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THE ADVENT POLICE 

Once upon a time, I was a zealot.  I 
was one of those “Advent Police,” 
vigilant against any who would 
celebrate Christmas before its time.  
It’s an occupational hazard, I’m afraid, 

particularly common among clergy.   

I’ve softened a bit over the years.  
I’ve learned that the rest of the world 
won’t do things the way I say things 
should be done.  Whether I like it or 
not, radio stations will still play Christmas music and networks will still 
broadcast Christmas movies and specials in the early days of Advent.  And 

I’ll only deprive myself by sticking to my principles. 

That said, I’m not entirely cured.  I will continue to look down on churches 
that bring out the Poinsettias in November or begin to sing Christmas carols 
just after Thanksgiving.  And if I see a Christmas Tree lit up and decorated 
before the 4th Sunday of Advent, I’ll probably call it an “Advent Bush” 

instead (and only somewhat in jest!). 

In my defense, however, Advent needs protection against what one writer 
describes as the “high festoonery piled on right after Thanksgiving.”  The 
subversive simplicity of Advent is its elegant virtue, a singular light too easily 
overlooked among the dazzling lights that would blind us, a subtle note too easily 

missed amidst of the cacophony of the marketplace that would deafen us.   

While so much of the rest of the world scrambles to bring Christmas together, 
Advent reminds us that there really is nothing we need do to make Christmas 

come.  Christmas will come in due time; our God will come among us as we wait. 

And that is only part of why Advent is a great gift.  It is a personal gift we can 
give ourselves, one without price and without equal.  If the pace of the season – 
family and shopping and festivities and all the rest – overwhelms, here is a place 

where you can get away from it all, if only for an hour on a Sunday morning.  

I’m not the Advent Police and I will not issue anyone a summons for failure to 
keep Advent properly.  All I can do is what I am so desperately happy to do – and 
that is to invite you to join me as we celebrate this most wonderful time of the year. 

Jed Holdorph is rector of  

St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 
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ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
 

Class of 2011: 
Pam Cartmel 

Don Ogren 

Bill Templin 

Bob Wille (Jr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2012: 
Pat Ayers 

Julie Drengson 

Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden) 

(Vacant—see page 6)) 

 

Class of 2013: 
Mary Adrian 

Barbara Holley 

Kristen Kurth 

Sherry Marston 

 

(see page 7 for the call 

for Vestry candidates for 

2011) 

FROM YOUR JUNIOR WARDEN 

My goodness it’s November already. Another year is drawing to an end. The next 
months will be a whirlwind of activity with Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Lent 
and Easter. And as if that weren’t enough, we will weave Stewardship, the Budget, 
Vestry nominations, and an Annual Meeting into the mix. Layer on top of that the 
“regular” stuff of day to day operations, the Pantry, Guilds, Weavers, Quilters, Music, 
Building and Grounds, and office volunteers; and quiet little St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Parish starts to look like a pretty busy place. Have you seen the Calendar lately? 

I couldn’t begin to name all of you who give of your time and talents to keep this place 
going, but I know, and you know, it couldn’t happen without you. Our paid staff — 
Jed, Gayle, Peggy and Kevin couldn’t possibly keep St. Mark’s going (although; if I 

were a gambling man, I’d put money on Gayle). Thank you, thank you, thank you all. 

Diocesan Convention was quieter than last year (we weren’t electing a Bishop). In a 
nut shell: Clergy and Lay persons were elected to various committees; policy passed 
to supply insurance to employees; a budget with the same bottom line as last year 
accepted; and a resolution against bullying passed. There are some real nice people 
in western Oregon and I have a growing list of little, out of the way churches to visit. 

Thank you for letting me represent St. Mark’s. 

It sounds like the Stewardship gatherings are going well. Dawn and I had a nice time 
at the Klabunde’s. We’ll know more after the Ingathering, November 21. Do take the 

time to get involved if you can (see page 5). 

The Parish Hall ‘Spiff-Up’ is finished and came in under budget. The fireplace and 
Mantle had been pulled from the original plan, but is being looked into. That end of 
the room looks so much more inviting already -- an automatic fireplace could make 

it even more of a focus (My opinion.). And that sweet stove in the kitchen! 

I’ll try not to step on any toes, but can’t resist congratulation the Pantry for winning a 
couple handsome grants. With the holidays fast approaching I’m sure a well stocked 

pantry will be much appreciated (see page 12). 

The Family Nurturing Center, too, has become so successful that they have a need to 
expand their campus. St. Mark’s and the FNC have to decide what our relationship and 
future will look like as there is an obvious need for the services they provide. Three 
years ago the Vestry listed the desire to become a Community Hub as one of our five 
goals. Our Pantry and relationship with FNC are two vehicles that support the mission 
of St. Mark’s and our neighbors. We can all be proud of our association with both of 

these worthy causes and the positive attention they have brought of us as a people. 

The Holidays are upon us. As we give Thanks for our blessings, remember those 
who have fallen on tougher times. Keep Travis McNAir (USMC) in Afghanistan and 

Richard Wille (USAF) in South Korea in your prayers. 

God Bless, 

Bob Wille is serving this year 

as Junior Warden. 

You can contact Bob at  

541-826-3446 

or email him at 

rwille@ccountry.net 
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MUSIC NOTES 

Many thanks to all who helped with the Evensong and High English Tea on 
November 14.  It was an afternoon greatly enjoyed by many! Special thanks to 

the members of the Choir for their talent, energy and time… 

Sunday, December 5, 7:30 PM — TAIZÉ SERVICE FOR ADVENT 
The Church will be dark, lit only by candlelight. The service has readings and 
prayers, plus silence, and music from the Taizé tradition. If you need some time 

for quiet and contemplation, this is the service for you! (see also page 9) 

Sunday, December 12, 10 AM — ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS  
Service with Biblical and contemporary Advent readings, congregational Advent 

carols, and anthems by the St. Mark's Chancel Choir. 

Tuesday, December 28, 7:30 PM — BASSOON & FRIENDS 
This is Kirsten Boldt-Neurohr's ninth annual concert for bassoon and friends. 
This year's concert will also include performances by alto Barbara Evans 

O'Donnell and trombonist John Neurohr, as well as other guest musicians. 

Friday, December 31, 7 PM — NEW YEAR'S EVE CONCERT 
 ~ 9 PM — NIGHT PRAYER SERVICE FOR THE NEW YEAR 
This year's artists include Kimberly Fitch (viola), Kirsten Boldt-Neurohr 
(bassoon), Laurie Ann Hunter (harp and piano), Barbara Evans O'Donnell (alto), 
Wenjun Qi (guitar), Lisa Nichols (flute), Shelly Cox (alto), Debra Harris (flute), 
Mandee Light (soprano), Christian Mathisen (tenor), John Neurohr (trombone), 
Joseph Yungen (piano), and Margaret Evans (organ). This will be followed by a 
champagne and cheesecake reception. The night prayer service directly follows 

the gala reception and is from the New Zealand Prayer Book. 

HELP NEEDED! If you are available New Year's Eve day or evening, I could use 
your help. We'll need volunteers for the following: 

� Set up church: place folding chairs in church, put items not needed away; move altar and 

furniture in front of church into concert position 

� Set up the parish hall — put out tables, cover with tablecloths, decorate with balloons, 

put out champagne glasses 

� Prepare cheesecake: at 6 PM, come with your favorite knife and cut cheesecakes — the 

more helpers the better for this 

� Serve as ushers for concert: arrive at 6:30 — pass out programs, help people find seats 

(if necessary) 

� Serve cheesecake and champagne immediately after the concert 

� Prepare church for Night Prayer, immediately after concert — put away folding chairs, 

light candles 

� Clean up Parish Hall after Night Prayer  

� Put church back after Night Prayer — retrieve folding chairs, return altar and furniture 

in front to their usual positions. 

Please let me know if you are able to help. I would certainly appreciate it!! 

Peggy Evans is the  

Music and Choir director  

for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 

she can be reached at: 

 541-482-3075 



Lion Tales 
4 December 2010      

 

For more information, 

please contact  

Kevin Klabunde,  

finance administrator,  

or Wes Weston, treasurer. 

FINANCE 

TEN MONTH FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

 

 

 

 

 

 
As we near the close of 2010 we find that we are in a financial situation similar to 
what we have experienced all year. We are close to budget but, while this is good, 
the overall figures are not. As you can see we are running an overall deficit of over 
$50,000. Year end giving is usually more than the first part of the year. As a result 

we expect to end the year with a deficit of about $40,000.  

This will mean that 2010 will be our third year in a row with a deficit. We must 
turn ourselves around financially. We have cut our costs as much as we can and 
still have a workable Parish. There are minimal funds available for any 
expenditures beyond wages, fringes, and the Diocesan Assessment. These items 
represent about 80% of expenses. Since our pledging units have been slowly 
decreasing over recent years, one solution is to find ways to get more, especially 

younger, Parishioners. 

Each year two members complete their term. Barbara Johnson & Dean Wendle 
will be moving off of our committee in January. Their service has been 
invaluable and much appreciated. We are looking for interested candidates to 
fill their shoes. Please contact Barbara Johnson (541-840-2440) with your name 
or another parishioner who would like to be considered to serve on the Finance 

Committee. Deadline is December 6th. 

As the stock market has rebounded through the last few months, we ask you to 
consider a special year-end gift to help decrease the deficit St. Mark’s is 
experiencing for 2010. This gifting opportunity could be in the form of 
appreciated stock from your portfolio. If you would like information regarding 
this painless way of giving, please call Kevin Klabunde at 541-773-3111. He, 
along with our Morgan Stanley Smith Barney broker, will guide you through this 

easy process. 

We are thankful for the gifts you have entrusted us to steward, and hope that you 

will continue your generosity.  

Wes Weston, Treasurer 

   OCTOBER - 2010 YEAR TO DATE - 2010 

    
MTD 
Actual 

MTD 
Budget 

Budget/
Actual 

Actual Budget 
Budget/
Actual 

Pledge Income  $ 20,640  $   28,284  $    (7,644)  $   251,008  $   267,412  $ (16,404) 

Other Income  $      514  $        625  $       (111)  $       9,160  $       6,250  $     2,910 

Total Income  $ 21,154  $   28,909  $    (7,755)  $   260,168  $   273,662  $ (13,494) 

Total Expenses  $ 30,469  $   32,654  $    (2,185)  $   311,300  $   326,758  $ (15,458) 

Net    $  (9,315)  $    (3,745)  $    (5,570)  $    (51,132)  $    (53,096)  $     1,964 
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THE 2010 FALL CANVASS 

Over the course of several weeks, beginning in Beverley Brahe’s living room 
in early October, members of St. Mark’s have gathered for a conversation.  
By the time we finished in late November, we met for another dozen “pledge 
parties” (plus two Sunday morning forums), each of them a variation on this 
same conversation.  In these varied settings, the conversation has been about 

“where we’ve been” and “where we’re going” as a congregation.   

We talked about the legacy we’ve inherited from those who came before us 
in downtown Medford.  And, inevitably, we also noted some of the changes 
in our neighborhood and in our church – and how we, as a community of 
faith, have faced new challenges and embraced new opportunities.  In sum, 

it’s been a conversation about what it means for us to be: 

St Mark’s Church …  
where we hear and proclaim the Good News of God’s love for everyone.  

Of course, we also had to take stock of our financial realities in these 
meetings, both to give thanks for generosity of our members – past and 
present – and to grapple with the harder realities of how much it costs to 

maintain the fabric of our common life and ministry.   

Some common themes emerged during these conversations: the importance 
of new initiatives, such as our community garden and food pantry; the pride 
in our new and improved parish hall; and the resolve to discover new ways to 

deepen our engagement with our neighbors in downtown Medford. 

Thanks to all those who participated in this conversation – and to the hosts 
who welcomed fellow members and/or provided a bit of 
refreshment along the way. And a special thanks, too, to all those 
who returned pledge cards in time for our “Ingathering Sunday” on 
November 21. As of the date of our ingathering, we have the 

following news to share: 

88 pledge cards returned with total pledges of $214,955. 
28 of you increased your pledge and we received 5 brand new pledges  

Over the next several weeks, we will be reaching out to those who were 
unable to get their pledge returned yet, so watch for updates on the growth of 

our total pledges!   

Kit Nilles, Senior Warden 
Jed Holdorph, Rector 
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IN MEMORIAM 
CHARLOTTE TAMBLYN TUFTS 

7/15/1912—11/01/2010 

NELLIE “LIL” KLINGERMAN 

4/15/1923—11/08/2010 

IDABELLE BAYLISS 

2/18/1920—11/15/2010 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,  

Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

HELP WANTED: VESTRY VACANCY 

Citing travel commitments, Richard Boucher has resigned from the Vestry.  
Having served two years of a three-year term, this resignation creates a 

vacancy for the one year remaining on that term.   

Fortunately, the parish bylaws approved at this year’s Annual Meeting of the 

congregation address this circumstance clearly: 

Vacancies occurring during the term shall be filled by a majority 
vote of the remaining Members of the Vestry, no later than the 
second regular Vestry meeting following the vacancy.  The Vestry 
shall establish a process for receiving nominations at the time the 
vacancy is officially noted.  A Member of the Vestry so elected shall 
serve the remainder of the unexpired term.  

In keeping with these bylaws, the Vestry is announcing the vacancy and will 
welcome any suggestions as to good candidates to serve as a member of the 

Vestry for one year. 

The canons of the Episcopal Church specify the basic requirements of 
eligibility – such as requiring vestry members to be an “adult communicant 
in good standing” (the definition of which includes expectations related to 
participation and support (including financial support) of the life and ministry 
of the congregation). The canons also say quite a lot about the responsibilities 

of the vestry itself. 

If you are interested knowing more and/or in being considered for this term, 
or if you would like to suggest someone you think we should consider, please 
speak with Father Jed or either of the wardens (Kit Nilles and Bob Wille) by 
December 7, 2010.  The Vestry will consider all options at its next regular 
meeting on December 15, 2010. 
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VESTRY CANDIDATES 

St Marks’ nominating committee is working hard to nominate 
candidates for your vestry.  The vestry is the leadership body of 
the parish that is most concerned with the temporal side of our 
parish.  It is a three year term.  We feel that the vestry needs 
many kinds of skills and personalities to work together on our 
behalf.  The committee would love to hear your ideas and 

suggestions. 

Among the many skills we are hoping to find distributed 
through the 2011 vestry are people with leadership skills, people 
who are conciliators, people with business skills, people who 
understand the process, people who are creative thinkers and 
workers, people who are spiritual, people who love St. Marks 
and what we are and do.  And someone with a sense of humor 
would be good, too.  (We’ll hold off on that walking on water 
part until 2012!)  Obviously, few people if any have all these 
skills.  That’s why we have twelve vestry members, each with their own life 
experiences and abilities to bring to the table, all who will work together on 

our behalf.   

If you wish to suggest a name - or volunteer - please talk to members of the 
committee or Father Jed and we’ll gladly put that name into our discernment 
process.  The nominees will be presented and voted upon at the annual 
meeting so we need to have your suggestions shortly after receiving this 
newsletter. 

Nominating Committee: 

Lana McGraw Boldt, chair  

(541) 488-2294 or 

lana@lanamcgrawboldt.com 

Debra McFadden  
(541) 772-2583 or 

dmcfad1006@aol.com 

Lyn McConnell  

(541)773-1373 or  

lmcconnell541@charter.net 

THANKS FROM ST. MICHAELS / SAN MIGUEL 
 

‘THANK YOU BIG TIME!!!’ 

We are very grateful for the 

wonderful tables, chairs and candles. 

Just wanted to let you know we really 

needed them! 

Thanks again, 

Cindra Gray 
St. Michael / San Miguel 
Newberg, Oregon 
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Continued on the next page... 

Special Events for Advent 
In addition to the special music and services already mentioned in this issue 
of Lion Tales (see especially “Music Notes” on page 3), members of the St. Mark’s 
family will be offered other ways to mark this holy season of Advent.  Some 
of the items listed below are private and personal, while others are to be 
shared and enjoyed with others in our community of faith. More information 

will be available at church in our weekly bulletins (see also pp. 14 & 15). 

ADVENT CALENDARS, by priest/artist Jay Sidebotham (see image at right), will 
be provided again this year. Break out your crayons and markers — we’ll have a 

art exhibit on the Sunday after Christmas to see what you’ve created! 

In addition, a book of daily reflections for Advent is available in church or 
from the church office. You are invited to join in A Grand Miracle with 

reflection on scripture and prayer (based on writings of C.S. Lewis).  

HOME COMMUNIONS — Three Weeknights in Advent 
During Advent, parishioner families will open their home for a special time 
of worship and fellowship. Anyone can participate in any or all of these 

special nights. 

Each evening will begin at 6 PM with worship, followed by soup (provided 
by the host family).  Nothing else is required of participants but to call ahead 
so we have enough for all!  Please contact the host family to let them know if 

you will be attending.  The dates and home locations for these nights are: 

 Wednesday, December 1  Peggy Evans  
  (with Lana McGraw-Boldt) 
  1250 Green Meadows Dr, Ashland 
  541-482-3075    mevans@mind.net 

 Wednesday, December 8  Barbara & Rudd Johnson 
  1815 Crown Ave, Medford 
  541-774-9802    barbarajohnso@aol.com 

 Tuesday, December 14  Kit & Jerry Nilles  
  2176 E. Villas Rd, Central Point 
  541-773-7286    knilles@clearwire.net 

ADVENT TEA — Sunday, December 5th after each morning service 
The Episcopal Church Women are inviting everyone from St. Mark’s to join 
together for a delightful time of fellowship and good cheer in Hafer House. 

You don’t want to miss it! 
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TAIZÉ SERVICE FOR ADVENT: Sunday, December 5 @ 7:30 PM 
A service of prayers, readings, candlelight, and music in the Taizé tradition for 
Advent. If you would like to lead the singing for this service, please come at 
6:45 PM that evening to learn the music. If you play and instrument and would 

like to participate, please give Peggy a call at 541-482-3075 (see also page 3). 

A SERVICE OF ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS: Sun., Dec. 12 @ 10 AM 

...with the St. Mark's Choirs, conducted by Dr. Margaret R. Evans. Our 
traditional service of Advent readings includes choir carols, and congregational 
hymns reflecting on the meaning of Advent and the coming birth of Christ. This 

is your opportunity to sing many of your Advent favorites (see also page 14). 

After the service, the vestry hosts our monthly Super Sunday activity. Stick 

around and decorate holiday cookies. Good to look at and better to eat! 

GREENING OF THE CHURCH — Sunday, December 19th @ 11:30 AM 
The “hanging of the greens” is an old English custom of 
adorning one's home with evergreens and other festive 
trappings for the holidays. At St. Mark’s, we’ll conclude 
our observance of Advent by preparing our house for the 

Christmas celebrations in the days to come.   

Members of the Altar Guild will direct the efforts of 
young and old, tall and small. We’ll enjoy a time of 

fellowship — and maybe some hot cocoa! 

DARKEST NIGHT — Sunday, December 19th @ 5 PM 
Blue is increasingly the color of Advent in many Episcopal churches, but blue 
has other connotations for many people this time of year. The color blue is 
often associated with sadness and grief, and many people anticipate a “blue 
Christmas.” While the seasons of Advent and Christmas bring with them 
moments of great joy and hope, we also recognize the very joy and hope that 

most folks are sharing accentuates the sadness felt by those who grieve. 

That grief may be especially intense during the long, dark hours of these 
winter nights. With that thought in mind, St. Mark’s is hosting a “Darkest 
Night” service on Sunday, December 19th at 5 PM. Please join us for this 
special Service of Solace as we remember loved ones who are not with us 
now. You are invited to bring family and friends to this service, and 
photographs of those whom you are missing. There will be a table with 
candles set up to display photos and mementos. We hope that you will find 

hope and comfort in knowing that you are not alone. 
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EMERGENCY 
PASTORAL 
HOTLINE 

778-3305 
This pastoral emergency 
phone is available 
whenever the church office 
is closed.  To access the 
pastoral care hotline, call 
the cell phone at 778-3305. 
This number is on the 
o u t g o i n g 
g r e e t i n g 
recording of 
the church 
o f f i c e 
te lephone.  
Call if you 
need us! 

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS 

Contrary to the hype you see in the media, the way to “the best Christmas” is 

through QUIET AND SIMPLICITY. 

If you are feeling very stressed with too much on your plate; if you are grieving 
a loss; if you have addiction issues; or if  you are lonely — don't take on more 
than you can comfortably deal with at this time.  Sit quietly and evaluate what is 
really important to you, what is essential for you to acknowledge the birth of Our 
Lord.  Have that be your main focus. Allow time and quiet for God to speak with 

you. Pray and listen. 

Give yourself permission to drop things that may distract your attention: 

• Parties decorations cards or gifts that are not meaningful. 

• Putting on a happy face for the sake of others. 

• Too much food and drink. 

Some things that may help you survive this time: 

• Provide a service to others to get outside of yourself. 

• Have private time that nourishes your soul. 

• Accept support and comfort from others. 

• Participate in the Darkest Night service at St. Mark’s at 5 PM on Sun., Dec. 12. 

“The holiest of all 

holidays are those kept by 

ourselves in silence  

and apart, the secret 

anniversaries of  

the heart.”  

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

CONNECTIONS 

One of the great strengths of a Christian community like St. 
Mark’s is the links and mutual support among the members. As a 

church family, we are concerned when any of our members are not able to be 
part of the life of the parish for whatever reason. So how can we reach out to 

those who are not “connected” to us as they should be? 

The Connections Committee hopes to build a network that will take responsibility for 
developing regular contact with some of our members who cannot stay in touch 
themselves.  Each member of the network will have a few people on their regular 

contact list and will report on their interactions to the Connections Committee. 

Connections will act as a conduit for information on people needing the support of 

various groups like Health & Healing and Home Communion.  

This is a way for those of us who are fortunate enough to participate fully in the life 
at St. Mark’s to reach out to those who cannot..  But the sound of a friendly voice can 

brighten the day of a lonely person. And this is a true part of our Christian service. 

We are just getting started in organizing Connections and will really get to work 
after the New Year.  If you would like to learn more about Connections, how 
you might become part of the activity or have any suggestions, please contact Fr. 

Jed, Pam Cartmel, John Richardson, or the church office. 
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OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

CASTING CALL FOR THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Angels, Shepherds, friendly beasts, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, 4 
kings, 4 narrators, star and dove carriers….all ages invited to join in 
this traditional celebration of the Christmas season. Script, music 
and costumes are provided. An early Christmas Eve family service 
will feature a choir sing and the Pageant. Join us!! Please contact 

Susan Ladue or Debra McFadden for information and sign up. 

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY RETREAT   
Attention, St. Mark's women! If you are interested in 
participating in a women's spiritual retreat sometime 
in the future, please contact Susan Ladue at 541-941-

2850 or susanladue@gmail.com.  

Spiritual retreats offer participants an opportunity for 
communal discernment of Scripture, personal and group 
reflections, small-group worship services, and powerful 

times of common sharing of conversation, good food, fun activities, and mental, 
spiritual and physical refreshment and rejuvenation. No date has yet been 
determined; if you are interested, please let Susan know. 

THANK YOU FROM THE STUBSON & TUFTS FAMILIES 

The families of Charlotte Tufts and Larry and Corinne Stubson extend a heartfelt 

THANK YOU!!! to all of our Saint Mark’s family and friends. 

We sorely miss our beloved Charlotte…and yet knowing the confidence of our 

lives in Jesus, we have felt so blessed by the many outpourings of condolences 

and kindnesses extended to us upon Mom’s death; the joy we have in her resur-

rection in Christ has given us the strength to sustain our loss. 

To all who joined in, and served in, Charlotte’s beautiful service, we say ‘Thank You!’ 

To the wonderful ECW (Molly, Debra and all!) for the gorgeous reception and 

scrumptious food, we say ‘Thank You!’ 

To all who have sent such beautiful cards, brought unbelievably delicious food 

to us, and have contributed to the St. Cecilia Society in Mom’s name, we are so 

grateful for your support.  

Know that as we grieve, we also rejoice in our church community, and in the 

sure knowledge that we will be reunited one day in the presence of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  Blessings upon all of you, our family in Christ… 

Corinne & Larry Stubson and the extended Stubson and Tufts families  
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Continued on the next page... 

The Outreach Committee 

meets on the second Saturday 

of each month.  

Our next meeting will be on 

Saturday, November 13
th  

@ 10 AM in Hafer House. 

If you’d like to join us or  

have ideas for the committee 

please call Pat Ayers  

at 541-608-7653.  

We'd love to have your ideas! 

OUTREACH 

Thanks for those who came out to help assemble 100 Pharmacy Kits last 
month (and to Debra McFadden for the supplies).  These kits, containing 
‘medicine cabinet’ items for children, were given the Community Health 

Center to distribute to families in need. 

And thanks to all those who helped make this year's Thanksgiving Basket 
drive a great success – for the checks and for those who assembled and 
delivered the baskets. (If you’d still like to defray our costs, you can leave or 

send a check, specifying “Thanksgiving Baskets” on the memo line.) 

And thanks, too, for those who purchased locally-made Christmas Wreaths 
to support our Food Pantry and the Family Nurturing Center. 

FOOD PANTRY 
The St. Mark’s Food Pantry was in the news in November.  Rita Shale and 
Christian Mathisen were interviewed for the story which aired on Channel 5 
on Sunday, November 14 (a link to this story can be found at the St. Mark’s 

‘group’ on Facebook). 

The West Family Foundation will grant $5,000 to our pantry – the full 
amount we asked for.  This grant, together with other grants totaling $11,000, 
means the pantry is fully funded for 2011! We look forward to helping up to 

10,000 people with the pantry next year. 

CHRISTMAS FOR THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER 
Members of the parish can make this a special Christmas for a child. 
Beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, November 28th, we will have a 
“Giving Tree” set up in the parish hall with gift tags for 199 children (those 
currently enrolled at FNC plus their siblings, from the 99 families served). 

Please take a tag (or two) and write your name on the clipboard by the tree, so we 
know who took on the responsibility of making that wish come true.  Then return 
the unwrapped gift with the tag on it by December 12th to the parish hall.  
Thank you for your generosity and bringing joy to a child this Christmas. 

The Episcopal Church Women will give pajamas.  Debra McFadden hopes to see 
some children in their new pajamas join us as "angels" at the Christmas Pageant 

on Christmas Eve.  (We had a few last year and hope for more this year.) 

The FNC Christmas Party will be on December 16th at 4 PM in our parish 
hall. You are invited to join the merriment! 

Giving Tree 
Take a tag from the tree 
and bring an unwrapped 

gift with tag on it  
by December 12th  
(to the Parish Hall). 
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The Family 

Nurturing Center’s 

Mission Statement: 

Strengthening families 

so children can live 

safely and develop fully 

in their parents’ care. 

WHAT’S NEW  
AT THE FAMILY NURTURING CENTER 

With the holidays fast approaching, we at the Center feel as though St. 
Mark’s has enveloped us in an all-encompassing circle of warmth! From 
Thanksgiving turkeys to Christmas footie-pajamas for every one of our little 
kiddos – your amazing generosity makes us catch our breath. We found 

ourselves wondering what we could give in return. Perhaps, this. . . 

“James”* came to our Center in the new semester as a Wobbler, the group of 
kiddos who are just learning to walk. Unfortunately, James is challenged by 
significant developmental issues, and so he was NOT wobbling. James’ 

frustration manifested itself in crying and a palpable sadness. 

Within weeks of being in the classroom, through therapeutic modalities that 
regulated his routine and his movements in a consistently safe and nurturing 

environment, James walked. 

Today, James can scoot across the play yard; he laughs and babbles and 

interacts with animation and delight. 

On behalf of James and everyone at The Family Nurturing Center, please 
accept our deepest gratitude for all you do throughout the year, and our 
warmest wishes for a blessed and happy holiday season. 

*  Not the child’s real name 

OUTREACH (cont.’) 

NEWBORN KITS – ASSEMBLY ON DECEMBER 12 
We’ll be assembling 100 Newborn Kits for Vital Links on Sunday, 
December 12th, following the 8 o’clock service. The kits will 
contain clothing items, towels, diapers, lotions, shampoo, soap, etc. 
for newborn babies.  Vital Links caseworkers will distribute the kits 

to new mothers in need. 

MEDFORD FOOD PROJECT 
It’s coming … the Medford Food Project.  Patterned after the successful 
Ashland Food Project, a core organization is mapping out Medford’s 
neighborhoods for collection of non-perishable food items every two months.  
For more information or to volunteer, call Pat Ayers at 541-608-7653 or e-
mail her at patayers@charter.net. 
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DECEMBER HAPPENINGS  

Saturday, Dec. 4th @ 10 AM — WELCOME COMMISSION MEETING 
Please note the time and date change! A combined November / December 
Welcome Commission meeting will take place in Hafer House. Please 

contact Adam or Kristen Kurth (541-301-5429) for more information. 

Sunday, December 5 @ 6 PM — MEDFORD MATTHEW 5 
St. Mark's hosts Medford Matthew-5 in Hafer House. MM-5 is a valley-wide 
youth group focused on meeting urgent community needs, open to all youth age 

12 through 19. Contact Susan Ladue at susanladue@gmail.com. 

Saturday, December 11th @ 8 AM — MEN'S BREAKFAST 
Just to put you in the mood of the season, Jim Stocker and Don 
Ogren will try to cook up something appropriate for the Men's 
Breakfast in December. Come join the fun, including good food  
good conversation and good Bible Discussion, all in one hour. If 
you have never come before, this is a great opportunity. Email 

Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you are attending. Hope to see you there   

Sunday, December 12th @ 10 AM 
ADVENT LESSON & CAROLS/SUPER SUNDAY 
Lessons & Carols this year will be during our 10 AM service 
on December 12th. A Super Sunday reception following the 
service will feature Advent treats for everyone. Join us for this 

special celebration of Advent (see also page 9). 

DEADLINE: BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — Tuesdays at NOON 
Please email all articles, announcements and photos to Gayle in the office by 
noon each Tuesday. Thank you! 

 

NEW IN THE PEW 

HELEN HOPE 
2190 Poplar Dr. #69, Medford 97504     541-772-4042 

Helen moved to the Medford area in April from the San Francisco Bay area. 
She was born in Oxnard, California and was confirmed at St. Michael's 
Episcopal Church in Anaheim, California. Helen graduated from Stanford 
University in 1950. She was an economist for the Bureau of Labor and 
Statistics.  

JANUARY  

LION TALES 
DEADLINE 

Thursday,  
December 30th  

at 9 AM 

Please have all articles 
and photos into the 
office by the deadline. 

Thanks! 

The January 2011 issue 
will be mailed in early 

January.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. MARK’S 
(Please see details elsewhere in this issue of Lion Tales) 

Weds 12/1  6 PM  Advent Home Communion Service Peggy Evans’ home 

Sat 12/4  6 PM Open Gate Gathering Parish Hall 

Sun 12/5 8 AM Advent 2 – Holy Eucharist  Sanctuary 
  9 AM  Advent Tea (hosted by the ECW) Hafer House 
  10 AM Advent 2 – Holy Eucharist Sanctuary 
  11 AM Advent Tea (hosted by the ECW) Hafer House 

  7:30 PM  MSM: Taizé for Advent Sanctuary 

Weds 12/8 6 PM Advent Home Communion Service Johnson’s home 

Sat 12/11 8 AM Men’s Breakfast Parish Hall 

  9:30 AM Altar Guild Silver Polishing Sanctuary/Parish Hall 

Sun 12/12 8 AM Advent 3 – Holy Eucharist Sanctuary 
  9 AM Newborn Kit Assembly Parish Hall 
  10 AM Advent 3 – Advent Lessons & Carols Sanctuary 

  11:15 AM Super Sunday Cookie Event  Parish Hall 

Tues 12/14 6 PM Advent Home Communion Service Nilles’ home 

Thurs 12/16 4 PM FNC Christmas Party Parish Hall 

Sun 12/19 8 AM Advent 4 – Holy Eucharist Sanctuary 
  9 AM Adult Forum Parish Hall 
  10 AM Advent 4 – Holy Eucharist Sanctuary 
  11:30 AM Greening of the Church  Sanctuary 
   [Christmas Flower offerings due today!] 

  5 PM  Darkest Night Service Sanctuary 

Fri 12/24  CHRISTMAS EVE – Church office closed 
  4:10 PM Christmas Carol Sing 
  4:30 PM Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist w/pagaent Sanctuary 
  9:30 PM Christmas Carol Sing & Handbell Ring Sanctuary 

  10 PM Christmas Eve Midnight Mass w/Choir Sanctuary 

Sat 12/25  CHRISTMAS DAY  

  10 AM Christmas Day Communion w/Music & Story Sanctuary 

Sun 12/26 8 AM Christmas 1 – Holy Eucharist Sanctuary 
   [Bring your colored Advent calendars!] 

  10 AM Christmas 1 – Christmas Lessons & Carols Sanctuary 

Tues 12/28 7:30 PM  MSM: Bassoon & Friends Concert Sanctuary 

Fri 12/31  NEW YEAR’S EVE—Church office closed 
  7 PM  New Year’s Eve Concert Sanctuary 

  ~9 PM  New Year’s Eve Night Prayer Service Sanctuary 

Sat 1/1/2011  HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!  

PLEASE NOTE: There will be NO HEALING SERVICES on December 24th or 31st. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 
Flowers 

Envelopes have been 
included in this 
newsletter for your 
convenience for 
donations to the 
Christmas Flower 
Fund.  Please place 
these envelopes — 
with your intentions 
carefully and legibly 
printed — in the 
offering plate or mail or 
deliver them to the St. 
Mark’s church office no 
later than Sunday, 
December 19th.   
Thank you! 

PLEASE NOTE:  

There will be NO 
healing services on 

December 24h or 
December 31st 
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Special Services for the Season 
This issue of Lion Tales includes information about special services and concerts at St. Mark’s  

to assist in your celebration of the seasons of Advent and Christmas — including home communions, Taizé for Advent, 
Lessons & Carols (all in Advent), as well as the special concerts for the Christmas season. 

Please invite your friends and family to join us in these celebrations. In particular, note the following: 

December 24      Christmas Eve Services    
� 4:10 PM      Christmas Carols followed by  
         a Family Service & Christmas Pageant at 4:30 PM 

� 9:30 PM      Christmas Carols and Handbell Ring followed by  
      “Midnight Mass” at 10 PM 

December 25      Christmas Day Service  
� 10 AM      Communion w/Music and a Story for Christmas 

December 26      First Sunday of Christmas  
� 10 AM      Christmas Lessons & Carols 


