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WHO WE ARE 

In recent years, we’ve summarized our mission in just a few words: 

St. Mark’s Church 
… where we hear and proclaim the Good News  
     of God’s love for everyone. 

We’ve used this brief statement in conjunction with our annual pledge appeals the 
past couple of years.  The statement intends to say something important both about 
(1) who we are right now, and (2) and a calling we have yet to live fully into.   

This statement has also been a starting point in recent Vestry conversations about 
our need to develop an updated strategic plan for St. Mark’s. 

Why do we do what we do? 
But before we get into the nitty-gritty details of organization and/or specific plans 
for the future, I’ve been asking vestry members to work with me to clarify the 
reasons behind any plans we develop.  My thinking is that it doesn’t make sense to 
make plans without knowing the point of those plans. 

Within the Vestry, then, we’ve been focusing our conversation around a cluster of 
ministry areas (not necessarily established committees or programs, mind you, but 
on areas of importance to our vitality) as a prelude to the actual planning.  These 
specific identified areas of concern are:  parish life, worship, formation, outreach, 
evangelism, and support. 

The definitions of some of these concerns will be unclear to some.  (Why say 
“formation” if you mean education?)  The connotations we have with some of these 
concerns will be unappealing to others.  (Are we going to start knocking on 
strangers’ doors?)  Additionally, some of these concerns may be so familiar to us 
that it’s hard to say clearly what we mean to say.  

Tweeting our way to clarity 
These are all large concerns. They’re all vital to our life and ministry and we could 
write volumes on each of them, but we don’t need volumes; we need “tweets”! 
A person who uses “Twitter” becomes very familiar with “tweets.”  For those 
unfamiliar with the term, here’s how a dictionary might define the word: 

tweet  /twēt/  noun (plural tweets) 

 

The chirp of a small or young bird 
A microblog posting on the internet of not more than 140 characters 

Jed Holdorph is rector of  
St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 
feedback to offer, please feel 
free to call him at the church 
office or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 
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It’s the second definition, of course, that pertains here.  I’ve used Twitter a little 
and posted some “tweets.”  One of its virtues is that the discipline of reducing an 
idea to just 140 characters can sharpen one’s focus.   

In an effort to help us come up with a workable purpose statement for each of the 
areas of concern I’ve described, I asked the Vestry to help boil the statements 
down to a “tweet” – something focused and to the point. (And I shared the 
exercise with those attending the forum on a few Sundays in June, as well.) The 
challenge is to say something both meaningful and clear in so few words.   

Here’s what I/we/you came up with: 

Parish Life is how we celebrate our life together, offering mutual care for one 
another and engaging in activities to know each other better    

         [140 characters] 

Worship is how we discover – through prayer and liturgy – our identity as God’s 
beloved and our calling to be God’s people in the world    

         [135 characters] 

Formation is how we engage our traditions, deepen our faith and spiritual lives, and 
equip ourselves, at all ages, to face life’s challenges 

         [140 characters] 

Outreach is how we work together to manifest God’s love to those outside our 
congregation as we strive towards the God’s Kingdom in our world  

         [140 characters] 

Evangelism is how we proclaim God’s love to others, teaching them about our 
spiritual life and inviting them to join us on our faith journey    

         [140 characters] 

Support is how we encourage our people, while managing the finances and 
facilities needed for our ministries, to fulfill St. Mark’s mission   

          [139 characters] 

I don’t doubt that there’s  room 
for improvement. And I admit 
that I had to omit some 
excellent points raised in our 
conversations in order to keep 
under the limit of 140 
characters. These “tweets” still 
need a few “tweaks.”  All the 
same, I think these statements 
give a bit more of a framework 
for the next steps to be taken – 
organization, planning, goal-setting, etc.  

There’s more work to be done – and the Vestry intends to pursue that work this 
summer.  So stay tuned. 
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Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden 
at St. Mark’s. 

Please contact her at: 
541-773-7286 

or email her at: 
knilles@clearwire.net 

 

ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
Class of 2012: 
Pat Ayers 
Julie Drengson 
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden) 
Beverley Brahe 

Class of 2013: 
Mary Adrian 
Barbara Holley 
Kristen Kurth 
Sherry Marston 

Class of 2014 
Bill Dames (Jr. Warden) 
Susan Ladue 
Elliott Meyerding 
Francis Plowman 

FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN 

Dear Ones, 

I have been on vacation the last month. When I left it was spring and when I 
returned it was summer. Just as the seasons change so does our church and in 
just a month so much has happened.  

Please read Jed’s message which is a summary of the discussions we have 
been having about our church’s role. Ultimately, how does St. Mark’s 
develop our corner of God’s kingdom? Everyone has a voice in this work.  

I also wanted to thank the Welcome Committee and especially Sally Bouwer, 
Kristen Kurth and Gayle Turner who have put together a new flier 
summarizing our church’s programs. It is for Greeters and Ushers to hand out 
to visitors and will be in a new member packet as well. It has information on 
the many ways to become involved at St. Mark’s. Some of us old-timers 
might be surprised to learn how many ways we can join in. There is a place 
for everyone and I would invite you to look it over.  

Lastly I wanted to thank the Outreach Committee, and especially Pat Ayers, 
who organized the “Fourth Sunday Food Bags” for the pantry. The pantry 
has become a great witness in our community and serves an important need. 
It was great to see so many of you bring in food to help the effort. Thank you 
for that.  
 God’s Blessings to you –  

 
IN MEMORIAM 

RICHARD HENSLEY 
November 9, 1930 — June 21, 2011 

Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord;  
And let light perpetual shine upon him. 

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed,  
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
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    Actual Budget Actual/Budget 
Pledge Income  $ 153,105  $   152,520    $         585 

Other Income  $     3,630  $       3,250    $         380 

Total Income  $ 156,735  $   155,770 $         965 

Total Expenses  $ 180,280  $   185,230    $   (4,950) 

 Net   $ (23,545)  $   (29,460)    $      5,915 

    YEAR TO DATE (as of June 30, 2011) 

For more information, 
please contact  
Kevin Klabunde,  
finance administrator,  
or Wes Weston, treasurer. 

FINANCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL UPDATE — HALF YEAR RESULTS 
We are slightly ahead of budget for the year to date, mostly because our expenses 
are less than budgeted. We continue to operate at a loss. Our 2011 budget shows a 
loss for the year of over $40,000. To help hold the line on this loss please remember 
to keep your pledge up during the summer if you are away. 

The 2011 budget is basically the same as last year's except we have reduced the 
Diocesan Assessment by 25%. This was done to minimize our continuing losses. 
We are carrying this amount as an unpaid liability to the Diocese. It  now is about 
$8000. Our plan is to pay this in the future when we hope we have the funds to do 
so. This was a very difficult decision, but there is little else that can be done 
otherwise to reduce expenses. We rely on our reserves to operate.  

In 2010, we had 141 pledging units with a total amount of $302,737 pledged ($2147 / 
unit). This year we have 127 pledging units with a total of $272,414 pledged ($2136 / 
unit). There is a bit of positive news  - our Sunday attendance through June 19th year is 
more than last year (averaging 126 in 2011 vs. 118 in 2010). 

Liturgical “Stay-cation”  
In recent years, we’ve taken a liturgical “stay-cation” during the summer 
months.  We’ve stayed at St. Mark’s (with all the familiar surroundings) and yet 
been able to explore other parts of the world in our worship, by using some of the 
prayers from various parts of the Anglican Communion. 

Starting in July, we’ll “travel” to Iona, a small island in the Western Hebrides off the 
coast of Scotland where St. Columba first established a monastic community in the 
6th century.  From Iona, a Celtic form of Christianity spread throughout Scotland and 
northern England.   

Today’s Iona Community incorporates ancient Celtic prayers with contemporary 
concerns.  Starting on July 24, we’ll experience an adaptation of their services for 
our worship on Sunday mornings.  (see the back page of this newsletter) 
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MUSIC NOTES 

SUMMERTIME GUEST ORGANISTS 
This summer we will be having several guest organists. Please be sure to 
welcome them warmly. Dawn Wille, our associate organist and member of 
St. Mark's Choir and Bell Ensemble is well-known to most of you. Russ 
Otte, retired Ashland High School choral director, is now residing in 
Ashland again, and attends Trinity Church. Suzanne Lang who years ago 
was my associate organist at Trinity Church, lives in Ashland and attends 
Trinity. Linda McGuire, a retired Rogue River school librarian, was 
organist at First Methodist, Medford, and St. Luke's, Grants Pass, and 
frequently fills in at First Presbyterian, Medford; she lives outside Rogue 
River. We are very fortunate to be able to have these guests! 

SUMMER SOLOISTS 
Also, please welcome our soloist at the 10 AM service each Sunday. They 
include our tenor section leader Brett Aakre, our bass section leader Dan 
Gibbs, and our choir member Mandee Light. Please thank them for giving 
of their time over the summer. 

SOPRANOS & ALTOS CHOIR — July 17 
TENORS & BASSES CHOIR — August 7 
This summer we will again have our annual Sopranos and Altos & Tenors 
and Basses choirs. Anyone interested in joining us should come at 9 AM on 
those mornings and we'll learn the music for the 10 AM service. No previous 
experience is necessary. You'll sit in the congregation and come to the choir 
chairs at the Peace. Please contact me if you have any questions. 

CHOIR RETREAT — Saturday, September 10 @ 10 AM 
The St. Mark's Chancel Choir will be holding its annual Choir retreat. If you 
plan to join the Choir in the fall, and if you are available on that Saturday, 
please come and join us as we begin the 2011-12 choir year. 

ST. CECILIA SOCIETY 
In this newsletter you will find the brochure for the St. Cecilia Society. In the 
next newsletter you will find the brochure for Music at St. Mark's. I can 
assure you that we have a very exciting year planned, including a 20th 
anniversary celebration of our Bond pipe organ. Please give generously to the 
St. Cecilia Society to support the Music at St. Mark's concert series. All 
contributions are gratefully received! 

Peggy Evans is the  
Music and Choir director  
for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 
she can be reached at: 
 541-482-3075 

Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

Thank you for the 
flowers celebrating my 
graduation from 
Southern Oregon 
University! I appreciate 
them so much, as I 
appreciate the support 
you have given me on my 
graduate school journey. 
It’s been a long road, 
and I could not have 
finished without all of 
you cheering me on. 

Blessings,  
Barb Morris  
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Continued on the next page... 

The Outreach Committee 
meets on the first Saturday  
of each month, except in  
July & August.  

Our next meeting will be on 
Saturday, September 3rd 

@ 10 AM in Hafer House. 

If you’d like to join us or  
have ideas for the committee 
please call Pat Ayers  
at 541-608-7653.  

OUTREACH 
UPDATE ON ST. MARK’S PRODUCE PANTRY 
Note the word “produce” as opposed to “food”. We provide canned or packaged 
foods but fresh produce is our #1 objective. Other pantries give pre-packed boxes of 
mainly packaged foods, but our clients ‘shop’ for vegetables and fruit for their 
families. 

Since opening in January 2010, thousands of meals have been provided to our 
clients. We obtain food from Sherm’s Food 4 Less at a great discount, from The 
Gleaners in Central Point (free), gifts from Table Rock Fellowship, a tiny bit of 
fresh picked items from the Community Garden, and eggs purchased, when 
available, at the best price. Most of our volunteers bring a donation every week. We 
have “angels” who provide frozen chicken sections or fish, and also one who makes 
sure we have animal kibble. Toilet tissue is always appreciated. 

Our genius buyers have to decide how many clients to prepare for with what is 
available in the marketplace. We give away almost every sprig we have.  Anything 
left over is delivered to the Maslow Group (teen help) or the Gospel Mission — both 
men’s and women’s. Nothing is wasted. 

There are approximately 20 St. Mark’s volunteers who work either weekly, a couple 
of times a month or when available.  Some work half day; others put in a full day. 
Every week a member of FNC staff works in the afternoon. We have several clients 
who now come and help with the pantry. That was an aim from the beginning….to 
serve in such a way that all are treated with dignity and kindness so they feel 
impelled to do the same for their community. On June 6th we had 6 clients serving!!! 

We see the pantry as an extension of St. Mark’s congregation. It is a ministry from 
all of us to the community. Please consider giving some time or non-perishable 
goods (4th Sunday bags) or financial aid to your pantry. Another possible gift would 
be a light lunch for the volunteers on a Thursday. Every tiny contribution is deeply 
appreciated by all we serve. ...by Beverley Brahe, St. Mark's Food Pantry Greeter 

MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT & 4TH SUNDAYS 
If you haven’t joined in the work of the Medford Food Project yet, I encourage you 
to look at the website www.MedfordFoodProject.com. St Mark's received over 700 
pounds of food during the June distribution. 

You can also bring food to the church on the fourth Sunday of each month to be 
collected for the pantry. There are many ways to help the pantry and we are very 
grateful for the generosity of St Mark’s parishioners. Thanks you! 

DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING — August 24 & September 14 
For those interested in helping during a disaster and in the relief after a disaster, 
RVRNT is re-forming. Paul Robinson will be having trainings for the phone banks 
and for post-disaster recovery assistance at the First Congregational UCC Church in 
Medford on August 24 at 10:30 and on September 14 from 9 to noon. Contact: 
Christian Mathisen (541-535-2734). 
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NEWS FROM THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER 
5TH BIRTHDAY BASH IN REVIEW 
On June 10th, Fifth Street between Oakdale and Ivy became a site of great 
celebration and joy. The Family Nurturing Center threw a birthday bash to celebrate 
5 years of serving children and families in Jackson County. The party began at 4 PM 
inside the Church with a fabulous shadow puppet performance of Thumbelina by the 
Oregon Shadow Theatre. Adults and children alike were spellbound as the 
puppeteers worked their magic on an updated version of the children’s classic tale.  

Afterwards, almost 200 people feasted on pizza, veggies and dip, chips, watermelon 
and ice cream while listening to hits from the 70s and 80s, spun by the DJ. Sidewalk 
chalk drawing, hopscotch, hula hoops, face painting, bead making and playdough 
kept everyone busy until well after 7 PM. With the street closed to traffic, happy 
children everywhere, perfect weather, and an amazing outpouring of support from 
the community, it’s fair to say that the party was a huge success!  

Almost from the start, St. Mark’s has been an integral part of the Center’s growth 
and development; Without your generosity and support, we simply would not be 
able to do what we do. It was especially wonderful to see so many members of St. 
Mark’s congregation in attendance at the party – we hope you had a wonderful time.  

From everyone here at the Center, a heartfelt thank you for all that you have done – 
and continue to do – to ‘nurture’ us. As we continue to grow, we remain deeply 
grateful for our partnership with St. Mark’s.  (see photos on page 11) 

OUTREACH (cont.’) 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE — July 16 & 23 @ 8 AM to 2 PM 
St. Mark’s volunteers are needed to work on a Medford Habitat house. No tools or 
experience necessary but if you prefer to bring your tools; it is an option. Volunteers 
must be 18 years of age. St. Mark’s volunteers provide a luncheon for all workers. 
Please contact Earl King (541-535-6657) if you would like to participate by 
providing muscle or food. 

PROMISE NEIGHBORHOOD 
The news from the Promise Neighborhood is… well… promising! Over the summer 
months, steps will be taken to assess the needs in our neighborhood, to ascertain what 
services need to be set in place, and where they need to be 'housed'. In addition, we'll 
be preparing for the beginning of a neighborhood awareness program, initially 
through the schools, to bring the Promise public. By the time the September 
newsletter reaches you, we should have a plan to share, as well as a more definitive 
understanding of what you, as members of St. Mark's, can do to help. Stay tuned! 

The Family 
Nurturing Center’s 
Mission Statement: 
Strengthening families 
so children can live 
safely and develop fully 
in their parents’ care. 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) 
SUMMER LUNCHEON — Saturday, August 20th @ 11:30 AM 
Ready for more fun? Mark your calendars for ECW's fabulous summer 
luncheon on the RVCC terrace. The theme will be "“Ladies of Summer", so 
come with summer memories, summer dresses and HATS. Don't forget our 
September rummage sale and FNC’s endless diaper needs.  

Have a glorious summer and may God watch over you during your fantastic 
adventures. 

Love in Christ, 
Molly 

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.  
She can be reached at:   
 541-779-9810  
or 541-890-1860 
or by e-mail at: 
 mlkerr7@aol.com 

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE:  541-778-3305 
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed. 
Call this cell phone to access the pastoral care hotline. This number is on the 
outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone.  Call if you need us! 

WELCOME COMMISSION 

Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me."  Matthew 10:40 

Do you have a desire to be more deeply engaged in the life and ministry of 
St. Mark’s? The Welcome Commission offers this opportunity through 
involvement in Coffee Hour as well as serving as an Usher or Greeter. We 
are actively seeking volunteers and would love it if you joined us! 
Another activity that the Welcome Commission offers is the Open Gate 
Dinners. These groups are made up of people in the parish and serve as an 
opportunity for folks to get to know each other a little better outside of 
church. Individuals or couples take turns hosting a dinner at either their home 
or in Hafer house. The host prepares the main entree and the remaining group 
members provide the rest.  
The Welcome Commission has a question for our St. Mark’s family: Is the 
Open Gate Dinners an activity that we all would like to see continue? Please 
share your opinion on this matter with Kristen Kurth. You can contact her by 
phone at 541-301-5429, or by email at kristen.n.kurth@gmail.com 
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DIOCESEAN SUMMER CAMP NEWS 
We are heading into the fourth summer of our shared camp and retreat program.  
By sharing a camp & retreat ministry with the Oregon/Idaho Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, we now have access to five sites in Oregon and over 140 
events for people of all ages. Our Episcopal identity is growing as more campers and 
volunteers in the diocese participate. Our Latino Youth Camp is a great example.   

There are adult retreats, family camps, specialty camps such as Quilting, Flyfishing and 
Handbells and a multitude of choices for our children and youth.  

If you would like to find out more about this ministry, go to our diocesan website, 
www.diocese-oregon.org, click on Commissions & Ministries and then click on Camp & 
Retreat Ministries.  You can also call me at 971-204-4124 or 800-452-2562, ext. 124, or 
you can send me an email at bethd@diocese-oregon.org. I would love to talk with you 
about the great things going on for all of us in this diocese. 

Here is a sampling of upcoming events (register online at gocamping.org): 
• “Come to the Waters” Diocesan Retreat in Hawaii, 2012:  Enjoy a week of 

renewal and rest at Camp Mokule'ia Episcopal Camp & Conference Center on 
the north shore of Oahu.  This event is limited to 36 participants so register early 
to reserve your place. (Adult) 

• Sisters Quilt Show Retreat: July 6-10 at Suttle Lake Camp (Adult) 
• Sisters Quilt Show Weekend: July 8-10 at Suttle Lake Camp (Adult) 
• Discovery Week II:  July 24-30 at Camp Latgawa (Children & Youth) 
• Handbell Camp:  July 30-August 2 at Wallowa Lake Camp (Adult) 
• Diocesan Week @ Camp:  July 31-Aug. 5th at Suttle Lake Camp (Children & Youth) 
• Grand Camp II:  August 19-21 at Camp Magruder (Grandparents & Grandkids) 

Connecting through  
Joint Ministry 
...by Beth Dieker,  

Missioner for  
     Ministry Development 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — August 8-12 @ 9 AM to Noon 
Mark your calendars - it's Vacation Bible School! St. Mark's is joining 
forces with Medford Congregation United Church of Christ, First 
Presbyterian, and Zion Lutheran to sponsor this week-long, fun-packed 
program for children who have completed kindergarten through 5th 
grade. The children will ‘Learn God's recipe for Learning’ at the First 
Presbyterian Church on Holly Street.  
Cost per child is $15 plus one 48 oz. can of juice to share if registered 
by July 22; late registration is $20. There is a $45 maximum fee per family 
and scholarships are available.  

Registration forms are available in the parish hall or in the 
office. For more information, contact Susan Ladue (541-
941-2850 or susanladue@gmail.com)  
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SUMMER HAPPENINGS  
MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, July 9th at 8 AM 
 - Saturday, August 13th at 8 AM 
We already have the cooks lined up for July and hope you will be there to 
share in the conversation, good food and Bible discussion. We’ll have good 
conversation and Bible discussion. Come join us for the fun! So our cooks 
can plan, please email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you can be at either 
one of these delicious breakfasts. 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY ALERT! - September 12th @ 9:30 AM 
Since the next issue of Lion’s Tale won’t be out until September, this is an 
alert to mark your calendars for the second Monday of September from 
9:30 to 10:30 AM.  That’s start date for morning Bible Study in our parish 
hall. We are so fortunate to have Fr. Tom Murphy (with his wit and wisdom) 
leading us as we take a fresh look at the Book of John. Always a very, very 
spirited discussion – no pun intended. All are most welcome!!!  

GARAGE/RUMMAGE SALE — SEPTEMBER 23 & 24 
ECW is sponsoring an all parish Rummage/Garage Sale this September. If 
you have price suggestions, please mark your items. Proceeds will go to 
various St. Mark’s projects. If you have items to donate, please contact Debra 
McFadden at 542-772-2582 (home) or 541-324-9451 (cell best for messages) 
about when and where to bring them to the church, or call if you would like 
to work a shift at the sale — everyone is welcome! Watch for details... 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE — Tuesdays at Noon 
Please email all announcements for the Sunday bulletin to Gayle in the office 
by the deadline: stmarks@connpoint.net. 

DEADLINE 
SEPTEMBER 

LION TALES 
Monday, Aug. 22nd 

at 9 AM 
Please email all articles, 
announcements & photos 
to Gayle in the office at 
stmarks@connpoint.net. 

AMERICAN BANDSTAND 
September 11th — 6 -9 PM 

Enjoy an evening out complete with music of Blue Lightening,  
dancing and wonderful company. Wine, beer and snacks are also availa-

ble. All the proceeds go to support the Family Nurturing Center. 

$15 per person  
for a night in the Voorhies Mansion Gardens at Eden Valley Winery. 

See Susan Ladue, Pat Ayers, Kit Nilles, Rita Shale, Bobbie Fasel,  
Kristen Kurth or Christian Mathisen for tickets. 
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS 

Family Nurturing Center  
       5th Birthday Party 
             June 10th 

Hanson/Hobbs 
Wedding 
June 17th 
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Liturgical  
Stay-cation 

For the first half of summer, we’ve been using prayers  
from the New Zealand Prayer Book.  

L ater in the summer, our worship services will “go” 
someplace we’ve never been before, to the Isle of 
Iona (off the coast of Scotland).  Iona has been an 
important center of Celtic Christianity for 1500 years, 

and remains a vital center of pilgrimage in our own day.  

(see more inside, page 4) 

St. Martin’s Cross,  
at the Abbey on Iona 


