
Acts 2 



As preachers, we’re often told not to get too sentimental about 
motherhood because its not the same for everybody. 

for some, motherhood is an accident, and not always a welcome one; 

for some, biological motherhood isn’t possible;  

Not everyone had mothers that were all that nice, 

And even under the very best of circumstances motherhood is not 
always abed of roses. 

Some don’t know who there mother was. 

Some find out later in life who there biological mother was. 

Some of our mothers have already died.   

Some may have mother’s  that are sick. 

We are not all in the same boat. 

I found a quote.  To become a (mother) is not so difficult; on the 
other hand, be-ing a (mother) is very much so!) 

So, why bother with Mothers’ Day at all? I’ll tell you why —— 
because for all its stumbling blocks, pitfalls and broken dreams, for 
all the soiled diapers, dirtied walls and messed up plans, we’re 
talking about a beautiful,  natural part of God’s creative plan to bring 
love and caring to light. Motherhood is the gift of love and caring 
that we need no matter how old we are.    

Trinity Family honors all mothers on this your special day. 
Thank you for all you do! 



Father, thank you for for our mothers, and bless them. 

As we come before you let us come as living sacrifices, and let us present our 

bodies to you. Your Word tells us that is  our spiritual act of worship,  and its not 

an unreasonable request, in light of all the mercies and blessings you have given 

to us, which includes our mothers.  

So help us to pay attention, help us to listen and to process the message You 

have for us this morning. 

Step by  step conform us into the image of Your Son. 

In Jesus name, Amen.  

As we finished Acts 1 last week, I told you we would look at 2 questions to 

before we jump into Acts 2. 

Those questions are. 

Was Matthias the right choice? 

Is the office of the apostle still valid today. 

So first Matthias was he the right choice? 

When the disciples decided to replace Judas, The requirements were that the 

man had to have been with them the entire time of Jesus’ ministry, and to have 

been a witness of the resurrection and ascension.   The remaining 11 disciples 

proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas, and Matthias.  After that they 

prayed for the Lord’s direction, and then cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias. 

Was this the Lord’s choice? Some think that Paul, not Matthias, was God’s 

choice for the 12th apostle. They reason that Jesus had told the apostles to wait 

for the coming of the Holy Spirit and that casting lots is not how the disciples 

should have made the decision. They also point out that Matthias is never again 



mentioned in the New Testament, as opposed to Paul who we all know became 

very prominent in the early church.  

Casting lots was a biblically allowed method of making a decision. Well, Matthias 

is never again mentioned in the New Testament, the same can be said for a lot 

of the other 11 apostles.  

Church history records that Matthias died as a martyr for Christ, as did all of the 

other apostles, except for John.  

So even though,  Paul was definitely more prominent than Matthias, but Paul 

was more prominent than most of the 12 apostles. 

So, this side of heaven we can’t for sure. 

God is sovereign, and again, the Bible nowhere condemns Matthias being 

chosen for the 12th apostle. 

So, what name will be written on the 12th foundation in the heavenly New City 

Jerusalem?  I guess we will have to wait to see? 

Second, Concerning the office of the apostle. 

During the first century of the church, there was an office of apostle and there 

was a spiritual gift of apostle.  

The office or position of apostle was held by the 12 disciples of Jesus plus 

Matthias, who took Judas’ place, and Paul.  

Those who held the office or position of apostle were chosen specifically by 

Christ. 

These men were given the task of setting up the foundation of the church. It 

should be understood that it was for the universal church that these men were a 

part of the foundation. 

There was also a spiritual gift of apostle (not to be confused with the office—

they are different. 



 Among those who had the spiritual gift were James, Barnabas, Timothy and 

Apollos. 

This group had the gift of apostleship but not the apostolic "office" conferred 

upon the Twelve and Paul.  

Those who had the gift of apostle, they carried the gospel message with God’s 

authority.  

The word "apostle" means "one sent as God’s delegate."  

This was true of those who held the office of Apostle (like Paul) and those who 

had the spiritual gift (like Apollos). We have people like that today who are sent 

by God to spread the gospel. 

And its probably best not to refer to them as apostles because so many are not 

aware of the two different uses of the term apostle. It can cause confusion. 

Acts chapter 2 verse Verse 1. "When the day of Pentecost had fully come they 

were all in one accord in one place." The last time we saw the apostles in the 

gospels these guys were unlearned and ignorant fishermen from Galilee, but 

now you read that they're bold. They sound articulate. They sound 

knowledgeable of scripture.  

You know, somethings has happened to them.  

So, what did happen to them? 

Number one a new presence, and number two a new power. The new presence 

was the resurrected Christ. They saw Jesus alive after His death. That changed 

them forever. But then also a new power, the Holy Spirit coming upon them and 

empowering them, the Holy Spirit fills them and they go out into the world.  



So when the day of Pentecost had fully come--  Pentecost, literally refers to the 

50th day after the wave of the sheaf offering of first fruits as spoken about in 

Leviticus 23. It comes after Passover. And it is one of the three major festivals 

that Jews were required to attend each year, in the temple before the Lord. 

The day of Pentecost had fully come. Pentecost becomes  the Birthday of the 

the church.  Jesus said I will build My Church and the gates of hell will not 

prevail against it.  

The promise is coming true. This is when the Holy Spirit baptizes them into the 

body of Christ and fills them with power. And extraordinary things will take place 

and you'll see them.  

I think we all want to experience whatever the Lord has for us, the idea that the 

Lord might want to give us some new direction, some new gifts, some new 

adventure.  

We want to experience more of the power of the Holy Spirit in our life. And I 

hope that some of the things we study the book of Acts, we will  see them in 

your own lives.  

You start talking abut being filled with the Holy Spirit and some folks oh, so 

you're one of those crazy people, raising and waving your hands and dancing 

around. 

or you cant get all excited because” all things need to be done decently and in 

order”.  

I think the key is balance. 

I do believe from the scripture that there is a legitimate filling and empowering 

where He gives gifts that are mentioned in the Bible today.  

But I also believe that it should be done decently and in order, and that there 

should be organization.  

We need the word, we also need to Spirit,  thats how we grow.  



So let's study the the word, let’s be open to the filling of the Holy Spirit, and let's 

grow up,  grow in God's power and grow in God's grace.  

They were all in one place. 

They were all together in harmony with each other in one place. And suddenly, a 

sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house 

where they were sitting. And there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire 

and one sat on each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak with other tongues as the spirit prompted them or gave them 

utterance."  

On the day of Pentecost, the early church, 120 of them in an upper room, 

experienced this three ways. 

They heard it, They saw it and they voiced it. 

First of all, They heard something, and it was the sound like a  mighty rushing 

wind.  

It wasn’t windy.  It was a sound. They heard something. It was a sound as of 

rushing mighty wind. It could have been perfectly calm, but, they heard this 

sound.  

Now why a rushing mighty wind?  The word in Hebrew for wind is the same 

word for Spirit. And in Greek, the word for wind is the same word for Spirit.  

Same word, spirit and wind.  

In the Greek language, same principle. Spirit in Greek is Pneuma or Pneumatos. 

And it is also the same word for breath or wind. So they hear something. A 

sound of a rushing mighty wind. And it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting, so that got their attention. Then, here's the second phenomenon. Then, 

there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire. So don't think that they were 

getting burned. It's what they saw,  divided tongues as of fire and sat upon each 

of them.  



Why fire? Sometimes fire was used as a symbol of God's presence. What did 

Moses see in Exodus 3? He walked by something that was a burning bush. It 

was burning but not consumed. And the angel of the Lord spoke to him through 

that Bush. Said, take your shoes off, your on holy ground.  

On Mt. Sinai when God spoke and gave the law, there was lightning, and 

thunder, and fire, and smoke, a symbol of the presence of God.  

God directed the children of Israel by a pillar of fire at night for 40 years through 

the wilderness? Symbols the Jewish people would be  familiar with. Wind and 

fire, a symbol of the presence of God, a symbol of the Spirit of God. "And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit."  

What happened at Pentecost never happened in this way again.  

This is birth of the Church. Day one of the Church. God is getting ahold of this  

group of 120 believers.  

And it says, "They were all filled with the Holy Spirit." All 120, including Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, including Mary and Martha, including the Twelve Apostles. 

"They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. And they began to speak with other 

tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem, Jews, devout men from every nation 

under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and 

they were confused because everyone heard them speak in his own language." 

His own his own dialect.  

Now Galileans-- these hicks from Galilee-- uneducated, country folks. 

They're not only speaking other languages. They're speaking in direct dialects of 

people who have come to the Feast of Pentecost, Jewish people, who are from 

all over the known world. And some of the places it's at least a  three day 

journey to Jerusalem. 

So, how is it that these Galileans are able to speak our dialect?  



And it says Verse 7, "They were amazed and marveled saying to one another, 

look, are not all these who speak, Galileans? And how is it that we hear each 

one in our own language in which we were born-- Parthian, Medes, Elamites, 

those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia. Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and parts of Libya joining Cyrene, visitors from Rome 

both Jews and Prosylites, Cretans--" that's from the island of Crete-- "and Arabs. 

We hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  

They are speaking in known languages on the day of Pentecost.  

The difference between the tongues in Acts 2 and the tongues in 1 Corinthians 

14-- Acts 2 understandable languages. Acts Chapter 14, unable to understand 

those languages without a special gift of the Spirit called the gift of the 

interpretation of tongues.  

There are similarities but there are differences in the 1 Corinthians 14 gift of 

tongues and the Acts Chapter 2.  Acts Chapter 2 is a non-repeatable event. It is 

the day of Pentecost, day one of the Church. These tongues are in known 

languages to get the attention of outsiders.  

The 1 Corinthians 14 gift of tongues is not for outsiders. In fact, Paul says if 

somebody is in your assembly who is unlearned, they don't get it they're an 

unbeliever, and they hear you speak in tongues, they're going to think you're 

nuts. They're going to think you're crazy. Now why would they think you're 

crazy? Well, because it's a language that you don't understand, that they don't 

understand.  

Paul says whoever speaks in an unknown tongue does not speak to man but he 

speaks to God. But on Pentecost they understand their language.  

And what people hear is Verse 11, Cretans, Arabs we hear them speaking in our 

own tongues the wonderful works of God. What they hear is not preaching. 

What they hear is praising. Now this does fit 1 Corinthians 14 which is 

something that is given to the Church, the ability to speak in a tongue which is a 

prayer or a praise to God. There's no such thing, according to the Bible, as a 

message in tongues.  



Again, 1 Corinthians 14:2, "Whoever speaks in an unknown tongue does not 

speak to men but speaks to God. No one understands him but in the Spirit he 

speaks mysteries." So an interpretation of a tongue is going to sound like 

somebody magnifying the Lord, praising the Lord, or praying to the Lord. It's 

directed to God, not to man. So they're hearing praise.  

Verse 12, "They were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another whatever 

could this mean? Others mocking--" there's always some in the crowd.  

They're full of new wine. 

When mockers can’t deal with an issue intellectually, they often resort to 

attacking the person.  “Oh, they're just a bunch of idiots”,  

You've got Jews from all over the known world from Iran, from Iraq, 

Mesopotamia area, Tigris, Euphrates River Valley. There are Jews who have 

come to Jerusalem. You have some from North Africa, Libya, Cyrene, etc., 

Egypt. You have some as far as Rome. You have some from Asia Minor. All 

these areas mentioned are from Asia Minor.  

They’re about to hear the gospel. Many of them are going to get saved. They are 

going  to believe in Jesus Christ,  

They’re going to be taking the gospel with them as they head back home. 

Thats explains why when Paul visited some areas, he would find believers 

already there. 

Jesus told us to go into all the world, and preach the gospel, but what do you do 

if the world comes to you? Thats a pretty good strategy in reaching the world.  

It makes me think of thee impact The ESL ministry has.   All these different 

people touched by this ministry,  many have gone back to their home countries.  

So crowds mocking saying they're drunk, full of new wine. Now you're about to 

hear the first sermon ever preached, and it's preached by none other than Peter. 



The guy who said a lot of stupid things,  Peter? The guy who denied Jesus 

Peter? Yes this same Peter..  

Jesus told, Peter, Satan has been asking for you. He wants to sift you like wheat. 

But I prayed for you, Peter, and when you are restored, strengthen your 

brethren.  

Jesus promised Peter that he would fail because he's being attacked, but he 

would be restored. And Jesus in John 21 restored him. Peter, do you love me? 

Feed my sheep.  

Now we see Peter filled with the Holy Spirit after seeing the resurrected Lord. 

And Peter, the fisherman, the one who denied even knowing Jesus is now 

preaching to thousands. And what a sermon. 

Proclaiming the gospel and a call to repent. The gospel which included the 

death, burial, Resurrection, and Exultation of Christ.  

Then there's an exhortation to repent and be baptized. So he's going to not just 

give information, he's going to call for transformation. And you'll see this 

throughout the book of Acts.  

Heres it is. 

"Peter standing up with the 11 raised his voice and said to them, Men of Judea 

and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and heed my words. For 

these are not drunk as you suppose since it's only the third hour of the day. 

(9 o'clock in the morning)."  These guys aren't drunk. 

"But this is what was spoken by the prophet."  

Whenever we  practice something as a Christian and people say, well, why do 

you do that?  

Here's the wrong answer.  Thats how we have always done it. Thats what my 

parents or grandparents, said,   thats what my church believes.  



Those are not good  to why you do what you do.  

The answer should be a scriptural answer.  

“This” is that which was spoken of by the prophet.  

Be able to point to scripture for what you believe in or what you do.  

And that's just what Peter does. He points to the scripture and says, this is that 

or this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel, and it shall come to pass in the 

last days,  God says , that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and 

your daughters shall prophesy. Your young men shall see visions. Your old men 

shall dream dreams."  

Peter said that they were in the last days, 2,000 years ago. The last days began 

at the first coming of Jesus and ends at the second coming.  

The true Church has always believed the Lord will come back and sees it as 

imminent, because Jesus  said He's coming back. 

John Chapter 2 Verse 18, Little children, it is the last hour. And you have heard 

that the Antichrist is coming, but many Antichrist have already come whereby 

we know it is the last hour.  

I believe we're in the last part of the last days. The Lord could come back at any 

moment.  

Something else-- I love this. He's quoting Joel Chapter 2, and He says your sons 

and daughters-- also in Verse 17, your young men will see visions, your old men 

shall dream dreams. 

The large part of christians get saved  at a young age.  

And think about it, the young have more energy. And they don't have all the 

hangups that we have when we get older.  



The older you get the  have more hangups you tend to have. You get set in your 

ways.  I find myself even becoming like that.  

And so, yes, there are young and old, but thank God for the energy, the vision, of 

the next generations. 

Verse 18, "And on my menservants and on my maidservants,--"  it's not just 

male, it's male and female. Menservants and maidservants. "I will pour out my 

Spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in heaven 

above and signs on the earth beneath. Blood, fire, vapor of smoke, the sun will 

be turned into darkness, the moon into blood before the coming of the great and 

awesome day of the Lord."  

A preview of what's really going to be poured out in the end of the last days 

before the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  

That phrase, "the day of the Lord," is a reference to the return of Christ. And the 

day of the Lord includes Tribulation, and Great Tribulation, and Jesus coming 

back, and  the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom. "And it shall come to pass 

that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  

What do you have to do to be saved? We've got to call on the name of the Lord. 

Some people, say you have to be baptized in our church.  

You have to be member in good standing of our church, or keep certain 

covenants.  

The thief on the cross who said,  ”remember me when you come into your 

kingdom” Jesus  said today you'll be with Me in Paradise.  

He just called out His name, remember me when you come into your Kingdom. 

Whoever calls on the name of the Lord, that is an act of faith. 

Repentance is a part of faith, turning from and turning to God.  



"Men of Israel,  Hear these words, Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to 

you."  

Peter is speaking to an audience of Jews.  

They have been looking for a messiah for thousands of years. 

Peter's wants the Jewish audience to know why Jesus Christ is the Messiah. He 

does this with proofs.  

Number one, His signs and wonders. His miracles. His works. "Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which 

God did through Him in your midst as you, yourselves, also know."  

You might ignore us or say we're drunk. But you know better, because you saw it 

happen. It happened in front of you right here in this town.  

Jesus said John the Baptist bears testimony of who I am. But I have a greater 

witness than John. The works that I do bear witness of Me. He also said believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me, or at least believe for the very 

sake of the works themselves.  

Nicodemus, a Sanhedrin member in Jerusalem in John Chapter 3 said, Master 

we know that you are a prophet come from God, a teacher come from God, for 

no one can do the signs that you do unless God is with Him. So they knew it.  

Verse 23,  

Peter continues "Him being delivered by the determined purpose and 

foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands and crucified and put to 

death." Peter in one sentence shows the sovereignty of God and the 

responsibility of man.  

God is sovereign, at the same time man is responsible. So there was a murder, 

But there was also a redemption, because Jesus said nobody takes My life from 

Me. I give it of Myself.  



Both things happened. One is from God’s perspective. The other is from the 

human perspective.  

Him being delivered by the determined counsel and the foreknowledge of God, 

you have taken by lawless hands or sinful hands, crucified and put to death. 

Verse 24, "Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it 

was not possible that He should be held by it. The second proof is the 

Resurrection.  

So look at what Jesus did, signs, miracles, wonders. You saw it. 

The resurrection is proof, and we saw it. 

Peter begins with the things- they already have admitted Jesus is a miracle 

worker.  

He's a miracle worker, but He died. So Peter goes on to say, but God raised Him 

to life. The Resurrection becomes now the focal point. 

For David says concerning Him--  "I foresaw the Lord always before my face." 

He's quoting Psalm 16, "For he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken. 

Therefore, my heart rejoiced, my tongue was glad. Moreover my flesh will rest in 

hope, for You will not leave my soul in Hades."  nor will you allow your Holy One 

to see corruption.  

"You have made known to me the ways of life. You will make me full of joy in 

your presence.  

Men and brethren let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is 

both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. And when you come 

with us to Jerusalem, if you'd like, when we go to the upper room on the area 

known as Mount Zion, remind me, and I'll point out to you where David's tomb is 

celebrated or kept to this day.  

"Therefore, being a prophet--" you didn't know David was a prophet. You always 

thought he was a psalmist. "And knowing that God had sworn with an oath to 

Him that of the fruit of His body according to the flesh, He would raise up the 

Christ to sit on His Throne. He foreseeing this spoke concerning the 



Resurrection of Christ that his soul was not left in Hades, nor did his flesh see 

corruption."  

The Old Testament predicts the Resurrection of Jesus. And this becomes 

Peter's whole point.  

Next Sunday we will pickup at verse 32 and finish Peter’s sermon and the 

results. 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit—the pouring out of God’s Spirit to fill and 

indwell people—was prophesied in the Old Testament and fulfilled at Pentecost. 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit ushered in a new era, the 
church age. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit was a rare gift 
that was only given to a few people, and usually for only short 
periods of time.  

At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on all believers in 
Christ, and He came to stay. 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit marked the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ words, as the Holy Spirit came upon all believers in a 
powerful, visible and audible way.  

Mark and Lois will close our service with Thank You Lord 


