supporters who
connue to make our
concert series possible.
As always, if you have any
quesons, please contact
me.

IN MEMORI@M
@LVIN (SONNY) M. H@MLIN
d. July 23, 2011
Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon him.
May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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OUTREACH

...by Pat Ayers and the Outreach Committee

OUTREACH MEETINGS

O

utreach
Commiee

The Outreach Commi?ee
meets on the
ﬁrst Saturday
of each month.
Our next mee2ng will be
Saturday, September 3rd
@ 10 "# in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the
commi?ee, please call
Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
The Outreach Commi?ee:
Pat Ayers
Bobbie Fasel
Barbara Holley
Earl King
Kristen & Adam Kurth
Susan Ladue
Chris2an Mathisen
Kit Nilles
Rita Shale

ATer a summer of no
meengs, the Outreach
Commission will resume
monthly meengs on
Saturday, September 3rd.
We meet the ﬁrst Saturday
of each month except for
July and August in Hafer
House at 10 AM.
If you are interested in
serving on an acon
commi5ee that includes
supporng St. Mark’s Food
Pantry, the Community
Garden, the Family
Nurturing Center,
volunteering on local
Habitat for Humanity
homes and world-wide
projects that include
sponsoring two children in
an orphanage/school in
Honduras and leaders
helping the poor in
Tajikistan; we would
welcome you on the
Outreach Commission.
Please call Pat Ayers at
541-608-7653.

PANTRY HELP NEEDED
We need people to help on
Wednesdays between
1:15 PM and 3 PM to pick
up several boxes of bread
and transport them to
the St. Mark’s kitchen.
Please contact Rita Shale
(541-826-9883) or Darlene
Hale (541-779-4177).
Thank you!
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PANTRY NEEDS:
PET FOOD

MEDFORD
FOOD PROJECT

First and most importantly:
Many thanks to those who
have donated dog and cat
food to be given away at our
Thursday Food Pantry. Your
generosity is greatly
appreciated!!

On Saturday, August 13th,
volunteers with the
Medford Food Project
collected 1400 pounds of
non-perishable food.

Second: Unfortunately,
donations have dropped off
in recent weeks but the
need continues. Please help
by either by purchasing bags
of dry dog or cat food and
dropping them off at the
church or through monetary
donations. We are giving
out approximately 30
pounds of dog food and 10
pounds of cat food per
week. Janet Alpine
continues to spear this
project; if you have any
questions you can contact
her at 541-601-1225 or
jalpine556@gmail.com.

Twenty community food
pantries beneﬁted by
receiving approximately
75 lbs. of food; St. Mark’s
Food Pantry included.

THE NEXT PICKUP
IS SCHEDULED
FOR SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 8TH
DOTTY’S STORY
During the last Medford Food
Project collection, my
enthusiastic and generous
friend, Dotty and I (Pat Ayers)
together collected bags of
non-perishable food from our
respective neighborhoods in
southwest Medford. Dotty
received a hand-written card
from an unknown neighbor
thanking her for taking the
time to do this because at one
time, this woman had to rely
upon food given to her by
others to feed her children.
Dotty’s eyes welled up with
tears as she read the card and
confessed that she, too, in the
past, had to rely upon others
to help feed her family.
“This is why I am so
grateful to be able to
par2cipate in the Medford
Food Project,” said Do5y,
“I’ve been there.”
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(cont.’)

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
On Saturdays, July 16 and
23, several members of St.
Mark’s showed up and
worked on House #41.
Nicole LaFord and her two
children will be owners of a
three-bedroom, two-bath
home off Orchard Lane in
Medford. The family will
celebrate Thanksgiving and
Christmas in their new
home.
St. Mark’s parcipates in
the Apostles Build in the
Habitat for Humanity
program. Several churches
donate volunteer me and
monies towards building
homes for families in need.
This is a part of the
Outreach Commission at
St. Mark’s. If you want
more informaon, please
call Earl King at
541-535-6657.

RE-STORE RELOCATES
Habitat for Humanity is
moving its offices and ReStore to the former Naumes
building at 2233 South
Pacific Highway. This will be
a more visible location, more
organized with a designated
donation center, and much
easier access for its
customers.

Habitat Apostles Build (7/16/11)
right: Kit Nilles
below: The Rev. Norman Somes

The recessionary economy
has boosted the Re-Store’s
success. Many people are
remodeling their homes
instead of buying and the Re
-Store has lots of bargains.
Habitat has been forced to
slow down house
construcon because of a
serious drop-oﬀ in donaons
from tradional sources.
Please check out the new
Re-Store headquarters for
your remodeling needs.

N EWS FROM THE F AMILY N URTURING C ENTER
As August draws to a close,
we are busy preparing for
graduaon and for the
beginning of a new school
year. This is a bi5ersweet
me for us. Although the
transioning out of so
many of the children into
mainstream programs
means that we’ve done
our work and achieved our
desired outcome (stronger,
more stabile families and

healthier li5le ones), their
departure from our lives
will leave us missing them.
But come September, new
children and their families
will enter our Center,
which will once again be
ﬁlled with love and
laughter, learning and
sharing, tears and
triumphs.
The next few months will
bring many excing

...by Susan Ladue

dreams to fruion for the
Center. You – our faithful
supporters – will be
amongst the ﬁrst to know
about our steps towards
growth and increased
service to the community.
In the meanme, enjoy the
last summer weeks, and
know that you are a great
and wonderful giT to all of
here.

F

amily
Nurturing Center
Mission Statement:
Strengthening
families so children
can live safely and
develop fully in their
parents’ care.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN ...by Molly Kerr
SUMMER NEWS

M

olly Kerr
is ECW’s chair.

She can be reached at:
541-779-9810
or 541-890-1860
or by e-mail at:
mlkerr7@aol.com
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ECW's "Ladies of Summer"
luncheon attendees are still
basking from our afternoon
beneath umbrellas on the
RVCC terrace. Looking
elegant in summer dresses
and hats, we were the talk
of the terrace. Lady
figurines, flowers and
chocolates graced the long
table where, after sharing
summer memories (some
touching ands ome
hilarious), we discussed how
to spend some of our funds.

money to Fr. Jed's
Discre2onary Fund for
helping those in need.
ECW receives most of our
funds from memorial
service receptions and we
want to thank the families
who donate to us so we can
pass it on to help others, our
church and FNC. I also want
to thank those who donate
time and food for these
receptions. You are
indispensable in making it all
happen.

RUMMAGE SALE!
Don't forget ECW's
rummage sale "Church
Mouse Treasures" on
September 23/24 (name
chosen at our luncheon).

There are sign-up sheets
for helping set up, work
shiTs, or disassemble (All
under our new canopies
ECW provided). Contact
Debra McFadden at
541-772-2582 or
dmcfad1006@aol.com.

We voted to purchase
some needed items for
the Parish kitchen and to
check into brighter
lighng. We discussed
UTO and how to obtain
grants, needs of FNC, and
we voted to donate

DECW BOARD RETREAT
I am looking forward to
a5ending the Diocesan
Episcopal Church Women’s
Board retreat at Seal Rock
on September 15-17. They
are amazed at all our ECW
has accomplished.

BOOK S TUDY G ROUP

...by Barbara Holley & Don Ogren

On Wednesday,
September 14th, we will
start a new book series
using C. S. Lewis' "Mere
Chris)anity" as our text.
This book is about Lewis'
faith journey and his
arguments for Chrisanity
in clear language. To kick
things oﬀ, we will be
showing the movie “The
Life of C.S. Lewis - Through
Joy and Beyond.”

PerMnent Facts:
• Subsequent sessions will
be 9/28, 10/5, 10/12,
10/26 and 11/2.
• For the ﬁrst session, we
will share food at 6 PM
with the discussion
beginning at 7 PM.
• Parcipants should bring
an hors d'oeuvre to the
ﬁrst session. Cookies and
coﬀee will be provided.
• At the ﬁrst session, we will
discuss eang plans for
subsequent sessions.

• The book is available
through Amazon and
probably Barnes & Noble.
• Parcipants will take turns
leading the sessions.
• We will obtain a study guide.

Email Don Ogren
at dogren@mac.com
or Barbara Holley at
barbara@holleywoodfarm.com,

or telephone the church
oﬃce if you plan to
parcipate.
We hope you will join us!
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...by Katherine Brafford

For as long as I can
remember I have been
attracted to icons.
Something about the
stillness and intimacy of
icons both fascinated me on
an intellectual level and
drew me toward them on a
spiritual level. Because of my
interest, they, together with
chant, are the focus of my
senior project, Journey to
Light: A Festival of Byzantine
Chant and Icons.
In Greek, the word "icon"
simply means "image".
However, over the
centuries it has come to
mean a certain type of
image that is not a literal
portrait but a spiritual
image of the person
represented.
Icons are controversial.
The 2nd Commandment
instructs us not to make or
worship graven images.
Icon a5ackers believe that
icons are graven images
therefore they are idols.
Yet one of the basic
statements of Christian faith
comes from the Gospel of

John. “The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.”
This is how Fr. Patrick
Doolan, an iconographer,
explains icons to his skeptical
aunt. "'Look, when I stand
before an image I am not
worshipping this matter but
I’m worshiping He who
became matter for my
salvation… The Church
teaches that Christ is a real
man and real men can be
painted. If you say that Christ
cannot be painted then
you’re saying that He wasn’t
a real person”
(Christians in Visual Arts).

If we believe that God
revealed himself in the
person of Jesus Christ in
human form, then we can
also accept the idea of icons.
The purpose of all icons is
to show the way to the
Divine. Like chant, icons
have no "beat" or
"rhythm." Both are
designed to create a sense
of inmacy, peace, and
silence, and to encourage
contemplaon and
connecon with the
Divine. To that end, ﬁgures

Used with permission.

in icons are not meant to
be literal representaons.
Instead, icons are designed
to reﬂect the ﬁgure's
essenal spiritual core,
which transcends his/her
natural body, and to exist
independently of me and
space.
I think of icons like
telephones. If you wanted to
call a friend, you would pick
up the phone, dial the
number, and the phone
would ring. Your friend would
pick up the phone and you
would chat. You wouldn’t talk
to the phone; you would use
the phone to talk to your
friend. The same thing is true
about icons. Icons are a way
to talk to God and, perhaps
more importantly, to listen.

E MERGENCY P ASTORAL HOTLINE: 541-778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed. Call
this cell phone to access the pastoral care hotline. This number is on the outgoing
greeting recording of the church office telephone. Call if you need us!
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American
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B<C<R@DD@CS D8< F9:@FT N>=D>=@CS C<CD<=
Sunday, September 11, 2011  6 – 9 PM
And the beat goes on… and the beat goes on - at Edenvale Winery’s Voorhies Mansion
Gardens. You can listen, dance, or both to great hits provided by the Blue Lightning
band; from the mellow tunes of the past up to today’s pop Rock & Roll. We are joined at
this event by Trinity Ashland and other parishes within our convocaon. Beverages and
food plates will be available at reasonable prices.
Admission Mckets are $15 per person and proceeds will go to the Family Nurturing
Center – so bring your neighbors and friends!!
For ckets, contact Kit (541-773-7286), Susan (541-779-5242) or Gayle (541-773-3111),
or see Pat Ayers, Rita Shale, Bobbie Fasel, Kristen Kurth or Chrisan Mathisen.
Tickets can also be picked up at the church oﬃce (M-F 9-3).

