
We will be in Revelation 22 this morning.


"Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true." And the Lord God of 
the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must 
shortly take place. "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the 
words of the prophecy of this book." Now I, John, saw and heard these things. 
And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel 
who showed me these things. Then he said to me, "See that you do not do 
that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." And he said of this book, 
to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand. He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy 
still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be 
holy still." "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 
to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End, the First and the Last." Blessed are those who do His 
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter 
through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. "I, 
Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star." And the 
Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let 
him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. For 
I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If 
anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in 
this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this book. So He who testifies to these 
things says, "Surely I am coming quickly." Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." 

We've arrived at the end or really the beginning. No more chapters.  This is it. 
God's final message.  

Sort of like a last will and testament.  



And I don’t know about you but this has been an eye opener for me, to go thru 
the entire book of Revelation.  How about you?  How has it changed your life?  

When you think of the future, are you excited? Are you happy? The future has a 
lot of bad but also a lot of good.. 

Jesus is coming soon. It could be morning, night or noon.  
Judgment is coming.  
A new heaven, a new earth, is coming.  
Living in The new city Jerusalem is going to be a reality. 

What does that do to your soul? 

Are you excited?  
Or does it cause dread or fear in your heart?  

How prepared are you?  
  
I knew growing up what it meant when mom said wait till your father gets home. 

If I was doing good that day, that was a good thing.  

But if I was being bad, pushing the limits and she said wait till your father gets 
home. 

I knew I was in trouble.   

So as we consider the Return of Jesus,  is it i’m excited because He will be 
happy with me,  or is it oh no i’m going to be in trouble. 

We started in Genesis back on June 3 of 2018  followed by Revelation which we 
will finish today and next week we will start our study in Acts. 

Genesis opened up with creation, Adam and Eve, then there's the Fall of man. 
Satan is introduced and chapter after chapter we see Israel's disobedience and 
then we see the Messiah come. Then He dies. But then He rises from the dead. 



And then He says I'm leaving. And as He's leaving, what does He say? He says 
I’ll be back.  

And naturally we do wonder when? When is He coming back? What’s  gonna 
happen to the world?  

As we read the last couple chapters,  we as believers can relax, because when 
it's all said and done,  its a wonderful story, it ends very well for us.  

That which was lost is now restored.  

Genesis 1 introduces God creating a heaven and an earth. Revelation closes with 
God creating a new heaven and a new earth. In Genesis 1, the sun is created. In  
Revelation 21, there's no need of the sun, for the Lamb is the light.  

Genesis 1, the night is distinguished from the day. In the eternal state,  there is 
no night. There is only light.  

Genesis  1, the seas are created. Revelation 21, there is no sea. In Genesis 3, 
the curse is announced. Revelation 22, the announcement there shall be no 
more curse. In Genesis after the Fall of man death enters the world.  

Revelation 22, no more death.  

Genesis, man is driven out of the garden and from the tree of life. In the end of 
Revelation, paradise is restored.  

The tree of life is restored in the New Jerusalem.  

Genesis, saw the beginning of  sorrow and pain.  

In the new heaven and the new earth, there's no sorrow, no pain, no death, no 
tears.  

This is how it will end for those who love Jesus Christ and are called according 
to His purpose. Remember where we are in this timeline, the tribulation is over, 



the Second Coming is history, the thousand year reign is over, a new heaven 
and a new earth are created,  

The King of kings is on the throne reigning with His Father forever and ever, and 
it is eternity.  

Verses 6 through 21. these remaining verses, boils down to two things: the 
absolute certainty of His return and our response.  

Three times Jesus says He is coming. Verse 7: "Behold, I am coming quickly! 
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book." Verse 12: 
"And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every 
one according to his work." Then finally in verse 20: "Surely I am coming 
quickly."  

Jesus says to the church I'm coming quickly. In the New Testament, we're told 
that when Jesus comes back for the church, it will be like a thief coming in the 
night, unexpectedly.  

Generally a thief won't call in advance. Hello victim, just want to let you know i’ll 
be there at midnight. Thats not how a thief operates, He's counting on catching 
you off guard.  

Jesus tells the church to be ready and that His Coming shouldn’t be a surprise 
us, but it will come quickly, suddenly.  

The early church was living in the expectation that Jesus could come at any 
moment.  

And thats how we should be living. Knowing that He could come at any 
moment. He could come today, He could come tomorrow.  

Paul wrote in 1 corinthians 1:7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly 
waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

In the final verses of 1 Corinthians,  If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed. It ends with Maranatha meaning (O Lord, come!)  



Maranatha, remember the Lord is coming. Be ready for it.  

In Philippians 3 he said to that church our citizenship is in heaven from which we 
also eagerly wait for the Savior our Lord Jesus Christ.  

He told the Thessalonians you have turned from idols to serve God and to wait 
for His Son from heaven.  

When you put your trust in Jesus, When you're converted, the next the process 
is sanctification becoming more and more like Jesus, and living in the 
expectation that He could come at any moment. 

Speaking of the rapture, the catching away of the church, in 1 Thessalonians 
chapter 4? Paul says  we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord. 
In other words, Paul said there may be some of us who are living, remain, when 
Jesus comes back.  

In Titus 2 he said that we should live soberly, righteously, godly, in this present 
age looking for the blessed hope, the glorious appearing of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  

As you read the New Testament its apparent that the early Christians believed 
He could come at any moment. And it had a huge impact on how they lived. 

Paul told them to live in that kind of expectancy.  

And now Jesus says three times, I'm coming, I'm coming, I'm coming. Quickly. 
Not only did the early church believe that way but so many prophecies have 
been fulfilled since then, the church today should be living in even more 
expectancy.  

The return of the dispersed Jews to Israel back in 1948. The recapture of the 
old city of Jerusalem by the Jews in 1967. The increase of earthquakes, famine, 
wars, rumors of wars, as told to us by Jesus Himself in Matthew 24. The 
departure of many churches from traditional, biblical beliefs.  



And we see for ourselves this move toward a one world government and a one 
world religion. All of these are signs that indicate, the Lord's coming. That 
should excite us. 

The prophets were waited for it. It's what the early church anticipated and so 
should we. 

When the truth that Jesus is coming again to get us really sinks in, the world no 
longer has a hold on us.  

God wake us up and lets us live, looking for the return of Jesus Christ.  
Behold I am coming quickly, thats what Jesus said. John wrote down back in  96 
AD. 

Its 2020. So how quick is quickly? Every day we are a day closer, its been over 
700,000 days since Jesus said it. 

I don’t know the day when He will return, but from  God's vantage point, its 
very, very soon. 

"These words are faithful and true," verse 6. In other words, John? What you 
saw and what you heard is true. You can count on it.  

This is a true and faithful revelation from God.  

Think about all that John has seen and heard.  

Amazing things, startling things, out of this world things. 

So the angel, says everything you have seen, everything you have heard, it is 
faithful and it is true.  

In the Old Testament God predicted that Israel would be taken captive in 70 
years and it was. 

God said they would return to the land of Israel—and they did.  



He said the Messiah would come—and He did.  

He said the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem—and He was.  

He said that Jesus would return again one day—and He will.  

He said there will be a tribulation—and there will be.  

He said here will be an Antichrist—and there will be.  

He said there would be a new heaven and a new earth and there will be. 

All of these words are faithful and true. 

He's coming soon and again from God's vantage point, very, very soon. Now He 
is coming, so how should we respond?. 

The rest of this chapter is filled with responses.  

Verse 7, our daily life should line up with the truth: "Behold, I am coming 
quickly! Blessed is he who keeps [is obedient to] the words of the prophecy of 
this book." In verse 9, He goes on to say, "And of those who keep the words of 
this book." And In verse 14, "Blessed  are those who do His commandments". 
Jesus is coming. Our response should be a response  of obedience.  

God didn't give us this book to feed our curiosity or so that we could make cool 
charts of the end times. He gave it to us so that we might walk in obedience to 
Him. Remember the instruction He gave church back in chapters 2 and 3, we 
need to receive that instruction personally and as a body of believers. 

  
As well as warnings  of chapters 6 through 19.  

We need to live in the expectancy of His soon coming, chapter 19, Desiring His 
coming millennium, chapter 20, and looking forward to the new heaven and the 



new earth, chapters 21 and 22. All of those things should lead us to an 
obedient walk.  

We should keep the words of this prophecy. God’s prophecy is intended to 
purify us and it will, if we allow it. 

We need to test our decisions,  

It is pleasing to God? 
What if Jesus comes back while I am doing this? 

Certainly this was what John was thinking in 1 John when he said everyone who 
has this hope of His return purifies himself even as he is pure.  

That's what Peter had in mind when he said “when you look around at the earth 
and you realize all of these things are going to be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought you to be in all holy living? “ 

How should we live, in the light of His return?  

What we have read in Revelation should change the way we walk.  

With all that is going to happen, with all that God has prepared for us.    

Our perspective, our choices should be on the eternal and less on the temporal. 

The tribulation is gonna to be bad,  heaven is gonna be great. Knowing that, 
believing that, should make a huge difference in how we live.  

This pandemic has changed some things. What stores are considered essential, 
what jobs are considered essential, isolation, hoarding, questions abound, it is 
real, are we doing enough, are we doing to much , when will things get back to 
normal, will they ever get back to normal?  

We are all in the same storm, but not all of us in the same boat.  But know that 
God is with us through the storm. 



Let me ask you this, has Revelation changed you? 
And how has it changed you, 
In your marriage? 
In your family? 
In you business? 
In your job? 

Has it had an effect on how you live? 

Its one thing to read the words of revelation, John heard and saw the revelation. 

But it says, Blessed are those who do them, who keep them, who walk in them.  

People hear what you say and people see what you do. Our lives preach 
something. What does your live preach? 

Verse 8: "Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 
Then he said to me, "See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, 
and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God."  

We are not to worship angels, only God is worthy of Worship.  Speaking of 
worship. Should there be hymns, should there be drums, should there be choirs, 
should there be a sound system, should there be guitars, should it be loud, 
should it be soft.  

Jesus told the samaritan women at the well the time is coming and now is when 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth and the Father, is 
seeking such to worship Him.  

God is on the lookout for worshipers and He knows when He finds one. He 
knows in a church service when people are gathered and He can say well, 
there's one worshiping in truth. There's another one. Oh, I see that one 
worshiping Me in spirit. It's not just  words. They're not just watching a service. 
Not just doing my churchly duty for the week. 



The Father is seeking such to worship Him.  

We can get into a routine, Time to come in, time to sit down, time to stand, 
time to sing, time listen, time to go home. 

When it's time to worship, we have so many reasons to worship. This is God! 
This is God's plan that we've been reading about. God has prepared heaven for 
you. How can we not worship?  

How can this not change the way we live. 

Back to the angel, don’t do that, John. I'm just a fellow servant.  

The Bible says angels are created a level above man, man is created a little 
lower than the angels.  

I may be an angel, John but I'm just your fellow servant just like all the prophets 
of the Old Testament and just like you. 

Worship God. Worship the Lamb.  

Jesus is God. He says I am the Alpha, the Omega, the Beginning, the End. I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and the Morning Star.  

And knowing that Jesus Christ is coming we need to tell others. Not only live it, 
not only worship, we need to tell others, be a witness. Verse 10: "And he [the 
angel] said to me, "Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the 
time is at hand." It's not to be hidden. It’s a message meant to get out to other 
people. Don't seal it. Don't keep it to yourself.  

Prophecy can motivate you not only toward godly living but toward godly 
witnessing.  

Sharing the truth. I mean, how can you read about the tribulation, how can you 
read about hell and judgment, and not be moved to warn people to avoid it?  
If you believe this,  how can you not share it? 

John, don’t seal it up, you've heard it, you've seen it, now I want you to tell it.  



Personally, Now that you have heard the message of Revelation. Are you going 
to seal it up or are you going to go and tell. 

When Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica, he said I'm writing to you 
because first of all you received the words of the gospel. And second of all 
because now the gospel is ringing forth from you throughout all of Achaia, 
throughout all of that part of the world. They received it and now they are 
sharing it. I want you to look at verse 17.  "And the Spirit and the bride say? 
Come!" So not only is the Holy Spirit out in the world drawing people to Christ, 
the bride who received the gospel, the bride (thats us) is supposed to preach 
the gospel. "And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears, 
say, "Come!" 

Every Christian loves the gospel,  It changed us. But not every Christian loves to 
preach the gospel.  

Did you know the vast majority of christians have never led another person to 
Christ?  
There are lots of reasons or excuses: I'm scared. I'm intimidated, I'm nervous. 
I'm an introvert.  I get that. 

The main ingredients of evangelism are obedience and love. 

What we’ve heard, don't seal it. And let the bride say, "Come!" 

I have heard it said that a church that does not evangelize will fossilize. Lets not 
become a fossil. 

Another response is that of work. 

Verse 12: "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give 
to every one according to his work."  



We are not saved by works,   but once you are saved, and in heaven, you'll 
stand before God and based on your service now,  you'll either receive a reward 
or have a reward withdrawn depending on what you did and why.  

Paul said: we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ that each one may 
receive what is due in him for the things done while in the body whether good 
or bad.  

God is coming, He is bringing His reward with Him, so now is the time to work. 
And there's not a lot of time left. 

The average life span is 70 years, 20 years of your life will be spent working. 20 
years of your life will be spent sleeping. 6 years will be spent eating. 7 years 
playing. 5 years getting dressed. 1 year on the telephone.  3 years of your life 
will be spent waiting for somebody else.  

How much of your life will be spent working for the Lord? Serving Him?  
Giving Him your time, your energy?  

Since He is coming, we should want to serve Him, right?  

Jesus said the night cometh when no man can work. So let's work now while it's 
light. 

Right now we live in the day, it's the age of grace, God is calling people? One 
day the night will descend.  

The tribulation will begin. People will be saved during that time, but what a dark 
time that will be. The day is here. let's work now while we have time.  

So think of all that you do and ask yourself how much do I do for God and His 
kingdom now?  

The final response Verse 11: "He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is 
filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he 
who is holy, let him be holy still." Verse 17: "And the Spirit and the bride say, 



"Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires let him take the water of life freely. For I testify to everyone 
who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these 
things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book." 

Whoever is willing? And those last verses that we read are directed toward 
unbelievers, giving them a final invitation. You know when you share the truth 
with people, they're gonna respond to it. Some will say yes, some will say no.  

However, they respond to the truth of the gospel, will fix their destiny.  

Verse 11: "He who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is unjust, let him be 
unjust still". What does that mean? I think the one who hears the truth and 
continues to reject it, continues to do wrong, he is fixing his eternal destiny.  

Our destiny is determined by our choice to follow Jesus Christ or to reject Him.  

Thats what it boils down to. 

It could be translated: let him who is unjust be more unjust; let him who is filthy 
be more filthy; he who is righteous, let him be more righteous,". So if you're 
wrong in this life, you'll be more wrong after death. If you rejecting Jesus Christ, 
if you say no I'm not gonna accept God, I just want to live my life and have a 
good time.  

But the invitation, the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" If anybody thirsts, 
come, drink! Here's the water—it's free!  

Drink the free refreshing eternal springs of water.  

Of the responses to the coming of Jesus Christ, this last one is for the 
unbeliever: come.  

Why? Why should I come? Think about it. This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
These are the words Jesus gave to the angel that gave them to John about the 



future: the future of unbelievers and  the future of believers. And John has just 
seen a new heaven and a new earth, the new city Jerusalem and rewards. 

There's a new world that awaits us. Jesus said I am going to prepare a place. 
He's preparing that for you right now. Are you ready? 

God has a trip planned for you, to a paradise that far 
exceeds  any beauty we have ever known or can even 
imagine. 

God has prepared a place for you. 

God has unbelievable joys for us as we (His bride) are united 
with Him. 

So let’s not be to involved with our earthly pursuits, lets 
always have the mindset to say. 

"Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus." 

Join us next Sunday as we begin our study in Acts


