
Little Mountain Church House 

Sanctuary 

Thanks you Mark and Lois for leading us in worship. 

Welcome to Trinity Baptist Church Early Morning Service 

We will be leading communion at after the message.  So if you havent already get 
some bread or crackers, and some juice.  

Father, thank you for the Word that does the work of God in the hearts your people. 

Help us engage in the words that we hear, the words that we read, the thoughts your 
Holy Spirit is going to give us, that is our reasonable service. Certainly the wisest 
thing for us to do. 

Feed us, teach us, equip us to speak your word, to share truth, to encourage others, 
to receive knowledge, and put that knowledge into action. 

In Jesus' name. Amen.  

As we are introduced to Jesus the Messiah in the gospels.   The one predicted in the 
Old Testament.  

He is the main character. He fulfilled all the promises made in the Old Testament.  In 
the gospels, we get to see what He does. We get to hear what He says. He tells of His 
upcoming death, but thats not the end of the story is it?  He says I'm going to rise 
three days later.  

We just recently celebrated passion week when  
Jesus is betrayed,  
Jesus dies on a cross,  
then just as He said, He is raised from the dead.  
But, then he leaves. He, ascends into heaven.  

And we are told  He vanished out of their sight.  I am so glad thats not the end of the 
story. 

Acts is the sequel to the gospels. 

Luke the doctor, the writer of the gospel of Luke  and the Acts of the Apostles. 



Today we might call it a two volume set, part one the origins of Christianity and part 
two the development of the early church.  

The Gospel of Luke, Parallels the gospel of Matthew and the gospel of Mark..  

But the sequel is in the book of Acts, because it says in verse one, the former account 
that I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day 
in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom he had chosen.  

.  

Right off he mentions a guy named Theophilus. So keep your place here in Acts and 
lets take a quick look at Luke chapter one. The gospel of Luke chapter one, verse 
one: in as much as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things 
which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who, from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, delivered them to us. It seemed good to me 
also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to 
you an orderly account most excellent Theophilus.  

Same author, writing to the same person. That you may know-- verse four-- the 
certainty of those things in which you were instructed.  

Luke, as a doctor, he’s smart, he’s articulate.  

He pays special attention to the healings of Jesus-- he sees things that only a doctor 
would notice. You can tell  by his style of writing that he has a medical background. 

Luke was a Greek physician. He directed his writings to Theophilis, but the Holy Spirit 
used it to give an accurate account of the life of Jesus, the Gospel of Luke, and then 
the account of the early church.  

The former account that I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began to do and 
teach until the day he was taken up, after he through the Holy Spirit had given 
commandments to the apostles whom he had chosen.  The work of Christ is not over.  

The gospel of Luke is what Jesus began to do and to teach. 

In Acts  Jesus continues to do and Jesus continues to teach.  

We know at this point,  He has left, He has ascended into heaven.  

How can Jesus continue to do and teach anything if He’s gone if He has ascended into 
heaven?  



Because of the promise, the promise of the Holy Spirit. I'm leaving, but thats a good 
thing, because if I go,  I can send the helper to you.  

When I send the Helper, the Holy Spirit,  He is going to teach you all things.  

So the implication is that the book of Acts is not a closed book. When we get to the 
last chapter, its really not over.  It's still going on, because Jesus is still working  in the 
lives of his people. The Holy Spirit is still with us, the Holy Spirit indwells us, He 
empowers us.  

This book is often called the Acts of the Apostles, but it could it could be called the 
Acts of the Holy Spirit.  

Because it says, which He began to do and to teach until He was taken up after He, 
through the Holy Spirit, had given commandments to the apostles whom He had 
chosen.  

The work of salvation was finished on the cross.  

The unfinished work of Jesus continues through the each generation. The ones before 
us, in our generation and generations to come. 

verse three--  He presented Himself to whom (the apostles)  He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs. Being seen by them during 
40 days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.  

40 days after Jesus rose from the dead until the time He ascended into heaven, He is 
teaching His disciples. He continues teaching them, and speaking to them about 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. And being assembled together with them, He 
commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father. Which He said, you have heard from Me.  

“Many infallible proofs”. The disciples were absolutely convinced that Jesus was who 
He said He was. That He is the Son of God. Just as He claimed to be and as evidenced 
by His Resurrection from the dead. 

But then after Jesus rose from the dead, they saw all these infallible proofs. Things 
that they experienced, if one person experiences something, or claims to experience 
something, how do you know thats what really happened?  

So if somebody tells something unbelievable, you will probably have your doubts.     

But if two people tell you or 6 or or 8 people tell you they saw them thing  at the 
same time. There’s got to be something to this. 



If everybody sees the same thing and experiences the same thing at the same time-- 
that gives it a lot of credibility. 

So Jesus appeared and taught His disciples, but Paul said, not only that, but He 
appeared to over 500 after His resurrection at one time. So you can say, well, if only  
Peter  and John saw this maybe they were just imagining things.  

But if all 12 said, we also saw Him.  And then you get 500 that say, we all saw Him on 
this day, at this place, saying these things.  

Infallible proofs involve the senses. Seeing, hearing, touching, even tasting. 

On a couple of occasions. Jesus showed up in the room were they were meeting He 
didn’t use a door or come in a window. 

He just appeared.  

They saw that together. He ate a meal with them. So they tasted what He gave to 
them.  He spoke to them. So they're hearing with their own ears His words.  

Thomas touched the wounds of Jesus after the resurrection. These are infallible 
proofs.  

John the apostle, experienced them. He wrote in first John chapter one, verse one, 
that which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon and our hands have handled concerning the 
word of life. And what we have seen and heard, we testify unto you. 

So for 40 days Jesus showed up, taught them, ate with them, spent time with them,  

Verse four, being assembled together with them he commanded them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father. Which he said, you have 
heard from me. For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now.  

Before His death Jesus gave The great commission, Go into all the world, and and 
preach the gospel to every creature.  

And now His been crucified, buried, raised from the dead.  He’s everything He 
claimed to be.  God in human flesh.  

I think all these witnesses were  ready to go. Ready to get after it. 



So Jesus says, go, but not yet. Verse four, being assembled together He commanded 
them not to go. Not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father which He said, you have heard from me.  

Wait, for the Holy Spirit to baptize them in the body. Fill them with the boldness. 
Give them the necessary equipment to do the job.  

So Jesus is commissioning them to go out into all the world. But don't go yet, wait, He 
says, until you are filled with power from on high. The filling of the Holy Spirit, the 
necessary equipment to do the job.  

Therefore, verse six, when they had come together they asked him saying, Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? And He said to them, it is not for you to 
know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  

Jesus tells them to go into all the world, but now wait until you get filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  

There response, Are you going to restore the kingdom of Israel now? That has nothing 
to do with what Jesus is telling them here. 

Its not the first time they get off subject, 

At the Mount of Transfiguration Moses and Elijah's transfigured with Jesus, and Peter 
goes it's good that we're here. Let's build three monuments right now.  

And God the Father has to interrupt Peter's, this is my beloved Son. Listen to Him. Be 
quiet and listen to Him.  

The time Jesus mentioned that He was going to the cross to die. And so they asked 
Him, who's going to be the greatest in the kingdom?  

Its easy for us to get off topic make everything about us, about what we want. 

And even the  apostles, after the Resurrection. Not yet filled with the Spirit.   They're 
still growing. They're not perfect. That makes me feel a little better, that means that 
still hope for me.  

I get where they are coming from,  understand their question. They're Jewish-- they 
were raised believing that the messiah is going to come and establish a kingdom.  

There are several passages in the Old Testament that describe the kingdom. That talk 
about the coming of the Holy Spirit in conjunction with the kingdom of Messiah on the 
earth.  



That he would pour out his Spirit on the inhabitants of Israel. 

Are you going to now restore the kingdom to Israel?  

It's shouldn’t be about when, it should be about what.  

Jesus, says  I have a job for you. 
Don’t worry about when is the kingdom going to be restored? 

And that's what Luke's been telling us. This is what Jesus began to do and to teach, 
but now He's going to do it through the Holy Spirit through the lives of the apostles.  

He refocuses their thinking, He says it's not for you to know times or seasons which 
the Father has put in His own authority. ....but you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  

We naturally want to know whats next?    When will we be able to assemble together 
again?   

Information can be good,  But we need transformation to do what God wants us to do 
right now.  

In our study of Revelation that we just finished. We saw how important it is to live 
expecting Jesus to come at any moment. The imminent return of Christ.  

We are not to just sit back and wait for Jesus to show up.  Jesus said to be busy about 
His business.  His business is essential and its never on lockdown. 

Occupy until I come, our Lord said. So once again he says, but you shall receive 
power. That's why you need to stay, until you get this power. When the Holy Spirit, the 
powerful one, has come upon you. And you shall be witness-- -- to me in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.  

Verse 8 these are the words of Jesus. Jesus is providing for us the outline of the book 
of Acts.  

Chapters one through  seven is the gospel witness going to Jerusalem.  

Chapters eight and nine, the gospel witness going to Judea and Samaria.  

Chapter 10 through the end of Acts, the gospel witness going to the ends of the earth, 
all the way to the heart of the world at that time, Rome.  

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, unto the ends of the earth.  



So the message of Acts is showing us how the powerful message of the gospel goes out 
in ever widening circles. The pattern here is how God operates in many of our life’s, 
in ever widening circles.  

Its starts with salvation, telling family and friends, coworkers, strangers.... 

Geographically, High Rolls, otero county, New Mexico, America, the world 

The book of Acts records the events that take place in about a 30 year period.  AD 33 
to AD 63.  

As we continue our study in Acts we are going to read some pretty miraculous things. 

And as a church we need to get back to the book of Acts, and we need to see the 
miracles they saw.  

But we also need to remember that this is 30 years of church history. The book of Acts 
records about 30 miracles, that's an average of about a miracle a year.  

So don’t get caught up thinking we’re not seeing enough miracles today.  

Miracles are the sovereign work of God in His own timing, and for His own pleasure.  

Verse nine. Now, when He had spoken these things while they watched-- He was taken 
up. And a cloud received Him out of their sight.  

And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men 
stood by them in white apparel. Who said, men of Galilee why do you stand gazing up 
into heaven?  

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 
as you saw Him go into heaven.  

Jesus Christ will return as He left. He will return personally. He will return visibly. He 
will return wonderfully. But first He will first come for his church. We call that the 
catching away or the rapture, first Thessalonians chapter four, in which Jesus comes 
close to the earth in the clouds. Not all the way down to the earth. We will rise to 
meet him.  

But one day he is coming all the way back down to the earth as we just recently 
studied in Revelation chapter 19, the second coming when every eye will see Him. 
Every eye, not just the church taken up to meet him, every eye shall see him. And 
will come with Him at that second coming.  

His return, according to these two men, is like His leaving. It's personal, it's visible, 
and Jesus left from--  verse 12-- the Mount of Olives.  



Zechariah chapter 14 says in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives.  

Verse 12 then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olivette, or the Mount of 
Olives-- which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey.  

And when they had entered, they went into the upper room where they were staying. 
Peter, James, John. Peters always mentioned first and Judas Iscariet is always last.  
Of course Judas Iscariot isn't mentioned here.   

Peter, James, John, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and  Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.  

Then notice what it says, these all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication with the women, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
Now, there's a lot here. Lets look at a couple of things.  

Mary the mother of Jesus, is mentioned specifically and rightfully so, 
But its also the last mention of Mary in the bible.  

Then it mentions  His brothers.  

Who are his brothers? In Mark chapter six four of them are mentioned. James, Joses-- 
another name for Joseph-- Judas-- different than the other two Judases that are 
disciples-- and Simon.  

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, but after  He was born,  Joseph and Mary had 
more children. At least four boys, and two girls. 

Jesus had some half brothers and half sisters. 

And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, all together the number 
of names was about 120. And he said, men and brethren this scripture had to be 
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas. 
Who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. Peter is a fisherman, no formal 
education, just a common person,  

See how he used scripture here. He's quoting from, Psalm 69 and Psalm 109, and 
places it together to show that it has been fulfilled.  

Where did that come from?  How was he able to do that?  



Well, first we are told in Luke chapter 24 after the Resurrection it says that Jesus 
opened their understanding that they might comprehend the scriptures. That would 
certainly help. Have you ever read something and all of a sudden you go, Now I get it. 

Well, Jesus did that for his earthly followers, so that they could understand the Old 
Testament scripture and how it is fulfilled in Christ. So he opened up their 
understanding that they might comprehend the scriptures and two, Jesus had been 
with them 40 days teaching them about the Kingdom of God. Personal bible studies 
with Jesus. That would expand their knowledge a little bit.  

Since Jesus ascended into heaven, for 10 days they've had some time to search the 
scriptures for themselves. So Jesus opening up their minds, Jesus personally teaching 
them. 

In a short time Peter has gone from a fisherman from Galilee. A simple man, a blue 
collar worker, to a theologian. 

Peter understands, whatever scripture you find in the Old Testament has to be 
fulfilled.  

Also scripture has human authors. He says, David wrote these things. But a third thing 
Peter pointed out is was it was inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

So Holy Spirit inspired David, and the Scripture has to be fulfilled. So now he's quoting 
it.  

For he was numbered with us and obtained a part in this ministry. Now, this man 
purchased a field-- this is Judas-- with the wages of iniquity. And falling headlong, he 
burst open in the middle and his entrails gushed out. Pretty graphic picture, Couldn't 
you just say he died? 

Remember Peter's background is a fisherman. 

And became known to all dwelling in Jerusalem. So the field is called, in their own 
language, Akel Dama, that is the field of blood. For it it is written in the book of 
Psalms let his dwelling place be desolate and no one live in it, and let another take 
his office.  

Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day when he 
was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His 
resurrection. And they proposed two: Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed 
Justus, and Matthias.  



The early church, the first meeting that they had after the ascension, this report 
about of Judas Iscariot.  

The suicide of an apostle. Here you have a follower of Jesus, one whom Jesus chose 
to follow him closely, intimately. He had the opportunity that only 12 human beings 
ever had, and he was an unbeliever. He is called the son of perdition.  

Jesus said, have not I chosen 12 of you, and one of you is a devil? For it says Jesus 
knew who would betray him. But now they're dealing with this, and they feel the need 
to replace Judas in his apostolic office. 

And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was numbered with the 
11 apostles.  

Next week we will start with 2 questions 

Was Matthias the right choice? 

And is the office of apostle still valid today? 

Father, thank you for your word. Thank you for your Holy Spirit working through 
common men and women in High Rolls, Otero County, New Mexico and the ends of the 
earth. 

Lord, thank you that we can be filled with your Spirit. The Helper can work in and 
through us, and Your Word can go out starting right here in our community.  May You 
use us, in our families, with our friends, at our workplace.  

In Jesus' name. Amen. 


