
Fear has certainly taken center stage for many during this pandemic,  but has always 
been around,  so many kinds of fear, fear of failure, the fear of failing at something or 
failing with someone.  

We are born sinners, meaning that we are  separated from God, we need redemption, 
so failure is in a way built into us.  The first time you tried to walk, you probably fell.  
When you first tried to talk the words dont come, Most things we try in live take time 
to learn.  Failure can be a part of learning, so we don’t want to give up. 
   

We have all let people down in your life. James put it this way in chapter 3 verse 2,  
for we all stumble in many things. That's probably not your go too verse, but it's 
there. We all stumble in many things, that's just part of our human nature.  
Regardless, it still hurts dealing with our failures. 

Peter’s message here in Acts chapter 2, Peter struggled with failure, spiritual failure. 
Jesus told Peter he would fail, Peter denied Jesus three times. The last time Peter 
denied Jesus, he went out and wept bitterly.   

But, Peter's failure was a pivoting point in his life. In many ways it made him more 
usable in ministry.   Jesus predicted that he would be strengthened again, he would 
be restored. Now this same Peter, the one who had failed the Lord, preaches the first 
sermon after pentecost. He will be the one who will lead the first Gentile, Cornelius  
to Christ. He will oversee the work and the spread of the gospel up into Samaria.  

We all struggle with failure at times, I struggled with failure. As aa preacher, When 
someone I know dies.  I think I didn't do enough to lead him or her to Christ. I should 
have tried harder. I should have been a better witness. 

But failure is something that the Lord can use to make us more effective in the 
future.  

If you were hearing Peter preach for the first time and you didn’t know his history, 
you didn’t know his past failures, you would think, this guy's good, he must be well 
Educated. 

Remember he is still the same fisherman from Galilee who struggled and failed.  

But here, and he's very articulate, he's very knowledgeable. He quotes scripture from 
the old testament,   Peter says, David, being a prophet, foresaw this event. And he 
quotes Psalm 16, you will not leave my soul in Hell, or suffer, or allow your Holy One 
to see corruption. David was speaking not of himself, but of Jesus,  

Peter says his tomb is still with us. You can go see it today.  



Peter goes on, this, Jesus, God has raised up of which we are all witnesses. Therefore, 
being exalted to the right hand of God and having received from the Father, the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he poured out this, which you now see and hear.  

The crowd at the beginning  said what is this? They're drunk with new wine, and Peter 
said, this is that which was spoken of by the prophet.  

Verse 34, for David did not ascend into the Heavens, quoting from Psalm 110, The 
Lord said to My Lord, Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool. 
Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus 
whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.  

The very same thing that Jesus quoted in Matthew 22 on the day the Pharisees and 
the  Sadducees came to Jesus, and they hit Him with a lot of difficult questions. 

And he answered them, but then he asked them a question. He said, what do you 
think of Messiah? Whose son is He? And they said, He is David's son. They believed 
traditionally that the Messiah will be the son of David, which is right.  

But then Jesus says,  well then how is it that David in the spirit calls him Lord? And he 
quotes Psalm 110. Lord said to My Lord, Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies 
Your footstool. 
So if David calls him Lord, Jesus said, how then, do you say He's David's son? And it 
says they didn't answer Him, and they didn't ask him any more questions?  

Jesus quoted it , here Peter quotes it.  

Therefore, let all the house of Israel assuredly know that God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.  

Now, when they heard this, they were cut to the heart. They were convicted by the 
Lord, of their sin.  

And they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall we 
do?  

A Call to repentance.  And Peter said to them, repent. Repent and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

So Peter's preaching the gospel and he does a great job.   Next he tells them what 
they need to do.  How to apply what they are hearing. 

Our goal should never be just more information. Our goal should be transformation.  
Peter’s goal is transformation.   We want to see change, thats what Peter wants and 
he calls them to make a choice. Repent and be baptized.  



He didn't say be baptized and repent, it's repentance first, and then baptism.  

Why? Because baptism is an outward sign of an inward change. Repentance, turning 
around, changing your mind, baptism is a picture of that as well as a step of 
obedience. 

Be baptized in the name of Jesus for the remission of sins and you shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  

They heard the rushing wind, them speaking in their own dialects, they wondered 
what this is. Some thought they were drunk,  

Peter says thats not it, but let me tell tell you what it is,  and then he preached the 
gospel, told them to repent, and he says, for the remission of sins, and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you, and your children, and to 
all who are a far off as many as the Lord, our God will call.  

Don’t you love that, if you call on the Lord today, that promise is also for you. As you 
call on the Lord, that same empowering is available to you today. And with many 
other words, he testified and exhorted them saying, be saved from this perverse 
generation. Now, that's the same word Jesus used in describing this world.  A perverse 
and crooked generation among whom you shine as lights in this world.  

And those who gladly received his word were baptized, and that day about 3,000 souls 
were added to them. The most I have baptized at one time was 4,  imagine 3000. 

And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship in the breaking 
of bread and prayers, then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles, and all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they sold their possessions and divided them up among all as 
anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple and breaking 
bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart 
praising God and having favor with all the people and the Lord added to the church 
daily those who were being saved.  

There's a lot in these verses, this picture of how the first church functioned. 

In verse 42, we have a list of priorities. First they continued steadfastly, in the 
Apostles' doctrine. Right off the bat they were a learning church.  

The word doctrine is one of those words that gets a bad rap.   I am not into doctrine, I 
just want to love Jesus.  



Doctrine means teaching and instruction. 

So how in the world will you love Him unless you are given good instruction on who He 
is and how to do it? Jesus said to the Pharisees, you are ignorant not knowing the 
scriptures nor the power of God. 

We see everyday in our society that bible doctrine, bible teaching is not tolerated. 

But they devoted themselves to the Apostles' doctrine. They were a learning church. 
Second, they were a loving church. Fellowship verse 42. They continued steadfastly in 
the Apostles' doctrine, and fellowship. Anyone know what the word is in Greek for 
fellowship?   

Koinonia.  

Koinonia, It is sharing in something with someone, or sharing with someone something 
that you have. Here's something I have, I'm going to share it with you, or I'm going to 
share in this activity with you. That's the idea of participation, fellowship. So they 
loved one another.  

We all have missed Fellowship with one another.  Youtube can't replace fellowship.  
Let’s get on youtube and have some fellowship! That doesn’t work. 

We need fellowship. We are told to assemble together for a reason. 

They devoted themselves to fellowship.  

They were a learning church, they were a loving church, and they were a  worshipping 
church. Notice what it says, and in the breaking of bread and in prayers. Breaking of 
bread, sharing communion together. And in prayers.  

Verse 47, praising God and having favor with all the people. When it says they were 
breaking bread, that’s not just communion. In those days, they shared what was 
called an agape feast.  

It included the Lord's Supper, but it also included bringing food together to share in a 
common meal together. Part of their fellowship was a sit down meal that included 
taking the elements of the Lord's Supper. Combining worship of God and fellowship 
with the body of Christ.  

Verse 43, fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through 
the apostles. Now all who believed were together and had all things in common. 
That's that same idea of fellowship. And they demonstrated that by selling their 
possessions and goods, and divided them among everyone as any one had need.  



So they certainly were a generous church. They combined their resources.  The 
weren’t  forced to do this.   

It was something they wanted to do, it's something the Lord laid on their heart. I have 
more than I need, I'm going to share it.  

Not everyone sold everything, it says continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from? House to house.  

So evidently, some people held on to their houses. Many did, but not all. Some 
maintained their homes for themselves, for their family, and allowed it to be used by 
the church for Bible studies, for fellowship.  

And then in verse 47, praising God and having favor with all the people and the Lord 
added to the church daily those who were being saved. Now, how did He do that?  

How did the Lord add to the church?  

You think the believers just sat around and waited for unbelievers to come to them?  

I believe they gave witness by their love for each other, but also by their words to the 
people in Jerusalem.  

The Lord added daily those who were being saved. They were reproducing other 
believers by their evangelism and by the Lord's favor. The Holy Spirit poured out. So 
the Lord added daily those who were being saved.  

This is a new covenant and the first day of the church, 3,000 souls are saved.  

Interesting fact,  the first day of the law being given on Mt. Sinai, 3000 people died in 
the camp of Israel.  

You know the story about the golden calf and the plague that went to the land on that 
day, 3,000 people died at the giving of the law. At the giving of grace, 3,000 were 
saved.  

The law kills. The law came by Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Now as we get into chapter 3 we get the details of  the first recorded miracle in the 
book of Acts performed by the Apostles.  

In chapter 2, it mentioned many signs and wonders.  But now we get some specifics. 

A miracle is humanly impossible, but for God simple.  



A miracle is when God decides to supersede natural law with His own law, which for 
Him is easy. 

My grandfather on my mother’s side was a recreational pilot.  Some of my earliest 
memories are of  going flying with him. Occasionally he would fly to El Paso to get 
radio work done and I got to go along.  Every time  he would see an airliner take off 
he would say Science triumphs again.   The law of gravity says If I drop something its 
going to  hit the ground.  

You look at these huge heavy jets, you think theres no way that can fly. Gravity says 
it's not going anywhere, but the other laws of thrust, propulsion, aerodynamics. You 
put those together in the right form, and you can get something extremely heavy off 
the earth and flying through the air. 

So certain laws in combination can supersede other natural laws.  

But a miracle is when God enacts supernatural law in the midst of a natural world.  

These are Apostles, Jesus said these will follow those who believe. That they will 
perform signs, and wonders, miracles in his name, so we're seeing the fulfillment of 
that. In verse 1, now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour. Now, Peter and John have no problem going to the Jewish 
temple to worship. They're believers in Jesus Christ, but they see no spiritual conflict 
going to worship in the synagogue or go into worship in the temple. 

And they probably would have continued going to the synagogues and the temple, but 
there came a time when they were expelled from Judaism. 

The church at first continued with mainstream Judaism until they were pushed out.  
They' going up to the temple. It’s the ninth hour, that's 3:00 in the afternoon.  

According to Jewish tradition, they would pray 3 times a day.  Evening morning and 
noon. We know Daniel went to his room, open his windows toward Jerusalem, and 
pray three times a day, which eventually got him some alone time in the lion’s den. 

So it's the hour of prayer, it’s 3:00 in the afternoon, and as they're going up,  a certain 
man, lame, (unable to walk), from his mother's womb, was carried and laid daily, at 
the gate of the temple, which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered 
the temple.  

It was a gate that separated the court of the women from the court of the men, or 
the court of Israel. There was this gate and then 15 steps that went down to the lower 
court, the court of the women. That's where they laid him every single day. Now, he 
was born this way.  He has never walked, he was always a beggar. 



Consider this, Jesus visited the temple, and he went through these gates. And it says 
this man was laid every single day at the gate.  So, Jesus probably passed him more 
then once. Jesus didn't heal him.  Jesus didn't heal everybody.  

In John chapter 5, he goes to the Pool of Bethesda. How many people does he heal? 
One.  

Yet, scripture says multitudes of sick people were there. What about them? What 
about their needs? What about their pain? Understand that healing is a sovereign work 
of God.  

God’s work, God’s timing. as Jesus walked by, he saw the man, but today's not the 
day.  

Now, this guy seeing Peter and John about to go in the temple asked for alms. So he's 
not looking for a miracle,  not expecting one. He just hoping for a few coins. And 
fixing his eyes on him with John, Peter said, look at us. So he gave them his attention 
expecting to receive something from them.  

Then Peter said, silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give to you. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. And he took him by the right hand 
and lifted him up, and immediately, his feet and ankle bones received strength.  

This is written by Luke. He's a doctor, he's writing about it from a medical 
perspective. But he says, silver and gold have I not, but such as I have, I give to you. 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. Wow.  

So maybe you can boast about your wealth, but where's the power?  

Peter said, I don't have silver and gold, but I'll give you what I have. And it was power 
in the Name of Jesus.  

Verse 7, peter took him by the right hand and lifted him up. Now that's faith. Anybody 
can say to somebody, be healed. Anybody can pray, and we should, but to put it all on 
the line, in a public place, to someone who has never been able to walk,  to reach out 
in faith and pull him up. 

Now, whose faith was it? It was Peter’s faith, not the lame man.  

I’ve heard people say “If you only had faith you'd be healed” “you're not healed 
because you don't have the right kind of faith”. or the “right amount of faith.”   

It’s not always the faith of the person, because the lame man didn’t have any faith. 
He wasn't even looking for a healing, he was just looking for a handout.  



And Peter had the faith to pull him up. Similar to the paralytic that was taken to see 
Jesus but, because the house was filled with people. So they took the tiles off the 
roof,  lowered the paralytic, down by a rope.  

You know what It says? It says, in seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, be of 
good cheer, your sins are forgiven. He didn't see the faith of the paralytic . He saw the 
faith of his friends. Enough said.  

Verse 8, so he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them 
walking and leaping. Can you imagine it? He's never been able to do this before. Now 
he's walking around, jumping up and down. Walking and leaping and ?  

Praising God. How often do we forget to give God the praise? 

Sometimes, we are all about the gift, and not the giver of the gift. We should always 
be thankful. 

He is praising God, and its mentioned again. 
All the people saw him walking and praising God verse 10, then they knew that it was 
he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  

I don't know if you've ever seen a real physical healing, I have. It’s one of the most 
amazing events I have ever experienced. 

This was a legitimate healing, and there was evidence. He was walking and leaping, 
and praising God. They all knew that he was the one.  

Now, as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran 
together to them in the porch, which is called  Solomon's porch. 

It's a place where Jesus would often teach, it's where many disciples would gather. 
Thousands of people could gather on the outer court, and  So when Peter saw it, he 
responded to the people, men of Israel, why do you marvel at this, or why do you look 
so intently at us as though we by our own power or godliness made this man walk?  

Here goes Peter again,  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He knows his 
audience. That's how a Jewish person refers to Yahweh. And not only that, glorified 
His servant Jesus.  

Peter addressing his audience which would have included scribes and Pharisees they 
would have known the servant songs in Isaiah that refer to the coming Messiah. 

And so this is the servant, Jesus, as prophesied by the Old Testament whom you 
delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate when he was determined to let Him 



go, but you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted 
to you. Peter’s not holding back. And verse 15 

And you killed the Prince of life. You killed the originator of life whom God raised 
from the dead of which we are witnesses. And through faith in His name has made this 
man strong whom you see and know.  

Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the 
presence of you.  

It wasn't the lame man's faith, it was Peter's faith, but even Peter doesn't take credit 
for it. God gave me the gift of faith to be able to see this miracle done. So it's by the 
name of Jesus, it's His power, and even the faith that I exhibited was a gift that God 
has given.  

Yet now brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as also did your rulers. But 
those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets that the Christ 
Messiah would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  

Repent, therefore, and be converted that your sins may be blotted out so that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord. And that he may send Jesus 
Christ, who was preached to you before whom Heaven must receive until the time of 
the restoration of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy 
prophets since the world began.  

For Moses truly said to the fathers, the Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from your Brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, and whatever He says to 
you.  

And it shall be that every soul that will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly 
destroyed from among the people. Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel, and those 
who follow as many as have spoken have also foretold these days. You are the sons of 
the prophets and of the covenant, which God made with our fathers saying to 
Abraham and in your seed, all the families of the earth will be blessed.  

He’s quoting Moses in Deuteronomy chapter 18, God will raise up another prophet like 
me. Now, since Moses said that in Deuteronomy 18, They have been looking for a 
Messiah prophet. The Lord will raise up another prophet like me. and that was 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

We see that when John the Baptist is baptizing by the Jordan River? They said, are 
you Elijah? Because the Bible says Elijah is coming before Messiah comes. And then a 
the second question? Are you that prophet that Moses predicted the Lord will raise up? 

verse 26, God having raised up His servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you in turning 
away every one of you from your iniquities.  



A we finish chapter 3, our eternity hinges on this. 

God sent Jesus Christ to turn people away from their sins, to save people from their 
sins.  

God spoke through Moses, God spoke through the prophets, but God has finally spoken 
through Jesus. His Messiah, The Lord, The Lord whom The Lord spoke about, the 
prophet that Moses predicted.  

God spoke in times past, God has once and for all spoken through his son Jesus. In 
other words, when it comes to salvation, God has nothing more to say. Jesus is the 
final word. In the beginning, it was the Word, the Word was with God, God was the 
Word, or the Word was God. Jesus is God's final word on salvation.  

I hope Jesus is the final word in your life. I hope that you have repented of your sins 
and turned to Jesus, and received him as your Savior. I hope that you're not trusting in 
religion, I hope you're not trusting in your works, I hope you're not trusting in your 
parents believes,  but that you're trusting in the person of Jesus and the personal 
work of Jesus for you.  I hope and pray that for you.  

Father, as we close this morning, help us to realize that even in our failures you can 
use us.  The Holy Spirit speaking through us words with great power and conviction, 
and even miracles.  

Jesus is the one to turn people away from their sin. Father, watching or hearing this 
message and you haven’t put your trust in Jesus Christ personally, surrendered your 
life to him, I pray they would do that right now. this moment.  

So as we're about to end with a song.  Consider all you have heard, repent of your sin 
and put you trust in Jesus.  While there is still time. 

You can contact Pastor Steve through our website trinityhighrolls.org 


