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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

For 300 years, the Christian faith was illegal.  In 313 AD, an imperial edict 
called for tolerance of Christianity and, by the end of the 4th century,  
Christianity was the official religion of the Roman Empire.  (Church 
historians still debate whether or not to celebrate this turn of events — 
whether the Church and its values were co-opted by the Empire more than 

society was shaped for the good by Christian values.) 

The point for our appreciation is that the new respectability of Christianity 
allowed for pilgrimages to the places associated with Jesus.  Jerusalem was 
an obvious place of pilgrimage, especially during Passover/Easter.  The 

arrival of so many pilgrims was both a challenge and an opportunity. 

Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, embraced both the challenge and the opportunity 
in developing a series of celebrations to mark these days.  These liturgies 
were an attempt to impress the path of our Lord upon the pilgrims making 
pilgrimage.  He encouraged them to do more than merely think about what 
had happened there once before; he invited them to make those events a 

present reality by walking once again with Jesus and his friends/followers. 

In one of his sermons, for example, Cyril describes baptism as a participation 

in Jesus’ entombment, saying: 

You submerged yourself three times in the water and emerged; by this 

symbolic action you were secretly re-enacting the burial of Christ three 

days in the tomb … In one and the same action you died and were born: 

the water of salvation became both tomb and mother for you. 

What Solomon said in another context is apposite to you: “There is a time 

to be born, and a time to die,” but the opposite is true in your case—there 

is a time to die and a time to be born. A single moment achieves both ends, 

and your begetting was simultaneous with your death. 

What a strange and astonishing situation! We did not really die, we were 

not really buried, we did not really hang from a cross and rise again. Our 

imitation was symbolic, but our salvation is real. 

May our walk through Holy Week be as “strange and astounding” for us as 
Cyril envisioned when these liturgies were first conceived.  And may our 
salvation be as “real” for us as well. 

Jed Holdorph is rector of  

St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 

A special booklet called 

“Keeping Holy Week” was 
created to provide a deeper 

appreciation of the history of 

the services of Holy Week  

and their meaning for those  

of us who observe them today. 

Copies of this booklet will be 

available to members of  

St. Mark’s at church on  

Sundays or from the church 

office during the week.  
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Kit Nilles is the Sr. Warden 

at St. Mark’s. 

Please contact her at: 

541-773-7286 

or email her at: 

knilles@clearwire.net 

 

 
ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
 

Class of 2011: 

Pam Cartmel 

Don Ogren 

Bill Templin 

Bob Wille (Jr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2012: 

Pat Ayers 

Richard Boucher 

Julie Drengson 

Kit Nilles (Sr. Warden) 

 

Class of 2013: 

Mary Adrian 

Barbara Holley 

Kristen Kurth 

Sherry Marston 

FROM YOUR NEW SENIOR WARDEN 

Dear Ones, 

This is my first note to you and I want to start by saying I am honored to be 
given the privilege of serving you as senior warden. It is humbling and a bit 
scary too. I did some serious praying on the Monday after that February 
vestry meeting.  The first thing I am going to do… is leave town… but I will 
be back from Alaska by the time you read this. I sincerely promise to do the 

best job I can for St. Mark’s and to stay home for the next few months. 

I know God will provide what is needed, as he always does. The help many 
of you have already offered is proof of that providence. Thankfully, Bob 
Willie is going to junior warden and will be there to show me what needs to 
be done. Pat Ayers volunteered to chair the Outreach Commission which we 

were co-chairing so that I will have more time to do this job. 

This is such a vibrant parish full of wonderful people who have so much to 

offer. I look forward to working with each of you on the tasks that lie ahead. 

I thought I would end this note by wishing you a wonderful joyful Easter 

which will be here very soon. 

Blessings,  Kit 

VESTRY NOTES 

Because of special programs in Lent, the Vestry was not able to meet on its 
regular day and time and met, instead, on the last day of the month — for a 

special three-hour organizational meeting on a Sunday afternoon. 

In addition to routine matters of any meeting — a review of minutes and the 
financial reports from the month before — Vestry members spent time to get 
to know each other better and to familiarize themselves with their new jobs 
and the expectations they bring to this coming year.  Barbara Johnson, our 
Finance Committee Chair, and Wes Weston, Treasurer, offered a detailed 
orientation to the financial reports and an overview of their shared fiduciary 

concerns.   

Among the routine matters addressed, the officers of the parish were ap-
pointed, as follows:  Kit Nilles, Sr. Warden; Bob Wille, Jr. Warden; Debra 
McFadden, Clerk; and Wes Weston, Treasurer.  Thanks to them … and to all 

the members of the new St. Mark’s Vestry. 
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EMERGENCY PASTORAL HOTLINE — 778-3305 

This pastoral emergency phone is available whenever the church office is 
closed.  To access the pastoral care hotline, call the cell phone at 778-3305. 
This number is on the outgoing greeting recording of the church office 
telephone.  Call if you need us! 

Peggy Evans is the  

Music and Choir director  

for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 

she can be reached at: 

 482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES 

CHANCEL CHOIR AND HANDBELL ENSEMBLE  

At some point during the month of April do thank members of the Chancel 
Choir and Handbell Ensemble for all of their hard work during Lent and Holy 
Week. They give generously of their time and talent, especially during this 

part of the church year. 

If you've been thinking about joining one of our musical groups, after Easter is a 
great time to do so. For the Chancel Choir we'll have Thursday eve rehearsals 
until mid-May, and we'll have no extra services, so the commitment would just 
be for Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings. The Handbell Ensemble may 
continue a little later with rehearsals, and the group may have one or two extra 
events for which to play, so the commitment may be a bit more. We'd love to 
have you join one or both of these groups. Just come Thursday eve (6:15 PM for 

bells and 7:30 PM for Chancel Choir) for rehearsals. 

ALEXANDER TUTUNOV –  Sunday, May 2 @ 3 PM 

Music at St. Mark's has no events in April, but May will begin with a concert by 
Dr. Alexander Tutunov on Sunday, May 2 at 3 PM. This will be a benefit concert 
for the St. Cecilia Society for Music at St. Mark’s, and for Outreach for the St. 
Mark’s Food Pantry, with a suggested donation of $20. Dr. Tutunov will play 
several of his favorite pieces. We know his recitals are always exceptional, so 

plan to come and bring a friend. Doors will open at 2:30 PM. 

HALDEN TOY IN RECITAL – Sunday, April 11 @ 3 PM 

The Southern Oregon Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, with the help 
of First Presbyterian Church, Medford, will present Halden Toy in recital on 
Sunday, April 11 at 3 PM at First Presbyterian. Halden is a high school student 
from the Seattle area who won the organ playing competition for the Northwest 
Region of the AGO last summer. He will be playing at the national convention in 
Washington, DC this summer. Do come to hear this young man as he begins his 

career as a recitalist. You will not be disappointed! The concert is free. 

I'm beginning to work on our concert series for 2010-11. Do let me know if 
you have any suggestions. Thanks! 
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KEEPING HOLY WEEK 

The services of Holy Week are literally “crucial” (from the Latin, crux, 

meaning cross or hanging tree) in the worship of the Christian Church.   

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY: March 28th—Services at 8 & 10 AM 

Holy Week begins with Palm/Passion Sunday.  Both of the morning services 
will feature the blessing of palms and processions into the church, recalling 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  {Weather permitting, we’ll gather 
outside — in the courtyard before the 8 o’clock service and next to Hafer 
House before the 10 o’clock service — so please plan to be a bit earlier than 

usual for the morning services.} 

Once inside, the tenor of the service changes, as we recall his betrayal and 
crucifixion in the reading of the Passion Gospel.  Individual members of the 
congregation assume various speaking parts as we share in a dramatic re-

telling of the story of Jesus’ betrayal and execution. 

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY: March 28th—Taizé for Holy Week at 8 PM 

A special Taizé service is offered in the evening of Palm Sunday at 8 PM. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 1st— Agape Supper at 6 PM; Liturgy at 7:30 PM 

We’ll gather in the parish hall on Thursday evening, sharing a simple meal of 
the kinds of foods Jesus might have shared with his disciples — a bit of 
bread, some wine, along with dried fruits (and more!).  It’s also an 

opportunity for us to enjoy a bit of fellowship together. 

This meal is a potluck affair.  Intending to evoke the feel of Jesus’ time with 

his disciples, we encourage you to think in terms of simple fare, perhaps: 

Cheeses 
Hummus and Pita Bread 
Bread  
Grapes or Olives 
Fruit (dried and other kinds too) 
Wine or sparkling grape juice 

 

Note:   If you have flowers blooming in your yard, consider bringing a table 
setting to the dinner to help set a festive mood appropriate for the evening. 

 
After the informal meal in the parish hall, we gather in church to hear again how 
Jesus gathered his disciples together to celebrate Passover.  In the course of that 
meal, he told them to love one another … and then showed them how to do so by 
getting down on his knees in loving service.  Our service includes foot-washing, 

the poignant reminder of Jesus’ love and of his call to us to do the same. 
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HOLY WEEK NOTES 

EASTER FLOWER OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE 

Please send or bring your Easter Flower envelopes, included in last month’s 

LionTales, to Gayle in the office by March 29th. 

FRESH CUT EASTER FLOWERS — April 3rd @ 10 AM 

The altar guild seeks donations of fresh-cut flowers for Easter. 
Any cuttings from your garden would be much appreciated. We 
would need them delivered to church Saturday morning by 10 AM 
on April 3rd — or dropping them off in one of the 5-gallon buckets 

full of water located in front of the parish hall door on Friday. 

GOOD FRIDAY: April 2nd— Stations of the Cross at 12 PM 

There are three services on Good Friday.  In their own way, each offers an 

opportunity to walk the “Way of the Cross” with our Lord. 

The noon service is the traditional “Stations” service, stopping at each of the 
14 stations set into the walls of the church sanctuary and pausing to reflect on 
the images depicted.  At each station, we offer prayers and listen to the 

much-appreciated meditations of Michel Quoist.  

GOOD FRIDAY: April 2nd— Intergenerational Stations at 4 PM 

A much simpler service is provided later in the day.  Designed especially for 
those with children, this service focusing on a select few of the stations and 

providing another way to reflect on why we call this day “Good.” 

GOOD FRIDAY: April 2nd— Liturgy at 7:30 PM 

Music accompanies the evening service, together with solemn collects and an 
opportunity to venerate the cross.  Communion from reserved sacrament is to 

be shared, linking this evening’s celebration with that from the night before. 

HOLY SATURDAY: April 3rd— The Great Vigil of Easter at 8 PM 

The services of Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, are really designed as one 
long service spread out over three days, culminating with the Great Vigil of 
Easter, the most elaborate service of the year.  Rich with symbols — fire, 

darkness and light, baptism, music, story — the service celebrates new life! 

At the appointed time, we will find the alleluias we lost on Ash Wednesday 
… and then we will sing them out.  After the service, we get to enjoy a party, 
a potluck affair which the members of the congregation will provide —  
… perhaps you could bring something you gave up for Lent! 
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CONVENTION DELEGATES NEEDED 

At its April meeting, the vestry will appoint delegates and alternate delegates 
to the fall’s Diocesan Convention.  Always a major event in the life of any 
diocese, this year’s Convention will be our first with Bishop Michael Hanley 
— and so a special celebration for all in attendance.  Please speak with Father 

Jed if you are interested in knowing more. 

THE BISHOP IS COMING! THE BISHOP IS COMING! 

THE  NEW  BISHOP IS COMING!! 

April 25 is the Feast of St. Mark, our Patron Saint.  It’s normally a bit special 
for us at St. Mark’s, but it will be an especially special occasion this year, as 

we will be among the first to welcome Michael Hanley as our new Bishop.   

Some members of the congregation will have attended his consecration — 
just two weeks before, in Eugene.  (Our own Darrell Boldt has an official 
role as one of the Eucharistic Ministers for the service.)  Quick on the heels 
of that special day in the life of the Diocese, then, Bishop Hanley will make 
the first of what we hope to be many formal visitations to St. Mark’s.  
Especially if you haven’t yet had a chance to meet him, please plan to 

welcome him on April 25. 

OTHER “BISHOP” NEWS 

Father Jed will be away from the office for part of April, participating in the 
Diocese of the Rio Grande’s “Walkabout Tour” (an event like the one we 

hosted for the three bishop nominees here last October). 

Along with the other five nominees (and their spouses), he and Barb will 
travel the breadth of the Diocese of the Rio Grande between April 8th and 

15th. (Covering 154,000 square miles, it is the largest diocese in the 
contiguous United States.) The week-long tour will be filled with many 

sights and opportunities to meet many people. 

Upon his return, he’ll share impressions at the regular adult forum on  

Sunday, April 18 (between the 8 and 10 o’clock services). 

The special electing convention will be held on Saturday, April 24th.  
Results  will presumably be available that day on their diocesan website — 

dioceserg.org — and will be announced at St. Mark’s on Sunday, April 25th. The Vestry is tentatively 

planning on an all-parish 

Barbecue in honor of Bishop 

Michael Hanley for Sunday, 

April 25. 

Details to be announced on 

Sundays in April. 
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The Outreach Committee 

meets in the conference room 

of Hafer House at 10 am on 

the second Saturday of each 

month.  

Our next meeting will be on 

Saturday, April 10th @ 10 am. 

If you’d like to join us or  

have ideas for the committee 

please call Pat Ayers  

at 541-608-7653.  

We'd love to have your ideas! 

OUTREACH 

THE COMMUNITY GARDEN  ...by Pat Ayers 

A dozen growers gathered in the Community Garden on Sunday afternoon, March 
14th, to hear Laura Kleman talk about preparing the plots and how to plant and 
water for the growing season. Kleman, who recently moved to Medford along 
with her husband, Paul, have cleaned out the four compost piles and the east 
compost pile is ready for immediate use in the garden. All the plots are taken for 
the second growing season and the Klemans are among the Community 
Gardeners. She urged attendees to compost, mulch and wait until the soil is warm 
enough to germinate seeds. Kleman had suggestions for year-round gardening and 
will post flyers in the tool shed with further information and gardening tips. Laura 

Kleman is available, when in the garden, to answer any gardening questions. 

ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY ...by Rita Shale 

The Food Pantry has been open for over 10 weeks. Our average number of clients per 
week is just over 42 and the food they are given feeds an average number of 148. 
Originally, the Family Nurturing Center took 10 lots of food but cut this down to 8 
and then 6 and finally they no longer require any. This, of course, could change in the 
future. We receive quite a lot of food from the Gleaners and any food that will not 

keep is taken to the Gospel Mission and the Maslow Project. 

Three of our clients have returned to volunteer to help with the Food Pantry and 
they have proved to be dependable and industrious. Two of them are Bilingual 
which helps make things go more smoothly for our Hispanic clients. More than 
half of our clients come within the first half hour of operation. Many weeks we 
have run out of food, so we always need and use the items supplied by St. 
Mark’s. Our volunteers have been great! They arrive on time and are ready and 
willing to do any task. We even have volunteers who show up when they are not 

scheduled but say they couldn’t stay away! 

I want to thank each and every volunteer for the time and effort they give. I 
also want the congregation to know how much the food and goods that they 
provide are appreciated. We asked for tuna, peanut butter, toilet paper and 
toothpaste and they all appeared! I do see some of you when you deliver the 

goods, but some I do not. Many thanks to all of you, known and unknown! 

If any of you have been given items for the food pantry such as toothbrushes and 
toothpaste from a dentist, please give me their name and address and I will see 

that they receive a thank you note from St. Mark’s Outreach and the Food Pantry. 

Once again, thank you one and all! Come by and see how we operate. If you 
arrive at lunch time, you will be invited to join us for soup, salad, bread and 
dessert (though supplies are limited!). These lunches are provided by different 

volunteers each week and are always tasty and very much appreciated! 
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NEW ST. MARK’S BANNER 

On Sunday, March 14, a new parish banner was presented and blessed.  The 
banner will be a sign of our presence at the upcoming consecration of our new 
bishop in April and will be prominently displayed for special occasions  at St. 

Mark’s — such as the celebration of our patronal feast day (also in April).   

Merry Lee Miller made the banner (requiring three sewing machines to get the job 
done in the end) and Gene Beers made a stand to allow it to be carried in a 

procession and/or properly displayed.  

The design features a winged lion.  For at least a thousand years, the lion has been 
the symbol associated with Mark the Evangelist.  The other three Evangelists are 
symbolized by other winged creatures: a human (Matthew); an ox (Luke); and an 
eagle (John). The associations of these creatures with these four gospel writers  
presumably draws on biblical imagery from the Book of Revelation and the Prophet 

Ezekiel.  James Kiefer offers the following rationale for the particulars: 

One way of matching them is to say that the man stands for Matthew, 

whose narrative begins with the human genealogy of Jesus; that the lion 

stands for Mark, whose narrative begins with John the Baptist crying out 

in the desert (a lion roars in the desert); that the ox, a sacrificial animal, 

stands for Luke, whose narrative begins in the Temple, and that the eagle 

stands for John, whose narrative begins in Heaven, with the eternal Word.     

NEW IN THE PEW 

JOHN PATTON 181 Upper Applegate Rd #9, Jacksonville, OR  97530 

 541-899-3198 

John is the friendly guy we see most Sundays at the 10 AM service helping to 
greet people and assisting with the ushering. He has been a part of St. Mark’s 
since early this year after moving to the Ruch area in November of 2006 with 

his wife, Margaret. She was not well and died in December of 2009. 

John was born in Dearborn, Michigan, and lived there until moving to 
Burbank, Ca. and finished high school there. He served in the U.S. Air Force 
for four years. After college he worked in the aerospace industry as a drafting 
engineer. Later he worked for 25 years in the photography and photo 
restoration business. John is now retired and doing research on his computer, 

enjoying cycling, and spending time with his two cats and poodle dog. 

John has one son, John, who is a lawyer in Costa Mesa, CA. 



 

Lion Tales 
10 April 2010      

 

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.  

She can be reached at:   

 779-9810 or 890-1860 

or by e-mail at: 

 mlkerr7@aol.com 

 

DEADLINE: 

MAY 

LION TALES  
Thursday,  

April 22nd 

at  9 AM 

APRIL HAPPENINGS  

FIRST SATURDAY WORSHIP  SERVICE—CANCELLED in April 

Due to the Great Vigil service on Saturday, April 3rd, the First Saturday Service 

has been cancelled. Plan to join us again on May 1st! 

MEN'S BREAKFAST – Saturday, April 17 @ 8 AM 

Please note that the Men's Breakfast will be Saturday 4/17, the 
third Saturday, this month due to various conflicts. Jim 
Rockwell and Don Ogren will serve up the goodies and the will 
be the usual good conversation and spirited Bible discussion. 
Come join us. Email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com or call 

him at (541) 857-6092 if you plan to come.  

UTO IN-GATHERING – Sunday, April 18 

The United Thank Offering is a mission of the Episcopal Church. Each of 
us uses our UTO Blue Box to collect coins as our expression of daily 
thanks in our lives. Twice each year we empty the box and bring the 
contents to combine with offerings of hundreds of other Episcopalians. 
Funds are used to provide grants to meet compelling human needs and to 
expand the mission and ministry of the Church. Plan to bring or send your 

offering in the blue envelope provided in this mailing. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW) ...by Molly Kerr 

Time is flying! St. Patrick's Day has come and gone, Lent will soon be over, 
the sadness of Good Friday will be upon us, then Easter and all it's glory. 

Suddenly we'll be basking in the long hot summer days-Halleluiah! 

Well, time is flying for ECW too. We have accomplished many things but 
have used up most of our funds in doing so. We find it necessary to plan a 
fund raiser soon so we can continue our good works. We hope we can count 
on the women of St. Mark's (and maybe some men?) to pitch in and help with 
whatever fundraiser we come up with. We'll try to make it painless, filled 
with laughter and fellowship. It takes funds and willing members to 

accomplish ECW's reasons for being which are: 

ECW Mission Statement: To reach out and support in Christ's name our 

Parish and neighborhood community. 

ECW Purpose: To support the Family Nurturing Center, to host church 

receptions for funerals and memorial services, to volunteer in the church 

office and to host the annual Advent Tea. 

Watch for news of our FUN fundraiser, then please mark your calendars and 

volunteer. 
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Wednesday Night 
Lenten Series 
March, 2010 

ST. MARK’S PHOTOS 

IN MEMORIAM 

JANET MANN CRAWFORD 

2/17/1919—3/3/2010 

Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord;  

And let light perpetual shine upon her. 

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed,  

Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

Richard Fuller, 
fortepiano 
March 21, 2010 

Kristen & Adam Kurth enjoy a simple soup & bread 

dinner before the book study begins. 

Jed leads the group in the book study, “The Heart of Christianity.” 
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Return Service Requested 

March 28 PALM SUNDAY 
 8 AM Blessing of Palms with reading  
  of the Passion Gospel 
 10 AM Blessing of Palms with reading  
  of the Passion Gospel 
 8 PM Taizé Candlelight Service 

April 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 6 PM Agape Dinner 
7:30 PM Proper Liturgy with Foot-Washing 

 

April 2 GOOD FRIDAY 
 12 PM Stations of the Cross 
  Labyrinth available in the afternoon 
 4 PM Intergenerational Stations 
 7:30 PM Good Friday Liturgy 

 April 3 HOLY SATURDAY 
 8 PM The Great Vigil of Easter 

 April 4 EASTER SUNDAY 
 8 AM Holy Eucharist w/Choirs & Brass 
 10 AM Holy Eucharist w/Choirs & Brass 

   Printed on recycled paper 


