LION TALES
St. Mark’s Church

February 2011

THE ANNUAL MEETING
I opened my address to the congregation at this year’s Annual Meeting by
recalling the star I drew at this year’s Epiphany Party. The idea, of course, is
that the word printed on the star you select has, in some sense, selected you.
It’s your word for the year. It’s your spiritual gift.
My star this year was “PURPOSE” – not quite what I’d been hoping for, but
I see why it might be the right star all the same. And I intend to share it with
you in the year to come. Indeed, before I drew this year’s star, I had already
resolved that we needed to be more purpose-full.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.

Our “Connections” program created a statement of purpose last fall and the
exercise in doing so is one that could be helpful elsewhere. I’ll ask the vestry
to try it. And we may ask others to do the same.

If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel free
to call him at the church office
or send an e-mail to:

It may be helpful, maybe even VERY helpful, for us to engage is such an
exercise, but it won’t resolve the matter for the whole congregation. In one
of the readings assigned to us on the morning of the Annual Meeting, St. Paul
said, “Consider your own call, brothers and sisters …” He was making a
different point, but I hear this phrase as an invitation for all of us as well.
In its own way, our pledge appeal last fall was asking us to consider our call.
And what I heard you say – in small groups at church and in people’s homes
and during Sunday morning forums – was a recognized sense of purpose.
Downtown Medford is where we were first planted and rooted and I heard
you reaffirm this as the place where we need to learn to live and grow and
thrive, even as we embrace the new challenges and opportunities in a
changed neighborhood.
There’s more for us to do if we are to clarify our purpose. We’re going to
have to talk about demographics and finances. And we’re going to have to
wrestle with how we can reverse trends or, alternatively, whether we can
afford all that we take for granted. And in all these discussions, it will be
necessary for us to clarify our purpose – or, in other words, to “consider our
own call, brothers and sisters.”

jedh@connpoint.net
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FROM YOUR JUNIOR WARDEN
I hate to leave a party before it’s over. Three years ago the Vestry put five
ideas (goals) up on the Parish Hall wall. I wrote them down in my pocket
calendar and have referred to them time and time again. Carefully
transferring them ahead as each new year came. They are/were: 1. Growth
by 20%. 2. exciting programs for adults and youth. 3. full time assistant
priest. 4. community hub. 5. improvements to kitchen, Parish Hall and
accessibility to front door (ramp) and Parish Hall.
There is no denying that the Parish Hall and the two kitchens have been
nicely improved. How quickly we can put the old looks behind us. And I
might add that it is still within the approved budget, although there are still a
few tables and chairs that would love to have a sponsor. (hint, hint) The
accessibility issue is still in the air, although there are plans drawn. There is
resistance both in the financial impact and the dramatic change a ramp would
have to the courtyard.

Bob Wille is completing his
term as Junior Warden.
You can contact Bob at
541-826-3446
or email him at
rwille@ccountry.net

As a community hub we have moved mightily. The garden, FNC, Pantry and
a long list of groups that use us after hours all attest to St. Mark’s being a
prominent fixture in the neighborhood. We have had our fair share of
publicity and should be proud. The seeds that have been planted are up to
God to see sprout. Although our numbers are dwindling, it is not because our
members are being chased away because of what we have done in the
community. I turned sixty this year; and I’m among the youngsters.
And there you have it. Oh, sure, there have been all kinds of things that have
gone on. A roof and an arm long list of repairs. If we spent every penny we
have; tomorrow we would still be a hundred year old building. But what we
are worth and what we have to spend are two different horses. The Finance
Committee is quick to remind us that our annual budget is what we have to
live on. We can not continue to spend down our savings account and have a
bright future. This year’s budget will be tighter than last; and for good
reason: Our pledges, our bread and butter, just aren’t there. Fewer and fewer
are giving more and more, but we are losing ground. We are a church, but
we must still operate like a business. The Vestry sometimes has to walk a
very fine line between emotion and stewardship and it is the Finance
Committee who sometimes has to give us a ‘hard nosed’ reality check.
So, how’s that for a Swan Song? It’s been a delightful three years as your
Senior and now Junior Warden. Lord knows I’m not going far; the party
isn’t over, but I’ll be turning in my keys. I’ll settle back into my front pew
and be the dutiful Choir widower to Dawn. Serve a time or two a month and
try to be handy.
See you in church

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)
Beverley Brahe
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
Class of 2014
Bill Dames
Susan Ladue
Elliott Meyerding
Francis Plowman
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FINANCE
2010 Year End Financial Summary
DECEMBER 2010
Actual

Budget

2010 YEAR TO DATE

Act/Bud

Actual

Budget

Act/Bud
$ (35,138)

Pledge
Income

$ 35,052 $ 44,899

$ (9,847)

$ 303,462

$ 338,600

Other Income

$ 17,259 $ 14,017

$

$

$

Total Income

$ 52,311 $ 58,916

$ (6,605)

$ 330,366

$ 359,493

$ (29,127)

Total
Expenses

$ 30,666 $ 41,537

$

10,871

$ 369,453

$ 400,305

$ (30,852)

Net

$ 21,645 $ 17,379

$

4,266

$ (39,087)

$ (40,812) $

3,242

26,904

20,893 $

COMMENT - - - Year end results
We ended the year close to budget. While this is commendable we had a
deficit of almost $40M, the largest in recent memory. Our income was less
than expected, primarily due to the death of several large pledgers. We were
able to compensate by this due to the careful use of our resources. Also the
unfortunate death of our Sexton enabled us to save on personnel costs. We
have contracted out the duties of the Sexton, saving some as a result. Our
reserves will cover this deficit for the moment. However, they are sufficient,
given no change in our present situation, to cover us only for the next several
years. Looking to the future, there is little we can do to further reduce
expenses. Our Parish staff is the minimum required to operate. This and the
Diocesan assessment represent over 80% of our expenses. The solution, as
has been mentioned before, is to find ways to get more members. Our number
of pledging units has been decreasing for the past 10 years.

IN MEMORIAM
DOROTHY ARNOLD
May 14, 1921—January 13, 2011

MARJORIE CLARKE
October 6, 1926— January 31, 2011
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

6,011

1,725

For more information,
please contact
Kevin Klabunde,
finance administrator,
or Wes Weston, treasurer.
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THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING
This year’s Annual Meeting was held after the later
service on Sunday, January 30. In the course of the
meeting, there was the typical variety of reports
offering different perspectives on matters of common
concern. Copies of the written report will be available
in the coming weeks.
Following the Rector’s address (see page 1), Lana
McGraw Boldt reported on the work of the
Nominating Committee to prepare a slate of
nominees for Vestry. She expressed delight in how
God seemed to move through their process, leading
the right people – with the right set of skills and
gifts needed – to be added to the new Vestry (More
information on the four persons elected follows below).
Kit Nilles, as Senior Warden, commented on some of the accomplishments
achieved by the Vestry in recent years, noting especially several highlights from
the year just past. In particular, she expressed pride in the weekly food pantry,
noting the wealth of support it has already received in its first year. With so
much going on and going so well, she professed great pride and offered great
optimism for the future life and ministry of St. Mark’s (Bob Wille, as Junior
Warden, noted his written report and added words of appreciation for the
opportunity to serve St. Mark’s).

VESTRY
THANKS!
A huge thank you to
Kit Nilles and
Bob Wille for
their work as
St. Mark’s Senior and
Junior Wardens for
2010.
Thanks, too, to the
retiring members of
Vestry for faithfully
serving the past three
years:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille

Two addenda from the Vestry were included in the report. The first addendum
provided an update on current bylaws. After reviewing expressed concerns
about the adequacy of these bylaws, the Vestry concluded that the
bylaws adopted by the 2010 Annual Meeting do not require any
amendment. Lana McGraw Boldt replied to the report, expressing
reservations and asking for time to present her concerns to the Vestry.
The second addendum reported on last summer’s “Spiffing Up” of the
parish hall. In addition to the ways in which current members enjoy the
face-lift, Debra McFadden emphasized how much it enhances our ability
to provide a warm and welcoming space for our neighbors and loved ones
after a memorial service. She thanked all those who were involved in this project.
Susan Ladue reported on the results of last fall’s pledge campaign. She offered
thanks to all those who have responded with generous gifts of support – those who
came before and have left us with so much and who have, by their example,
encouraged us to do our part for those to come after us. Although the total number of
pledges returned shows a net decline from the year before, the gifts offered are still
generous (including new pledges from nine new families and individuals).
Continued on the next page...
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ANNUAL MEETING (cont.’)
Barbara Johnson, as Chair of the Finance Committee, reported on the work of the
Finance Committee. She detailed some of the committee’s work as an advisory body
to the Vestry and went on to offer a sobering report on our current financial picture.
The printed report includes details of all parish income and expenditures in 2010,
as well as the details of the budget approved by the Vestry for 2011. Barbara
noted that the 2010 deficit was nearly $40,000 (roughly the same as what was
projected in the 2010 budget) and that the budget for 2011 projects an even
larger deficit for this year. While we have cash reserves, they are not able to
sustain the current trends of declining numbers of members and dollars
indefinitely.
At the conclusion of her report, the congregation expressed appreciation to her
and Dean Wendle, both of whom are retiring from the committee. The vestry
appointed two new members of committee: Pam Cartmel and John Alexander.
Dick McLaughlin was appointed as the new Chair.
A variety of reports from parish committees and commissions followed. Comments
were added to several of the reports. John Richardson shared more information
about the new plans to begin “Connections” as a way to help us all stay connected
with one another. Pat Ayers noted the many highlights of our Outreach ministries,
drawing particular attention to the new Medford Food Project just getting started
(and showing off one of the bright green bags to be used!).
At the conclusion of the meeting, the new Vestry members (including Beverley
Brahe who was appointed to fill the remainder of a term vacated by the resignation of
Richard Boucher last year) were commissioned to their new ministry.

NEW VESTRY MEMBERS
SUSAN LADUE
My name is Susan Ladue, and I have been a member of St. Mark’s since 2003 –
nine years this June! I joined the Episcopal Church sixteen years ago, and was
received into the congregation at Christ Episcopal Church in Needham, MA. My
experiences at St. Mark’s include Rite-13/J2A Youth Leader, Children’s Chapel
leader, Pageant director, LEM, lector, counter, Vestry member, and Junior Warden. I
have participated or am participating in the following committees/commissions:
worship, stewardship, welcome / fellowship, outreach, and PEP squad. I organize
our annual mission trip to San Francisco, and recently helped launch our Friday
morning Bible Study group. I have been honored to lead Sunday forums and
spiritual retreats, and am currently engaged in leadership of MM-5, a communitywide youth group.
Continued on page 8...
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OUTREACH
MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT
The Medford Food Project was officially launched from St. Mark’s
Parish Hall on Saturday, January 8th with over 80 volunteers in
attendance. John Javna, Ashland Food Project Coordinator, said, “We
are overwhelmed by the successful turnout of those wishing to
participate in the Medford Food Project.” The Medford Food Project is
similar to the one in Ashland that has been active for 18 months. In
December, 2010, Ashland Food Project volunteers collected 25,000
pounds of food for Ashland and 3,000 pounds for the Talent food bank.
To date, 67 Neighborhood Coordinators signed up for the project and
canvassed their neighbors (375) and asked them to fill a green cloth bag with
non-perishable food for pick-up outside their front door, by the volunteers,
the second Saturday of even months (6 times a year). An empty green bag
will be left to be filled within the next 6 weeks for another pick-up. The food
will be taken to Medford Central School (old South Medford School) for
storage and then disbursed to 14 food pantries/banks in Medford, of which,
St. Mark’s food pantry is included. It is hoped and estimated, the first
gathering of the green bags will produce two tons of food for the pantries.
A thousand green bags were disbursed launching day by the Neighborhood
Coordinators that signed on to the project. Neighborhood coordinators are needed
throughout the city; anyone interested in participating in the MFP may call St. Mark’s
Outreach members Kristin Kurth at 541-301-5429 or Pat Ayers at 541-608-7653. Rita
Shale, though, living in Central Point, has volunteered to be a MFP helper.

ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY ...by Scott & Lori Mangold
Our first week volunteering, Lori offered a young lady Amy’s organic canned soup.
She looked at it sadly and replied, “I’d love some, but I have no way to warm it – no
stove, no kitchen, no home.” Her face filled with pain. People come to us in
legitimate need. They’re proud, but down on their luck. They need help.
The Pantry was about out of food when a well-dressed man walked in and
approached Beverley’s check-in table. At a crisis point, he burst into tears. As only
Christian and Rita can do, they magically produced a little more food. Our Guest
couldn’t find words to express his gratitude. There was a large box of sewing kits on
the toiletries table. One of the Volunteers pointed to a man standing in line. A motel
owner, he had just donated the kits. Having recently filed bankruptcy, he was asking
for food to feed his family. It’s scary how the tables can turn.
Every week, our Guests show that they take only what they need. “No thank you - I
still have potatoes from last week.”

The Outreach Committee
meets on the first Saturday of
each month.
Our next meeting will be on
Saturday, February 5th
@ 10 AM in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the committee
please call Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
We'd love to hear your ideas!

We get a special feeling helping folks who are so genuinely grateful. Sometimes it’s hard
for us to suppress a tear or two. As one lady passes through the line, she looks at each
Volunteer as they place food in her sack. She smiles warmly and says, “God bless you!”
Continued on the next page...
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OUTREACH (cont.’)
Every week we see that kindness inspires more kindness. Our Food Pantry
generosity carries over to our Guests. They bring us supplies, articles of clothing,
candy and toys to give to others. On more than one occasion, pedestrians have
stopped and helped us unload food from our trucks, asking nothing in return.
Clearly, generosity and giving are infectious.
We offer special thanks to St. Mark’s parishioners for your time and generosity – the
Pantry would not be possible without your support. Some of you make special trips
to bring us food items, and others fill the large white collection barrel in the Parish
Hall. The Volunteers love placing your gifts on the tables each Thursday morning,
then watching the expressions of those who receive food, goods, generosity and
respect. May God bless you all for supporting this wonderful program!

NEWS FROM THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER

The Family
Nurturing Center’s
Mission Statement:
Strengthening families
so children can live
safely and develop fully
in their parents’ care.

If you attended any of the three forums preceding the 2011 Annual Meeting, you’ll
have heard about the Center’s plans for expansion, and the greater movement afoot to
revitalize our West Medford neighborhood – The Promise. The relationship between
St. Mark’s and the Center was affirmed by many parishioners throughout the forums
and ‘officially’ confirmed at the January Vestry meeting. St. Mark’s campus, on
which the Center lives and operates, forms the epicenter of the Promise
Neighborhood.
Did you know. . .
• 97% of the children who attend Jackson Elementary qualify for FRLP –
the Free or Reduced Lunch Program?
•

Children who grow up in communities that have a higher than 20% rate
of impoverishment have a 50% higher likelihood of downward economic
mobility as adults, moving DOWN the economic ladder relative to their
parents. West Medford’s rate of impoverishment is 29%.

On the brighter side. . .
• Most families who attend Relief Nursery programs enter at below the FPL –
Federal Poverty Level. 38% of these families increase their median income
sufficiently to rise above the FPL AFTER ONLY SIX MONTHS in the program.
•

98.4% of families who attend a Relief Nursery program for two years
NEVER have another incident with Child Welfare.

As we move ahead together toward a brighter future for our children, our
neighborhood and our City, please accept our deepest gratitude for your
generosity and willingness to move forward in concert.
The Family Nurturing Center
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NEW VESTRY MEMBERS (cont.’ from page 5)
ELLIOTT MEYERDING, MD
I moved with my family to Medford in 1955 where we became members of St. Mark’s
church. I grew up and went to school in Medford. My undergraduate degree was from
Oregon State University followed by Medical School at Oregon Health Sciences
University in Portland. My internship and residency in surgery were at University of
Missouri in Columbia and West Virginia. After completing my training, I returned to
Medford in 1984 to join my father in his general surgical practice. My wife, Karen, and
I have 4 grown children. Our oldest son, Todd, lives in Australia with his wife and
daughter. Our eldest daughter, Amy, lives in Central Point and has a daughter. Our
youngest son, Elliott, lives in Bend where he attends OSU. Our youngest daughter,
Christine, works as a dental hygienist in Colorado. During my time at St. Mark’s, my
first activities were in Sunday school and as an acolyte. In the 1980s, I served on the
Vestry working with Fr. Warren Frank and served on the usual Vestry committees. When
my children were teens I worked with our Youth Group and all their activities. I have
enjoyed Open Gate Dinner groups, special coffee hours and events committees. I enjoy
many interests and hobbies including hiking, hunting, fishing, cooking, music, two kinds
of skiing, gardening, and photography. I have a deep commitment to building and
maintaining structures using green concepts as the best way to live into the future.

FRANCIS PLOWMAN
I am a lifelong Episcopalian, having been baptized and confirmed at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. I graduated from Roanoke College
in Salem, Virginia, where I obtained my B.A. degree. I have been a member of St.
Mark’s since my wife Gail and I moved to Medford in 1999. We have attended
many of the activities at St. Mark’s Church over the years. I moved to Medford to
work for Harry & David as a Senior Specialty Food Buyer for the catalogue and
retail divisions. In 2005 I joined Rogue Creamery as the Director of Marketing and
Merchandising. My current activities in the community include: President of the
Oregon Cheese Guild, Central Point Town Planning Committee member, Central
Point Urban Revitalization Committee member, United Way Social Media
Committee co-chair, SMART Reading Program volunteer, & Kid Spree volunteer. I
look forward to serving St. Mark’s as a member of the Vestry.

BILL DAMES
I am a lifelong Episcopalian and grew up attending St. Mark’s Church. My
involvement within the church includes being a regular Sunday attendee, acolyte,
lector, Sunday school teacher, Youth Group leader and Vestry member as well many
other activities over the years. I’ve also served as chairman and member of the
Stewardship campaign where I brought in a speaker to talk about Stewardship and
growing the church. My wife, Ursula, and I are the parents of two grown children.
Eric and his wife live here in Medford, Julie and her husband live in Seattle. Both
have given us grandchildren to enjoy. I am a retired Medford attorney. I practiced
law with my father until his retirement. My son Eric is also an attorney working in
the DA’s office in Medford. I enjoy swimming and water activities on a regular
basis. I have been a volunteer with the Lung Association and other community
groups over the years. I am honored to be nominated to serve as a Vestry member at
St. Mark’s Church.
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MUSIC NOTES
JOIN THE HANDBELLS OR CHANCEL CHOIR
The month of February is a good time to join one of our musical groups.
Please note that there will be no Thursday rehearsals in February until
February 17. We'd love to be able to welcome new members on that date.
Handbells meet at 6:15 PM in the Music Room, beneath the Parish Hall,
while the Chancel Choir meets at 7:30 PM in the Church. Just come and we'll
teach you what you need to know.
MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S 2011-2012
We have no Music at St. Mark's events until April 3, but I am working on
events for the 2011-12 season. Feb. 2012 will mark the 20th anniversary of
our pipe organ. It will also mark the 20th anniversary of the pipe organ at
First Presbyterian Church. It's still hard to believe that they were installed at
exactly the same time. We hope to have several events for this anniversary,
both individually and jointly. Please contact me if you have any ideas!
THANK YOU, DAWN!
Many thanks to Dawn Wille for taking over the organ bench while I take
several Sundays off! I'm so glad we have Dawn and her skills!

ST. MARK’S KNITTER’S FELLOWSHIP
Save the Date!! The St Mark's Knitter's Fellowship has scheduled a day at
Suncrest Retreat House in Talent, Oregon. The date is Thursday, March
17, 2011 from 9 AM - 3 PM. All are welcome, so please join us for a day of
knitting, stitching, fine fellowship and good food. I am also pleased to
announce that Barb Morris will be our guest speaker. We will each bring
our favorite food to share as well as craft items for a "Stash Swap" during
the day. There is a suggested donation to Suncrest of $12 per person and I
will collect cash or personal checks that morning. The space at Suncrest is
limited to 20 guests so please contact me if you wish to attend or if you
have any questions about this event. There will be more details in the March
edition of Lion Tales. Carol Hazeltine, hazeljc@msn.com, 541 899 6894

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE: 541-778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is
closed. To access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305.
This number is on the outgoing greeting recording of the church office
telephone. Call if you need us!

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075
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FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS
INSTALLATION AT ASCENSION - Saturday, February 5th at 1 PM
All are invited to the installation of the Rev. Douglas Vold as Pastor of
Ascension Lutheran Church at 2617 Barnett Rd, Medford. Reception follows.
MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, February 12th at 8 AM
We are looking forward to a good turnout for the February Men's Breakfast
when John Graham and Bob Clarke will be our cooks. In addition to the good
food, there will be the usual good fellowship along with interesting Bible
discussion. Since we finish by 9:00, there is plenty of time left in the day for
your normal Saturday activities. Come join us. Please email Don Ogren at
dogren@mac.com if you plan to come.
FEBRUARY SUPER SUNDAY- Sunday, February 13th at 11:30 AM
To get us in the mood for Valentine's Day this year, we are
going to have a potluck with RED food. You will be amazed
at how many dishes you can up with! Please join us for the
fun. Watch for details in the Sunday bulletin.
ALTAR GUILD QUARTERLY MEETING — Sat., Feb. 19th at 10 AM
The St. Mark’s Altar Guild’s Quarterly Meeting, Holy Eucharist and
Installation of New Officers will be held in the Sanctuary and the Parish Hall.
There will be an optional luncheon to follow. Watch the bulletin for details.
MARCH LION TALES DEADLINE — Thursday, Feb. 20th at 9 AM
Please have all articles and photos into the office by the deadline. Thanks!
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED — Monday, February 21st
Please note that the church office will be closed for President’s Day.
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS DEADLINE — Tuesdays at NOON
Please email all bulletin announcements to Gayle in the office by noon the
Tuesday before the Sunday it is to publish. Thanks!

THE RAIN …submitted by Dennis Bouwer
It raineth every day
Upon the just and unjust fellow
But more upon the just
Because the unjust
Hasn’t the just’s umbrella.
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Epiphany Party - January 9th
Left to right:

Victoria King
(affirmation / coin:
multiply the dollar)

Earl King (influence /
ring: bake the cake for
next year’s party)

Sherry Marston
(prayer / thimble: do
something creative for
the parish)
Below:

Kit Nilles
(enthusiasm / baby
Jesus: Epiphany King/
Queen for the day!)

Annual Meeting - January 30th

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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