LION TALES
St. Mark’s Church

July/August 2010

WORSHIP IN ANOTHER PLACE AND TIME
During the month of June, our worship took a vacation of sorts. Our service
was adapted from An Anglican Prayer Book from the Church of Southern
Africa — allowing us to imagine how other Anglicans worship in another
part of the world.
In July, we began worshiping in another “time” — using the first American
Prayer Book of 1789 to celebrate Independence Day. And for the remainder
of July, our worship will travel to another part of the world and adapt our
prayers from the Anglican Church of Australia.
I hope you’re paying attention and attending to what you notice.
What strikes me initially is how similar these all of these services are — and
how familiar they feel to me. It’s not surprising when you stop to think about
it, owing to our common lineage back to the Church of England. In fact, the
liturgical root for all these books (including our current Prayer Book) is the
1662 Book of Common Prayer. Dating back to the reign of Charles II, it is
still the official Prayer Book for the Church of England and the pattern (and
language of that book) permeates most Anglican worship everywhere.
Since our piety is so formed by our worship, it can be greatly comforting to
know that our worship shares much with so many other Anglicans all over
the world. My sense is that this is the real import of being part of the
Anglican Communion. Even in the midst of church fights and disagreements,
to worship with others means “coming home” in a deep and profound way.
My first impression, then, is about how similar — and familiar — these
services are, but I am also struck by the differences. And I think that these
differences deserve your special reflection/consideration.
In the service from Southern Africa, for example, I noted that the absolution
(following confession) prayed that we would be “set free.” It’s a good way
to express what the word “forgive” originally meant, so it might do us good
to reflect more deeply about what it is we pray for — merely to be absolved
of what lies behind us? or to be transformed for new life?
Vacations are good. It’s good just to relax, of course. And it’s good to get a
new perspective on our daily life as well. So enjoy.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net
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FROM YOUR JUNIOR WARDEN

Spring was announced by the Cauldrons of Vultures that slipped over the
southern end of the valley. These lazy swirls of thinly downed birds usually
mean the frost threat is over. I’m not sure they had it right this year. Even
though the days were getting longer, it seemed that summer was ever so
casual about showing up.
The garden is finally growing (the corn is knee high on the fourth of July)
and the first cutting of hay is in the barn. No matter what the weather might
indicate, however, the true sign that summer is here comes with the departure
of the choir. These songsters shed their robes for a couple months each year
to become parishioners. For some of us it is the only time we get to sit next to
our wives or husbands during church.
There will be other reports, so I won’t dwell on the “Spiffing-Up” projects that
are getting going around the Parish Hall. Watch out for the call-to-arms for
cleaning up parties both inside and out. Your Vestry and Finance Committee are
getting closer to accepting bids for the work to be done. We have history that our
carpet and wall paper goes back at least thirty-five years, so they have served us
well. Mark and Bruce have developed a maintenance plan that should help us
stay ahead of our aging building. Hopefully we can avoid some of the major
issues that pop up from time to time.
A set of tables and chairs have been ordered so we can check them out. Have
a look; or should I say, have a sit. If they turn out to fit our needs we will be
purchasing fifteen tables and about that many 4-chair sets. Anyone feeling so
inclined may wish to gift a table or a set of chairs to St. Mark’s. I’m sure we
can even get your name on them so you can finally tell that guy sitting in
your chair that he IS sitting in your chair (I never get the chance, because no
one seems to want to sit in the front pew).
I hope you had a great 4th of July. Lots of family, friends, fireworks and food. A
small group of us were standing in front of the church at 9:40 Sunday morning as
the F-15s cruised over on their way to Central Point. Please join me in thanking
all those who have and are serving to keep our freedom secure. Remember
especially Joshua, Tavis and Richard — who are serving away from home this
holiday. The 4th is more than just a birthday party.
Enjoy your summer. God be with you as you travel or vacation.

Bob Wille is serving this year
as Junior Warden.
You can contact Bob at
541-826-3446
or email him at
rwille@ccountry.net

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2011:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille (Jr. Warden)
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Richard Boucher
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
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FINANCIAL NEWS AND NOTES
Here’s a sneak peak at the mid-year reports — unofficial figures until they
are formally reviewed and accepted by the Finance Committee and Vestry
meetings in July. Unofficially, then, as of the end of June results follow:

2010 –FINANCIAL SUMMARY AS OF 7/1/10
Year to Date (as of June 30, 2010)
Actual

Budget

Act/Bud

Pledge Income
Other Income

$ 150,714
$ 11,597

$ 160,000
$ 8,032

$ (9,286)
$ 3,565

Total Income

$ 162,311

$ 168,032

$ (5,721)

Total Expenses

$ 192,460

$ 201,354

$ (8,894)

Net

$ (30,150)

$ (33,322)

$ 3,173

For more information,
please contact
Kevin Klabunde,
finance administrator,
or Wes Weston, treasurer.

The bad news, of course, is income is lagging behind projected income —
but that news is softened by the lower-than-anticipated expenses. Still, the
budget for 2010 projected a large deficit and that projection tracks very
closely through the first half of the year.
SPIFFING UP PROJECTS AND COST PROJECTIONS
Meanwhile, as has been previously reported, work is underway on projects to
address deferred maintenance around our facilities and to update the look of
our parish hall and kitchen. Our goal is to fix what needs to be fixed, replace
some of what’s worn out and/or through, and (when we’re done) to offer a
more welcome face to visitors and friends of St. Mark’s.
We’re hoping for a few “angels” to swoop in and cover some of the costs of
the new carpet and paint and furniture. In case you might be one of those
angels, here’s what on tap in the immediate future:
•

A new stove for the kitchen — a real stove that will allow more meals to
be served and enjoyed in our parish hall. Final cost: $2,136.56.

•

Lighter tables, with more comfortable chairs. Interested persons could
“purchase” a table-and-chairs set — or share the cost with someone else.
The “per unit” cost (1 table & 8 chairs): $275.00

In the coming months, we’ll have more items from our “wish list” to publish
and invite your support. Stay tuned.

This professional-grade stove/
oven will be purchased to go into
the parish hall kitchen.
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MUSIC NOTES
THANK YOU TO SUMMER MUSICIANS
Many thanks to Dawn Wille and Suzanne Lang for helping with services this
summer. I know you are in good hands when they are on the organ bench!
Thanks, too, to the vocal soloists, Barbara Evans O'Donnell and Brett Aakre,
who have sung so far this summer.
TENORS & BASSES CHOIR SUNDAY—July 18th
All who sing tenor or bass are invited to come at 9 AM to learn the music for the
10 AM service. No audition or special dress is required. You'll sit in the pews until
the Peace and then come to the choir chairs for the remainder of the service. We'd
love to have any tenor or bass singer come and join us that morning.
SOPRANOS & ALTOS CHOIR SUNDAY—August 8th
Sopranos and altos--your turn will be on August 8. We'll follow the same
plan as above. We'll be very happy to have you join us!
For either of these choirs, if you'd like to pick up the anthems ahead of time,
copies are in my mailbox in Hafer House. Please feel free to drop by and pick
up the two pieces for the Sunday you'll be singing.
CHANCEL CHOIR RETREAT—Saturday, September 11th
It's not too early to mark your calendars for our annual St. Mark's Chancel
Choir retreat, to be held on Saturday, September 11 at the church. We'll start
in the morning, have lunch together and continue to mid afternoon.
ST. CECILIA SOCIETY / MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S
Included in this mailing is our annual appeal for funds for the St. Cecilia
Society, which funds our Music at St. Mark's series. There are many
organizations and causes asking for financial contributions right now. We
hope you'll consider supporting an activity which comforts and refreshes
your soul---fine music making. Our concerts are free so anyone is able to
attend. We hope the listeners leave an event refreshed and renewed. Please be
generous in your contribution.
As always, if you have any comments or concerns about the music program
at St. Mark's, please contact me.

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed. To
access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305. This number is on the
outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone. Call if you need us!

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075
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CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS
The torch (or the bookmark) has been passed – Charlotte Tufts and
Judy Gourley have given us their blessing to follow in their wonderful
footsteps in running the St. Mark’s Library!
Who are “we”? We are Julie Drengson and Jan Gorden, and have been
members of St. Mark’s for about 20 years. We are both in the Chancel
Choir and the Handbell Ensemble, and Julie is also on the Vestry. By
profession we are both librarians – Julie currently works for Jackson
County Library Services, and Jan used to.
We are still in the process of getting the church library organized, going
through all the donations, and making a new inventory. At some point in the
future the catalog will be computerized, and perhaps even available on the
new church website.
In the meantime, you may still use or take home any of the materials in the
library, and return them to the basket when finished.
Please feel free to contact either of us if you have any questions about the
library, or about donating materials. Jan’s email is jdgorden@mind.net, and
Julie’s is juliedreng@yahoo.com. We are excited about this project and
about continuing the good work that Charlotte and Judy have done. We’d
love to hear from you!

Julie Drengson & Jan Gorden, your parish co-librarians

SOUTHERN CONVOCATION
Representatives of congregations from the “Southern Convocation” of the
Diocese of Oregon met on Saturday, June 5, at St. George’s Episcopal
Church, in Roseburg. St. Mark’s was well represented at this meeting.
The business of this meeting included a preview of the budget process for the
coming year and the election of new officers. St. Mark’s is going to be well
represented in this regard as well. Election results follow:
Convocation President:

David McFadden

Convocation Secretary:

Debra McFadden

Lay Representative
to Diocesan Council:

Debra McFadden
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FAMILY NURTURING CENTER NEWS

AMERICAN
BANDSTAND
FNC Fundraiser
Sunday, August 22

6—9 PM

AMERICAN
BANDSTAND II

Benefitting the Family Nurturing Center
And the beat goes on … and the beat goes on - at EdenVale Winery’s Voorhies
Mansion Gardens. You can listen, dance, or both to great hits provided by the Blue
Lightning band, featuring vocalist Dianne Strong; from the mellow tunes of the past
up to today’s pop Rock and Roll. We are joined at this party by Trinity Ashland and
other parishes within our conclave. Beverages and food plates will be available at
reasonable prices, plus a unique raffle with lots of super prizes. All proceeds will be
directed to the Family Nurturing Center – so bring your neighbors and friends!!

“American Bandstand II”
Second annual benefit event for Medford’s
Family Nurturing Center

Music, Song and Dancing
August 22, 2010, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
EdenVale Voorhies Mansion Gardens
Sponsored by Trinity Episcopal Church, Ashland
and St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Medford

$15 Admit one $15

For tickets contact Gayle 773-7111, Pat 608-7653 or Kit 773-7286.
Tickets can also be picked up at the office.
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THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER (FNC)

As we move into our fifth year of serving children and families at high risk in
Jackson County, we wanted to share with you a ‘snapshot’ or two, so that you
might have a deeper understanding of who we are and what we do. We’d also
like to invite you to join us for our “AMERICAN BANDSTAND GARDEN PARTY”
on Sunday, August 22nd, at Eden Vale Winery, beginning at 6 PM, for an
evening of friendship, great food, fine wine, and fabulous music (See opposite
page). This ‘friend-raiser’ celebrates FNC’s work, mission, and the promise it
offers to the tiniest of our neighbors and their families.
FNC is a Relief Nursery (RN) — one of 11 in the state. Four more RNs will be
opening their doors over the next year. FNC serves Jackson County, with the next
closest RN located in Roseburg. RNs are not federally or even state mandated; the first
was founded 30 years ago in Eugene in response to a tragic episode of fatal domestic
abuse, and the other centers have been created at a grass-roots level to serve the urgent
needs of pre-school children and families within individual municipalities and/or
regions. Today, the RNs are loosely organized under the Oregon Administrative Rules
as the Oregon Association of Relief Nurseries (OARN), and are under the
administrative umbrella of the Oregon Commission on Children and Families.
Slightly less than half of FNC’s budget is supported by funding from the state;
we rely on foundation grants and contributions from individual donors and
businesses to fund the balance of our budget.
FNC works with at-high-risk children age birth to 5 years. Currently we are
serving 58 children with in-facility services, and an additional 51 children with a
home-visit model. For every child receiving facility-based services there are two
more on the wait list. Families come to FNC either through referral by a social
services agency, or by self-referral.
Our programs offer an array of services designed to help children and their
families learn the tools and skills needed to react to crises or stress without
allowing abuse or neglect to be the outcome. These services include Therapeutic
Early Childhood Education, Home Visits, Parent Education Classes, Respite
Childcare, Crisis Response, and Mental Health/Therapeutic Early Education.
Although our in-facility services and the home-visitation model services are at
full capacity, FNC does not turn away children and families. Families are placed
on a wait list and contact is maintained with the family until an opening in the
facility-based or home-based program occurs. We are currently investigating
various strategies that will allow us to maintain, sustain and expand our services
to meet the growing need in our community.
If you’d like to know more about FNC, or how you can help us continue in our mission
of nurturing families, please call us at 541-779-5242 or come by the FNC at 212 North
Oakdale in Medford for a visit. There are many ways you can help. And please join us
on August 22nd for “AMERICAN BANDSTAND”. -- The Family Nurturing Center

The Family
Nurturing Center’s
Mission Statement:
Strengthening families
so children can live
safely and develop
fully in their parents’
care.

MONTHLY
FNC UPDATES
Beginning with this
issue of Lion Tales, we
are adding a new
feature to our
newsletter - a monthly
update on The Family
Nurturing Center.
FNC is one of St.
Mark's most important
and valued ministries,
and we thought you'd
like to hear regularly
about the growth and
deepening of our
partnership. Exciting
things are happening at
FNC - stayed tuned!
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OUTREACH
ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry has been open for over six months now. We have served
over 1,193 individuals (clients) who have taken food and toiletries to feed
over 3,813 people (as of week 23 / July 12th).
The highest number of clients in a single week occurred on the 5th Thursday
of April (83). The second highest number was on the first Thursday of April
(74). The number of people served has ranged form 109 on our first day of
operation to 295 on April 1st.
The average number of clients each week is 51.86, with the average number
of people affected being 165.78 per week. For every person who comes to the
food pantry, 3.196 people are reached.
People start waiting in line as early as noon with the majority of the people
coming within the first 20 minutes. Naturally, these people get the best selection.
There are almost always enough potatoes, carrots and donated soup. However,
other items go very quickly and late-comers have very little to choose from. Rita
has started holding back a few of the items that are in short supply because many
people cannot get to the Food Pantry by the time it opens.

The Outreach Committee
meets on the second Saturday
of each month.
Our next meeting will be on
Saturday, August 14th
@ 10 AM in Hafer House.
If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the committee
please call Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
We'd love to have your ideas!

The whole project would fail without the wonderful support of our Volunteers.
They are all very positive in their attitude, friendly to the clients and flexible in
their work assignments. We have had three new volunteers from the congregation
in the past few weeks, all very eager to help and who enjoy being there.
Visitors have come from two different churches. The first one, the United
Congregational Church on Jackson St., would like to help our food pantry by
contributing food, toiletries or money. We are waiting to hear from them. The
second group is St. Martin’s in Shady Cove, who wants to see how we
operate as they would like to open a Food Pantry at their own church.

Hi Christian- Just a quick note. Do you remember a few years back when your outreach committee at St. Mark's
and Jed worked to gather funds for mosquito nets to be sent to places like sub-Saharan Africa? Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you...
HIV/AIDS affects nearly 6% of Uganda's. Malaria kills many, many more. And people here do avoid the hot sun
(even though the temp is cooler than a hot NY day, the sun is equatorial), so come out in the evening when the sun is
down and the air is cool and sweet. And if many cannot even afford shoes, how can they afford DEET and a
mosquito net?
The maid here at the TATS Guesthouse went to a funeral on Friday. Her sister's husband died. Her sister has 3
children, 8, 10, 12-ish. The man died of malaria. So again, thank you.
Martin Prelle-Tworek
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OUTREACH (cont’)
MISSIONARY VISITOR ...by Pat Ayers
A Presbyterian Church Mission co-worker and local woman that does
humanitarian work, spoke during a May St. Mark’s Forum. She thanked the
Parish of St. Mark’s for its monitory support for her mission for the past five
years (Due to safety issues, she cannot be identified in this publication).
She said that the country of her mission is the poorest of the 15 former Soviet
Republics (average income $15 month) and there are tremendous needs for
better employment opportunities, medical care and basic education. She said
that 90% of the population is Muslims. Christians comprise less than 1% and
churches are located in only 3-4 cities. Under Tajik law, both mosques and
churches must obtain permission (a process taking months) to be able to hold
meetings legally.
She met with farmers in Oregon and is taking back a variety of bean seeds to
plant on the steep mountainsides as a protein supplement for food.
In her final message, she asked for prayers for her mission country – pray
that children, teens and adults with diabetes will have better access to testing
supplies. Pray for a good harvest fall 2010 that there be plenty to eat and pray
for an increased understanding of God’s grace.

2010 MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO
JULY 2222-25
The St. Mark’s Missioners are gearing up for their trip to San Francisco, and
we’d like YOU to join us! As we did last year, we will drive down on
Thursday, visit and work with our brothers and sisters at St. Gregory’s of
Nyssa’s Food Bank on Friday afternoon, work three shifts (breakfast, lunch
prep, and lunch) at Glide Memorial’s Soup Kitchen on Saturday, and return
to St. Gregory’s for worship on Sunday morning. We’ll return to Medford
after service on Sunday.
We have room for 25; transportation will be by caravan/car pooling; lodging
is available at the harbor hostel and/or a local hotel. We’ll visit the Cathedral
and walk the labyrinth, pray, eat and reflect in community each day, and still
have time to sight-see!!
If you would like to join us, or need more information, please contact Susan
Ladue at 541-941-2850 or at susanladue@gmail.com (NOTE – NEW email
address!).

CARS FOR HOMES
Donate your car, truck,
boat or RV to the Cars
for Homes program.
By donating your
vehicle, you help
Habitat for Humanity
build even more homes
for deserving families
here in the Rogue Valley.
To donate call
(877) 277-4344 or
donate online at:
www.habitat.org/
carsforhomes.
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PLEASE NOTE:

JULY/AUGUST HAPPENINGS
FR. JED IS OUT OF THE OFFICE THROUGH JULY 29TH
Jed will be away for most of July. We welcomed The Rev. Jim Boston to the
pulpit on July 11th, and The Rev. Tom Murphy on July 18th & 25th. Fr. Tom will
be presiding over service at the RV Manor and for the Friday Healing Services.

The September

LION TALES
DEADLINE
for all items & photos:

th

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY INFO—Sunday, July 25 @ 5 PM
This August, St. Luke’s in Grants Pass will begin Education for Ministry, a
four-year program of advanced Bible-study, Church History, ethics and
philosophy developed at the School of Theology in Sewanee, Tennessee.
The weekly program is structured as a small seminar and taught by a trained
and certified mentor. If you are interested, come to an informational meeting
on July 25 at 5 PM in the parish hall at St. Luke’s. The size of the class is
limited to a maximum of 12 participants; members of the southern
Convocation who apply by the August 1st deadline will have priority over
non-denominational applicants. The cost to participants is $350. There is also
a web-site for more information: http://www.sewanee.edu/EFM
NO FIRST SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE IN AUGUST
We are taking a break for the summer, but plan to resume on September 4th.
MEN'S BREAKFAST – Saturday, August 14th @ 8 AM
While we don’t know who the cooks are for August, we do know that there
will be the usual good conversation and food, as well as thoughtful Bible
discussion. We welcome newcomers. So that the cooks can plan, email Don
Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you want to attend. Hope to see you there!
AMERICAN BANDSTAND – Sunday, August 22nd @ 6 PM
Fundraiser for the Family Nurturing Center. See page 6 for details...

IN MEMORIAM
GEORGE BAILEY
3/23/1945—6/14/2010

FRANK ALLISON
11/12/1933—7/11/2010
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Thursday,

August 19th
at 9 AM
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS

BISHOP MICHAEL HANLEY’S
HANLEY’S VISIT
July 6, 2010

Bishop Michael Hanley takes photos of the view
from the roof of the Rogue Valley Manor.

Below: Bishop Michael & Marla Hanley
enjoy the delicious buffet presentation.
Above: Bishop Michael & Marla Hanley talk
with Mary-Curtis Gramley at the Family
Nurturing Center.
Below: Contemplating just desserts...

So many wonderful choices!
Left: Lyn McConnell’s amazing
patriotic cake was a hit!

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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Liturgical Summer Vacation
Our summer “liturgical vacation” continues at St. Mark’s.
At our Sunday services during the July and August,
we’ll use prayers from other provinces
of the Anglican Communion.
For the month of July,
we’ll use prayers from
the Anglican Church of Australia.
For the month of August,
we’ll use prayers from
the Anglican Church of New Zealand.
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