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CHRISTMAS AND A NEW YEAR 

For many, Christmas is a special time of year – a time filled with peace and good 

cheer, a time for family and friends, a time made sacred in our worship together. 

It’s understandable, then, that we lament the end of Christmas and the return 
to normal times and routines.  And that’s why it’s common to express the 

wish that Christmas could last all through the year.   

There are the excesses of the holidays, of course – too much food, too little time, 
etc.  For many, it’ll be good to get back to a more normal, and presumably, 
healthier diet.  And it’ll be good to relax a bit in January – maybe even “settle 

down for a long winter’s nap” (too often interrupted last month). 

But it’s not the excesses of food or activities we miss.  If we’re missing 
Christmas, it’s the virtues of the holidays – those activities that make them 

“holy days” – that we miss. 

As we begin a new year, with Christmas so fresh behind us, I offer the 
suggestion that making Christmas last throughout the coming year might be a 
very good resolution for one and all.  You might start by pondering what 

makes Christmas so special to you (and also what detracts).   

I’ve suggested some possibilities already, but each of us could add to the list.  

Such an activity might give rise to questions such as:  

• If getting together with family and friends is so special, can we figure 

out how to gather more regularly with those we love? 

• If there are needs among our neighbors all through the year, why wait 

until the holidays to look for reasons to give? 

• If there’s something about worshiping the Christ Child that touches 
the heart in December, why not find ways to follow him throughout 

the rest of the year? 

A postscript 

I know of several members of the congregation who were in poor health and 
missed Christmas this year.  My hope and prayer for you is that you’ll find a 
bit of Christmas still in the air when you can return and that you’ll plan to be 

with us for Christmas this coming year (even if it’s Christmas in July!) 

And may God bless us, every one!  

Jed Holdorph is rector of  

St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel free 

to call him at the church office 

or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 
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Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden 

at St. Mark’s. 

Please contact her at: 

541-773-7286 

or email her at: 

knilles@clearwire.net 

 
ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
 

Class of 2011: 

Pam Cartmel 

Don Ogren 

Bill Templin 

Bob Wille (Jr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2012: 

Pat Ayers 

Julie Drengson 

Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden) 

(Vacant—see page 6)) 

 

Class of 2013: 

Mary Adrian 

Barbara Holley 

Kristen Kurth 

Sherry Marston 

FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN 

Dear Ones, 

As I write this message it is the fourth Sunday in Advent and we have just 
completed so many activities with more to come. It has been a wonderful 
season but as you read this we will be looking toward the annual meeting on 

January 30th. 

At the Friday women’s Bible study we have been reading Acts. I was struck 
by the account in chapter 5 of the apostles who are jailed by the Sadducees. 
The apostles are arrested for preaching in the temple and jailed. During the 
night, an angel releases them and sends them back to preach in the temple. 
The apostles are seen in the temple and the authorities go to the jail to find 
out why they were freed. The guards don’t know what happened. They have 
been there all night and the jail is still locked. They assumed the apostles are 

still behind the doors. 

My thoughts turned to the jailers. Did they realize they had witnessed a miracle?  
Or did they think there was a way the apostles got out and start looking for a hole 

or someone who had helped the apostles to get by the guards? 

This line of thought made we wonder if we would recognize the miracles in 
our own lives.  What is happening in our garden, at FNC and most recently 
with our food pantry is so much more successful than any one could have 

expected. I ask you are these miracles? 

As we consider the promised neighborhood, what miracles does God have 
waiting for St. Mark’s? Join us in the January forums to learn more about the 

‘promised neighborhood.’ 

Happy New Year! 

 EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE 

541-778-3305 

This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed.  To 
access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 541-778-3305. This number is 
on the outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone.  Call if you need 
us! 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

At the December Vestry meeting, the Vestry officially set the date of 
this year’s Annual Meeting of the Parish for Sunday, January 30. 
(The NFL stages the Pro Bowl that day, but the Super Bowl is still a 

week away.  In other words, no excuses for missing the meeting.) 

The Annual Meeting is an important gathering in the life of any 
congregation. We’ll review our corporate finances and elect new 
members to the Vestry. It’s also an opportunity for us to review the 

year just past and to anticipate the year(s) to come. 

If you are involved with any of our committees/commissions, please submit your 
written report to the church office – preferably as a “Word” attachment to an 
email to the church office no later than January 17, 2011 (and earlier would be 
appreciated). These reports will be read by those who gather at this year’s 

meeting AND by others who will come later and want to look back in time. 

Sunday, January 30th  

SUNDAY FORUMS  

A special series of Adult Forum sessions offered during January will add 

to our fuller participation in this year’s meeting. 

On January 9, the Forum resumes with an important update/discussion 
regarding our commitment to the Family Nurturing Center (FNC). The FNC 
is asking for a 10-year extension of their use of Dagwell Hall to allow them 
to (a) take on the costs of a building expansion (of our property) and (b) 

pursue an ambitious long-range plan for our community/neighborhood. 

[The Vestry has scheduled a special meeting on Wednesday, January 12, to 

discuss our formal response, so your participation in this conversation could 

be very helpful.] 

On the next two Sundays, January 16 and 23, the conversation turns to 
learn about that “ambitious long-range plan for our community/
neighborhood” the FNC is exploring. Working with other partners in 
downtown Medford, they are looking into the possibilities of establishing a 
“Promise Neighborhood” in the neighborhood we share. We will learn more 
about the concept and what it would mean for St. Mark’s to participate. This 
discussion could have enormous implications for our future life and ministry 

in West Medford. 

Then, on January 30, we’ll turn attention to the more immediate tasks of the 
Annual Meeting itself – a “sneak peak” at what others will first see when, later 

that day, we formally convene for the 2011 Annual Meeting of St. Mark’s. 
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For more information, 

please contact  

Kevin Klabunde,  

finance administrator,  

or Wes Weston, treasurer. 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED ST. MARK’S? 

During difficult times such as these we find it difficult to give the dollars we 
would like to give to St. Mark’s and the many other charities that remind us 
daily of their needs. Yet we all know the importance of supporting our 
church and making sure of its continuing the important services and 

inspiration it provides us in our daily lives. 

One of the often forgotten, but important ways that we can provide a legacy 
to St. Mark’s is by remembering the church in our will. The Church has 
received wonderful bequests in the past, which have allowed us to be debt 
free and has provided us with reserves to back us up in difficult economic 
times, such as we are experiencing, all resulting in a place we take pleasure 
to worship and to enjoy fellowship with our congregation. Because of those 
who have remembered us in the past, let us consider including St. Mark’s in 

our wills for our children and grandchildren to experience in the future. 

There are a number of ways this can be done; 

• By naming a specific amount of money 

• By leaving the residue of your estate, after the dollar amounts 

have been  distributed to those you wish to remember 

• By naming a percentage of the estate, allowing you to have it 

distributed in the desired ratio you desire. 

• By giving a specific asset such as real estate, stock, or a life 

insurance policy 

How do we do this? A simple language such as: I give the sum of, or 
percentage of, or residue of to St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Medford, 

Oregon, an Oregon non-profit organization. 

Your attorney can also provide valuable information for you when you have 

made your decision. 

It is so easy to put this off for sometime in the future and so difficult to 
actually sit down today and begin the process. For the future of St. Mark’s we 
pray you will sit down today and begin your planning to “Leave St. Mark’s in 
Your Will.” If you have any questions, please contact your Finance 

Committee for assistance. God Bless you!  

Dick McLaughlin 
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Peggy Evans is the  

Music and Choir director  

for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 

she can be reached at: 

 541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES 

Many thanks to all of the musicians who helped in music making during the Advent 
and Christmas seasons. We all appreciate your efforts! Also, thanks to those who 
helped with the various special musical events in December, including the New 
Year's Eve concert. Many hands make light work and we simply couldn't do what 

we do without your help. Many thanks! 

JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR OR HANDBELL ENSEMBLE 

January is a good time to join our Chancel Choir or our Handbell Ensemble. The 
members of both groups will be learning new music. Simply come to the church on 
a Thursday evening at 7:30 PM for the Chancel Choir or at 6:15 PM to the music 
room beneath the Parish Hall for the Handbell Ensemble. We always have room 

for new members in both groups. 

DAN GIBBS CONCERT — Sunday, January 16 at 3 PM 

Music at St. Mark's has one concert in January — that of our Chancel Choir's bass 
section leader Dan Gibbs. He will be presenting to us a preview of his SOU senior 
recital which he will do later in the spring. Jodi French, pianist, will be 
accompanying him. Dan will be singing works by a variety of composers, including 
Bach, Telemann, and Ives. Come and show support for the young artist. Dan is a 
member of the Southern Oregon Repertory Singers and has sung as a soloist for 
Siskiyou Singers. He has sung with Rogue Opera and has participated in productions 
of the SOU Theatre Department. Dan's concert is free and will be following by a 
reception in the Parish Hall. 

CELEBRATE THE MANIFESTATION OF CHRIST TO THE GENTILES 

--also known as the FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

In the Gospel of Matthew, the Magi were pagans who responded to God’s call, 
asking only “Where?”, as they brought their gifts of great value to the newborn king. 
The gospel writer wanted us to understand that the Magi represent God’s manifestation 
to all people in the birth of the infant Jesus. We share with the Magi the willingness to 
respond with enthusiasm and generosity to God’s invitation, and not to count the cost. 
Through Christ we are made to be both those who bring our gifts to offer him, and those 

who receive the gifts of God’s grace to continue the work of Christ. 

Again this year we will celebrate the Epiphany season on January 9th. You will have the 
opportunity to draw a star with a spiritual gift named on it for this new year, as well as to 

share stories of the various gifts we have experienced in the past year. 

To acknowledge the “Manifestation to the Gentiles,” we will have an international 
potluck dinner. We will begin the evening with a social hour at 4 PM, with snacks, wine, 
and other beverages. Dinner will follow at 5 PM. Please bring your favorite international 

food: appetizer, main dish, side dish, salad. 

Dessert will be King’s Cake. Hidden in the cake are trinkets which symbolize a task 
which the recipient is asked to complete in the coming year: a ring for the baker of 
the cake; a coin for the entrepreneur to turn into treasure; and a thimble for the 
crafter of some gift for the parish. Come see the results of last year’s challenges. 
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Continued on the next page... 

The Outreach Committee 

meets on the second Saturday 

of each month.  

Our next meeting will be on 

Saturday, January 15
h  

@ 10 AM in Hafer House. 

If you’d like to join us or  

have ideas for the committee 

please call Pat Ayers  

at 541-608-7653.  

We'd love to have your ideas! 

OUTREACH 

MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT COMING IN FEBRUARY 
St. Mark's will be participating in the Medford Food Project patterned after the 
successful Ashland Food Project. Coordinators will sign up people in their 
neighborhood who want to give food and present them with a green bag. Household 
participants will fill the bag with non-perishable foods and leave it on their door-step 
for pickup the second Saturday of every other month.  Coordinators will collect the 
food, and leave an empty bag to be refilled. The target date for the first pickup of 
food is Saturday, February 12, 2011. The food will be distributed to participating 
local food pantries, including St. Mark’s Pantry. If you are interested in becoming a 

coordinator, please contact Pat Ayers at 541-608-7653. 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
St. Mark's Food Pantry has served approximately 9,678 people from it's opening on 
Thursday, January 7 through December 20, 2010. The hours were recently changed 
from 1 to 3 PM to 2:30 PM. because it runs out of food. Thank you to all who have 
donated food, egg cartons, money, toiletries, etc. It is deeply appreciated by everyone 
connected with St. Mark's Food Pantry from its clients to its volunteers. You have 

made a difference in people's lives! 

RECENT  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
NEWBORN KITS:  
One hundred 'Newborn Kits' were delivered to Vital Links for new mothers in 
need. The kits were assembled on Sunday, December 12 and delivered to Vital 
Links on the 14th. The kit items contained baby diapers, lotion, shampoo, 
small items of clothing, books, thermometer, etc. Vital Links case workers will 
deliver the kits to the moms. Robin Turgesen, Director of Vital Links, said, 
"You have no idea how much these kits mean to our clients. Often times, tears 

flow. Thank you, St. Mark's for these Advent gifts." 

THANKSGIVING BOXES: 

"Two hundred boxes of food...this is the most we have ever done." commented 
Christian Mathisen, Coordinator of St. Mark's Thanksgiving campaign. The 
boxes contained all the fixings for a holiday dinner, including a frozen turkey. 
The boxes were delivered to three schools, Family Nurturing Center and Vital 
Links where families signed up to receive a box of food. Average cost per box 
was $29.61, total cost of project, $5,921.65. A huge thank you to everyone who 
helped defray the costs of feeding people in need. Thirty 'Friendly Baskets' were 
delivered and appreciated to St. Mark's shut-ins. Marilyn Myers and Bobbie 

Fasel headed up this portion of the Thanksgiving event. 

PILES OF PAJAMAS 

...250 to be exact; given to children at the Family Nurturing Center. St. Mark's 
Outreach Committee and Episcopal Church Women split the cost of $1855.64. 
Some of the 'jammies' appeared in the Christmas Eve pageant, clothing 
participating children, from the Family Nurturing Center. 
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The Family 

Nurturing Center’s 

Mission Statement: 

Strengthening families 

so children can live 

safely and develop fully 

in their parents’ care. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! ...from the Family Nurturing Center 

As the New Year begins, we continue to wonder at the generosity of St. Mark’s. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

2011 promises to be quite a year for the Center. So that more children and their 
families can benefit from the services we offer, we are looking at creative ways to 

expand. You’ll be hearing more about that at the forums in January. 

We continue to move forward with our Annual Fund Drive – our first ever! Initiated 
in October, the Fund is doing well, and we have exceeded our goal of dollars in by 
January 1st! With six months left before the end of the fiscal year, we are hopeful 
that we will achieve our budget line item for funding for 2011. Thanks to everyone 

who has participated, and to those who still might! 

Soon you’ll see our new bus on the road – funded by individuals and local 

businesses – a vast improvement and savings in gas and staffing. 

Thank you again for all you’ve given us. Here’s to a year of new growth – of our 

Center, of our programs, and of our partnership with St. Mark’s. 

The Family Nurturing Center 

OUTREACH (cont.’) 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
"Hello to all of you at St. Mark's - My granddaughter is a 5th grade student at 

Jackson Elementary School. She, her mother, and all three siblings were the 

fortunate recipients of a Thanksgiving food basket from your congregation. I want to 

say, 'Thank you so much.' The generously supplied basket turned a bleak holiday 

into a bright one for their family. This is a struggling family: Mother is unemployed 

and receiving therapy from Mental Health Dept; Her unemployment payments ran 

out the first week in December. Her husband, who she has filed for divorce from, is 

presentably in jail for rape and sex abuse. He is the father of the youngest sibling, 

who is 2 years old. Two of the children are currently taking medication for ADD and 

other diagnoses. I just wanted you to know how much your gift meant to them, 

including the New Testament. May God Bless you all and please keep this family in 

your prayers. Thank you, thank you, thank you."  

(signed) The Grandma. 

To St. Mark's Episcopal Church: 
...just wanted to drop you a note thanking your church for the Thanksgiving food box. 

Thanks so much and God Bless you… 

the Jasons ~ Amy, Kyle, Michael and Kathsser 

A card received in the mail from Vital Links: 
"Thanks be to God for Outreach Committee! Blessings and thanks for the 90 

Thanksgiving dinners and 100 diaper bags. We are showered with your blessings.  

Our hearts to yours ~ The Maternal Child Staff." 
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS IN REVIEW 

Advent Tea ~ December 5Advent Tea ~ December 5Advent Tea ~ December 5Advent Tea ~ December 5thththth    
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Advent Community Dinner ~ December 8Advent Community Dinner ~ December 8Advent Community Dinner ~ December 8Advent Community Dinner ~ December 8thththth    

Newborn Kit Assembly ~ December 12Newborn Kit Assembly ~ December 12Newborn Kit Assembly ~ December 12Newborn Kit Assembly ~ December 12thththth    

K
ir
st
en
 B
ol
dt
 N
eu
ro
hr

K
ir
st
en
 B
ol
dt
 N
eu
ro
hr

K
ir
st
en
 B
ol
dt
 N
eu
ro
hr

K
ir
st
en
 B
ol
dt
 N
eu
ro
hr
    

 D
ec
em
be
r 
28

 D
ec
em
be
r 
28

 D
ec
em
be
r 
28

 D
ec
em
be
r 
28

thth thth
    



Lion Tales 
 January 2011 9 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS IN REVIEW 

FNC Christmas Party ~ December 16FNC Christmas Party ~ December 16FNC Christmas Party ~ December 16FNC Christmas Party ~ December 16thththth    

Christmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas Pageant    
December 24December 24December 24December 24thththth    

Greening of the ChurchGreening of the ChurchGreening of the ChurchGreening of the Church    
December 19December 19December 19December 19thththth    
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JANUARY HAPPENINGS  

MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, January 8 at 8 AM 

We kick off our 2010 Men's Breakfasts with Bill Templin and 
Dwight Wilson as our cooks on the new stove in the kitchen 
of the Parish Hall. We look forward to good food, good 
conversation and thoughtful Bible discussion. Come and 
enjoy it all. So that our cooks can plan, email Don Ogren at 

dogren@mac.com if you are coming. 

NEW BOOK STUDY: Starts January 12 – “Laugh Your Way to Grace” 

For fans of religious book study, there is a new series 
beginning Wednesday, January 12 and continuing on 

1/19 and 2/2. We have decided to look on the lighter 

side with Susan Sparks’ “Laugh Your Way to Grace.” 

After growing up in the South, Susan traveled for a 
couple years, exploring religion along the way a la 
“Eat, Pray, Love.” However, upon her return she 
moved to New York City to study at Union Theological 
Seminary. To support herself she moonlit as a stand-up 
comedian. This is not a joke book, but Susan explores 

the role of laughter and mirth in religion. 

Barbara Holley will provide soup and bread at the first session, which will 
begin at 6:30 PM. The book is modestly priced at $11.55 on Amazon and is 
also available in a Kindle format. We will try to notify the local Barnes and 
Noble that there might be a demand for several copies. Contact Barbara 

Holley at (541) 550-7543 for more information. 

NEW IN THE PEW 

GRAHAM & CORRINE PAYER 

982 Covington Ct., Central Point, OR  97502     541-727-7200 

The Payers moved to our area 3 1/2 years ago. Corrine was raised in 
Eugene and Graham in Bend. They met through mutual friends. They 

have two boys – Cooper, 2 1/2 and Parker Kelly (PK), 1 year. 

Graham is a fire fighter and paramedic and Corrine a stay at home 
Mom. They enjoy hunting, fishing, and camping as a family. 

FEBRUARY  

LION TALES 
DEADLINE 

Thursday,  
January 20th  

at 9 AM 

Please have all articles 
and photos into the 
office by the deadline. 
Thanks! 

DEADLINE FOR 

BULLETIN 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Tuesdays at NOON 

Please email all articles, 
announcements and 
photos to Gayle in the 
office by noon each 
Tuesday. Thank you! 
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ECW  

ADVENT TEA THANKS 

A huge "thank you" to all who helped with our beautiful Advent Tea--setting 
up, taking down, bringing food and tables, serving, washing dishes, etc. It 
was so lovely in our new Parish Hall. Next year will be even better with the 
fireplace mantle to decorate with greens. A million thanks to all who made it 

happen.  

When the holidays die down and we catch our breaths, we will plan another 
get-together luncheon. Watch for details. I hope to attend a DECW board 
meeting in January and will fill you in when I return. May God richly bless 

you all this new year.     

Molly 

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.  

She can be reached at:   

 779-9810 or 890-1860 

or by e-mail at: 

 mlkerr7@aol.com 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you, thank you, for all the beautiful flowers and cards, but above all, 

thank you for your prayers that got me home before Christmas.  

With fond thanks, 

Flo Graham 

IN MEMORIAM 

MARGARET ELLEN HERMAN 

9/10/1933 — 10/26/2010 

LILIAN BLACKBURN MACON 

d. 11/25/2010 

RODNEY O. FETY 

6/13/1915 — 12/24/2010 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,  

Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
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Return Service Requested 

   Printed on recycled paper 

According to diocesan canons, “All communicants of the Church 16 years 
of age, who have been enrolled on the Parish Register for six months 

immediately preceding the Annual Meeting and have communicated in the 

Parish during the year preceding… shall be legal voters of the Parish.”   

Those canons go on to specify, however, that, “Voting shall be limited 
to those present at the Annual Meeting and voting by proxy shall not be 

allowed.”  Accordingly, your presence is required at the Annual 

Meeting of St. Mark’s on Sunday, January 30th at 11:30 AM. 

January 30th , 2011 

Feast of the Epiphany 
January 9th ...beginning with a social hour at 4 PM 

 Dinner follows at 5 PM (see page 5)  


