
 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 
10:00 a.m. 
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Church of the Epiphany 

Vacaville, CA 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME HERE 
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Holy Eucharist 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

The people stand as they are able at the beginning of the hymn.  
 

Entrance Hymn                                                             Hymnal 594 

 

“God of grace and God of glory…” 

 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient Church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

free our hearts to faith and praise: 

grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

 

3 Cure thy children’s warring madness, 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 
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Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

 

The people remain standing, the Celebrant says 

 

   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Celebrant and people say  

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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“O come, O come Emmanuel…”                               Hymnal 56, vv.1,2 

 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom  

captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile  

here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest  

all things mightily; to us the path of knowledge  

show, and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 

life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated.  
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First Reading                                                            Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 

 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill 

the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 

Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved 

and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which it will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 25:1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi 

 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; 

in you have I trusted all the day long. 



6 

 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my 

transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love 

and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

Second Reading         1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

Reader: A Reading from the first Letter to Paul from the  

Thessalonians.  

 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 

that we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we 

pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus 

direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase 

and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 

abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts 

in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 

Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.      

 

The people stand as they are able. 

 

Sequence Hymn                                                                   Hymnal 66                                                      

 

“Come, thou long expected Jesus…”  

 

1 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

born to set Thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in Thee. 

 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by Thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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Holy Gospel                             Luke 21:25-36 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Luke.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 

roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear 

and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 

Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves 

and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God 

is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 

until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will not pass away. 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and 

that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come 

upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all 

times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 

these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 

Man." 
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Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The people are seated.  

 

Sermon            The Rev. Mack Olson 

 

After a moment of silence, the people stand as they are able.  

 

Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Deacon or celebrant:  

For those worshipping with us online, please begin sharing your 

intercessions and thanksgivings now. Let us offer our prayers to 

God who gives life and breath to all creatures, saying,  

“Hear us when we pray to you.” 

 

O blessed I Am, renew and energize your holy church in this 

parish and throughout the world, that we may make ourselves 

ready for the coming of the Messiah.  Prepare Christians 

everywhere with your steadfast love as we journey through 

Advent to the miraculous birth of the Savior.   Blessed I Am, 
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Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

O Wonderful Counselor, direct and rule the hearts of the leaders 

and shapers of our world.  Raise up prophets of justice and peace, 

and empower your people for the holy vocation of repairing the 

world and restoring its people.  Remind us all, and especially 

those in positions of influence, of Your call to welcome the 

stranger, and have mercy on the vulnerable.   Wonderful 

Counselor,  

Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

O Prince of Peace, You unlock every door and show us the path 

forward when we cannot see the way.  Help heal our nation.  

Help mend the wounds brought by gun violence, natural 

disasters, COVID-19, and estrangement.  Bring hope to those who 

can only see conflict and cynicism; bring insight to those tasked 

with creating solutions; bring compassion to those in power; and 

grant the spirit of grace and cooperation to all working together 

to advance unity and peace in our nation.  Prince of Peace, 

Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

O Great Emmanuel, help our communities of Vacaville and the 

Church of the Epiphany.  Strengthen our commitment to each 

other as neighbors.  Reveal yourself to us in the faces of those 

around us every day:  the needy, the hungry, the lonely, the 

imprisoned, and those we choose not to see.  Remind us all of our 

duty to be your hands in the world.  Great Emmanuel, 

Hear us when we pray to you. 
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O Lord who was, who is, and who is to come, hold us in your 

mercy.  Help us to heal the sick, mend the broken, protect the 

vulnerable, shelter the refugee, strengthen the weary, rescue the 

lost, and give courage to all who struggle.  Set free all who suffer 

from any affliction whether in body, mind, or spirit.  Resurrect 

their hope, grant them peace and refreshment, and restore their 

joy.  Lord who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

O Good Shepherd, we humbly entrust the souls of all the 

departed into your care and mercy.  Deliver them now from 

every evil and grant them eternal rest.  Welcome them into 

paradise where there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, but 

only the fullness of peace and joy with Your Son our Lord Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.  Good Shepherd, 

Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

O You who are the Alpha and the Omega, grant the intercessions 

we bring to you now (read prayer list here), and grant those for 

which we do not know to ask.  You who are the Alpha and the 

Omega, 

Hear us when we pray to you. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. The people stand or kneel as they are able.  

 

Minister and People 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace 

 

The people stand as they are able.  

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

Deacon Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 

Holy Communion 

 

The people stand as they are able at the Offertory Sentence.  

 

Offertory Anthem                                                                   

 

“People look east…” 

 

The Doxology 

 

“He came down…”  

 

He came down that we may have love;  

he came down that we may have love;  

he came down that we may have love;  

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have light;  

he came down that we may have light;  

he came down that we may have light;  

hallelujah forevermore. 

 



15 

 

He came down that we may have peace;  

he came down that we may have peace;  

he came down that we may have peace;  

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have joy;  

he came down that we may have joy;  

he came down that we may have joy;  

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                      Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, 

faces them and sings or says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  

heaven and earth. 

 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and  
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death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that  

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to  

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to  

behold his appearing. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and  

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever  

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus         Hymnal S-130 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love  

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling  

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the  

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your  

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from  

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy  

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error  
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into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it,  

or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or  

place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be  

consecrated. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took  

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and  

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,  

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,  

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this  

bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon  

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of  

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your  

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,  

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,  

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to  

that heavenly country where, with [                           and] all your  

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and  

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all  

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our  

salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and  

for ever. AMEN. 

 

The Celebrant then continues 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
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    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Then may be sung or said 

 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
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No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on your 

journey, we invite all people to join us at God’s table for Holy 

Communion. 

 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in 

everlasting life. [Amen.] 

 

or with these words 

 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 

 

Communion Hymn                                                           Hymnal 497 

 

“How bright appears the Morning Star…” 

 

1 How bright appears the Morning Star, 

with mercy beaming from afar; 

the host of heaven rejoices; 

O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 

Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 

We, too, will lift our voices: 

Jesus, Jesus! 

Holy, holy, yet most lowly, 

draw thou near us; 

great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 
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2 Though circled by the hosts on high, 

he deigned to cast a pitying eye 

upon his helpless creature; 

the whole creation's Head and Lord, 

by highest seraphim adored, 

assumed our very nature; 

Jesus, grant us, 

through thy merit, to inherit 

thy salvation; 

hear, O hear our supplication. 

 

3 Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 

with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 

for this his Incarnation. 

Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 

ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 

till all know thy salvation. 

Amen, amen! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise be given 

evermore, by earth and heaven. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 

Let us pray. 

The people may stand or kneel as they are able.  

 

Celebrant and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Advent Blessing 

 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 

among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 

blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 

 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we 

await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in 

love. Amen. 

 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his 

second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

The people may be seated for the announcements.  
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Announcements, Birthday and Anniversary Offerings: 

Nancy Donnelley (11/28); Robert Krumland-Dunning (11/28); 

Sarah Peavey (11/29); Jessica Graham (12/1); Michael Maloney 

(12/4) 

 

Post-communion Hymn                                                     Hymnal 72 

 

“Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes…” 

 

1 Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song. 

 

2 He comes, the prisoners to release 

in Satan's bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes, the broken heart to bind, 

the bleeding soul to cure; 

and with the treasures of his grace 

to enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

thy welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven's eternal arches ring 

with thy beloved Name. 
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Dismissal 

 
The ALTAR FLOWERS are given and the SANCTUARY LAMP 

burns in Thanksgiving for the life and faithfulness of Jan Albert 

TODAY’S SERVERS:  

8:00 Lector & Prayers: Kate Hitchcock 

10:00 Lector & Prayers: Katherine Frederick 

Altar Guild: Mary Maloney; Jeremy Karagan 

 
 

 

Birthday Prayer 

 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 

guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they 

stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up 

if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes 

understanding, abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

For Travelers 

 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole 

creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve 

those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect 

them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey's 

end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Anniversary Prayer 

 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage 

that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ 

and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your 

servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other 

in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 

that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Join us on Zoom for Noon Coffee Hour!  

To join Zoom Meeting: 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94902048842 

 

To join by phone: 

1 669 900 9128 

Meeting ID: 949 0204 8842 
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Please mail to: 

Church of the Epiphany 

300 West Street 

Vacaville, CA 95688 

Or use Paypal through the link on Epiphany’s 

website:www.epiphanychurchvacaville.org 
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Church of the Epiphany 
See the Light, Be the Light, Share the Light 

 
Celebrating our 126th year in Vacaville 

300 West St. 

Vacaville, CA 95688 

(707) 448-2275 

e-mail epiphany.admin@gmail.com 

web site: www.epiphanychurchvacaville.org 

Office hours: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to noon 

 

The Rt. Rev. Megan M. Traquair, Bishop 

The Rev. Mack Olson, Rector 

Fathermack.epiphany@gmail.com 

The Rev. Canon Cookie Clark, Deacon 

Emma Green, Senior Warden 

Carlyn Crystal, Junior Warden 

Marian Smock, Music Director 

The Members of the Congregation 

are the Ministers of the Church 


