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AN OLD STORY
Following the suggestion of Episcopal priest and preacher Frank Hegedus, I
opened a recent sermon by re-telling an old fable:
A farmer had a fine stallion that one day escaped and ran off. The
farmer’s neighbors commiserated with him. “What bad luck you
have,” they said sadly. But the farmer responded, “Who really
knows? It could be bad. But it could also be good.”
When the stallion returned, followed by twelve wild and healthy
young steeds, the neighbors rejoiced, “How fortunate you are!”
“Who knows,” countered the farmer to his neighbors’ surprise, “if it
is good fortune or not?”
Not long after, the farmer’s strapping son attempted to break one of
the wild horses when he tumbled and shattered his leg. “How
unlucky you are!” exclaimed the neighbors. The farmer shrugged his
shoulders and asked again, “Who knows if it is bad luck or good?”
Later, the king’s soldiers arrived, recruiting young men for battle
and war in far-off lands, but they quickly passed over the farmer’s
son with the bad leg. “How very lucky you are,” said the amazed
neighbors as the old man muttered once again, “Who knows? ...”
It seems St. Paul was similarly inclined. In the 16th chapter of Acts, he and
Silas are riding a roller coaster in Philippi — one day they excitedly chase
after Paul’s dreams (literally) and then find themselves down on their luck
the next; casting out demons only to be beaten and cast into prison ...
The example of St. Paul is one of constancy — neither overly impressed by
his own success nor unduly defeated by the vicissitudes of life’s chances and
changes. His own explanation for how he managed bears our consideration:
I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty.
In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being wellfed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can
do all things through him who strengthens me. [Philippians 4:12-13]
In all things, the love of God sustains. May we, too, be so sustained in our
lives and learn what St. Paul learned — to be content.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net
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FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN
Dear Ones,
As I write this I am thinking about Bishop Hanley’s recent visit, the BBQ
and garden blessing. In preparing for those events I thought of the many
services that so many of our members perform, most quietly and with out
thanks.
Sunday after Sunday, we have an opportunity to worship because of what
you do. There are so many ways our St. Mark’s family express God’s care
for others. You have made St. Mark’s a vibrant, alive church. St. Mark’s
continue to touch lives at FNC, the garden, the pantry and within our own
parish. I expect Bishop Hanley must have been pleased to see the expression
of Christ in your work.

Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden
at St. Mark’s.
Please contact her at:
541-773-7286
or email her at:
knilles@clearwire.net

Challenges and opportunities remain ahead for us. Several projects will soon
begin to be visible.
The vestry is working on “Spiffing Up” the parish hall. Soon you will
see more manageable tables and new folding chairs. You might be
pleased to know a mission church, Saint Michael/ San Miguel in
Newberg, will gladly use our old chairs and tables. Debra McFadden
worked hard on that project and there is more to come.
The new web site will soon be up and running …check it out. Thank you
Richard Boucher, Julie Drengson and especially Gayle Turner who did
the work on this.
Mark your calendar for a party, August 22. St. Mark and Trinity’s Outreach
will host the second annual “American Bandstand”. Last year we were
delighted to raise $6,123 for FNC. I had a great time last year in the Eden
Vale Voorhies Mansion Garden. I think others who were there would say the
same. Blue Lightening will be playing again. The tickets are $15, the same
as last year. I hope you will plan to be a part of the fun.
Blessings,

Kit Nilles

CORRECTION IN MAY LION TALES
Please note that in the ‘New in the Pew’ section, Jerry McClaren's name
was misspelled.

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2011:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille (Jr. Warden)
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Richard Boucher
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden)
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
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COMMUNICATIONS
WEEKEND UPDATES BY EMAIL
For the last few weeks, we have been sending out Weekend
Update emails to parishioners. If you have not received an email
this past week, let us know by calling the church office or send an
email to stmarks@connpoint.net, asking to be added to our list.
On the other hand, if you would prefer not being on the list, send us a reply
and ask to be removed from this list. Thanks!
THE UPDATED CHURCH DIRECTORY IS HERE!
Copies of the revised directory are available in the Parish Hall and in the
church office (small or large versions). We know that more changes are
inevitable, so please let Gayle know and she will update your records.
THE NEW CHURCH WEBSITE IS UP & RUNNING!
Be sure to check out our new website at www.stmarks-medford.org. The
website team of Richard Boucher and Julie Drengson determined that this
webhost would best fit our current needs at St. Mark’s to develop an
attractive user-friendly website that is also easy to maintain. The site is still
in process. Please let us know if you have any suggestions.

PARISH HALL ‘SPIFF UP’
On behalf of the Vestry, Debra McFadden has been spearheading
efforts to “spiff up” the parish hall. The first piece will be the most
practical: new tables and chairs (and carts to move them around, as
needed). These items will be new and improved in many ways —
most significantly, being a bit smaller and much lighter.
Later in the summer, we plan to tackle some deferred maintenance, so
stay tuned to the efforts to make the parish hall more useful and
attractive.

EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305
This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is
closed. To access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305.
This number is on the outgoing greeting recording of the church office
telephone. Call if you need us!
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MUSIC NOTES
CHANCEL & HANDBELL CHOIRS BREAK FOR THE SUMMER
The last Sunday on which the Chancel Choir will sing and the Handbell
Ensemble will play until September is June 6. Please be sure to thank these
hard working, dedicated people who have given generously of their time and
talent throughout the year. It is a labor of love but it does take time and energy!
MUSIC ROOM CLEANING PARTY!
On Thursday, June 10 we will have a work party in the Music Room,
polishing the bells, putting away all equipment, and organizing and filing all
music. We'll meet at Siam Café about 5:15 PM for dinner and then move to
the Music Room about 6:30 PM . We'd welcome any help!
WELCOME BACK, DAWN!
We are so happy that Dawn Wille is back living in southern Oregon. She will
be playing several Sundays during the summer as I take vacation time. Many
thanks to Dawn!
MEN’S & WOMEN’S CHOIR SUNDAYS...
Mark your calendars now: the Men's (Tenor and Bass) Choir Sunday is July
18 and the Women's (Soprano and Alto) Choir Sunday is August 8. Please
come to Church at 9 AM those days and I'll teach you the music for the 10 AM
service. Singers of all ages are invited!
MUSIC AT ST. MARK’S 2010-2011
I continue to work on putting together the Music at St. Mark's schedule for
2010-11. As always, I welcome your suggestions.

IN MEMORIAM
SYLVIA ZWICK
5/15/1918—5/9/2010

OWEN SMITH
3/21/75 - 5/23/2010
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon them.
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
541-482-3075
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GOD DOESN’T TAKE A VACATION — WE WILL!
In some churches, children can get the idea that God takes a break during the
summer months. God doesn’t, of course, even if many of God’s people do.
This summer, we’re going to give everyone a way to have a bit of a summer
vacation without ever having to leave home. We invite you, therefore, to enjoy
a vacation by coming to church this summer, as our worship will borrow
prayers used in other parts of the Anglican Communion.
It seems appropriate to start the summer by “traveling” to South Africa in June.
After all, much of the world’s attention will be focused there for this summer’s
World Cup. (Soccer isn’t particularly popular in the United States, but the
World Cup is the most widely-viewed sporting event in the world.)

The Worship Commission
meets on the third Tuesday of
each month and is chaired by
the various members of the
commission.

If we were physically present, we’d want to dress warmly this time of year (so
far south of the equator) — with daily highs reaching 64 degrees on average.
The country is considered very biodiverse, so there would be a lot to take in!
The Anglican Church of Southern Africa was established in 1870. In addition
to South Africa, the provincial boundaries include Angola, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, Saint Helena, and Swaziland — and a diverse membership
totaling 3-4 million people. The current Archbishop is the Most Reverend
Thabo Cecil Makgoba, who is also Bishop of Cape Town. (Most well-known,
Desmond Tutu was archbishop from 1986-1996.)
The Anglican Church of Southern Africa is regarded as the most liberal Anglican province in Africa, particularly on issues such as ordination of
women and homosexuality. After Gene Robinson's election to become
bishop of New Hampshire, for example, Desmond Tutu stated that he did not
see what "all the fuss" was about, saying the election would not roil the
Church of the Province of Southern Africa.
In 1989 the Church produced its new An Anglican Prayer Book, 1989 which
was simultaneously published in 6 languages (now available in 9 languages).
We’ll use an English translation provided to us by our own Sally Bouwer.
JULY AND AUGUST
The Fourth of July falls on a Sunday this year, so we’ll come home and use
prayers from the first American Prayer Book of 1789. The service schedule
for the day is not yet certain. In previous years when Independence Day fell
on a Sunday, we reduced the schedule to just one service. If you have a preference, please let the church office know as soon as possible.
After the holiday weekend at home, we’ll go on to use prayers from An Australian Prayer Book for the remaining Sundays of July and then on to A New
Zealand Prayer Book for the month of August.

Desmond Tutu served as
Archbishop of Southern Africa
from 1986-1996. To many, he is
still the face of this province of
the Anglican Communion.
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JUNE HAPPENINGS
FIRST SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICE– Saturday, June 5th @ 5 PM
Readings mirror those on Sunday, but the emphasis in this service is on
simplicity and contemplation. Singing is a cappella, with occasional recorder
accompaniment. Fr. Jed’s brief homily invites personal reflection. Sharing bread
together in the Eucharist is followed by sharing a simple potluck meal. Your
participation is welcomed! Please join us!
MEN'S BREAKFAST – Saturday, June 19th @ 8 AM
Nota bene! (Had to throw that in) The Men's Breakfast will be
the third Saturday in June, not the second. The date is June 19,
and the time is 8:00, as usual. John Richardson and Bill Dames
will serve up the food and there will be the usual good
conversation and Bible discussion. Come join us. So that the cooks can plan,
email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com or telephone him at 857-6092 if you
plan to attend.

BE FISHERS OF MEN!
Plans are in the works for a unique fundraiser to augment the St. Mark’s
operating fund.
St. Mark’s artists would design tiles of different colors, shapes and kinds of
fish. These fish would be arranged in an attractive design on the back wall of
the church, behind the baptismal font. The artist’s rendition would show the
design of the arrangement of fish tiles. A colored plaque on the wall (the
key) would show the design and fish placement. Each fish would be
numbered, with a corresponding number on the plaque to enable people to
find their fish or fishes.
Tiles would be purchased (the amount will be set at a later date), to be given
in the name of family members, friends, or in the names (and date) of those
baptized here at St. Mark’s. These dates could go way back to the beginning
of baptisms here in St. Mark’s.
It is early planning stages for this project and we would appreciate your
interest, comments, and encouragement.
Please contact any one of the following people:
Sherry Marston – 541-227-6039, Mary Adrian – 541-621-5359,
and Debra or David McFadden – 541-772-2582.

PLEASE NOTE:

The July & August

LION TALES
WILL BE COMBINED.

DEADLINE
for all items & photos:

Tuesday,

July 6th
at 9 AM
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ST. MARK’S PHOTOS
FAMILY NURTURING
CENTER PLAYGROUND
DEDICATION
The Leadership Committee of Medford/
Jackson County met and built the new
playground equipment and created a
roofed outside play area for infants and
toddlers. All the work and materials
were donated by 70 community
members and sponsors. The dedication
was held on May 6th.

BLESSING OF THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN
For Rogation Sunday on May 9th, Jed led a group
in the blessing of the Community garden.

BAPTISM OF TECHIN FRANCISCO
FRANCISCO
On the day of Pentecost, May 23rd, Fr. Jed baptized
Techin David Pakkaranang Miller Francisco, son of
Grant & Emily Miller-Francisco and brother of Maren.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
426 W. 6th Street
Medford, OR 97501

541-773-3111
e-mail: stmarks@connpoint.net
www.stmarks-medford.org
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Liturgical Summer Vacation
We’ll take a “liturgical vacation” this summer at St. Mark’s.
At our Sunday services during the summer months,
we’ll use prayers from other provinces
of the Anglican Communion.
For the month of June, we’ll use prayers from
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
NOTE: We return “home” for services on the 4th of July —
using prayers from the 1st American Prayer Book.

Shield for the Anglican Church
of Southern Africa

The Sunday schedule is not yet certain for July 4.
Should we have one service only on this Sunday or
continue with our normal schedule? Your thoughts?
For more information on summer worship plans, see page 5 of this newsletter.

Printed on recycled paper

