
Opening Song 

Thank you for joining Trinity Baptist Church High Rolls 
For Sunday April 5th 2020 

Opening Prayer 

Lord, we thank you for the cross because it stands for forgiveness.  
From our human perspective (before we understand the cross) it's the worst thing that 
ever happened.  

But from Your perspective it's the best thing that ever happened.  

As we worship you today, which includes paying attention to Your word as the Holy 
Spirit teaches us. 
Thank you In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

Announcements 

Next Sunday is resurrection day.  I will post additional details on where you can watch 
Sundays services in coming days on trinityhighrolls.org   

Rather than cancel our annual Easter Egg hunt or postpone it, the Trinity Family wants 
to maintain some normalcy among the changes to daily life that families are 
experiencing due to the pandemic.
We still wanted to do something and this is what we came up with.

The drive-thru Egg Hunt is free to our community and families you are invited to come 
by Trinity Baptist Church, Saturday  April 11th between 10 to 12 at #1 Old Railroad Dr in 
High Rolls to pick up a bag of treat-filled eggs for the kids. Please PM me and give me 
your children’s first names and ages, so we can prepare enough bags for every child.

Calling any one that attends our church and has access to a smartphone.  Please 
record a word for the church, a poem or a song (with or without instrument(s) and I 
will see if can add them to our Sunday Service. 

A Word of encouragement 

Hope in Difficult Times 
Even if you reach what you consider to be your lowest point, God's Word says's He will 
never leave or forsake you, (Matt 28:20). 




He will give you peace and comfort even in the worst of circumstances, then lead you 
through, over or around the muck and mire of your situation, and again set your feet on 
solid ground.


Our God is the God of new beginnings, with Him, nothing is impossible. Whether you 
are very young or considered to be very old, or somewhere in between.   Trust in Him 
because with Him it is always just the beginning.


The difficulties that you might be experiencing during this pandemic,  might be 
compounded by other situations divorce, death of a loved one, loss of health, finances, 
or whatever? 


Trusting God in difficult times forces us to seek His guidance, and to trust in Him.

Trusting God through these uncharted waters takes faith and courage, but is worth 
every effort. 


The path of His choosing is the only one that leads to true happiness,

Isn't this a wonderful promise "...those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and 
not be faint," (Is 40:31).


Consider the Cross - Revelation 13:8 

This is is “Holy Week” the week before Easter. The is typically when our focus turns to 
remembering the suffering and death of Jesus Christ for our sins.  

Thats what we look at this morning.  We will consider the greatest act of love ever 
demonstrated--the Cross of Christ.  

And you know what?  The Cross was always God's plan.  

So we are in awe of His great suffering today, so that next Sunday  “Easter”  we may 
rejoice in His resurrection! 

It's Easter week  a time when we decorate our church buildings, prepare for special 
services, look forward to putting on our Sunday best, fellowship with other believers.  
We generally see people we haven't seen in a while, some we see for the first time.   

Well this week is different.  We are not gathering in the traditional since. 

In the business world they use trademarks to identify themselves.  Most religious 
systems have a visual representation of what they belief, an image, icon, or symbol.  



The Buddhists adopted the lotus flower,  The lotus flower represents one symbol of 
fortune in Buddhism. It grows in muddy water, and it is this environment that gives 
forth the flower's first and most literal meaning: rising and blooming above the murk 
to achieve enlightenment. ... A white lotus flower refers to purity of the mind and 
the spirit. 

Judaism symbol is, no symbols because of the second commandment which says do 
not make any image that representing God. 

Overtime the Star of David, two triangles superimposed  opposite each other came to 
represent Judaism.  

When you see the Star of David you think of Judaism.  

Another symbol most of us would recognize is the crescent moon and the star, the 
symbol of Islam. This symbol was originally from the city of Byzantium (modern day 
Istanbul),  but when the Muslims took over that city, they adopted that symbol and 
that has become the widely-recognized symbol of Islam. 

Which brings us to Christianity, what symbol do we use?  Most often the cross, right? 

But it didn't start out that way, the cross was the ultimate symbol of shame and 
corruption. It was reserved for the worst of criminals, they were put to death on a 
cross. For early Christians to put up a cross would have been like us putting up an 
electric chair, or a hangman's noose, or a guillotine where we gather for worship. Yet 
today it is the most used symbol of Christianity around the world.  

But the early believers had other signs and symbols for their faith.  

The peacock was thought to be a symbol of immortality. And so you will often find 
this motif in the catacombs in Rome where Christians would hide and meet.  

Not only the peacock, but the dove was an early Christian symbol. The dove spoke of 
peace and reconciliation.  

A palm branch. There's a text in Revelation 7 that shows the redeemed wearing white 
robes and holding palm branches, some early Christians used this symbol to identify 
their faith.  

Another symbol found in the catacombs was an anchor. Because of the text in 
Hebrews that says that our belief in Christ and God is the anchor of our souls.  

Perhaps the most recognized ancient Christian symbol is the fish, the Greek word 
ichthus, the word became an acronym for early Christian's meaning Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, Savior.  



The symbol  let other believers know where Christians would meet or that Christians 
live here.  

It became a symbol of identification. In fact, it was not until the sixth century that 
the cross became regarded as a Christian symbol.  

Today however, it is pretty much the universal symbol of Christianity. Wherever you 
see a cross, you think of Christianity. It's on top of churches, hundreds of thousands of 
crosses around the world. Go to a cemetery, the cross is everywhere. 

It's the sign of Christianity, it's a Christian symbol now and has been for over 1500 
years. 
  
And its strange in the sense, of what it represents.  

Paul put it this way, "The cross is a stumbling block to the Jews and it is foolishness to 
the Gentiles.  

Put another way, "No other religion has at its heart, the humiliation of its God.  

The cross is the symbol of humiliation.  

But this morning let us consider the cross, because the cross is the focal point of God 
past, present, future and on into the eternal state. 

The cross was not plan B.  It wasn't second on the list. It was not an alternative plan. 

God didn’t  say “Oh No! Now what are we going to do? 

It was always the plan from the beginning. Revelation chapter 13 that we studied not 
to long ago, is a chapter about the coming world ruler, the son of perdition, the man 
of sin, the beast, the Antichrist. And in verse 8 we're told "all who dwell on the earth 
will worship him (this is in the future, tribulation) whose names have not been written 
in the book of life."  

"Of the lamb slain from when?  the foundation of the world."  

In one verse, 
the followers of the beast, the Antichrist are contrasted with the followers of Jesus 
Christ.  

And the followers of Jesus Christ are those who are truly saved, they have been 
chosen by God and they have been sealed by the blood of the Son of God on the cross. 



The cross goes back before Jesus' life, the cross goes back before Jesus' birth, the 
cross goes back, all the way back to the beginning of time. 

That will be our focus this morning on Palm Sunday 

We will look at five periods in time. We will look at one then go back further and look 
at the next and go back further, and so on,  to emphasize how far back the idea of the 
cross goes. 

Keep these questions in mind?   

What's the cross really all about it?  
Was it just a cruel murder that took place?  
Was it an unfortunate accident?  
Or was this always the plan? And if so why? 

The first time period we will look at is the earthly life of Christ. We discover that 
Jesus himself predicted his death. He knew about it, He was even okay with it, He 
knew exactly what it meant.  

Lets look at Matthew chapter 16:15. They are at Caesarea Philippi when Jesus  asked 
the questions  "Who do men say that I am? Who do you say that I am?" Peter says You 
are the Christ the Son of the living God. Jesus commends him for it. 

Then down in verse 21, "From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He 
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and the chief priest and 
the scribes and be killed and be raised the third day.  

That upset Peter and Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him saying, "Far be it 
from you Lord, this shall not happen to you."  

Here's Peter. He gets it right!  "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus 
commends him  "Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah."  

Then right after he gets it wrong.   He rebukes the very one that he just called the 
Son of the living God. 

And how does Jesus reply? 

Verse 23, "But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me Satan.  

From, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.")  
To, You are an offense to me for you are not mindful of the things of God but of the 
things of men.'" 



Now go to the next chapter, Matthew chapter 17, verse 22, "While they were staying 
in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands 
of men. And they will kill him and the third day he will be raised up.' And they were 
exceedingly sorrowful."  

It's pretty clear that Jesus lived his life in view of his death. Even to Nicodemus who 
came to him at night, John chapter 3, the Lord said, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up" (thats the cross).  

You might say that the shadow of the cross was constantly in His path.  

Can you imagine living, knowing exactly how you're going to die. And knowing exactly 
when you're going to die.  I think it would change the way we live. 

Jesus lived with that knowledge 
John chapter 7 verse 30, "They sought to take Him but his hour had not yet come."  

John chapter 13, verse 1, "Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart 
from the world."  

John 17 verse 1, Jesus praying to His Father in heaven, "Father, the hour has 
come. Glorify your Son that your Son may also glorify you."  

And when Jesus was talking to the twelve disciples before His time of suffering, "Now 
my heart is troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father save me from this hour.' No. It was 
for this very reason that I came to this hour." You see, the whole focus of Jesus' life 
was the cross.  

And any idea, anything that would distract Him from the cross was satanic.  

That's why He told Peter, "Get behind me Satan." He's not calling Peter the devil, he's 
saying,  

"I know that voice,  
I've heard this philosophy before, and it comes from Satan." 

Think back to the time Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for forty days. It says the 
devil came to Him and the devil showed Him all the kingdoms of this world, right?  

Remember what he said, "If you'll bow down and worship me, I'll give them to 
you. Because ‘they are mine and I can give them to whomsoever I will.'"  

You see the devil knew why Jesus had come. He had come to redeem the world back 
to the Father. But Satan is in effect saying, "you don't have to go the hard way. You 
don't have to suffer. I know why you're here. You've come to redeem the world.  



I'll give it to you if you just indulge me and worship me for just a moment.' And Jesus 
said, ‘Away with you Satan.'" And now to Peter, "Get behind me Satan." Same idea, 
same philosophy, to keep Jesus from the cross.  

That's number one. Number two, let's go back a little further in time. To another 
period in history.  

This time the baptism of Jesus, just about three and a half years before the cross. He 
goes to the Jordan River and there, John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus Christ 
predicts the death of Jesus Christ.  

Now,  John the Baptist and Jesus' were cousins only about 6 months apart in age. 

John  was a crazy looking, bug eating, prophet whose favorite word was repent. 

He believed that his cousin, Jesus was the Messiah.  

One of Johns first sermons started, "You brood of vipers. Who has warned you to flee 
from the wrath that is to come?" And then he quotes Isaiah chapter 40, "I am the voice 
of one crying out in the desert, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.'" And he goes on, 
"His winnowing fan is in his hand and he will thoroughly clean out the threshing floor 
and gather the wheat into his barn. And he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire."  

Wrath, fire, judgment; that's how John sees it. And all of that is true, it will be true 
when Jesus comes the second time as we have seen in our revelation study.  

He will come as the living judge. But before that he must come as the dying savior.  

Here's John preaching this  message and Jesus shows up at the Jordan River. And John 
looks up and then Jesus asks for something that confused John.  

He says, "John, baptize me." Remember John's reaction? "I can't baptize you. I know 
who you are. This baptism is for sinful people. I'm not going to baptize you." " 

Jesus says, John, Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill  all 
righteousness."  

John realizes, ‘Jesus is going to be identified with sinful people, not condemn them 
and yell at them, he's going to identify with them.' So he baptizes Him. 

I absolutely have always loved what happens next, Its a beautiful picture of the 
trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit all at once. 



Jesus comes out of the water, the heavens open and the Holy Spirit comes in the form 
of a what? A dove.  Now the dove is another symbol that Christians have attached 
ideas to. 

But this happened over 2000 years ago.  When a jewish person saw a dove they 
thought sacrifice, because you would bring a lamb for sacrifice in the temple, unless 
you were poor and couldn’t afford a lamb,  the poor people brought a dove for their 
sacrifice.  

I think that John probably understood that Jesus was identifying with sinners, here's 
this bird of sacrifice appearing in the sky.  

Then Jesus is off to the wilderness for six weeks to be tempted by the devil.  

Then he comes back to the Jordan six weeks later and This time John looks up and 
sees Jesus and he says, "Behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of the 
world." A very different message. John recognizes Jesus is the one who will take the 
punishment and judgment upon himself, that Jesus is the Messiah.  

John at first only saw Jesus through the ultimate act of judging people for their 
sin. But now he understands that Jesus must first die for the sins of the people. 

It had to be a real eye opener for him. Now he is rejoicing in the savior who will bear 
the sin that caused our shame and separation from God.  

John sees the shadow of the cross, here is the Lamb of God who will take away the sin 
of the world.  

So Jesus predicted His death.  

John the Baptist, the forerunner, predicted His death. 

Let's go back a little further, to the birth of Jesus. Even the visitors at Jesus' birth 
predicted His death. Now Jesus entered this world in a pretty unique fashion, a one of 
a kind birth, wouldn't you agree?  

When he was born, a star lit up the sky, angels testified to his coming, magi from the 
East would come later, that didn't' happen when He was born.  

Have you ever googled what interesting things about the day you where born?  I did 
and the only thing I found was that I was born on the first Saturday of the year. 

But when Jesus was born, the shadow of the cross fell across that birth. Even the 
angel that gave Joseph the message that Mary was pregnant said, "Joseph, you will 
call His name Jesus because He will save His people from their sins." That's the 



shadow of the cross. He has come to save people from their sins, speaking of the 
cross. 
When the skyline in Bethlehem lit up with the angelic hosts they said to the 
shepherds, "There is born to you this day in the city of David a savior who is Christ the 
Lord." That's the shadow of the cross falling across the manger. Later on when the 
magi did come to Bethlehem and they brought their gifts. They brought gold, fitting 
for a king. They brought frankincense, it was the spice of the priesthood, the priests 
would use that in the peace offering. So that fits: gold, he's going to rule one day; 
frankincense, he's going to be our great high priest. But the third gift was a little bit 
odd, myrrh, that was basically an embalming fluid used ancient times.  

You open the first gift, gold, “I can't believe it, this is amazing."  
Then you open the second gift , frankincense, Bet that cost you a pretty penny."  
Then you pick up the third gift,  I wonder what this is?  Embalming fluid, thanks! 

Did you know that myrrh only gives off a scent after it's crushed. Thats kind of 
interesting?  

Isaiah 53 says of Christ, "He is pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our 
iniquities."  

They later bring Jesus to the temple to be dedicated. What an exciting day for 
parents, they're bringing Jesus to the temple, this is the day.  

And there's Simeon in the temple, he's been waiting for this for a long time. Simeon 
takes Jesus, thanks God for allowing him to see the savior, then he turns to Joseph 
and Mary and says, "This child will be for the fall and rising of many in Israel as a sign 
that will be spoken against."  

Then he turns to Mary and he says these ominous words , "And a sword will pierce 
your own heart." It was a prophecy of her being at the cross watching her son die.  

We don't know when Mary  understood that her child had a specific purpose and that 
purpose was to die.   

Imagine coming to the awareness that the very purpose of your child's life was his 
death.  

Now as parents we raise children and we have hopes and plans for them. We want 
them to live, maybe become a doctor, a businessperson, an influential, whatever it 
might be; we're planning life, we certainly don't think of death as being part of the 
plan. 

The shadow of the cross fell upon Joseph and Mary at the birth of Christ. 



Now let's go back a little bit further in time, to the Old Testament, and we discover 
that the cross was there as well.  

Even the prophets themselves predicted the suffering and death of Christ. Now some 
of you may know that there are over 300 predictions of the Messiah in the Old 
Testament. 

Who the Messiah would be, where He would come from, where He' would  be born, 
what He would accomplish, how He would live his life.  

And some of those prophecies include His suffering and death. The Jews had always 
believed in a coming Messiah.   

But what they were waiting for was not a dying, suffering Savior, but a conquering 
living king.  

That's what John the Baptist was looking for, that's what all the disciples were looking 
for. They didn't think He would come and suffer, they were looking for Him to come 
and conquer, that's what they thought. But even before Jesus died, all of the events 
of his suffering, betrayal, beating, mocking, trial, had already been prophesied in the 
old testament. 

In Matthew 26 verse 56 says, "All of this was done that the scriptures of the prophets 
might be fulfilled." Get that? Matthew is saying the shadow of the cross extends all 
the way back even into the Old Testament. Even Jesus said that. Jesus rose from the 
dead and he's walking one day out toward Emmaus and there's a couple disciples who 
saw Jesus get crucified and they're sad, they’re broken, "We used to hope in Him, it's 
all over now,".  

And so Jesus comes up to them, He’s alive, But they don't recognize Him and He says 
to them, "You find it so hard to believe all that the prophets wrote in the 
scriptures. Wasn't it clearly predicted by the prophets that Messiah would have to 
suffer all of these things before entering His time of glory?" Then Jesus quoted Moses 
and the prophets explaining what all of the scriptures said about Himself."  

What did He tell them? It could have included scripture that predicted that He will be 
betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, scripture that predicted He will be beaten and 
mocked, scripture that predicted that He will die with criminals, scripture that  
predicted that even as He is dying he will pray for those criminals,  scripture that 
predicted that His garments would be gambled for, scripture that predicted that in His 
death He would cry out because of thirst, and scripture that predicted that none of 
His bones would be broken.  

Probably took them through Isaiah chapter 53, maybe Psalm 22, which opens with the 
same words Jesus uttered from the cross, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 



His sermon could have included Genesis 22 where God said to Abraham, "Take now 
your son, your only son whom you love and sacrifice him on Mount Moriah."  

Now what's the problem here? Abraham didn't have an only son, he had two sons. He 
had Ishmael, Isaac was the second son, yet God says, "Take now your son, your only 
son, whom you love."  

The very first mention in the Bible of the word love is Genesis 22 where God says, 
"Take now your only son whom you love." And what kind of love is it? It's the love of a 
father giving his son in sacrifice on Mount Moriah, which will be called a couple of 
thousand years later Golgotha, same mountain, same spot. 

The disciples on the road to Emmaus they began to understand.  If your reading, or 
listening or watching this message I pray you understand. It was predicted and it came 
to pass. The shadow of the cross, past, present and future. 

Lets go back were we started Revelation 13. Chapter 13 actually takes us further back 
in time, before the life of Christ, before the baptism of Christ, before the birth of 
Christ, before the prophets,  before the patriarchs, before Creation itself.  

We're again in verse 8, we read,  
All who dwell on the earth will worship Him, whose names have not been written in 
the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."  

Before Jesus ever came to this earth, when He was in heaven, in Glory, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, He knew what He was coming down to do, He came for 
that purpose. 

Philippians said He poured Himself out and went to the cross. 

He knew about it in advance. The cross was not Plan B, it's not like Jesus left heaven 
and He's on earth and the Father says, "Did I mention the cross?”  

He knew everything in advance. I Peter chapter 1, "We're saved by the precious blood 
of Christ, a lamb without blemish and spot, indeed he was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world."  

The same God who said, "Let Us make man in Our image was the same God who knew 
that His image would be marred in us by sin and would require redemption, require 
forgiveness. 

So the cross was prepared before Creation, the shadow of the cross goes that far 
back. Come on  Steve,  why are you making such a big deal of this?" Because God 
made a big deal about it.  



Ephesians chapter 1 verse 4? "You were chosen in Him before what? The foundation of 
the world.  

Please understand this,  God had you in mind before He created the world. He had 
you in mind and He chose you, but the only way He could purchase you was with His 
Son.  

You were chosen before the foundation, he was slain from the foundation of the 
earth. God had you in mind from the beginning.  

Remember the questions I asked you to consider? 

What's the cross really all about?  
It was about saving us from our sins, our redemption. 

Was it just a cruel murder that took place?  
Yes, it was cruel, yes, it was horrible and it was the only way to save us. 

Was it an unfortunate accident?  
Far from it, it was planned. 

Was this always the plan?  
Yes,  Planned before we sinned. 

And if so why? Why did God plan the cross? 
Because God Loves us that much. 

He died for me. He died for you.  

The cross has always been about us, So my prayer is that the shadow of the cross will 
fall upon you today. And maybe today you will discover that this was the day in the 
mind of God from eternity past that you would allow the shadow of the cross to 
impact your life, meaning you would receive Jesus Christ as your savior and your 
Lord.  

Let's pray. 

Father, we have looked at a few of the many mentions of the cross in scripture.  We 
know there is so much more to learn.   

The earthly life of Christ. His birth, before his birth, all the way back into 
heaven. Before there were any galaxies, before there was an earth, your Son in your 
mind was crucified. And thus we were chosen.  



The cross has always been your plan. Lord, this could be the day for someone reading, 
listening or watching to take that step, to make it personal, make it real, make it 
their own, not because its their parents belief, not because its their husbands belief 
or their wife's belief, a friend's belief, but because it is what they belief and by 
accepting Jesus as their Savior and Lord. All of their sins will be washed way, because 
of the sacrifice on the cross. We pray that would happen. In Jesus' name. Amen. 


