
We have setup online giving through paypal on our website trinityhighrolls.org click Give and 
follow the directions. Checks can be mailed to Trinity Baptist Church, PO Box 367, High Rolls, 
NM 88325.  Pastor Steve can be reached 575-491-0577.


Our prayer meeting will be going live on our facebook group page (trinity high rolls) on 
Wednesdays at about 5:45.  Please watch and add your prayer requests and praises in the 
comments.  


It is a private group so if you are not a member and want to be, let me know and I will add you.


Message from Pastor Steve for 03-29-2020


“If I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale, and gave all my money to the church, 
would that get me into heaven?” I asked the children in my Sunday school class. “NO!” the 
children all answered.

“If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept everything neat and tidy, would 
that get me into heaven?” Again the answer was, “NO!”

“Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all the children and loved my wife, would 
that get me into heaven?” I asked them again. Once more they all answered,“NO!”

“Well,” I continued, thinking they were a good bit more theologically sophisticated than I had 
given them credit for, “then how can I get into heaven?”

A five-year-old boy shouted out, “You gotta be dead!”


A Sunday school teacher was telling the story of the rich man and Lazarus. She said that 
Lazarus sat outside the rich man's gate covered with sores and begging for food. And that the 
rich man passed Lazarus without even seeing him. But when they both died Lazarus went to 
Heaven, while the rich man found himself in hell, which the teacher described in detail. When 
she finished, she asked the children, “Now which would you rather be—the rich man or 
Lazarus?” One little fellow answered, “I would like to be the rich man until I die and then 
Lazarus afterwards.”


I love the way kids think,  don’t you?


Our text today is from Revelation 21:4-8 I’ll be reading from the New King James Version.


Growing up most of us heard the word “No” a lot.

For some it was one of our first words to speak.


Part of what we are looking at today is the no’s of heaven: no crying, no mourning, no 
suffering, no death.


Just more reasons to be an overcomer in this present life.

He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 


We will look more at what it means to be an overcomer in a few minutes.


God allows each one of us to make choices, we can chose to love Him and serve Him or not, 
because he will never force us to do that.
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There was a missionary, a man named Samuel Morrison who spent twenty five years serving in 
Africa. When he returned to America he was on the same ocean liner that brought President 
Teddy Roosevelt back from a hunting expedition.


Upon docking, President Roosevelt was bombarded with scores of people welcoming him 
home from his hunting expedition. Barriers and police escorts were needed to keep the 
masses of people from rushing the President, while the president  was welcomed with cheers 
and confetti. 


Morrison walked off the ship alone; no one noticed, no one even knew he was there. In his 
heart Morrison complained to God. "The president was in Africa hunting for three weeks, killing 
animals for sport and the whole world turns out to welcome him home. 


I've given twenty-five years of my life in Africa, serving You and no one has greeted me or even 
knows I'm here."

That’s when he heard the gentle, loving voice of God whisper to his spirit, "My child, you are 
not home yet!" 


After being away of from our homes, its always a great feeling to get home. Even to remember 
the house you grew up in, can bring some fond memories.  


But life happens, as life goes on, things change. Among many things, People move, people 
die, relationships may fail.  So many unforeseen challenges 


So our earthly homes won't last forever because We are not home yet. You and I are not home 
yet.  


Where is home for the believer?  


Jesus said to the thief on the cross, today you will be with Me in paradise---our home is where 
Jesus is. 


That's the place Jesus has always wanted to take you to. Jesus prayed to His Father in John 
17, Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me, may be with Me, where I am, that they 
may behold My glory which You have given Me. 


When that happens, that's when life is really going to be life. Its going to be great.  And even 
with all thats going on with the virus, social distancing, stay at home instructions, most of us 
don’t have it to bad. God gives us some awesome experiences in this life right now. 


We enjoy serving the Lord.


We get to see and experience God's beauty in creation even though sin has taken a toll on it. 

 

But when you Compare what we have now,  with what is waiting for us in Glory.  


And in comparison---well there is no comparison. Down here we're talking crummy in 
comparison to up there---we're talking glory. 


What will it be like? God sums it up for us. Verse 5 "Behold, I make all things new. 


All things new. Different from what we know now, different even from the millennium, the 
thousand year reign of Christ on the earth.




In the millennium, God will give the earth a makeover and it will certainly need it. 


It will be a “renovated” earth and we'll live there for a thousand years but in the eternal state of 
chapter 21, it's not a renovated earth, it's a recreated heaven and earth. It's a brand new one. 
The former things have passed away. A brand new environment: a new heaven, a new earth, a 
New Jerusalem coming out of heaven to the earth, a new presence of God. Everything will be 
brand new and time will be no more as we enter the eternal state.


And that eternal state is what we will read about here.  The Bible tells us that God has set 
eternity in the heart of men. He's put eternity in our hearts.


We want to look at chapter 21 verses 4 through 8. We read verses 1-8 last week but 
concentrated on verses 1-3,  today we are going to go a little deeper into verses 4 through 8. 


“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away. Then He who 
sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these 
words are faithful and true." And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 
He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 


But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death." 


We get a glimpse of heaven, kinda pull the curtain back and look into eternity. 


Last week we saw a new heaven, a new earth, a new Jerusalem, a new presence of God. 


And now as we continue, what John does is talk about heaven and it's described in a negative 
since.  


#1 Heaven is described using negatives in verse. 

#2 It is occupied voluntarily. Again, God  won't force you to go to heaven. 

#3 You can guarantee your reservation now. Meaning you can know that you're going to go to 
heaven when you die. 


Look with me at verse 4. Heaven is described with negatives, but it’s a good thing.  


"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." 


Interesting we are first told what heaven is not like, Remember last week he begins by saying, 
there will be no sea and we looked at that some

last week. 


But as I read on, I thought, there will be no more sea, but there are other things that wont be 
there either: death won’t be there, crying won’t be there, sorrow won’t be there. 


And I also find it interesting that of all the ways to describe heaven, we are first told of the 
things that aren't there.  


Heaven will be unlike anything we know, John tells us what it's not gonna be like because 
that's our frame of reference. 




Its not going to be like a lot of the things we know: We know sorrow, we know pain, we know 
death. 


Well, Its not going to be like that. 


It's like telling a person do you know what this is? do you what that is?  Well, it's not like either 
one of those things.


God said to the prophet Isaiah as recorded in chapter 65, I make a new heaven and a new 
earth, and the former shall not be remembered or come to mind. 


It's gonna be so different that it won't even come to mind.


When Paul was caught up into the third heaven and he saw and heard the glories of heaven, he 
came back and he said, I heard inexpressible words, unlawful for a man to utter. 


Things, so astounding they can't even be told. 


I can't even describe what it's like. There's no way to understand it. 


How do you describe a beautiful sunset to someone without sight? 


How do you describe beautiful music to someone who can’t hear?


How do you describe the eternal state to somebody who references everything from an earthly 
point of view.


By saying what it's not gonna be like. He will wipe away our tears, no crying, no sorrow, no 
death.


The day my Parents died. The day of their funeral. My family experienced Death, tears, sorrow.


All of our journeys have times of tears, tears of loneliness, tears of misfortune, tears of poverty, 
tears of sympathy, tears of remorse. He'll wipe away every tear. 


I think the point is: there's not going to be anything to cry about. There will be no more tears, 
because the former things  have passed away. 


We cry right now for lots of reasons. We're never completely satisfied this side of heaven. 
We're not meant to be satisfied. God set eternity in our hearts. 


No matter how much you have of whatever, it's still not enough. And it won't be.


But the eternal state is a whole new environment. All things are made new. 


Think of what that means to a believer that has put their trust in Jesus Christ, even if that 
believer is chronically ill, suffering, or facing death. 


Think of what that means, they know their eternity not include: tears, crying, suffering.


Look what else: No more death. Death is the worst of all curses, the last enemy Paul said is 
death, 1 Corinthians 15. No more death. 




With all the attention being given to this pandemic, Worldwide 593,000 infected 27,000 killed 
across 176 countries.  And its sad so many lives effected by this.  Everyday roughly 150,000 
people die on the planet.  Thats a million a week. 52 million a year pass into eternity.


But in the eternal state there will be no more death. 


Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15: when this corruptible, this body,  has put on incorruption and 
this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the thing that is written: death 
is swallowed up in victory.


A few weeks back we looked at chapter 20 verse 14: "Then Death and Hades were cast into 
the lake of fire." Death will die. There will be no more death. 


You'll never have to go to a cemetery again. You'll never have to be at a funeral again. Death 
will be no more. There will be eternal life.


Not only will everything become new, everything will stay new. 


We know now everything is decaying and wearing out. 


But there’s coming point when everything is new and it stays new forever.


It also says no sorrow. Do you ever get moody? Do you ever get depressed?  

I think everybody does. It's a common experience that we all have, we have have ups and 
downs, we face times of depression.  King David certainly did, and he wrote about his ups and 
downs in the Psalms. 


I praise God! I love Him! I think I want to die! All in the same psalm.  I can relate to David,   Can 
you?


Let me read Psalm 6, I am weary with my groaning, all night I make my bed swim, I drench my 
couch with my tears, my eye wastes away because of grief.


But theres coming a time. No moodiness, no depression, no anxiety. 


And then on the list it says there will be no more pain. 


I would guess most of our medicine cabinets have something in them to help with pain. There 
are some people that live with pain most of their waking hours. 


If you're without Christ, your without hope.


But if you're a believer, no matter what, you've only just begun to live. 


That's why Paul wrote, I consider the suffering of this present time not even worthy to be 
compared with the glory that will be revealed in us. 


Think of it: no hospitals, no funerals, no broken homes, no broken hearts, no rehabilitation 
centers, no cancer treatments, no Alzheimer's disease, no wheelchairs ever again. No more 
pain.


So heaven is described by what wont be there. 




And second, heaven is filled with those that want to be there. End of verse 5: "He said to me, 
"Write, for these words are true and faithful." And He said to me, "It is done!" "I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End." "I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely 
to him who thirsts." 


He won't force it on you. But if you're thirsty, you can drink. "He who overcomes shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, all liars shall have their part in 
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 


God says to John I have some faithful and true words to tell you.  Write these things down. 


And then he describes two classes of people in the future. 


The occupants of heaven and the non-occupants of heaven. 


Those who were included and those who were cast out. 


Who's gonna be in heaven? 


Notice how these occupants of eternity are described. They're described two ways. First of all, 
in verse 6, "him who thirsts." To get into heaven you have to be thirsty. That is, you have to see 
your need to drink from God's well. Just like Jesus said to the woman at the well of Samaria 
who was drawing water, whoever drinks of this water will thirst again but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give will never thirst. The water that I shall give him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing up into everlasting life. 


In John 7 Jesus said to the Jews in the temple in Jerusalem, if anyone is thirsty, let him come 
to Me and drink. Who's going to heaven? 


Those dissatisfied with their present life apart from Jesus Christ who are thirsty enough and 
they have a parched enough soul to want to get living water, spiritual drink. 


David said as a deer pants after the streams of water, so pants my soul after you O God. It's a 
person who pants after God. A person who is thirsty.


The second description of the occupants of heaven is in verse 7: "He who overcomes". Now 
who's that?


There are some people who think heaven is for everyone.


You don't really have to believe a certain way or do anything special; everyone just goes there.


Some think as long as your good outweighs your bad that gets you into heaven.


Heaven is promised to the overcomer. 


In the seven letters to the seven churches. Jesus said, he who overcomes. 


What does it mean to overcome? Overcome what? 




1 John 5: For whatever is born of God overcomes the world and this is the victory that is 
overcome the world, even our faith. So when you're born again, born of God by faith, you 
overcome. 


John goes on to say, He who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. It's faith in Christ alone 
and His provision alone that is the overcomer. 


He's the Son of God and the Savior. 


Then the outcasts are given in verse 8 and a list is given.


There's a list that identifies the character of those who are there.


First of all, the cowardly. I think this refers to a person who's unwilling to make a stand for 
Jesus Christ. They don't endure and that's one of the translations: those who don't endure. 
Remember Jesus said that there was a group of people like the seed that was sown on rocky 
soil that endure for awhile but, but at the first sign of trouble their out of here, they're gone. 
There was never that saving faith. They may have had an interest, but they never made a 
commitment to stand for Jesus Christ. They're described here as the cowardly. 


Jesus said if you abide, if you continue, in Me then you are My disciples indeed. 


Now this ought to put to rest any idea that there's a second chance after death. There's not. 
The chances are here and now. Also on the list, unbelieving. That is they lack saving faith that 
is demonstrated by their life. Notice also sexually immoral. Now again these are traits of people 
who make it a lifestyle. This is their habit. This is their pattern of life. They have not repented of 
these things. It's not that a person has to be perfect to get to heaven. This is the lifestyle 
description of these people. 


Then sorcerers are mentioned. Interesting word. Pharmacia. Thats where we get the word 
pharmacy from. And it means the using of drugs usually associated with the worship of another 
god. 


Then idolaters, those who give supreme devotion to anyone or anything else other than God. 


A liar is anyone that says one thing but does another.


Matthew 7:21-23

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 
name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness!’


Jesus said why do you call Me Lord, Lord, and you do not do the things which I say? 


As you look at verse 8, you might get a little worried, I've done some of those things.


I fit into some of these categories. 


Turn back with me to the book of 1 Corinthians chapter 6 verse 9: "Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor 



idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God."


Oh No... I've committed some of those. 

look at the next verse: "And such were some of you." He doesn't say and such are some of 
you. He's speaking to a group of believers: "And such were some of you." That's past tense. 
"But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God." 


Because we're in Christ and His blood has washed away all of those sins and that is not our 
lifestyle anymore. It's not a lifestyle in rebellion against God. We're in Christ.


Finally, we see that heaven is reserved presently.

It is occupied voluntarily, it's not by default, it's not by force, and heaven is reserved here and 
now presently. 


Verse 5 I think is the key to that: "Behold, I make all things new." That's in the present tense. It 
could be translated, behold, I am continually making all things new. 


God is in the business of making all things new. He does it in salvation and He will do it in 
creation later on. If any man is in Christ, Paul said, 2 Corinthians 5, he is what? A new creation. 
All things have passed away. Everything is become new. That's God's business. 


He takes a soul, a life, a thirsty, parched person who says I need Christ, and says, alright, come 
to Me. I'll remake you. I'll give you a brand new start, a brand new life. I'll make you a new 
creation. When He does that, then you're on the way to a new heaven and a new earth. 


Now since heaven is occupied voluntarily and reserved presently, let me ask you a question. 
Are you going there? 


Are you sure that you're going there?  If you haven't given it much thought, maybe now is a 
good time to start. Spend some time thinking about it.


Well I'm not a bad person. I mean, there are others that are worse then me.


Well there are others that are better than you, too. 


I'm not going to heaven because I'm good and I'm not going to heaven because I am a pastor. 


Jesus said unless a man is born again, he will never see the kingdom of God and He said that 
to a super religious guy---Nicodemus. A Pharisee in the Jewish religion was thought to be the 
closest to God. 


Jesus said Nicodemus, unless you are born again, you will never get to heaven. He didn't just 
suggest it , He didn't just say this was a good idea.    


He said you must be born again. 


Thats the only way to get to heaven. 


Some people say I'm a Christian, because I was born in America or I'm a Christian but I'm not 
one of them “born again christians.” 




According to Jesus Christ. If you are born again, you are a Christian. If you're a Christian, 
you're born again. 


It doesn't matter what group you associate with what denomination or non denomination, you 
must be born again. 


To put it another way, you have to be born spiritually, just like you were born physically.


A change of mind; a change of heart; a change of lifestyle. 


Behold I make all things new. God can make you new today. You say what do I have to do? 
Well Jesus said you have to come to Him. As many as received Him, to them He gave the 
power to become children of God. To those that believe in, rely on, adhere to His name. And 
when you do that, when you turn to Jesus Christ, when there's th change of heart, you'll 
become a new creation. And when you become a new creation in Jesus Christ, then you have 
a reservation, in the new heaven, and the new earth that will last forever. 


And that means one day you will be able to say Im finally home.


Some people accuse Christians of being so heavenly minded they're no earthly good. I think if 
you want to be any earthly good at all, you'll be heavenly minded. Because it reminds you how 
temporary all this stuff is. 


Remember the five-year-old boy from our illustration earlier, his answer on how to get to 
heaven he shouted out, “You gotta be dead!”


And in the second illustration,  “Now which would you rather be—the rich man or Lazarus?” 
One little fellow answered, “I would like to be the rich man until I die and then Lazarus 
afterwards.”


Being dead doesn’t guarantee heaven.

The riches of this world won’t get you into heaven.

And we might not get noticed for what we do for the Lord here.  

Remember we aren’t Home yet.


Face it. The day we step into eternity may come sooner than we think. We need to know not 
everyone is going to heaven. 


Some 2,000 years ago, the apostles Peter and John were preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to a large crowd in Jerusalem. Peter made a  statement that is just as true today as it was then,  
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 
which we must be saved”



