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    UPCOMING  CBA  EVENTS  in  2021 
 

 

 

Feb. 16th WMU Planning Mtg. 

10 am. @ FBC Van Vleck  

———————————- 

 

Attention !   Feb. 18th—20th 
 

Pastor, Staff, and Spouse Retreat 

 

Spring Hill Suites—Rosenberg 

Contact Barry for more details. 

—————————————- 

 

Block Party Trailer Ministry 

 

Is a great CBA evangelistic tool. 

Reserve it now for your VBS,  

and other Special Outreach events 

for your local church. 

Contact Barry with your ?’s. 

—————————————- 

 

Start a Brotherhood / Men’s  

Ministry group in your church. 

 

Contact Barry for assistance. 

CBA Financial Report and Update for 2021 
 
 

2021 Yearly Budget: $103,879.24 

Budget Reduction of  $5,124.60 from 2020 

 

Monthly average needed: $8,656.60 

 

Received in January:  $9,962.58 
 

Help us minister to you ! 
 

Thank you for your support & contributions ! 

 

 

March 2021 Events: 
 

March 8th Tax Seminar at SABA 

Association Office  @  Noon. 

Virtual—Online 

 

March 11th CBA Mission Fair 

College Heights, Wharton 6:30 pm. 

Over 20 ministry & missions displays 

Free for all ages.  

Coffee, Tea, Finger foods available 



 

 

Celebrating Life´s Big Moments with you ! 

February 2021 : 

  

 BIRTHDAYS 

 

  2 Ashley Gore, pastor’s wife, FBC Van Vleck 

 

  2 Kim Tangler, pastor’s wife, FBC Sheridan 

 

  3 April Usher, pastor’s wife, Glidden Baptist Church 

 

14 L.V. Harvey, pastor, Ebenezer, Bay City 

 

15 Joel Usher, pastor, Glidden Baptist Church 

 

20 Sherri Snedecor, music minister, FBC Wharton 

 

25 Mike Zimmerman, pastor, FBC, Bay City 

 

26 Victor Morrison, pastor, FBC Columbus 

 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 

19 Larry & Donna Swift, pastor, FBC Blessing 

 

24Juan & Maria Maturino, pastor,  

     Iglesia Bautista Nuerva Jerusalem, Columbus 

 

28 Chester & Peggy Sassman, pastor, FBC Lane City 

  

 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

 

1994 Mario Vasquez, pastor, Getsemani, Eagle Lake 



 

 

                     

Men’s Ministry Opportunities : 

     
       

 FBC Bay City : Men’s Prayer Breakfast—Every 1st Saturday of the month  

                                                                              In the Gym / Kitchen area. 7:30 am. 

 

 FBC Sargent : Men’s Prayer Group and Brotherhood : Every 2nd Saturday monthly. 

                                                                                                    7:30 am. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

 FBC Columbus : Men’s Prayer Breakfast  

     6 am. Every Tuesday AM. in the Main Bldg. Kitchen area. 

 
   Texas Baptist Men and SBTC Disaster Relief Teams and Ministries need Volunteers and Helpers !  

 

November  Disaster  Relief  Project: Louisiana : Tree cutting, trimming, & debris pickup while 

ministering to the physical, emotional, & spiritual needs of the disaster victims in Louisiana. 

 

In the hour of need we are united as one serving the victims of disasters in Jesus Christ’s 

    name.  Will you join us as we serve and minister ? 

 

 

 

 

Local Ministry Project 

    

Baptist Men’s Disaster Relief Tree Removal 

 

Lane City after the Beta Hurricane Passes. 

 

Start a Brotherhood at your local church ! 



 

 

Prayer Requests and Praises: 
 

  Pray for FBC Sargent and the family of Pastor Royal Jacobs as he has passed away before  

       Christmas suddenly. Pray for his family as they pass through this time of loss and grief.  

 

 Pray for FBC Sargent as they grieve and endeavor to move forward as a church family and as they 

prayerfully begin the search process for their next pastor. Pray for healing and peace. 

 

 Pray for retired pastor Maurice Marrow and family in the loss of his dear wife, Lois. She passed 

away after a lengthy fight with illness. Lift up this wonderful family as they grieve, but with their 

hope in Christ Jesus. Pray for healing, and peace as they move forward. 

 

  * Pray for Lupe Gusman, our CBA bookkeeper, as she is suffering and having  pains. Pray for 

doctors as they search for treatments to give her relief from her suffering. 

 

 Pray for FBC Palacios as they begin the process of organizing and searching for God’s man to  

      serve as their next pastor. Pray for the church to be united in service and the search. 

 

 Prayer Answered : * Pray for Pastor Kenneth Hibbs, College Heights, as he has encountered dog 

issues w/ neighbors, and this has led to legal issues. Kenny has been able to witness through this 

conflicto to several men along the way, and church visitors. Rmns. 8:28  Pray for a positive  

      resolution for Kenny & family. Positive turn about. Kenny is rejoicing for the Grand Jury’s  

      decisión to not go to trial. PTL ! 

 

 COVID—19  Victims: Pray for our CBA pastors, their families, church members’ families, and 

those victims of the virus living in our CBA communities. Pray for healing, recovery, and for God 

to speak loudly and sensitively to those fighting the virus. Pray for the victims of Covid-19 to feel 

the love and compassion of God’s presence with them in this scary moment and chapter in their 

life. 
 

 Pray for our Frontliners who are working so selflessly to take care of the Covid 19 Virus victims !!! 

 

 Pray for retired pastor Chester Sassman, fighting  

      macular degeneration, recovering from Covid-19 as  

      well. Pray for him to sense God’s direction as to his 

      future Ministry options and healing. 

 

 Pray for our CBA churches as most are facing  

      financial crisis, and are cutting their budgets to meet  

      shortfalls, and continue to minister and keep the  

      church open for ministry and Missions. Pray for  

      Pastors and church leadership as they face making 

      difficult decisions and prioritizing.  

 

 Pray for CBA Churches to be able to  

      restart their Bible Studies & return to a normal 

      schedule. Pray for internet worshippers to return 

      to corporate worship & fellowship. 
 



 

 

   ><>   

   Baptists’  Theological Distinctives & Beliefs:  Why are we Baptists ? 
 
    On October 31st Martin Luther  shared his 95 point thesis on needed Catholic Church reforms. This is im-

portant since he was a Catholic priest and professor that had his life transformed radically as he experienced a 

near death experience. During this period in his life he was teaching the book of Romans. As he taught it and 

expounded upon the scriptures his own life was touched and transformed and he began to seek spiritual        

reformation in the Catholic Church. His efforts were rebuffed by the hierarchy of the Catholic Church, and he 

was persecuted for his beliefs and reformation efforts. However, he set in motion the Protestant reformation 

movement which would impact  the world, and return the Bible back into the hands of the laity, and focus back 

on the basics of Christianity. What does it mean to be a Protestant? These are five of the major     

teachings of the reformers by which they distinguished their beliefs from those of the Roman 

Catholic church of their day. As Baptists these theological points formed who we are today. 

 

1. Sola Scriptura – “The Bible alone.” Scripture alone speaks authoritatively, and it speaks to all 

believers, independently of church leaders and councils, human interpreters and so-called spokes-

men for God. 

 

2. Sola Gratia – “Grace alone.” It is only by the unmerited favor of God that Christ went to the 

cross and paid the price for man’s salvation. Man is by nature depraved—he has no virtue that 

commends him to God. Therefore God’s grace to him is truly undeserved and amazing, and God’s 

grace alone has the power to draw people to himself. 

3. Sola Fide – “Faith alone.” Only total righteousness is acceptable to God, and that is found in 

Christ, not us. Man can only accept Christ’s work by placing his trust in him. Man is justified by 

faith alone in the finished work of Christ, not by any works of his own.  

4. Sola Christus – “Christ alone.” Salvation is accomplished by Christ alone, and mediated by 

Christ alone—not by angels, saints, relics, sacraments, priests, teachers, churches, or anyone or 

anything else. Christ alone was the perfect Savior, and he alone is the perfect prophet, priest and 

king.  

5. Soli Deo Gloria – “To God alone be glory.” God should be thanked, praised and given full 

credit for his sovereign grace and spiritual and physical provision. Theology should be God-

centered, not man-centered. God should be put in his place and humans in theirs. Our efforts 

should not elevate and celebrate men but God. We should bring him glory in our work, in our 

homes and at play. He, not we, should be the center of all things. 

   Barry’s thoughts …..  We should never be ashamed to be called “ Christians”  or a “ Bible 

believing people ”. I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, nor am I ashamed of my 

Savior , who lovingly and willingly sacrificed himself for me and my sins upon the altar of 

that cross in order to bring me and you, including every sinner, back to our loving and     

gracious God. Be proud to be called by the  name of  “ Christ “ and to be counted among the 

faithful few referred to as  “ Bible-believing ” PTL ! It is not bad to be “ Baptist ” as we    

follow in Jesus Christ’s footsteps and as we put into practice his love and obey His word. 



 

 

February Message of Hope from God’s Living Word  

…. From the desk of Barry ….to you……. A message of hope. 

 
   1 Peter 1:3-9 (HCSB)  
3  Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great 

mercy, He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead  
4  and into an inheritance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and unfading, kept 

in heaven for you.  
5  You are being protected by God’s power through faith for a salvation that is 

ready to be revealed in the last time.  
6  You rejoice in this, though now for a short time you have had to struggle in 

various trials  
7  so that the genuineness of your faith—more valuable than gold, which per-

ishes though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
8  You love Him, though you have not seen Him. And though not seeing Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with inexpressible 

and glorious joy,  
9  because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

     One of my favorite TV programs to watch is “ Forged in Iron “  where contestants who are “ blade-smiths “  compete against each 

other to produce the best hand fabricated metal weapons, which are judged by experts in the field. It is very interesting to me as we 

watch the cold metal pieces welded together and put into a forge to melt the metals together into one solid new piece of glowing hot 

metal ready to be forged and molded into a new weapon to be judged by the experts. On one night’s program, all 4 of the contestants 

had a hard time  getting their  sections of metal to melt and  forge into one solid block to then forge their weapons. All 4 blade-

smiths  failed the first test by the experts. All of the weapons in their crude form had cracks and deformations in their metal forms, 

after much heating and melting. The judges struck their weapons against a solid metal object and all four were found to be defective. 

Those deformations and cracks in the metal could not hold together when they were placed under stress and severe impacts. The 

metal weapons in their crude form all cracked or split under stress and were no good to be used or judged. They were deemed to be 

defective and unsafe to be judged any further. The contestants were disqualified and had to leave in shame. 

    While I watched this program, I could not help, but to think about the above verses which speak of our faith as being more       

valuable than gold. God says through the writer , Peter, that the believers’  faith was being tried, tested by fire, or like metals being 

placed inside a  fiery heated forge to melt and purify the metal to its purest form. I was reminded that all of us , believers, and not 

believers, are being stressed and put under so much pressure today due to Covid-19, finances, health issues, family crisis, politics, 

and the fear of the unknown… that our minds, bodies, and souls are being tested by fire and burdened by all these things weighing 

down on us that we just cannot bear any more stresses, before we snap like those weapons. I believe from reading God’s Word and 

His promises to us that God does not intend for us to bear up under such pressure and burdens by ourselves, we are not strong 

enough. Our backs and bodies will break. Our minds and souls will become overwhelmed and shut down under such stresses and 

pressure. It is never God’s intention to snap our faith or break our confidence in Him. It is not God’s  will to allow us to be over-

whelmed by too much suffering. He knows our limitations as humans. Often times, we assume too many burdens and too much   

pressure  through our own choices and decisions. We weigh ourselves down and then we feel bad, sad, and paralyzed by our own 

self-imposed burdens and stresses. Who can we blame for assuming too much, and losing our joy and freedom to serve our Lord as 

He wishes ? Not God. The problem is , even as Christians, that we fall back into idolatry, the worship of material things, or  we put 

employment positions above  serving and loving God as He demands from us. He wants our full attention and whole-hearted love 

without any idolatry / idols   coming between us and our love for Him. God wants to be our first love, and to be our one and only true 

love, unwavering in devotion. Do not be afraid to say “ No, no more burdens, no more distractions, no more stress ! “ 

 1 Corinthians 10:12-14 (HCSB)  
12  So, whoever thinks he stands must be careful not to fall.  
13  No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not allow 

you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that 

you are able to bear it.  
14  Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 

   God does not want your car, house, bank accounts, or job. He just wants your complete and total love and atten-

tion focusing upon Him. He wants us to be uncompromisingly devoted to growing in our faith, understanding His 

will, and serving Him in unswerving obedience.               God  uses broken weapons to win the battle ! 

Something to think about ….. !        From my heart to yours …….   Barry Barnet 



 

 

><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>  ><>   ><>  ><>  ><>   ><>  ><>  ><> 

2021 : A New Year & A New You !!! 

 

   In 2021 you are going to hear  a lot 

about our CBA focus on the church. 

 

   Our training and equipping will be 

focused upon building up the church 

and reaching the next generations 

with the Gospel. In order to reach 

this generation and the next ones 

coming, we must retool, refocus, and  

recommit ourselves and our churches 

to asking the right questions in order 

to reach the lost around us, around 

our churches, and in our local  

communities. 
 

   In 2021 in order to impact our  

local communities for Jesus Christ  

we must ….. 

 

 I.  Refocus our churches on reach-

ing the lost at our door steps. We 

must refocus on life-impacting min-

istry that reaches out to the lost and 

meets their physical, emotional, and 

spiritual needs in order to effectively 

communicate the love of God. 

 II. Revitalize our local churches: 

  Church revitalization begins with 

personal spiritual revival. We cannot 

hope that our churches become revi-

talized, if we personally are not liv-

ing in obedience and faith. Our 

churches will only be revitalized to 

the extent that members are walking 

rightly in their relationship with Je-

sus Christ as their personal Lord and 

Savior. 

III. Church revitalization begins 

with Lay-renewal and Pastoral 

leadership focusing on unity of 

purpose: Reaching the lost, making 

disciples, and developing leaders. 

 

 

BREAKING FREE IN 2021 ! 

 

    How often do you eat ?  In a 

day ?  In a week ?  a month  ? 

 3 x’s a day, more, maybe too 

much too often ?  Hmm ….. 

 

   My point is , “How often do 

you feed yourself spiritually 

from God’s Word ? ” If we fed 

our soul as much as our bodies 

would we be  stronger and 

healthier spiritually ?  I believe 

so.  

    Maybe this explains why we 

are so anemic and weak  

spiritually.   Food for thought ! 

                      Barry 

   With each new year, we  

usually set some new year goals 

to try to achieve for the coming 

year. What are your spiritual 

new year resolutions for 2020 ?  
 

  - Return to your Quiet Time ? 

  - Read your Bible more ? 

  - To be more loving ? 

  - To be more forgiving ? 

 

Ask  God to help you achieve 

your spiritual resolutions ! 

2021 CBA 

New Year Church  

Growth Resolutions: 

 

1. I will re-establish my 

quiet time with my 

Lord through coming 

back to spending  

personal time in prayer 

and Bible study. 

 

2. I will reconnect with my 

local church. 

 

3. I will get involved with  

serving in a ministry 

within my church. 

 

4.  I will get involved with 

serving in a ministry 

through my local church 

reaching outside my 

church into my 

   local community. 

 

5. I will pray for one  

person with whom I can 

share my faith. 

 

6. I will seek out  

opportunities to verbally 

share my faith and let  

others see Jesus in me. 

 

7. I will seek out  

opportunities to actively 

share my Christian faith 

outside my home and  

family.  

 

8. I will build up my 

church in every way. 

 

9. I will do it ! 

Messages of Hope:  

  

Challenges going 

 forward in 2021 !!! 



 

 

CBA Pastorless Churches 

 
 FBC, Palacios: FBC , Palacios is organizing and prayerfully beginning the pastoral 

search process. 

 

 FBC, Sargent:  FBC, Sargent is prayerfully seeking to organize and begin the pastoral 

search process.  

 

 FBC, Eagle Lake : FBC, Eagle Lake is prayerfully beginning the search process for 

their new pastor. 

 

Ministerial Opportunities and areas of need for new work: ( Volunteer positions ) 

 

 Lane City Baptist Church , is an excellent area for a church revitalization project, and 

beginning a Hispanic ministry in the area. 

 

 Student and Outreach Work at Wharton Junior College in Wharton. Here is an  

     excellent opportunity to begin an outreach ministry to the students on campus. 

 

Church Planting Opportunities : 

 

 Garwood, Tx.  is largely Hispanic and full of blue collar working families, with no 

Baptist church or work presently. 

 

 Blessing, Tx.  is another town in our CBA area that has no Baptist Hispanic work, 

even though there is a large Hispanic population along with working class families liv-

ing in the area. FBC Blessing is a CBA church presently ministering in this town. 

 

CBA Mission Points needing your help and prayers: 

 

 New Beginnings, Weimar, pastored by Danny Henderson. They have recently moved 

downtown to a store front site for their ministry base. 

 

 Rock Island, between Altair and Sheridan, pastored by Albert Cuellar, is alive and 

growing under the leadership of Albert and Rosalinda Cuellar. 

 

Ministry Projects: 

 

  Rock Island Mission Point: Windows need to be caulked, plus some painting. 

 Lane City Baptist Church: Ceiling tiles need to be replaced and hung back up. 

 Lane City also needs a new roof  / roof-work. 

 Mission Fair at College Heights, Wharton. March 11th at 6:30 pm.  Missions &  

     Ministry displays from local, state, & international ministries to explore personally. 


