
LION TALES 
 St. Mark’s Church November 2010 

 

 

THE re-DEDICATION OF A CONGREGATION 

In my comments last month, I shared some reflections about the celebration 
we shared when we gathered for the re-dedication of the “spiffed-up” parish 
hall earlier this fall. And a central point of my comments was to recall how 
generations of the faithful have used the parish hall to offer a welcome to the 
stranger and support for loved ones. This new moment was, in that sense, a 

way of keeping faith with those who have gone before. 

I’m going to repeat myself a bit in the comments I offer this month. I want to 
underscore the point that generations of Episcopalians have kept the faith 
before us. Episcopalians have had a home in downtown Medford since first 
erecting a small frame building on the corner of Main and Holly in 1889. The 
congregation built and moved into a new place 20 years later, then finally 

settled into our current location in 1916.   

In recent weeks, I’ve looked into some dusty boxes and came upon a plaque 
that claims to repeat a prayer from a much older church in England. It reads, 

in part: 

Be grateful to the strong and loyal men who in the name of Jesus Christ 
builded this place of worship and to all those who have beautified it with 
their prayers and praises. 

As we invite you to consider your financial support for the year to come, I 
ask you to give a thought to those who came before. I remind you of their 
faithfulness and I ask you to ponder the fact that we are here at all because of 

those who gathered here to love and serve their Lord in their own time. 

A lot has changed in recent years. Our world is so different than it was in 
1889 and so, too, is the Church. Downtown Medford has changed and so, 
too, has St. Mark’s. But for all that has changed, one thing remains the same: 

we still gather here to love and serve our Lord in our own time. 

Between now and our “Ingathering Sunday” on November 21, a number of 
parishioners are hosting stewardship parties. The conversation at these parties 
will engage the twin questions of where we’ve been and where we’re going. I 
hope and pray you will attend a party and that you will engage the questions, 
recognizing that your pledge is a critical answer – one that keeps faith with 
“strong and loyal men” – and women, too! – who “builded this place of 
worship.” 

Jed Holdorph is rector of  

St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 
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Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden 

at St. Mark’s. 

Please contact her at: 

541-773-7286 

or email her at: 

knilles@clearwire.net 

 
ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
 

Class of 2011: 

Pam Cartmel 

Don Ogren 

Bill Templin 

Bob Wille (Jr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2012: 

Pat Ayers 

Richard Boucher 

Julie Drengson 

Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2013: 

Mary Adrian 

Barbara Holley 

Kristen Kurth 

Sherry Marston 

FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN 

Dear Ones, 

Fall is here and we can enjoy the warm days and cool nights that make this a 
wonderful time of the year. Of course fall also brings the start of the holiday 
season with all the fun and rush. I love seeing the little kids in their costumes 
which is the first activity of two hectic months. For those of us at St. Mark’s 

it also bring the fall pledge drive. 

Jerry and I hosted a pledge party and it was as advertised…fun with no arm 
twisting permitted. If you have not been invited to a party, please call the 
office and we can correct that oversight. If you have been invited, I hope you 

will attend and also enjoyed the experience. 

I found the long history of St. Mark’s interesting and enjoyed the 
conversation about where we are going in coming years. I can see such a 
bright time ahead as God gives us the opportunity to act on our faith. I am 
delighted with the difference that the garden, pantry, and FNC have made in 
our neighborhood. It is such a blessing to know our church is in his hands 

and that God is acting though our church. 

One of the families we have helped at the food pantry saw Pat Ayers at the 
Harvest Fair and asked her about joining the church. They asked what it costs 
to join. I thought it was a very interesting question. Pat shared that it costs 
nothing to join…but I would add, ‘or everything.’ It is also a blessing to 

know we are in his hands as well. 

I would leave you with one more thought…which was something my mother 
use to say. “You can not out give God.” I feel that God has always given me 
what I need. Every time I have made a pledge, God has given me more than 

enough to honor that commitment. 

Blessings, 

Kit Nilles 

Don’t be anxious about tomorrow. God will take care of your tomorrow too. 

Live one day at a time.        

    Mathew 6:23  

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305 

This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed.  To 
access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305. This number is on the 
outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone.  Call if you need us! 
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Peggy Evans is the  

Music and Choir director  

for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 

she can be reached at: 

 541-482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS MUSICIANS NEEDED 

Now is the time to join our musical groups if you are interested in 
participating in Advent and Christmas music. Just come Thursday evening 
(6:15 PM for bells and 7:30 PM for the Chancel Choir) to the church. We'll 
teach you what you need to know. 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG - Sunday, November 14th @ 3 PM  

St. Mark’s will present a Choral Evensong for the Feast of St. Cecilia, the patron 
saint of music. Along with the traditional sung Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, the 
Chancel Choir and friends will sing Telemann's Psalm 96, accompanied by a 
small instrumental ensemble. Our soloists will be Mandee Light, Shelly Cox, 

Brett Aakre, and Dan Gibbs. If you have been yearning for a traditional 
Anglican Evensong service, this is it! The service will be followed by a high 
English tea, with tea and scones, this month's "Super Sunday" event, to reflect 
our tradition's English roots. Please come and bring a friend.  
 

FEEDBACK WELCOME! 

Please do let me know if you have any comments about 
our music program. 

The Worship Commission  

meets on the third Tuesday of 

each month and is chaired by 

the various members of the 

commission. 

WORSHIP NOTES 

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – Sunday, November 7 

The Sunday after All Saints’ Day is a special reminder of our ongoing 
communion with all the faithful!  We invite you to remember loved ones who 
have gone before by naming them in your prayers and by bringing mementos.  
(If you would like to bring a memento, please arrive early to place your 

reminder at the altar before the service.) 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE – November 24 – at Ascension Lutheran 

Our annual ecumenical service will be hosted this year by Ascension Lutheran 

Church, on the corner of Barnett and Black Oak, on Wednesday, November 24, 
at 7 PM.  For all that separates us, this service is a unique opportunity to give 

thanks to God for all that unites us and for the blessings we all share.   

ADVENT HOME COMMUNIONS – Next Month! 

In recent years, one of the joys of the Advent season has been the chance to 
gather for a simple service in one another’s homes, followed by a meal and good 
fellowship and much holiday cheer.  If you’d like to host such an event, please 
contact Father Jed to see if any evenings are still available.  (More information 

will be provided about dates and places in the December newsletter.)  
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The Outreach Committee 

meets on the second Saturday 

of each month.  

Our next meeting will be on 

Saturday, November 13
th  

@ 10 AM in Hafer House. 

If you’d like to join us or  

have ideas for the committee 

please call Pat Ayers  

at 541-608-7653.  

We'd love to have your ideas! 

Continued on the next page... 

OUTREACH 

PANTRY DAZE   ...by Beverley Brahe 
Trying to anticipate the weekly purchases to match the need of clients is a 
logistics nightmare – but, somehow each week we seem to come out pretty 
even.  What tiny amounts we may have left that are perishable are donated to 

other agencies and used that day.   

HOWEVER, the very worst happened one day a few months ago. Just as we 
were cleaning up to close shop a gentleman (we’ll call him Mike) came to the 
door and looked in.  He was a tall, strong middle aged gentleman, groomed and 
in immaculately clean work clothes.  After some hesitation he came in and asked 
if this was where he could obtain food. There was no doubt that this man had 
worked all of his life and asking that question is very hard.  When we had to tell 
him that yes, this was the place, but that we didn’t have a grain of rice left that 
day, Mike’s eyes looked like a deer in the headlights.   Didn’t take a genius to see 
he was embarrassed and ashamed and desperate and that it had taken all his 
courage to ask for help. You could almost read his mind that his family was 

depending on him and he didn’t know what more to do. 

We assured Mike that if he could come back the following week 
we would be sure that there would be enough fresh produce for 
him to select.  Mike did return and the volunteers made sure he 
had an overflowing box of fruits, vegetables, etc.  He returned a 
couple more times but we have not seen him in a few weeks. 
We’re all betting he found employment again and is caring for 

his family without our help. 

Thank goodness we were there for his need.  This congregation 
can be proud of the food ministry we’re providing.  Nothing 

wrong with a little pat on our collective backs!!  

ST MARK’S PANTRY SECURES GRANTS 

On October 1st we learned the Chaney Family Foundation will be providing 
the full $5,000 we asked for the pantry for 2011. On October 12th, we 
learned the Carpenter Foundation will also be granting the full $5,000 we 
asked for. With the Diocesan Poor and Homeless grant of $1,000 that gives 
us a running start for the pantry of $11,000! We are very excited to have 
these successes in our grant application process, especially since it will help 
to continue the work of the pantry: feeding hungry families and children. 
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OUTREACH (cont.’) 

TIME FOR THANKSGIVING 

St. Mark's annual Thanksgiving basket drive is coming! This year 
our annual campaign will feed 200 needy families at West 

Medford Schools, Safe Place at Jackson County Health and our 
own St Mark’s Pantry clients. We’ll also assemble 30 friendship 

baskets for members of the parish.  

The cost of two pallets of food is $1,799.59. Frozen turkeys, fresh 
produce, apples and bread will be added to the non-perishable 
canned goods to fill the boxes. We need your support during this 
difficult economic year. How much to give? $30 will purchase one 
full basket for a family of four to six. $50 will feed a family of 
eight to ten. Please make your contributions out to St. Mark's 

Church, Thanksgiving Fund.  

For the friendly baskets we ask that you bake cookies or small cakes to place into 
the baskets. We will be assembling these on Saturday November 20 and 

volunteers are needed. Call Marilyn Myers for more details. 

Final basket assembly will be on Sunday November 21 between the 8 and 

10 AM services. We need volunteers for basket delivery on Tuesday 

November 23. Truck drivers and helping hands are needed from 8 to 9 AM. 

For further details, please call Christian Mathisen (535-2734). 

FOOD & FRIENDS 

Rita Shale, a member of St. Mark’s Outreach Committee 
hands a check for $495.00 to Jane Whaley, Development 
Director of Food & Friends.  Rita has been a driver and 
deliverer of food with Food & Friends (formerly known as 
Meals on Wheels) for 9-10 years. Rita is also Co-Chair of St. 
Mark’s Food Pantry.  Ms. Whaley expressed her gratitude for 
St. Mark’s donation during this difficult time when food is 
needed for the elderly and people of all ages. $60 will feed an 
elderly couple for a month through the Food & Friends 

program. 

PLASTIC ROUND-UP  

Master Recycler and Outreach committee member, Kristen 
Kurth, took part in a massive recycling event on October 8th in Ashland known as 
the Plastic Round-Up. 1034 vehicles participated this year- which is up from 712 
last year!      
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Continued on the next page... 

THE 2010 PLEDGE DRIVE 

Again this year, the annual pledge drive for St. Mark’s will 
feature a series of “pledge parties.”  At each of these parties, 
hosted by members of the congregation, there will be time to 
share experiences of our common life at St. Mark’s.  These 
parties are designed to be conversational and informative.  We 
hope you will respond to an invitation to attend. 

 

And then, on Sunday, November 21, we ask you to return your 
pledge card for a special ingathering during the morning services. 

 
A CONVERSATION ON WHERE WE’VE BEEN … 

The approach to our annual appeal is similar to last years, with an emphasis 
on opportunities to meet in relatively casual meetings, but the content is a bit 
different.  We want to invite members of the congregation into a conversation 
on where we’ve been and where we’re going. 
 
It’s a conversation that’s been going on for a very long time, at least since the 
first established Episcopal Church in downtown Medford back in 1889.  Over 
the years, as downtown Medford has changed, the challenges and 
opportunities have also changed.   
 
The constant, of course, has been the love of God made known across the 
generations.  Over the years, the faithful have been generous in their support 
of the life and ministry of St. Mark’s.  They have given of their time and 
talents and they have made financial gifts of support as well.   
 

A Review of Pledge Income 

The most common of the financial gifts we receive, of course, are 
those that support the annual operating budget.  This routine habit of 
giving is what pays the bills, everything from staff to utilities.  It’s 
what allows St. Mark’s to open our doors. 
 
Over the past couple of years, St. Mark’s has been operating under 
deficit budgets.  This year’s budget allowed for a deficit of over 
$40,000.  Through the end of September, we’re doing slightly better 
than we budgeted, but it still looks like our expenses will exceed 
operating income by a significant margin. 
 

� The St. Mark’s Food Pantry 
� Updated Communications 

• A “new and improved” St. Mark’s Website: www.stmarks-medford.org  
• St. Mark’s Facebook “group” (see the website) 
• Friday “Weekend Update” emails sent weekly 
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Other Forms of Giving 

In addition to the annual gifts which form the foundation of our 
regular life and ministry, there are occasions when we receive 
special gifts – memorial gifts, for example, or a gift given to 
support a special initiative. This summer’s “spiffing up” of the 
parish hall was supported by both memorial funds and special 
donations made to offset the costs of our new tables and chairs. 
 
Additionally, of course, members of have often remembered 
St. Mark’s in their estate planning. As a result of bequests, 
for example, we’ve been able to increase our investments in 

recent years even as we’ve had to pay for deficit budgets and take on several 

major projects to update and/or improve our facilities, most notably: 

� Renovations in Hafer House in 2006: offices, library, etc. 

� Retro-fitting Dagwell Hall in 2007: to accommodate the Family 

Nurturing Center (FNC) 

� Remodeling & upgrading the Hafer House kitchen in 2009 

A CONVERSATION ON WHERE WE’RE GOING … 

In the course of our “pledge parties,” we’ve been sharing in some nostalgia 
about the history of where we’ve been.  And we’re also opening up a 
conversation about where we’re going in the years ahead.  It’s obvious that 
the neighborhood around our church has changed over the years, and so have 
both the challenges and the opportunities for ministry.  We have responded 
by entering into a life-changing partnership with the Family Nurturing Center 
and working with them to create the Community Garden.  We have reached 
out to feed our neighbors by establishing a weekly Food Pantry. 
 

The challenge before us now is whether we can reaffirm 
downtown Medford as the place where we were first 
planted and rooted … and if we can commit ourselves to a 
new life and ministry here.  If so, we will be challenged to 
discover new ways to build on what has been done, to 
deepen our engagement with our neighborhood. We 
shouldn’t be naïve; it will take time (and ultimately require 
additional fund-raising) to turn every hope and dream into a 
new reality.  
 

The 2010 Pledge 

We hope that you’ll see your pledge as an opportunity to 
join this conversation. We hope you’ll also see it as a vital 
way to help St. Mark’s continue doing what we’ve been 
doing for over a century, to help us continue to be a place 

where we hear and proclaim the Good News of God’s Love for everyone. 
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DIOCESAN CONVENTION REVIEW 

Katherine Brafford, David McFadden, Debra McFadden, and Bob Wille 

participated as delegates, along with Father Jed, at the 122nd Convention of the 

Diocese of Oregon. Convention provides an opportunity for clergy and laity to 
gather for worship, fellowship, and the routine business of the Diocese. This 
year’s Convention met at the same conference center (in Eugene) where 

delegates met last year to elect Michael Hanley as our 10th Diocesan Bishop. 

The Bishop’s formal address to Convention 
took the form of the sermon offered at the 
Convention Eucharist. In his remarks, he 
shared reflections from visits to every 
congregation in the Diocese as part of his 
“100-Day Tour,” identifying some common 
themes he heard along the 9,500 miles 
traveled, including concerns about an aging 

demographic, declining membership, facilities in need of repairs, as well as 

the challenges we face in a culture that is indifferent. 

Several elections were held and/or appointments ratified, 
including some that involve members of St. Mark’s: David 
McFadden and Father Jed, as President and Dean (respectively) 
of the Southern Convocation; Debra McFadden as Diocesan 
Council representative; and Father Jed as one of the deputies to 

the 2012 General Convention of the Episcopal Church. 

The final business included the adoption of a diocesan budget 
for 2011, amendments to our Constitution and Canons, as 
well as resolutions of policy regarding: changes in health insurance; the new 
diocesan Academy for Formation and Mission; and a call to address bullying 

(especially in the aftermath of suicides of gay and lesbian persons). 

More information on the actions from this year’s Convention will certainly 
be available in the coming days through the Diocesan website @ http://

www.diocese-oregon.org/.  

VESTRY NOMINATIONS 

At this time every year, the nominating committee seeks those who can serve as 
members of the vestry of St. Mark’s.  Vestry members are elected to three-year 

terms by other members of the parish at our annual meeting.   

In early 2011, we will fill four vacancies.  If you think you might be interested in 
serving on next year’s vestry or if you would like suggest a name for consideration, 

please contact a member of the nominating committee or Father Jed. 

The Nominating Committee 

meets when required. 

Lana McGraw Boldt, chair,   

541-482-4865 or  

lana@lanamcgrawboldt.com 

Other committee members: 

Debra McFadden 

541-772-2582 

Lyn McConnell (interim) 

541-773-1373 
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LIONTALES NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES 

The St. Mark’s LionTales newsletter is the primary source of communication 
within the parish. The newsletter is usually printed monthly and is assembled, 
folded and bulk-mailed by a dedicated group of volunteers, organized by Lyn 

McConnell. 

MONTHLY DEADLINE 

Each committee, commission or  fellowship / interest group at St. Mark’s is 
encouraged to submit articles to Gayle in the office by 9 AM on the monthly 
deadline date. These dates vary, according to where the end of the month falls, to 

allow for the maximum time for submittals.  

SUBMITTALS - ARTICLES & PHOTOS 

It is very important that all articles & photos are submitted at one time by one 

person from each committee / commission / group. Multiple people submitting 
separate articles can result in duplications and conflicting information. Changes 
and / or corrections can be submitted any time up until 9 AM on the deadline date. 

Please plan ahead to submit your articles on time. 

Articles must be submitted in a complete, accurate and coherent form, the way it 
is intended to appear in the newsletter. Please do not expect the office to compose 
or re-write articles. All submissions received are subject to editing, however, and 

will be placed within the newsletter as space allows. 

NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION 

Production of the newsletter usually begins immediately after the deadline with 
placement of all articles received. Trying to squeeze in articles received after the 
deadline disrupts the page layout and results in much time spent rearranging the 

page. It is up to the Editor’s discretion whether or not to include late submittals. 

DECEMBER  

LION TALES 
DEADLINE 

Thursday,  

November 18th  

at 9 AM 

Please have all articles 
and photos into the office 

by the deadline. Thanks! 

ST. MARK’S WEBSITE  

The new St. Mark’s website has been up and running since May 13th of 

this year. If you haven’t already done so, please check us out at: 

www.stmarks-medford.org 

Find the weekly readings, weekend edition announcements, the current 
church calendar, past newsletters, summaries of ministries and groups, 

Music at St. Mark’s info, links to other Episcopal websites and MORE! 

We would love to hear your feedback and suggestions as to what else 
you would like to see on the site. Please contact Gayle in the office. 
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Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.  

She can be reached at:   

 779-9810 or 890-1860 

or by e-mail at: 

 mlkerr7@aol.com 

NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS  

Sunday, November 7 @ 6 PM  MEDFORD MATTHEW 5 

St. Mark's will host the first meeting of MM-5 in Hafer House. MM-5 is a 
valley-wide youth group focused on meeting urgent community needs, open to 

all youth age 12 through 19. Contact Susan Ladue at susanladue@gmail.com. 

Saturday, November 13th @ 8 AM  MEN'S BREAKFAST 

Get ready for November's Men's Breakfast. Bill Dames and Wes 
Weston are our cooks and there will be the usual good conversation 
and Bible discussion. Email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com if you 

plan to attend. Hope to see you there.  

Sat., November 20th @ 10 AM  OUTREACH BASKET ASSEMBLY 

Sun., Nov. 21st @ 9:10 AM  THANKSGIVING BASKET ASSEMBLY 

We are in need of home baked cookies or small cakes to place into the baskets. 

Volunteers are needed for assembly. Contact: Marilyn Myers (541-773-6321) 

November 21  CHRISTMAS WREATH FUNDRAISER 

Fresh and fragrant locally cut and assembled Christmas evergreen wreaths 
will be available on November 21st in the Parish Hall. Sign-up sheets will be 
in the Parish Hall for later purchase (delivered Nov. 28th).  Large wreaths are 
$30, medium are $20.  Proceeds from the sales of the wreaths will be split 

between St. Mark’s Food Pantry and the Family Nurturing Center. 

Tuesday, Nov. 23rd from 8-9 AM  BASKET DELIVERY 

We need volunteers for basket delivery. Truck drivers and helping hands are 
needed from 8 to 9 AM. For further details, please call Christian Mathisen 

(541-535-2734). See more information on page 4. 

Weds., Nov. 24th @ 7 PM  ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

See page 3 for details… 

Sat., Dec. 4th @ 10 AM  WELCOME COMMISSION MEETING 

Please note the time and date change! A combined November / December 
Welcome Commission meeting will take place in Hafer House. Please 

contact Adam or Kristen Kurth (541-301-5429) for more information. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) 

SUMMER MEMORIES LUNCHEON REVIEW ...by Molly Kerr 

ECW held it’s quarterly luncheon on October 16th at the Rogue Valley 

Country Club. Luncheon was for all church women. We shared our summer 
memories both present and past, and look forward to our next luncheon... 

DEADLINE 

BULLETIN  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Tuesdays at NOON 

Please email all 
articles, 

announcements and 
photos to Gayle in the 
office by noon each 
Tuesday. Thank you! 
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Payer Baptisms - October 17th 

ST. MARK’S PHOTOS 
 

Harvest Fest 
 October 10th 

Pet Blessing  
October 3rd 

Magic Flutes - October 3rd 
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