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LENTEN REFLECTIONS 
 
A teacher isn’t supposed to have favorite students … nor least favorite 
children either.  The same goes for parents and grandparents.  And in 
that same vein, I suppose a priest isn’t supposed to favor some 
liturgical seasons over others either, but I here admit that Lent is not 
among my favorite seasons.  After the joy and wonder of the Christmas 
and Epiphany seasons, Lent seems a bit, well, disappointing — 
preoccupied, as it is, with all that talk of abstinence and contrition.  
 
But even if Lent is not as glamorous as the Easter season, it is still a vitally 
important one.  And we do well to take it seriously on its own merits. 
 
In a piece written for Christian Century, Barbara Brown Taylor offers some 
thoughts on Lent that are both informative, as to the origins of this season, and 
helpful, as we consider our observance in our own times: 
 

Do not bother looking for Lent in your Bible dictionary. There was no 

such thing in biblical times. There is some evidence that early 

Christians fasted 40 hours between Good Friday and Easter, but the 

custom of spending 40 days in prayer and self-denial did not arise 

until later, when the initial rush of Christian adrenaline was over and 

believers had gotten very hohum about their faith.  

 
The point she makes, as she continues that reflection, is that Lent is good for 
those of us at risk of becoming “very ho-hum about [our] faith.”  We need 
Lent.  We need a season to shake things up — to invite us to take a long, hard 
look at ourselves and the faith we live for.  We need a season to help us see 
how easily we take the easy way rather than live the faithful way of the cross.   
 
Putting the matter in slightly different words, Frederick Buechner writes:  
 

After being baptized by John in the river Jordan, Jesus went off alone 

into the wilderness where he spent forty days asking himself the 

question what it meant to be Jesus. During Lent, Christians are 

supposed to ask one way or another what it means to be themselves. 

 
No, Lent is not my favorite season of the church year.  But if it engenders 
thoughts such as these, it must be important.  I hope you’ll walk with me 
through the rest of this season.  Together, let’s see where it leads. 

Jed Holdorph is rector of  

St. Mark’s Church.   
 
If you have any comments or 

feedback to offer, please feel 

free to call him at the church 

office or send an e-mail to: 
 
     jedh@connpoint.net 

The February issue of Lion 
Tales offered details on many 
of our Lenten programs and 

activities, including 

“Wednesdays at St. Mark’s” - 

with time for deepening our 

faith and fellowship together. 
 
If you have not yet started a 

Lenten discipline, it’s not too 

late to start now — maybe on 

Wednesday, March 3. 
 
More information is available 

from the church office and/or 

on Sunday mornings. 
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By canon and parish bylaws, 

Bob Wille cannot serve as 

Senior Warden for another 

terms, but he remains in 

office until he is replaced at 

the February 28 meeting of 

the Vestry.  More information 

about the new Senior (and 

Junior) Warden will be 

available in the near future. 

 
ST. MARK’S VESTRY 
 

Class of 2011: 

Pam Cartmel 

Don Ogren 

Bill Templin 

Bob Wille 

 

Class of 2012: 

Pat Ayers 

Richard Boucher 

Julie Drengson 

Kit Nilles 

 

Class of 2013: 

Mary Adrian 

Barbara Holley 

Kristen Kurth 

Sherry Marston 

FROM YOUR SENIOR WARDEN 

Few will dispute that I’m a little different. Thirty years of teaching high 
school science probably didn’t help.  That I act even remotely like an adult is 
only by the grace of God and Dawn’s steady hand on my shoulder. Many a 
store cashier has been calmed by her “he doesn’t get out much” explanation 

for my behavior. Which brings me to the point that I like Lent!   

You have to be a little different to like Lent, but It really is just about the per-
fect time in the church year. All the big holidays are done: Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years and Valentines Day, and there is time 
for a little reflection. Quiet time. Easter will come; and no one will deny how 
special that is, but for we on the land, that means spring and planting and the 

beginning of a work season that won’t quit until November. 

So, I’ll fast a day here and there; maybe even a couple in a row; try to make 
amends for the things I shouldn’t have done and clean up my messes. A small 
price to pay when I consider that in the end they killed Him. They nailed Him 

up and killed him! Missing a meal seems too small a price to pay. 

I guess this is about the end of my run as your Senior Warden. If time flies 
when you’re having fun -- then I must have had a ball. I still have a year to 
go on the Vestry, so I’ll have the chance to continue to pursue the remodel 
projects we got started. And there will be the roof for Dagwell. Why is it that 
the things we want seem to move so slowly and the things we don’t pop up in 
our face and need immediate attention? The day to day operation of God’s 
house is a tedious endeavor. Thankfully, we are strong; we are financially 

secure; and we are family. 

Did you get enough pancakes? Don O., you did a great job. You had the food 
ready to go when the rest of we boys showed up. Mark A. handled his spatula 
like a Kung Fu master. Dick Mc. mastered the secret recipe to perfect pour 
consistency. Elliott, Bill, Dwight and (I know I’ve missed someone) kept the 
food moving out the window and encouraged the crowd to keep up the pace. 
The unsung hero, John G., wrestled the dishwasher most of the evening. I had 
a blast, and, from my hiding place back in the corner, it looked like everyone 

else was, too. Let’s do it again next year! 

See you in Church 
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RECAP OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The 2010 Annual Meeting was held on Sunday, January 31st, following the 
10 AM service (and a fine luncheon organized by Karen Meyerding and other 

members of the vestry).  The turnout was terrific and the mood positive. 

After an opening prayer and a review of the minutes from the previous 
annual meeting, Father Jed Holdorph offered the Rector’s Report.  He 
emphasized the importance of the congregation’s owning its own 
responsibility for the life and ministry of St. Mark’s, especially in the light of 
present uncertainties. 
 

NOMINATIONS 

Retiring vestry members were thanked for their service these past three years 
and a slate of new nominees was presented.  With no additional nominations 
presented, the vestry class of 2013 was elected by acclamation: Mary Adrian, 
Barbara Holley, Kristen Kurth and Sherry Marston.   

 

REPORTS  

Most of the reports, including those of the wardens, were offered “by title” 
— simply referring members to read the written reports prepared in advance.  
In some cases, additional comments were added.  The routine business was 
interrupted twice, however, allowing for the blessing of quilts to be given to 
the Family Nurturing Center and of the lectern commissioned as a memorial 
to Barbara Beers. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Barbara Johnson, chair of the Finance Committee, and Wes Weston, 
Treasurer, offered an overview of the work and accomplishment of the 
committee and the state of the current finances of the parish.  Dick 
Middaugh, former Trustee and current member of the Finance Committee, 
offered an overview of policies that have been adopted for the variety of 

funds overseen by the committee.   

Copies of the written report are available in the office. 

VESTRY 

THANKS! 
 

A huge thank you to  
Bob Wille &  
Susan Ladue for 
their work as  
St. Mark’s Senior 
and Junior Wardens 

for 2009. 

Thanks, too, to the 
retiring members of 
Vestry for faithfully 
serving the past 

three years: 

Susan Ladue 

Debra McFadden 

Karen Meyerding 

Gardner Rogers 

CONVENTION DELEGATES NEEDED 

At its March meeting, the vestry will appoint delegates and alternate 
delegates to the fall’s Diocesan Convention.  Always a major event in the life 
of any diocese, this year’s Convention will be our first with Bishop Michael 
Hanley — and so a special celebration for all in attendance.  Please speak 

with Father Jed if you are interested in knowing more. 

Molly Kerr, ECW President, 

and Gene Beers at the 

blessing of the lectern — one 

of the highlights of this year’s 

Annual Meeting. 
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Peggy Evans is the  

Music and Choir director  

for St. Mark’s.  

 If you wish to contact her, 

she can be reached at: 

 482-3075 

MUSIC NOTES 

MUSIC at ST. MARK’S: RICHARD FULLER—Sun., March 21st @ 3 PM 

This month, Music at St. Mark's presents Richard Fuller, fortepianist. 
Richard lives in Vienna. He has family in the Pacific northwest, so we get to 
hear him play when he visits them. His program will include music by C. P. 
E. Bach. Richard is well-known as a fortepianist in Europe where he plays 
for many festivals and recitals. He has several recordings. He will be playing 

a fortepiano modeled after the type Mozart played. Come and bring a friend! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March 28th PALM SUNDAY 
 8 AM Blessing of Palms with reading of Passion Gospel 
 10 AM Blessing of Palms with reading of Passion Gospel 

 8 PM Taizé Candlelight Service 

Thursday, April 1st MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 6 PM Agape Dinner 

 7:30 PM Proper Liturgy with Foot Washing 

Frisday, April 2nd GOOD FRIDAY 
 12 PM Stations of the Cross 
  Labyrinth available in the afternoon 
 4 PM Inter-Generational Stations 

 7:30 PM Good Friday Liturgy 

Saturday, April 3rd HOLY SATURDAY 
 8 PM The Great Vigil of Easter 

Sunday, April 4th EASTER SUNDAY 
 8 AM Holy Eucharist with Choirs and Brass 
 10 AM Holy Eucharist with Choirs and Brass 

‘MAKING OF THE 

PALM CROSSES  

Saturday, March 27th 

10:30 AM 

All are welcome to 
make palm crosses in 
the parish hall. We 
have the palms – no 
tools are necessary as 
they are easy to 
assemble and fun! 
The goal is to make 
sure we have at least 
200 crosses for Palm 
Sunday. Come join 

the Altar Guild! 

KEEPING HOLY WEEK BOOKLETS 

Copies of a special booklet called “Keeping 
Holy Week” will be available to members of 
St. Mark’s at church on Sundays or from the 

church office during the week.   

This booklet is intended to provide a deeper 
appreciation of the history of these rites and 
their meaning for those of us who observe 

them today. 



Lion Tales 
 March 2010 5 

 

HOLY WEEK NOTES 

EASTER FLOWER OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE 

Please find your Easter flower offering envelopes in this issue of Lion Tales. 

Call in or email your dedications to Gayle in the office by March 29th. 

FRESH CUT EASTER FLOWERS — April 3rd @ 10 AM 

The altar guild is seeking donations of fresh cut flowers for Easter. 
Any cuttings from your garden would be much appreciated. We 
would need them delivered to church Saturday morning by 10 AM 
on April 3rd.  I will have 5 gallon buckets full of water located in 
front of the parish hall door on Friday if you drop them off when 

no one is there. Thank you! 

OUTREACH 

ST. MARK’S FOOD PANTRY ...by Rita Shale 

Please consider donating to the food pantry as part of your Lenten discipline. 
Protein, toilet paper and toothpaste are greatly appreciated! My own Lenten 
discipline will be to bring one bag of items each week. Many thanks to all 

those who have supplied food and other items.  

NETS FOR LIFE  ...by Pat Ayers 

St. Mark's Outreach Committee received a Certificate 
of Appreciation for its support of NetsforLife, a 2009 
diocesan convention project. Over $24,000 was 
contributed to Episcopal Relief and Development to 
partner with NetsforLife. This amount of money will 

provide 2000 mosquito nets to protect children and families in Africa from 
malaria and will supplement the over 4000 nets which was purchased in 
2008. St. Mark's Outreach Committee donated $500 towards this cause along 

with individual donations from its parish members.  

2010 MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO2010 MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO2010 MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO2010 MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO 

It’s time to begin planning for this summer’s mission trip to San Francisco, to 
work at Glide Memorial, and work and worship at St. Gregory’s of Nyssa. 
The trip this year will tentatively take place July 20-25. If you are interested 
in learning more about the trip, and/or being part of the group of missioners 
who go to San Francisco, please contact Susan Ladue at 541-941-2850 or  

sladue@smschool.us. 

FOOD PANTRY  
2/04/10- 
Food was given to 40 
clients to feed 143 

2/11/10- 
Food was given to 44 
clients to feed 148 
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DEADLINE: 

APRIL 

LION TALES  
Thursday,  

March 18th  

at  9 AM 

MARCH HAPPENINGS  

FIRST SATURDAY WORSHIP & POTLUCK—March 6
th
 @ 5 PM 

Inspired by last summer’s mission trip to St. Gregory of Nyssa’s , a group of 
parishioners has been experimenting with an ‘alternative’ worship service on the 
first Saturday of each month. While the readings mirror those on Sunday, the 
emphasis in this service is on simplicity and contemplation. Singing is a 
cappella, with occasional recorder accompaniment. Fr. Jed’s brief homily invites 
personal reflection. Sharing bread together in the Eucharist is followed by 

sharing a simple potluck meal. Your participation is welcomed! 

MEN'S BREAKFAST - Saturday, March 13
th
 @ 8 AM 

After our February breakfast prepared by Tom Upton & Bill Templin, 
we are anticipating great food by John Graham & Bill Dames in March. 
Come join us for a fun hour of good food, conversation & 
discussion. Please email Don Ogren at donogren@mac.com or 

call him (541) 857-6092 if you plan to attend. 

SUNCREST DAY RETREAT—Tuesday, March 16
th 
@ 9 AM-3 PM 

The St Mark's Knitter's Fellowship has reserved Suncrest Day Retreat for a day in 
March. This is a day of knitting, stitching, reflection , good company and great food. 
This will be a potluck luncheon and there is a registration fee of $12 per person. 

Please join us! For more information contact Carol Hazeltine, 541-899-6894. 

ST. MARK’S WOMEN’S LUNCHEON—Sat., March 20
th
 @ 11:30 AM 

ECW gathers quarterly now, so put this special event on your calendars! ALL 
women of St. Mark's are invited to a St. Patrick's Day luncheon at Rogue Valley 
Country Club. Wear something GREEN and be prepared to share an Irish 
blessing, toast, tradition, story or Irish experience of your own. Have you been to 
Ireland? Tell us about it! Here's a toast to get started: "May you live to be a 
hundred years with one extra year to repent!" Call or email Molly for 
reservations. In the meantime, may you be truly blessed during this holy Lenten 

season as we prepare for Easter and the resurrection of our dear Lord.    

CHILDREN’S CORNERS ...by Susan Ladue 
There are two “Children’s Corners” now in our church; 
places where baskets are kept with child-friendly (quiet!) 

books, toys, and craft materials. These baskets are for the convenience of 
parents who wish to have their children in service with them. One basket is at 
the rear of the church, near the short pew; the other is at the front of the 
church, on the right-hand side (as you are facing it), near the credence table 
that holds the plates. Parents and children should feel free to pull from the 

baskets during service, as the needs of the children dictate. 

DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

TIME 

BEGINS 

Sunday,  

March 14th 

Don’t forget to 
‘Spring Forward’ so 
you will get to 
church on time! 

Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.  

She can be reached at:   

 779-9810 or 890-1860 

or by e-mail at: 

 mlkerr7@aol.com 
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2010  
Annual Meeting 

January 31st 

IN  
MEMORIAM 

RUTH IRENE  

BREWINGTON  

(10/22/17 - 2/07/10)  

Rest eternal grant to 

them, O Lord;  

And let light perpetual 

shine upon her. 

May her soul, and the 

souls of all the departed,  

Through the mercy of 

God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

ST. MARK’S PHOTOS 

Shrove Tuesday guests in the Parish Hall, awaiting pancakes!  

St. Mark’s 2010 Annual Meeting, January 31, 2010 

Below: Jed lights the palm fronds on 

Shrove Tuesday. 

Pancake chef Dick McLaughlin... 

Shrove 
Tuesday  
February 16th 
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Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
March 28 PALM SUNDAY 

 8 AM Blessing of Palms with reading  
  of the Passion Gospel 
 10 AM Blessing of Palms with reading  
  of the Passion Gospel 

 8 PM Taizé Candlelight Service 

April 1 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

 6 PM Agape Dinner 

7:30 PM Proper Liturgy with Foot-Washing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April 2 GOOD FRIDAY 

 12 PM Stations of the Cross 
  Labyrinth available in the afternoon   
 4 PM Intergenerational Stations 

 7:30 PM Good Friday Liturgy 

 April 3 HOLY SATURDAY 

 8 PM The Great Vigil of Easter 

 April 4 EASTER SUNDAY 

 8 AM Holy Eucharist w/Choirs & Brass 
 10 AM Holy Eucharist w/Choirs & Brass 

   Printed on recycled paper 


