LION TALES
St. Mark’s Church

february 2010

PREVIEWING THE 2010 ANNUAL MEETING
In a typical year, I like to use the February newsletter to review the Annual
Meeting. We haven’t had our Annual Meeting yet this year, so I’ll offer a
preview of that meeting instead. On the following pages, we’ll also preview
some of the other reports to be offered at our meeting on January 31.
As for my formal address/report, I will certainly mention my nomination as
one of five nominees for bishop of the Diocese of the Rio Grande. I am
extremely aware that this announcement is a tad unsettling.
An annual meeting is always a chance both to review the year just past AND a
time to look ahead to the year to come. The year past is done, so there’s a lot
we can conclude about 2009, but the year ahead is … well … unclear. On the
heels of the news that I’ve been nominated for possible election somewhere
else, the year ahead likely seems more uncertain than it did before.

The Annual Meeting of St.
Mark’s will be held after the
11 am service on Sunday,
January 31.
A preview of some of the reports to be presented at this
year’s meeting is offered on
the following pages.
On other pages of this issue of
Lion Tales, we will also be
providing information about
some of our Lenten offerings.

Making plans for the future
The idea that the future was ever clear was, of course, always an illusion — a
helpful one, perhaps, but an illusion all the same; we need to imagine that we
know what the future holds in order to make plans for the future, but we do
well to be reminded from time to time that all of our plans are provisional.
(As an aside, Ash Wednesday is, in part, such a reminder as well.)
My hope is that the news that I might be elected to an office that could take me
away from here will not derail any of our plans for the coming year. To the
contrary, my hope is that this news will only encourage the people of St.
Mark’s become clearer that the life and ministry of this parish belongs to all
the people who worship here. Whatever we intend for the year ahead, let us be
clear to follow what we believe God is calling for from all of us, not merely
settle for what some believe the priest wants the parish to do or be.
Words of affection and appreciation
Life catches us “off guard” sometimes. In the worst cases, those who survive
the death of a loved one have to live with regrets over never expressing our
love and appreciation. Regardless of what may happen later this year,
therefore, let me be clear to say how much I appreciate your love and support
for our common life. And may God bless us in the year ahead, no matter what
comes next.

Jed Holdorph is rector of
St. Mark’s Church.
If you have any comments or
feedback to offer, please feel
free to call him at the church
office or send an e-mail to:
jedh@connpoint.net
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NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
As we bring this year to a close and look ahead to the new; let’s stop and give
ourselves a hand ----. We may be few, but we are mighty! We have gained ten new
pledges; are better off, financially, than a month ago; and we still have a few folks to
hear from. The Finance Committee reports that we were shy of our ‘09 budget by a
measly $20K and our investments continue to earn at 5+
percent. Awesome! (When adjusted for today)
The budget you will approve will be a little tighter than ‘09, to keep us from
spending down our savings. The Finance Committee has worked long and hard
knowing that we have some expenses looming. Dagwell Hall needs a roof that has
estimates running as high as $20K. We can only patch over patches so long.
The Vestry has also cleaned up our By Laws and Operating Procedures. Some job
descriptions changed and, you may recall, we dismissed the Trustees. Pam Cartmel
and Debra McFadden poured over our documents looking for discrepancies and junk
and have offered us a much cleaner set of rules to live by. The Vestry would ask
that you have a look and approve this version.
After the Hafer kitchen remodel, our ‘spiff-up’ plans turned quiet, but not
forgotten. The Parish Hall will see some real improvements as summer
approaches. These are long overdue, and we deserve a little pampering. Paint,
lights, carpet, a stove, and much more; but the times will not support the total
makeover we had looked at. There will be some new tables and chairs and we have
a Parish that not only wants our old ones, but will come and get them. New, light
weight, tables and chairs will have many advantages. If you’ve ever wanted to buy
a chair, table, or a setting for the church, you may get the chance to have your desire
granted. God is great!
This last year saw the beginnings of some on going outreach activities with the
Family Nurturing Center, Community garden, and Food Pantry. FNC continues to
grow and the planned improvements to the Dagwell Hall grounds and cooking
facilities should allow even greater success. As word gets out of our Food Pantry,
there can only be greater participation. Those crazy Episcopalians at St. Mark’s
continue to reach out to the community.
On a more personal note: We have four graduating from the Vestry. My right hand
girl, Lt. Sue Ladue; lifelong St. Mark’s member, college buddy, and clerk, Debra
McFadden; the ever present and gourmet cook, Karen Meyerding; and Gardner
Rogers (who is beyond description and also retiring from the Finance
Committee). Rock solid members, every one, who will continue to serve St.
Mark’s. Sue and Debra -- you carried me when I needed you most.
Welcome to the incoming Freshman class. The next years could prove very exciting
for St. Mark’s and the entire Diocese. I hope and pray your willingness to step up to
a leadership role will be as rewarding as it has for me. God Bless us all.

Bob Wille is the Senior
Warden at St. Mark’s.
Please contact him at:
941-6714
or you can e-mail him at:
rwille@ccountry.net

ST. MARK’S VESTRY
Class of 2010:
Susan Ladue, Jr. Warden
Debra McFadden, Clerk
Karen Meyerding
Gardner Rogers
Class of 2011:
Pam Cartmel
Don Ogren
Bill Templin
Bob Wille, Sr. Warden
Class of 2012:
Pat Ayers
Richard Boucher
Julie Drengson
Kit Nilles
Nominated for the
Class of 2013:
Mary Adrian
Barbara Holley
Kristen Kurth
Sherry Marston
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2009 PLEDGE CAMPAIGN SUMMARY
Although you may have heard or seen some of the following information by
now, we wanted to wrap up the 2009 Pledge Campaign with a concise yet
thorough reprise of what we did, and how we did.
In the early fall, we devoted our forum time to our ministries, highlighting
one or two each Sunday and really focusing on their mission, their focus, and
how they impact and interact within our congregation and beyond.
During the first half of November, Jed presented a summary of the forums in
small-group gatherings hosted by members of the congregation and, on two
occasions, at Hafer House. The gatherings offered wonderful opportunities
for sharing and conversation.
In-gathering Sunday, November 22nd, saw the largest harvest of pledges (both
in number of cards returned and in dollars pledged) in the collective history
of the parish. As the year drew to an end, the generosity and support
continued. When the numbers were tallied on January 13, 2010 and
compared to where we stood as of January 13, 2009, we were ahead – in total
dollars, number of pledges, and number of first-time pledges.
January 13, 2009
Pledge cards returned
New pledging units
Dollars pledged

134
4
$290,960

January 13, 2010
141
10
$302,737

Thank you. This outpouring in support of our mission and ministries is a true
blessing; it is also a reminder that when we walk together in God’s grace and
heed His Word, we become authors of great works.
Blessings,

The 2009 Pledge Team
Susan Ladue

Jedediah Holdorph

Junior Warden

Rector

P.S. In the coming year, we’ll be looking at ways to bolster our year-round
program of stewardship — i.e., moving beyond the annual appeal for
financial pledges. More to follow, so stay tuned!
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LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. MARK’S
On the facing page of this newsletter, a “Rule for Lent” is provided as an aid to
creating a discipline to observe. As added support for such a discipline, here’s
additional information on our educational offering.

WEDNESDAYS AT ST. MARK’S: beginning February 24th @ 5:30 PM
In recent years, we’ve offered a midweek gathering during Lent – food for the
body, and something for heart and mind as well. We invite you to come for all or
part of the evening, starting with a simple celebration of the Eucharist and a
simple potluck supper. As the evening continues, we’ll be reading and
discussing The Heart of Christianity, by Marcus Borg.
The Rev. Canon Dr. Marcus Borg is a priest of the Diocese of Oregon – and “canon
theologian” at Trinity Cathedral, in Portland, as well as Professor of Religion and
Culture at Oregon State University. He is also an internationally-known scholar, with
more than 20 books to his credit. Raised in a fairly conservative Lutheran family,
Marcus Borg has been identified as one of today’s most widely-known and
influential voices in “progressive Christianity.” Even so, among the reviews of the
book we’ll be using for our Lenten program, there is this opinion:
I've read all of Marcus Borg's books and have recently
read The Heart of Christianity. From a conservative
evangelical background, I have always struggled with his
approach, yet I keep coming back for more. He has helped
me grow in my faith, and be open to see things from other
angles. Despite his orthodox/unorthodox theology, there is
a spirituality in this book, that cuts to my heart. He is all
about actually experiencing Christianity in this life, and I
find his writing to have a spiritual quality that, for some
reason, comes home to me. I may not ever agree with all
he writes, but he lifts the faith beyond the factual to the
experiential and to its root. I heartily recommend this book
to everyone wishing to grow and struggle in faith.

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL—Not by Bread Alone, by Jay Cormier
Find spiritual sustenance for the season of Lent in Jay Cormier's reflections
on the daily readings. Not by Bread Alone offers a short collection of
insightful meditations that focus on Lenten themes of repentance and
redemption, sacrifice and salvation - as well as the Easter promise of
resurrection and new life. With Scripture as the foundation for each day's
brief entry, readers will find the guidance they need to become closer to
God's Word during this holy time of year. The short yet significant
reflections in this pocket-sized book make it simple for even the busiest
person to make prayer a priority throughout the Lenten journey.

We can order books for
participants if we know you’re
going to be a part of this year’s
readers. Please sign onto one
of the sign-up sheets at church
– or call the church office – to
let us know if you’d like us to
order a book for you.
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A RULE FOR LENT


I will participate in the Wednesdays at St. Mark’s series
Beginning February 24th, join us at church and share a time of
fellowship and deepening faith. Come for the whole evening or pick
the part(s) that appeal to you and/or work with your schedule:
Eucharist @ 5:30 PM
Simple Potluck Supper @ 6:15 PM *
Book Study @ 7 PM (see previous page for details)



I will pick up and use Not By Bread Alone (the Lenten devotional by Jay
Cornier) as an aid to making daily prayer a part of my Lenten observance.



I will set aside time for individual study/reflection for 20/30 minutes
____ days per week (see above and/or the Day by Day devotional guide).



I will sing with the Choir (rehearsals on Thursday evenings).



I will ring with the Handbells (rehearsals on Thursday evenings).



I will volunteer to work at our weekly St. Mark’s Food Pantry (contact
Rita Shale at.541-826-9883).



I will fill out a shopping list & bring food for the St. Mark’s Food Pantry.



I will participate in the Men’s Breakfast on March 13th.



I will attend the Living Well Series, beginning February 10th (see page 9)



I will revise my estate and/or funeral plans before Holy Week.



I will abstain from _______________ (specify meat, alcohol…) from
Ash Wednesday to Easter (savings to support Episcopal Relief and
Development or _________________________________________).



Other (be specific) _______________________________________.

∗

Each Wednesday for five weeks (from February 24th – March 24th), we will
gather for a light potluck supper as part of our weekly program and worship and
fellowship. Additional details will be provided in our Sunday bulletins.

People sometimes act as if
being spiritual is the sort of
thing that happens naturally.
But spiritual disciplines are
more deliberate, requiring
intentionality. Religious
communities adopt a “rule”
for their common life.
In that same spirit, the list of
opportunities on this page is
offered as an aid in developing a Lenten discipline.
Take on no more than you
can realistically accomplish,
but do not fail to ask what it
is you hope to get out of your
observance of Lent this year.
Then, pick one or two items
from the list … and then
commit yourself following
through on your choice(s).
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OUTREACH
SAINT MARK’S FOOD PANTRY IS UP AND RUNNING ...by Rita Shale
On Thursday January 7th, 2010, St. Mark’s Food Pantry opened with the help
of many willing and able volunteers. My personal Thanks to each and every
one of you. This could not happen without you!
Dave Myers and Christian Mathisen picked up fresh produce ordered at Food
for Less. More fresh food was brought in from The Gleaners. Non-perishable
food from the St. Mark’s congregation was brought over from the garage where it
had been stored. Tables were set up in the parish hall and the food was stacked
ready to be distributed. The St. Mark’s Food Pantry sign (in Spanish and
English) was attached to the fence.
We prepared for 50 to 60 people to use the pantry and as we waited, I wondered
if any clients would show up! After a slow start Beverley Brahe greeted 22
clients/people (each person will be considered a unit for counting purposes)
and we provided food for a total of 74. Ten bags of food were prepared for
the Family Nurturing Center. It was estimated that this would feed 30 people.
In addition we made two deliveries and estimate that would be for 5 more people.
In the future will not deliver the food. Clients will need to come to the pantry.
The only exception to this will be St. Mark’s parishioners, if needed.

The Outreach Committee
meets in of Hafer House at
10 am on the 2nd Saturday of
each month.
Our next meeting will be
February 13th.
If you’d like to join us or have
ideas for the committee please
call Pat Ayers at 608-7653.
We'd love to have your ideas!

Clients aren’t required to give any information other than a first name, the
number of people in the family and if there are any special needs.
The second and third Thursdays went smoothly and we had a couple of
clients at the door before 1 PM. All left over perishable food was given to The
Gospel Mission and The Maslow Project — who both feed the homeless and
the hungry. Here is a summary of the first three weeks:
Week #1: Food was given to 34 clients to feed 109 people.
Week #2: Food was given to 35 clients to feed 137 people.
Week #3: Food was given to 40 clients to feed 125 people.
Morning volunteers need not arrive at the Parish Hall before 10:15 AM. The
scheduled driver will need to arrive earlier, however, in order to be at the
Market on time. Afternoon volunteers should be at the Parish Hall just before
1 PM. in order to check out which items will be available that day.
We at St. Mark’s are providing food for the hungry in Medford. Watch for
our ad on the Community Chalkboard, KDVR, Channel 12. It takes two
weeks to air. We are hoping that word-of-mouth will spread the news for us
so we may not need the T.V. exposure!

Some of the food available at
St. Mark’s Food Pantry...
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OUTREACH (cont.’)
NEW FAMILY NURTURING CENTER PLAYGROUND COMING!
The Family Nurturing Center will soon have a new playground thanks to the
Medford Chamber of Commerce leadership. According to Lisa Chang, project
leader for the group from the Medford/Jackson County Chamber, the group
hopes to raise $15,000 with additional materials and labor donations of $10,000
for a total cost of $25,000. Last month, the group met at the Family Nurturing
Center to break ground for the playground project. Mary Curtis-Gramley,
Director of the Family Nurturing Center, said, “An improved and expanded play
area would be a ‘dream come true’ and there is even talk of a castle.”
Almost 300 children have been helped since the Family Nurturing Center of
Medford opened in May 2006. To volunteer or make a tax deductible
donation to the center, call 541-779-5242. To donate to the playground,
contact Lisa Chang at 541-665-0119.

Mary Curtis-Gramley gives the
kids a lesson in digging...

Mary Curtis-Gramley interviewed...

Members & friends of the Family Nurturing Center
break ground for the new playground

Outreach Committee member, Rita Shale,
helps with giving food to St. Mark's Food
Pantry's first customer on Thursday,
January 7th, 2010.
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MUSIC NOTES
February will be a busy month for the music area. Music at St. Mark's
presents two concerts:
TUDOR CHOIR OF SEATTLE
Friday, February 5th, at 7:30 PM
The Tudor Choir of Seattle, conducted by
Doug Fullington, will present a concert of
music from the English Renaissance and
from the United States, including early
colonial music, Shaker music, and music
from Appalachia. This 12-member group of
professional singers is well-known in the
northwest. They have also sung with the
Tallis Scholars, one of the truly outstanding English groups. We hope to have
a large turnout. Doors will open at 7 PM. If you could help with hospitality for
the audience (ushering, helping with the reception) or if you could help with
clean-up afterwards, would you please let me know? As always, the concert
is free and a reception will follow. You will not want to miss this concert!
PEGGY EVANS IN CONCERT—Sunday, February 28th, at 3 PM
I will present a recital on our Bond pipe organ. It's been several years since
I've played a recital on our instrument. I hope to "pull out all the stops,"
which I usually do not do on a Sunday morning! The concert will include
works by Bach, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Handel, and Michel. I hope many
will be able to attend.
If you are interested, I'll be presenting convocation at SOU in the Music
Recital Hall on Friday, February 19th, from 1-2 PM. I'll also be playing the
recital at St. Paul's, Salem, on Sunday, March 7th at 4 PM if you happen to
be in that part of the state.
LENT BEGINS—Wednesday, February 17th
Perhaps as your Lenten discipline you want to explore playing handbells or
singing with the St. Mark's Choir. We always have a spot for you, so please
don't hesitate to join us on Thursday evenings, with bells in the Music Room
beneath the Parish Hall beginning at 6:15 PM, and the singing choir in the
church beginning at 7:30 PM.
Many thanks for your continued support of the music program at St. Mark's!

Peggy Evans is the
Music and Choir director
for St. Mark’s.
If you wish to contact her,
she can be reached at:
482-3075
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HAITI AND THE ERD
Episcopal News Service—January 24, 2010

Episcopal Diocese of Haiti caring for 23,000 quake survivors
by Mary Frances Schjonberg

The Episcopal Diocese of Haiti is caring for close to 23,000 Haitians
in at least 21 encampments around the earthquake-devastated country.
The information came Jan. 23 in a letter from Bishop Jean Zaché
Duracin to Episcopal Relief & Development (http://www.er-d.org)
President Robert Radtke and posted here (http://web.me.com/
merelaurens/GoIntoTheWorld). In the letter, Duracin said that the
diocese and the organization are working "hand-in-hand," telling Radtke he has
"complete confidence in you and your agency."
"Please tell our partners, the people of the Episcopal Church, the people of
the United States and indeed the people of the world that we in Haiti are
immensely grateful for their prayers, their support and their generosity,"
Duracin wrote. "This is a desperate time in Haiti; we have lost so much. But
we still have the most important asset, the people of God, and we are working
continuously to take care of them."
The Haitian diocese suffered greatly with the quake. A number of the diocese's
254 schools, ranging from preschools to a university and a seminary, were
destroyed or heavily damaged, including the Holy Trinity complex of primary,
music and trade schools adjacent to the demolished diocesan Cathédrale Sainte
Trinité (Holy Trinity Cathedral) in Port-au-Prince.
A portion of the St. Vincent School for Handicapped Children, also in the
Haitian capital, collapsed, killing between six and 10 students and staff.
Many of the students are living at the camp while arrangements are being
made for them to be housed elsewhere.

LIVING WELL AT ST. MARK’S
The six week program, “Living Well with Chronic Health Problems”, has
been rescheduled and will be held Wednesdays, February 10th through
March 17th, from 1 to 3 PM, in the Parish Hall.
Living Well can help you develop the skills needed to take control of your
health condition and to live a happier and healthier life.
Registration is required; call 541-864-9611 to register, or call Pam Cartmel,
541-831-0180, for more information.

Full story: http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/79
901_118753_ENG_HTM.htm
-- The Rev. Mary Frances
Schjonberg is ENS national
correspondent and editor of
Episcopal News Monthly.

EMERGENCY
PASTORAL
HOTLINE:

778-3305
The pastoral
emergency phone is
available whenever the
church office is closed.
To access the pastoral
care hotline, call
the cell phone at
778-3305.
This number is on the
outgoing greeting
recording of
the church
office
telephone.
Call if you
need us!
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KNITTER’S FELLOWSHIP
& PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
This group continues to meet monthly for knitting, fellowship and a
meal. We usually meet in a group member's home and occasionally a
meeting is held in a local yarn shop with lunch to follow in a near
by restaurant. Our group has created numerous prayer shawls which have
been given to St Mark's parishioners and others over the past two
years. If you wish to know more about this group and the prayer shawl
ministry please join us or contact one of the members listed to the right.
SUNCREST DAY RETREAT—Tuesday, March 16th @ 9 AM-3 PM
The St Mark's Knitter's Fellowship has reserved Suncrest Day Retreat for a
day in March. This is a day of knitting, stitching, reflection , good company
and great food. This will be a potluck luncheon and there is a registration fee
of $12.00 per person. Please join us!! For more information contact Carol
Hazeltine, 541-899-6894.

Carol Hazeltine
541 899 6894
Sherry Marston
541 608 6376
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, February 9, 2010
10 AM - 12 NOON
Home of Sherry Marston
Brown bag lunch

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN (ECW)
2009
ECW had an awesome year thanks to all who participated by bringing food to
receptions, the Advent Tea, etc., and donating valuable time at these
events. You are very much appreciated, especially by those who have lost
their loved ones and who after the sad service are able to walk into the Parish
Hall to see it transformed into something beautiful with flowers, comforting
food, and caring servers to honor the memory of those gone to be with our
Lord. We are happy and honored to be able to provide this loving service.
2010
Since our membership is only meeting quarterly now, watch for something
special around St. Patrick's Day! We will be doing something GREEN.
The year ahead will be filled with wonders. Prepare to enjoy them and remember
ALL Episcopal Church Women are members--that's why it is called ECW. Come
and join in the fellowship. You will be blessed by it. We are.
Yours in Christ,

Molly

ECW meets as announced in
Hafer House.
Molly Kerr is ECW’s chair.
She can be reached at:
779-9810 or 890-1860
or by e-mail at:
mlkerr7@aol.com
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FEBRUARY HAPPENINGS...
MEN'S BREAKFAST— Saturday, February 13th @ 8 AM
We are very fortunate that our cooks from the iced out December breakfast,
Bill Templin and Tom Upton, have agreed to renew their efforts for
February. What good sports! As they had planned the first time, there will be
some heart healthy food for those with the will power to avoid other options.
There will also be the usual good and conversation and thoughtful Bible
discussion. If you have never come before, give us a try. We finish promptly
at 9 am. So that the cooks can plan, email Don Ogren at dogren@mac.com or
call him at 857-6092 if you will attend.
SPRING CLEANING — THE GARAGE! - February 13th @ 9 AM
Our garages have a lot of items stored that are probably no longer useful. One
example is a file cabinet with Kiwanis material from 1930…probably no one
wants those minutes. It is hard to find tools and we need room for food
storage. On February 13 after the Men’s Breakfast the Building and Grounds
and Outreach committees are going to do some housekeeping. Anyone who
wants to help is invited to meet at 9 AM at the garage.
By the end of the day we want a garage with organized tools and room for
shelves. We will take left over items to Habitate, St. Vincents, etc. The
remaining will go to the dump.

DEADLINE
BULLETIN
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Tuesdays at NOON
DEADLINE
MARCH LION TALES:
Thursday, Feb. 18th
at 9 AM
Please email all articles,
announcements & photos
to Gayle in the office at
stmarks@connpoint.net.

If you know of something in the garage that should be kept let Bruce, Jerry
or Mark know.
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE BLOW-OUT:
Tuesday, February 16th @ 5:30-7 PM
Bring your appetites and be ready for those special St.
Marks pancakes, as we give into our weaker side one last
time before Lent begins. The Men of St. Marks will be
reprising Ralph Willits' famous recipe to be accompanied
by the usual good fruit, sausage and beverage.
ASH WEDNESDAY — February 17th @ 12 & 7:30 PM
On Ash Wednesday we will offer two services to mark the
start of our observance of Lent — at 12 and 7:30 pm (with
Choir at the later service). Both services will include
communion and a homily. The liturgy for the day is
marked by penitence. As a reminder of our mortality, the
imposition of ashes will be provided. See the next page
about special Lenten programs.

BRING PALM
BRANCHES!
Don’t forget to bring
in last year’s palm
branches from Palm
Sunday to the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake
Blow-out!
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NEW IN THE PEW
GEORGE FULLER

3164 Century Way, Medford 97504

George Fuller and his wife, Hanni, retired to Trail, OR, 20 years ago from the
San Francisco Bay area. Early in 2009 they moved to Medford to be near
medical facilities. In March of that year Hanni died.
George is a veteran of the Air Force and served as a radio operator serving in
Hawaii. After the war he attended University of Chicago. For a number of
years he served a corporation as a problem solver. Later he moved to
California and started a trade school for ten years before retiring.
George has three children, a son, Jon, and two daughters, Susan, and Lisa,
who live in the Bay area with four grandchildren.

ST. MARK’S PHOTO ALBUM

2010 Epiphany Dinner
January 10th

The buffet was outstanding!
Sherry Marston & Pam Cartmel show off their stars!

Jed & Christopher Ladue celebrate at
Kinsey Searles’ baptism on January 10, 2010.

Jed & Sarah Seales celebrate
at Connor Searles’ baptism on
January 10, 2010.
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