LION TALES
St. Mark’s Church

September 2010

TIME TO “KICK OFF” A NEW SEASON
It’s official. Brett Favre is returning to the Minnesota Vikings to
play another year of football. That may not be a surprise to
many and it may not be of interest to many others, but it’s a story
that made the news anyhow. (Some will think less of me for
saying so, but I’m glad he’s back for another year; whether you
like him or not, he makes the game more interesting.)
When asked about coming back for one more (supposedly final)
season, Brett said the biggest factor in his decision to come back
was his teammates. He says it wasn’t the money or the personal
accomplishments, it’s the team.
If Brett can come back for another year …
There are a lot of reasons to come to church — or to come back, perhaps. It
seems to me that there may be a parallel between our situation and Brett
Favre’s. On any given Sunday, it takes a bit of effort to go to church. One
more reason in favor of doing so, I remind you, is that your team needs you.
I hope there are other benefits for you besides. I hope that the experience of
coming to worship feeds your soul in some way … but don’t forget the team.
I pray that you remember we are a better team for having you among us.
St. Paul said the same when describing the Church as the “Body of Christ” in
1 Corinthians, speaking of our need for one another within the Body, and
emphasizing how we are more complete when all the members of the body
function together organically, as in the human body … or as on a team. (And
he is especially urgent on this point when he refers to those who may think
themselves less important than others.)
Another season kicks off this September
The fall is a new beginning for us in many ways. The choir returns for our
10 o’clock services and we’ll be resuming the adult forum on Sundays. We
also have some special events to celebrate this fall — a newly “spiffed-up”
parish hall and some new programs to kick off as well.
Your team hopes you’ll be here to take part as a new season of life and
ministry begins at St. Mark’s this fall.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net
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FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Ones,
By now, most of you are very aware of the “spiffing up” project going on in
the parish hall. I think it is important to remember why we are doing this
project at this time. I believe there is enthusiasm for these improvements
from both the parish and vestry which will help revitalize our congregation.
We need an attractive space for St. Mark’s programs. We want our parish
hall to look like a thriving church that will attract people who are visiting or
attending funerals, weddings or concerts and encourage visitors to return for
church services.
Much of the work being done is deferred maintenance that has not been done
for a very long time. Phase one of the major work includes painting, a rug,
new matching furniture around the fireplace, a stove, comfortable folding
chairs and lighter folding tables. We also plan a more useable fireplace,
handicapped door opener and some work on the patio fence. Phase one
should be complete by early September.

Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden
at St. Mark’s.
Please contact her at:
541-773-7286
or email her at:
knilles@clearwire.net

A second phase will add AV equipment and a cabinet for storage it. Jed is
working on developing what we want to be able to do with the AV
equipment. One idea is to have an electronic bulletin board that would help
share news at coffee hour.
Look for a fun event to dedicate the refurbished hall on September 12. It will
be festive and I hope you will join us.
Blessings- Kit

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2011:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille (Jr. Warden)
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Richard Boucher
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)

PARISH HALL
‘SPIFF‘SPIFF-UP’
(IN PROGRESS)

Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
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FINANCIAL NEWS
2010 FINANCIAL SUMMARY AS OF 7/31/10
YEAR TO DATE (as of July 31, 2010)
Actual

Budget

Actual/Budget

Pledge Income

$ 172,290

$ 183,000

$ (10,710)

Other Income

$ 12,345

$

8,965

$

3,380

Total Income

$ 184,635

$ 191,965

$

(7,330)

Total Expenses

$ 223,945

$ 234,055

$ (10,111)

Net

$ (39,310)

$ (42,090)

$

2,780

As always, there is a “good news/bad news” approach to all issues of our
finances! The good news is that we actually are performing better than
budget by almost $3,000 at this stage in our fiscal year. This is due in part to
strong expenditure controls which have kept our expense variances in line
with our lower than projected income.
The bad news is that our budgeted loss for the year is most likely becoming a
reality. The good news (even here) is that we have a certain amount in our
“savings account” which can be used to offset this deficit when it does occur.
Expenses do continue for St. Mark’s throughout the summer, despite the drop
in attendance due to family vacations. If you can see clear to keep your
monthly pledges up-to-date it would be most appreciated.
PARISH HALL “SPIFFING UP”
The Parish Hall “Spiffing Up” project is fast becoming a reality! New paint,
new carpet, new kitchen stove, and new furnishings are all on schedule to
provide a warm and welcoming “home” to our St. Mark’s family and guests.
Eighteen families have stepped forward to date to help
defray the costs of approximately 9 sets of our new
tables and chairs, which has been wonderful! We are
purchasing 15 sets, so there is still time to contribute to
the remaining 6 sets if you are so inclined. Thanks!
We look forward to showing the “new and improved”
Parish Hall to you when you come to church!

For more information,
please contact
Kevin Klabunde,
finance administrator,
or Wes Weston, treasurer.
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MUSIC NOTES
CHANCEL CHOIR / HANDBELL ENSEMBLE SEEK NEW MEMBERS!
The St. Mark's Music program will be back in full swing in September. Now
is a perfect time to join either the Chancel Choir or the Handbell Ensemble.
THE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: Thursdays @ 6:15-7:25 PM
This group will meet in the music room underneath the Parish Hall. Our
first Thursday rehearsal is September 16. Please come and we'll teach
you what you need to know in order to play bells.
THE CHANCEL CHOIR: Thursdays @ 7:30-9 PM
The first Thursday rehearsal is September 16 in the church. We'll begin
the new season with a retreat at the church on Saturday, September 11,
beginning at 10 am and ending about 2:45 pm. If you are interested in joining
the choir or are curious as to exactly what the choir does, this would be a
perfect time to come and see (and hear). If you are unable to come to the
retreat, please come to a Thursday evening rehearsal.
SUMMER MUSIC THANKS!
Many thanks to those who helped with the music program over the summer:
to Suzanne Lang and Dawn Wille, who played for several Sundays, and to
Barbara Evans O'Donnell, Brett Aakre and Dan Gibbs who were cantors for
the Psalms and who sang offertory solos. Many thanks for your extra efforts!
MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S 2010-2011 SEASON
Enclosed in this newsletter is our Music at St. Mark's concert brochure for
2010-11. Please look it over and mark on your calendar the events which are
interesting to you.
We are also happy to accept donations to the St. Cecilia Society, which
funds these concerts. Please make out your check to St. Mark’s, and put “St.
Cecilia Society” on the memo line.
If you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of the music
program, please don't hesitate to contact me!

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed. To
access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305. This number is on the
outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone. Call if you need us!

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075
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NEW AT ST. MARK’S
SOUPER SUNDAE RETURNS! — Sunday, September 12th
After taking a break over the summer, Souper Sundae is back this fall! The idea
is to have a social event one Sunday a month — some food and some fellowship.
The emphasis may fall on the “soup” of Souper Sundae some months, or perhaps
on the “sundae” end of it other times, but it’s always super!
And in September, it’ll be the ice cream. To kick things off, we've decided to
have an ice cream social potluck. The ice cream will be provided, please help
make this event delicious by bringing any type of ice cream topping or addons that tickle your fancy!
When? Sunday, September 12th directly following the 10 o'clock service
Where? The newly "spiffed up" Parish Hall
IN THE EYE OF THE STORM — starting Wednesday, September 22nd
Starting on September 22, and continuing for at least the next four weeks, we
invite you to join with others as we launch a new book group at St. Mark’s.
To begin, we’ll read and discuss In the Eye of the Storm. Bishop of a small
diocese of the Episcopal Church, Gene Robinson is at the center of a storm of
controversy raging in the Episcopal Church and throughout the worldwide
Anglican Communion. This book tells his story and explores the
controversies that continue to rock our Church.
We’ll pre-order at least 10 copies, so sign up for yours. Read the first section
of the book, then come on September 22 to kick off some lively conversation.
The evening will begin with appetizers at 6:30 PM, followed by our
discussion time from 7:00—8:30 PM. For more information, please contact
Barbara Holley at 541-550-7543 or Don Ogren at 541-857-6092.
COMING SOON: ST. MARK’S CONNECTIONS!
Looking for a way to stay connected? The Health and Healing and Pastoral
Care groups of St. Mark’s have been searching for ways to stay connected
with members of our parish who are unable to be with us on a regular basis.
Our fear has been that we will not be aware of difficulties parishioners are
going through when they are at their most vulnerable.
We hope to recruit a group of folks who will each be in touch with a few
parishioners on a regular basis — perhaps weekly or monthly. A steering
committee will help match up these people, and for them to report back to.
If you are interested in participating in the Connections ministry, please
contact the church office or Pam Cartmel at 541-831-0180.
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OUTREACH
ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY UPDATES
The Diocesan Poor and Homeless fund has given the St.
Mark's Pantry the maximum $1,000 grant for 20102011. In the letter of award to us, Reverend Katherine
Wood applauded our efforts to feed those in need saying,
"Thank you for the work you do. I know what a need there
is." Pictures of the pantry were sent to the diocese and to
the Episcopal Church News. Our story may be in one of
the Fall issues! (see more photos on page 11)
Starting the first week in August, the Food Pantry moved
into Hafer House while the parish hall underwent
renovation, carpeting and painting. We've started
distributing "tickets" with a number on them so that we
can take the clients in in groups of 5 or 6. The volunteers
have adopted well to the move and so have our clients.
They wait patiently under the shade in the courtyard and when their number is
called they come in and "shop." It's been very calm and easy-going this month.
The number of clients continues to increase. Our six month total was 4,557
people served at an average of 92 cents per person. In July we served 1,334
people, a total of 339 families. We're able to manage on such low funds
because half of our food is donated to us by the Gleaning Network of
Southern Oregon. We are grateful to them and those in and out of the parish
who continue to donate to this cause. Thank you.
ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI
Following Hurricane Katrina, there was a movement by other St.
Mark’s Episcopal churches throughout the United States help rebuild
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Gulfport, Mississippi. It was totally
destroyed by one of the most devastating hurricanes in U.S. history.
St. Mark’s Parish of Medford participated in the rebuilding program
through monitory support. Our own Pat Burton volunteered at
Mississippi’s Camp Coast Care near the destroyed church shortly
after the disaster. The new St. Mark’s of Gulfport is further inland
from the site where Hurricane Katrina destroyed the previous
sanctuary on August 29, 2005.
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Gulfport, Mississippi

Continued on the next page...

The Outreach Committee
meets on the second Saturday
of each month.
Our next meeting will be on
Saturday, September 11th
@ 10 AM in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the committee
please call Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
We'd love to have your ideas!
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OUTREACH (cont.’)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE CONSTRUCTION—Sept. 4 & 18
St. Mark’s Outreach Committee is looking for 12 Apostles to volunteer
building a Habitat for Humanity Home on September 4th and 18th. To
participate in the program, a church must contribute money to Habitat for
Humanity and commit to two Saturdays towards building a Habitat home.
As part of Community Outreach, St. Mark’s Parish already donates money
monthly to Habitat for Humanity and to fully participate in the Apostles
Build program, we need 12 members to commit participation in building and/
or preparing lunch for the entire crew on those two Saturdays from
approximately 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
If you can sign up for one Saturday or both and/or would like to contribute
towards lunch and beverages for the entire volunteer team that day, please
call Kristen Kurth at 541-301-5429 or Pat Ayers at 541-608-7653. We need
at least 8 more volunteers to qualify with other Rogue Valley churches
towards the Apostles Build program. Please join us!
TIME FOR THANKSGIVING
Fall means we are already thinking of St. Mark's annual Thanksgiving
Food Basket Drive! This year our annual campaign will feed 200 needy
families at West Medford Schools, Safe Place at Jackson County Health and
our own St Mark’s Pantry clients. We’ll also assemble 30 friendship baskets
for members of the parish. We need your support during this difficult
economic year.
How much to give? $30 will purchase one full basket for a family of four
to six. $50 will feed a family of eight to ten. Please make your
contributions out to St. Mark's Church—Thanksgiving Fund.
For the friendly baskets we ask that you bake cookies or small cakes to
place into the baskets. We will be assembling these on Saturday
November 20 and volunteers are needed for that day as well. Please call
Marilyn Myers for more details.
Final basket assembly will be on Sunday, November 21, between the 8 and
10 AM services. We will also need volunteers for basket delivery on
Tuesday, November 23. We need truck drivers and helping hands from 8 to
9 AM. Last year the baskets were assembled in record time and we had many
people who helped deliver. For further details, please call Christian Mathisen
(541-535-2734).

7

Lion Tales
8

september 2010

FAMILY NURTURING CENTER NEWS
WELCOME FROM THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER!
As the Lion Tales goes to print, and while most families are preparing to
begin a new school year, here at the Center we are gearing up for Graduation!
On August 26th, 33 children will graduate from our programs and move on to
kindergarten or another early childhood program like Head Start. We will
celebrate this event with great joy and thanksgiving, for several reasons.
Most of these children have been at the Center for 2 years; they and their families
are ready to move into life’s mainstream with confidence and the promise of
success. As they transition out of our programs, we will welcome new children –
making a slight ‘dent’ on our ever-increasing wait-list for services. Although there
are still five months left in the calendar year, as of August 15th we are already
serving more children than we did all last year, and the referrals keep coming. In
response, we are increasing the number of classes to include two new afternoon
sections of our therapeutic pre-school and a new Friday morning section of respite
care. We will also increase services through our home-based programs so that
families stay in contact and in our care while they wait for a space at the Center.

The Family
Nurturing Center’s
Mission Statement:
Strengthening families
so children can live
safely and develop fully
in their parents’ care.

One of the most important factors that allows us to grow in response to need is the
dedication of our volunteers. We rely on volunteers to provide the willing, loving
extra hands, hearts and minds needed to provide the highly-focused, one-on-one
attention that each of our children needs. If you would like to volunteer at the Center
we would most certainly welcome you! Just give us a call at 541-779-5242, and we
can explore ways in which you can become a part of our children’s lives.
If you attended our American Bandstand event on August 22nd, we hope you
had a wonderful time and we thank you most gratefully for your support.

The Staff at the Family Nurturing Center

ECW NEWS
ECW will be starting up again this September. Watch for time and date! Summer
is flying by and I was planning to line up a summer luncheon at RVCC, but a
family emergency has taken my time. I am still planning a late summer or early
fall luncheon at RVCC on the terrace. The women of St. Marks need to stick
together, to raise money for needed church things and to keep helping the FNC.
Debra McFadden has graciously offered to handle all the memorial and funeral
receptions. I will still put out the call for cookies. Bless all of you who bring
them. I hope everyone's summer is all that you hoped it would be.
Love in Christ, Molly

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.
She can be reached at:
779-9810 or 890-1860
or by e-mail at:
mlkerr7@aol.com
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SEPTEMBER HAPPENINGS
FIRST SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE — September 4th @ 5 PM
Join us as this alternative worship and potluck returns after a summer break!
This small group meets in Hafer House. Bring any potluck item to share.
Contact the office for more information.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED LABOR DAY – September 6th
MEN'S BREAKFAST – Saturday, September 11th @ 8 AM
We look forward to having September's Men's Breakfast in the new
Parish Hall! Dwight Wilson and Bill Templin are sure to provide us
with ample grub and we look forward to good conversation and
thoughtful Bible discussion. Come join your fellow parishioners in
this fellowship experience. First timers welcome! Please email
Dwight Wilson at dwilson71@charter.net if you plan to attend.
DEADLINE: BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — Tuesdays at NOON
Please email all articles, announcements and photos to Gayle in the office by
noon each Tuesday. Thank you!
OCTOBER LION TALES DEADLINE — Monday, September 20th
Please have all articles and photos into the office by the deadline. Thanks!
ALTAR FLOWERS SIGN-UPS — Changes!
Thanks to those of you who have signed up this year to offset costs ($75) for
our beautiful Sunday altar flowers! There are still a few slots available for
dedications in October and November.
Our flower provider, Denise Cole, has recently informed us that any special
requests (colors, types of flowers) add to her costs and she is passing those
costs along to St. Mark’s. Please be aware that in the future, any special
requests may increase the cost of your arrangement.

ST. MARK’S @ www.stmarks-medford.org
Please visit St. Mark’s website for current information on weekly readings,
weekend updates (Fridays), the church calendar and more! Let Gayle in the office
know about changes, etc, so she can keep the site current.
A new feature was recently added — a link to the St. Mark’s
Facebook page as our version of a church blog! Jed hopes to
post discussion questions for your comments. Please remember
that this is a public site that anyone who ‘friends’ it can access.
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Please check the
bulletin or the
St. Mark’s website
calendar for more
up-to-date information
on these and other
Happenings.
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS

SAN FRANCISCO
MISSION TRIP
July 22-25, 2010

Above: St. Mark’s Team: Christopher Ladue,
Susan Ladue, Kristen Kurth, Barbara Holley and
Danielle Lowman.

Right:
Kristen Kurth, Sara Miles,
Danielle Lowman,
Susan Ladue,
Christopher Ladue and
Barbara Holley worship in
San Francisco.

Right:
St. Mark’s
Food Pantry Team:
Sherri Marston,
Ginny Matheson,
Sarah, Darlene Hale,
Lori Mangold, David,
Beverley Brahe,
Christian Mathisen,
Rita Shale and
Scott Mangold are
ready to serve!

ST. MARK’S
FOOD PANTRY
July 29, 2010
Right:
Two of our
client’s children
wait patiently.

Left:
Christian Mathisen
& Rita Shale
share their
enthusiasm!
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS

FNC AMERICAN
BANDSTAND
August 22, 2010
American Bandstand, 2010, benefitting the
Family Nurturing Center, was a huge
success! The event was held at the
Voorhies Mansion at Eden Vale Winery.
Even the weather cooperated!

left: Kristen & Adam Kurth
particularly enjoyed the dancing!
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St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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Kick off Sunday!
SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

Be sure to join us for the
dedication and celebration
of the newly ‘spiffed up’ Parish Hall!
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