LION TALES
St. Mark’s Church

October 2010

THE re-DEDICATION OF THE PARISH HALL
We had a great celebration on Sunday, September 12, this year. Some of the
pieces of that celebration were typical for the first Sunday after Labor Day
(such as the return of the choir for our 10 o’clock service), but other pieces
were anything but typical — most notably, the re-Dedication of the newly
spiffed-up parish hall. What a way to start a new program year!
Whenever I’ve described the occasion, I’ve tried to be clear not to label it as
a dedication, per se, but a re-dedication. The point, of course, is that the room
has been used in precisely the way a parish hall should be used for a long
time. Generations of the faithful have used the hall, offering a welcome to the
stranger and support for loved ones. In that sense, we gathered on that
Sunday more to mark a continuation rather than the start of something new.
Even so, it would be hard to look around at the hall and not to see it all new
again. Indeed, it would be graceless not to notice the new carpet, the new
paint, the new furnishings, the new sense of openness. For that reason, it was
entirely appropriate that we should mark the occasion with a dedication
service of some kind … and so we did.
Such an occasion offers us a chance to recognize those who have given of
their time and efforts — and, yes, of their finances — to make such a
dramatic difference for us all to enjoy. And such an occasion also offers us a
reminder that we do all that we do as an expression of our identity as the
people of God in our own time and place.
In the course of my remarks that morning, I made the comment that we don’t
really “bless” a thing by having the ordained person say a special prayer over
it. The Book of Occasional Services puts it this way:
In accordance with a venerable tradition, church furnishings and ornaments
are consecrated by being put to the use for which they were intended.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net
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Together, we will consecrate the parish hall anew. We will dedicate it every
time we gather to grow in the knowledge of love of God. We will bless it
every time we open our doors to the stranger and all those in need. We will
hallow it every time we enjoy time together there to deepen the bonds of
affection between us as sisters and brothers in Christ.

Photos...................11

For more on the re-Dedication, go to pages 6-7.

Highlights.............12

Happenings ..........10
In Memoriam .......10

Lion Tales
2

October 2010

FROM YOUR JUNIOR WARDEN
It’s great to be alive! He said as he crawled out of the back of a Super Cub
having just flown cross-country from Anchorage, Alaska to Eagle Point,
Oregon. Three days weathered-in in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, with a
pilot whose mood rivaled a sow bear. Sneaking up unfamiliar river valleys
with a three hundred foot ceiling and minimum forward vision. Any fear I
may have had of flying in heavy rain has been washed away. Oh, and those
great big tires you see on Bush planes? With three pounds of air pressure you
can land on a gravel bar like a bean bag thrown on the lawn.
But more than that; it’s great to be alive, because there are so many things to do.
To get involved with. To be alive. I missed so much having to work for a living.
With the changes in the weather and kids being back in school; I’m hoping to get
more involved with indoor activities. Since I can’t sing, maybe the pantry will let
me help once in a while. It’s nice to hear the Choir back up front.

Bob Wille is serving this year
as Junior Warden.
You can contact Bob at
541-826-3446
or email him at
rwille@ccountry.net

Summer is pretty busy here in Eagle Point and my current project is cutting
and splitting a log truck full of Madrone. I’m sixty next month and splitting
wood is almost as revealing as an annual physical. Looks like I’ll be around
for a while, but it’s still hard work. Dad always said, ‘you get warm twice
getting your own wood.’ Was he ever right.
How about the Parish Hall? What a difference some paint and carpet can
make. There are a few things yet to go (like a new stove) but we’re back in.
It’s so nice being able to pack around the new tables with one hand. Did you
catch Jed dancing with the rolling cart? Clever design, and takes up less room
then the monster locker.
You can’t see it, but there is a new roof on Dagwell. Now the rain shouldn’t
run down the inner walls. There have been some other electrical upgrades
and a small kitchen added to the FNC to make the space more useable. They
are growing to the point of bursting and appreciate our continuing support.
And speaking of support; can Stewardship be far away? Fr. Jed and Sue have
been planning for this year’s iteration. I’ve only heard rumors that it will be
kinda like last year, so you’ll have to wait until they’re ready for us.
I’m happy to announce that our son, Richard, is back in country having
returned from Iraq. What a load off! Joshua McLaughlin, too, has returned
and we join in thanking God for their safe return. Tavis McNair is still in
Afghanistan, so keep those prayers going until he is home and wrapped in his
mother’s loving arms.
Capt. Wille will get a little time off, but will too soon be off to Korea for two
to three years. My poor graying head!
God Bless,

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2011:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille (Jr. Warden)
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Richard Boucher
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
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FINANCIAL NEWS
2010 FINANCIAL SUMMARY AS OF 8/31/10

MTD
Actual

AUGUST - 2010
MTD
Budget

YEAR TO DATE - 2010
Budget/
Actual

Actual

Budget

Budget/
Actual

Pledge Income

$ 22,407

$ 24,258

$ (1,851)

$ 199,473

$ 211,848

$ (12,375)

Other Income

$

$

$

$

$

$

Total Income

$ 22,843

$ 24,883

$ (2,040)

$ 207,478

$ 216,848

$ (9,370)

Total Expenses
Net

$ 28,673
$ (5,830)

$ 29,965
$ (5,082)

$ (1,292)
$
(748)

$ 252,617
$ (45,139)

$ 264,020
$ (47,172)

$ (11,403)
$ 2,033

436

625

(189)

8,005

5,000

Thank you for your continued contribution to our church. As fall has come
in early, we encourage all parishioners to continue to keep up with their
pledged gifts throughout the remainder of the year.

Barbara Johnson, Finance Committee Chair

REJOICE WITH ME!
In the fall of each year, we ask for financial pledges
of support for the year that follows. That doesn’t
mean we can’t find a way to enjoy ourselves along
the way. To that end, we had a series of “pledge
parties” last year and have decided that it was too
much fun NOT to do it again.
And don’t worry – there’s still time to join the party by hosting one! We are
gearing up for this year’s round of small group discussions about all that we
are and all that we have. If you would like to host a small gathering in your
home or need more information, please contact Susan Ladue at 541-941-2850
or susanladue@gmail.com.
This year’s gatherings will focus on the different ways in which we can
participate in the growth and sustenance of our parish, with a reminder of all
the reasons we have for doing so. When you receive your invitation, we hope
you’ll join Jed and some of your fellow parish members for a time of
fellowship and discussion.

3,005

For more information,
please contact
Kevin Klabunde,
finance administrator,
or Wes Weston, treasurer.
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MUSIC NOTES
HANDBELL ENSEMBLE & CHOIR SEEKS MEMBERS
It's not too late to join our Handbell Ensemble or our Chancel Choir. We'd
love to have you participate. Just come to a rehearsal, listed on the calendar,
and we'll teach you what you need to know!
MOZART’S MAGIC FLUTES—Sunday, October 3rd at 3 PM
Music at St. Mark's presents its first concert of the 2010-11 season with
Mozart's Magic Flutes, an ensemble including Debra Harris, flutist. This
ensemble plays music for two flutes and/or piccolos, cello, and keyboard. It
will be presenting music by Williams, Bach, Mozart, Doppman, Haydn and
Donjon. We've not had this combination of instruments before, but it should
sound wonderful in our space. This concert is free and a reception will
follow. Come and bring a friend!
As always, please send me any comments you might have about the St.
Mark's Music Program.

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075

SAVE THE DATE: 10/10/10
You have to do something special on a date like 10/10/10!

SECOND ANNUAL

Harvest Fair
Date: October 10, 2010
Time: 11:30 AM to when people go home
Place: Fifth Street
Between Oakdale and Ivy
What: Soup Lunch and Cake
Story time for the little ones
Hay rides for all ages
Live Music and dancing
Who: St. Mark’s Parishioners,
FNC Families, Gardeners,
and our neighbors
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FAMILY NURTURING CENTER NEWS
FNC is back to school! On September 13th, we opened our doors to a new
crop of ‘kiddos’ – Mary-Curtis’ affectionate name for our tiny students. As
we get to know them, and to work with them and their parents, wonderful
new relationships are being created that over time will provide healing and
lead to strong parent-child bonds and healthy family environments.
We are at full capacity – servicing 60 children and their families in our
Center-based programs and more than 50 children and their families through
our Home-based programs. More than 100 children remain on our waiting
list. These families are monitored by our Outreach Care Coordinator, and
taken in as spaces occur.
Our Parent Education Class is well underway; through this program we
provide our parents with the basic information they need – about child
development, nutrition, communication – to understand their children, their
role as a parent, and how to effectively and lovingly create a family.
We are excited about our future, and quietly assessing our long-term goals
and how to best provide the resources we will need to grow. As always, we
are so deeply appreciative of all the many gifts St. Mark’s provides to us –
thank you so much!
The children love company, so please come visit us anytime! We welcome
opportunities to get to know you better.

Family Nurturing Center

CONNECTIONS
The Pastoral Care Committee is working to help us stay “connected” with
other members of the parish family. As a next step, we will begin recruiting
phone friends soon. If you can help, you’ll be asked to contact a fellow parishioner on a regular basis (once a week perhaps or maybe monthly, depending on the particulars) — just to check in and make sure we know what’s going on with one another, lest folks “slip through the cracks.” We’ll have
more to say later, but please be ready to learn more in the coming weeks.

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is closed. To
access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305. This number is on the
outgoing greeting recording of the church office telephone. Call if you need us!

The Family
Nurturing Center’s
Mission Statement:
Strengthening families
so children can live
safely and develop fully
in their parents’ care.

Did you know … It costs approximately $4,200 to move a
family through our program
for a year. It costs $54,000 to
move a single youth through
the juvenile system one time.
98.4% of families who spend
a minimum of one year in a
Relief Nursery program
NEVER have another incident with child services.
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PARISH HALL “SPIFFING UP” PROJECT
On Sunday, September 12, the people of St. Mark’s gathered for a re-Dedication of
the “spiffed up” parish hall. As some of the photos on these two pages indicate, it has
been a messy project at times, one that has been inconvenient on many occasions.
Hopefully, we’re all agreed that it is great to be on this side of the undertaking.
Accordingly, it was a great party on September 12, a celebration of the combined
efforts of a lot of people that brought us to the point where we could open the doors to
a cleaner, brighter, and seemingly much larger room.
Father Jed kicked off the liturgical portion of the celebration with these words:
May the door of this church be wide enough to receive
all who are in need of love,
all who are lonely for friendship.
May it welcome all who have cares to unburden,
thanks to express, hopes to nurture.
But may the door of this church be narrow enough
to shut out pettiness and pride, envy and enmity.
May its threshold be too high
to admit complacency, selfishness, and harshness.
Yet may it be no stumbling block
to young or uncertain feet.
May we make this church, for all who enter,
the doorway to an enriched and more faithful life.

There is more work still the be done, of course, including work on the fireplace and
mantle, as well as the installation of a new stove and oven. It is intended that these
added enhancements, combined with all of the work already completed will add to
our capacity to be a warm and welcoming community of faith.
In the meantime, we ask everyone to help us keep the room neat and tidy. We want
to avoid any temptation to let items accumulate there, so we’ll try to keep as much
out of the room as possible while we live into it again.
Words of thanks
There are so many people who have been involved in our parish hall “spiff
up” so let us remember to offer words of appreciation to them. Pleasae take
an opportunity to offer a word of thanks to (see next page):
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Debra McFadden for spearheading this
project in all of its complexities (overseeing
selection of chairs, tables, carpet, colors, and
for attending to a myriad of other details);
Molly Kerr (and others) for shopping all over
to furnish the conversational grouping; **
Kristen & Adam Kurth (and the youth they
recruited) for getting the old furniture out of
the parish hall;
Mark Adrian, Bruce Cartmel and the Building
and Grounds Committee for oversight and for
tackling a very long list of projects (including
putting things back together in the end);
Kit Nilles for shepherding sheep (& proverbial
squirrels and volunteers everywhere!);
Gayle Turner for patiently coordinating all those
who come & go throughout the week;
Volunteers from the weekly Food Pantry for
their patience throughout and for helping move
the new furniture back into the parish hall;
Everyone for patience in the midst of extra dust and
inconvenience; and
Donors who have made gifts to the Memorial Funds in years past
and those who have made special gifts in recent weeks and months
to offset the costs of the total project.

_____________________________________________________
** Molly Kerr was given the assignment of choosing new
furniture. An excerpt of her remarks follows:
I immediately changed my "committee of one" to a "committee of two" by
dragging my husband Larry with me to all the furniture stores in the valley
over a single weekend in the high '90's. Upon entering each store we quickly
picked out an elderly salesperson and told them our budget and that we are a
church of broken hips and things and that we need to be able to get up and
down from the chairs and couches. They understood perfectly. Larry and I
tried every item that looked the part and came up with what you see in the
Parish Hall today.
… and you can smile when sitting on them. Cheers!
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OUTREACH
FOOD PANTRY NOTES
St Mark’s Pantry is continuing to feed 45 to
70 families per week. The number of
people we serve is around 1,000 per month.
We are distributing approximately 4,000
pounds of fresh food per month and feeding
our clients at around $1.00 per person per
month. Since 50% of the fresh food we
provide is donated by the Gleaning
Network of Southern Oregon and others,
we estimate the total monthly retail cost of
food given out at around $2,500.

The Outreach Committee
meets on the second Saturday
of each month.
Our next meeting will be on
Saturday, October 9th
@ 10 AM in Hafer House.

Thanks to the congregation members who continue to provide tuna, peanut
butter, toilet paper, children’s clothing, soaps and shampoos and many other
items. And thank you to the weekly volunteers, without whom, this pantry
could not continue!
TIME FOR THANKSGIVING
We are getting closer to St. Mark's annual Thanksgiving basket drive! This
year our annual campaign will feed 200 needy families at West Medford
Schools, Safe Place at Jackson County Health and our own St. Mark’s Pantry
clients. We’ll also assemble 30 friendship baskets for members of the parish.
We need your support during this difficult economic year.
How much to give? $30 will purchase one full
basket for a family of four to six. $50 will feed a
family of eight to ten. Please make your
contributions out to St. Mark's Church,
Thanksgiving Fund.
For the friendly baskets we ask that you bake
cookies or small cakes to place into the baskets.
We will be assembling these on Saturday,
November 20 and volunteers are needed for that
day as well. Please call Marilyn Myers for details.
Final basket assembly will be on Sunday, November 21 between the 8 and
10 o’clock services. We will also need volunteers for basket delivery on
Tuesday, November 23. We need truck drivers and helping hands from 8 to
9 am. Last year the baskets were assembled in record time and we had many
people who helped deliver. For further details, please call Christian Mathisen
(541-535-2734).
Continued on the next page...

If you’d like to join us or
have ideas for the committee
please call Pat Ayers
at 541-608-7653.
We'd love to have your ideas!
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OUTREACH (cont.’)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY ‘Apostles Build’ UPDATE
In September, Parish members came together to work on Medford’s Habitat for
Humanity houses on Ross Lane and Sweet Drive as part of Habitat’s ‘Apostles
Build’ program. The groups volunteered on Saturday, September 4th (hot) and
18th (rain). The first group measured, cut, carried and installed first floor joists.
The second group of volunteers helped install the beginning of floors on the
second story of one home.
St. Mary’s students, Andy Piper and Nick Eberle, volunteered with the first
group. Andy is the son of the Rev. Mary Piper at St. Martin’s in Shady Cove
and Nick is a friend of Susan Ladue’s. We appreciate their wanting to be part
of St. Mark’s volunteers on this project and they served well.
According to Habitat volunteer coordinator Tiffany Schmelzer, there is going
to be a ‘big push’ in December to complete the homes and volunteers from
St. Mark’s may be asked to return.
Those working last month were: Jerry McClaren, Adam and Kristen Kurth,
Barbara Holley (and her son and his friend), David Gutfeld, Pat Ayers, Andy
Piper, Nick Eberle, and Dawn Wille. Also, Bobbie Fasel, Kathy Garrett and
Pat Ayers provided food and refreshments for the volunteers both dates.
Thank you, everyone, for your help. The recipient families of these homes
TRULY appreciate each of you!

HABITAT’S
APOSTLES
BUILD
September 18, 2010
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OCTOBER HAPPENINGS
MEN'S BREAKFAST – Saturday, October 9th @ 9 AM
After the good turnout for September's Men's Breakfast, we
are looking for ward to October 9. Hopefully, the cooks will
have hearty coffee ready a little early if you want some extra
conversation. In addition you will be well fed in all
dimensions - food, fellowship and even a little religion
through Bible discussion.
Please email Don Ogren at dogrenl@mac.com if you plan to attend.
HARVEST FAIR — Sunday, October 10th @ 11:30 AM
The Second Annual Harvest Fair — dubbed last year as a “little taste of the
Kingdom” — will be scheduled a bit earlier this year. We’ll close off a block
on 5th Street, between Oakdale and Ivy, and have a party with our friends
and neighbors. Don’t miss it.
For more information, see page 4.

ST. MARK’S WEBSITE
www.stmarks-medford.org

P

lease visit St. Mark’s
website for current
information on weekly
readings, weekend
updates (Fridays), the
church calendar and
more! Let Gayle in the
office know about
changes, etc, so she can
keep the site current.

NOVEMBER

LION TALES
DEADLINE
Thursday, October 21st

DEADLINE: BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS — Tuesdays at NOON
Please email all articles, announcements and photos to Gayle in the office by
noon each Tuesday. Thank you!

Please have all articles
and photos into the office
by the deadline. Thanks!

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW)
FALL LUNCHEON—Saturday, October 16th @ noon
Fall is here and time to get together for lunch at the Rogue Valley Country Club. Our
theme will be "Summer Memories." Come with tales of your summer antics—of this
summer or summers long ago. This is a great way to get to know each other better. Wear
bright colors so it will still feel like summer!
This year, ECW will be concentrating on fellowship rather than fund-raising.
Debra McFadden has taken over memorial receptions and will find her own helpers,
but I will still be sending emails for cookies. ECW will help if needed with other
receptions or birthday parties Such fun!
Speaking of fun, I have been asked to be on the ECW State Board as a ‘Member at
Large.’ By attending the State Board I can bring lots of great new ideas for us to try.
For those of you who used to attend ECW but stopped coming, we have changed the format.
We will gather 4 times a year for themed luncheons and possibly a retreat somewhere
wonderful with a great speaker. We will continue to put on our beautiful Advent Tea. Come
back and join the fun. We look forward to seeing you!.
Love in Christ, Molly

Kerr, ECW Chair

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.
She can be reached at:
779-9810 or 890-1860
or by e-mail at:
mlkerr7@aol.com
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MORE ST. MARK’S PHOTOS

CHURCH ‘N CHIPS
September 3, 2010

SUPER SUNDAE — September 12, 2010

GOLF
CHAMPION
KEVIN
KLABUNDE
September 6, 2010

IN MEMORIAM
NANCY RINABARGER
7/23/1928—8/29/2010
Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon her.
May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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selected events/opportunities in october
Bring a pet to church
On Sunday, October 3, we’ll have out annual pet blessing immediately after the 10 am service.
Bring your pet with you to church that morning … or come back after an early brunch for the blessing of animals @ 11:15 am.
Mozart’s flutes
Then come back in the afternoon for a terrific concert, as the new season for Music at St.
Mark’s begins. More details on page 4.
Harvest Festival
Part of our ongoing series of Super Sundays, the Second Annual
Harvest Festival features great food, terrific entertainment
(including hayrides behind Jerry Nilles’ vintage tractor), and a
unique opportunity to get to enjoy some fun and fellowship with
our neighbors. More details on page 4.
Printed on recycled paper

