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     The Letter of James is a short book in the Bible – only five  
chapters – but it’s a practical guide that packs  a powerful punch! 
People throughout time have wrestled with James; asking whether 
faith or works leads to salvation. Many of us have heard of the great 
reformer Martin Luther calling James, “an epistle of straw,” but the 
very thing that he took issue with is part of what made John Wesley, 
our spiritual forefather, describe James as “central for Christian faith 
and life. In his journal John Wesley described James as a remedy 
against the general temptation of leaving off good works in order to 
increase faith.” 1  United Methodists have always been a practical 
people, interested in living our faith to the best of our ability; putting 
into practice the tenets and principles that careful study of the scrip-
ture and time spent in prayer and community over the ages have 
taught us. We believe, and because we believe, we act. In the study 
section of my favorite study bible, The Wesley Study Bible, we can 
find these words,  
 

“What Scripture better exemplifies Wesley’s practicality than 
the letter of James – or presents a greater rebuke to the  
 
 

church? In James, faith is a set of specific practices – engen-
dered in the congregation – that make disciples walk in a  
direction than the world’s way. In the contemporary church, 
being a Christian is often presented as a technique for happi-
ness or prosperity, a helpful way of  getting what we want. In 
James, Christians suffer because they follow Jesus – God’s 
divine Yes. In much of the church, salvation is something that 
you believe or feel. In James, salvation is when you talk and 
walk like Jesus… James exemplifies the communal, congre-
gational, practical consequences when a congregation dares 
to obey the One who commanded, “Follow me.”2   

 

     I know that we are a congregation who dares to obey the One 
who commanded, “Follow me,” and over the next four weeks, you 
are invited to enter into a journey of discovery as we walk our way 
through James’ guide for living the Christian life. I can’t wait to see 
you Sunday! 
 
 
1 Joel B. Green, ed.,“The Letter of James,” The Wesley Study Bible, (Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 2009), 1499. 
2 Green, ed., “Salvation,” 1500. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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School has started and September is here! We had a great month of  
winding down from our summer activities and are anxious to continue 
our Sunday School lessons on Creepy Creatures and Bizarre Beasts  
of the Bible. We are getting closer to the end of learning about the  
creepy creatures that slither and scare us, and will move on to the next les-
sons – Bible Heroes! We’ll talk about the Bible’s own Iron Man, Hulk, and 
Wonder Woman, and how powerful these heroes are. 
 
We also continue to study the Echo the Story curriculum in the  
evenings and with the introduction of the New Testament. We have had 
some lively lessons on the birth of Jesus, his baptism and  
temptation, and will forge forward in September with lessons on  
Jesus’ followers, hope, healing, and miracles. The Bible really is a story, 
echoed to us from the ages, yet still relevant to the youth today. 
 
And last, but not least, let’s talk about Youth Sunday! This year, Youth  
Sunday will be on Sunday, September 30th. Asher Laizure and Luca  
Perillo will present the sermon for that morning on  “God’s Creations.” 
We look forward to sharing our talents and gifts with each of you!  
Thank you for your continued support of the Youth!  
 
 
-Kao  

 
Sunday School: This month the children will be exploring the stories 
of Jesus and his earthly family. Just like us, Jesus was a part of a 
family. It is important for families to tell their stories. Here at Goodrich 
we have all different types of families – some blended, adopted, and 
biological. Knowing these stories help us to have a sense of 
belonging. Be sure to share your family stories with your children. 
 

Children’s Church: We are learning the books of the Bible.  Most of 
the children have the first 5 books down. Reviewing these during 
bedtime prayers would be very helpful. 
 

New Excitement: We have some new “toys” in the children’s dept.  
We have 6 new Amazon Fire Tablets. These will allow us to connect 
to more of our Sunday School Curriculum.  We are looking forward to 
using these!  
 

We can’t wait until Kenneith starts children’s choir with us in  
September. It’s a great time to get involved! 
 
 
Sherry 

 

 

 
 
Caught in the Middle? Trying to find that  
work/home life balance you've heard about?  
Caring for your parents and your growing  
family? Does everyone just seem to want  
more than you can give? This study is for you! 
Paula Morris and Erin Barr will be co-leading  
a 10-week Bible & Book study at Goodrich  
every Tuesday at 1:00pm  featuring the book  
Boundaries by Dr. Henry Cloud and  Dr. John  
Townsend. This study promises to give  
biblically based answers to the question of, 
"how to set healthy boundaries with your  
parents, spouse, children, friends, coworkers,  
social media, and even with yourself... to  
discover firsthand how sound boundaries give you the freedom to 
walk as the loving, giving, fulfilled individual God created you to be." 
There's something for everyone to learn and something for everyone  
to share - we can't  wait to add your voice to the discussion!  
 

 
Book available for $5.50 Questions? Call 405-321-0975 

 



 Our Thoughts & Prayers 
 
Continued Support…. 
        Del & Marion Grant 
 
In Hospital, Recuperation, Treatment… 
        Peggy Hobbs 
        Durrell Hobbs 
        Dolores Nelson 
        Mavis Grayson 
        Randy Silver 
     
Assisted Living & Homebound… 
  Annetta Holiday, Homebound 
       Ann Payne, Homebound 
       Elsie Keeler, Homebound 
       Fran McCurley, Grace 
       Gil Jain, Medical Park West 
       Helen Shaw, Homebound 
       Jason Miller, Grace 
       Jean Keltch, Arbor House  
       Opal Cliffton, Grace 
       Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 
       Richard Fowler, Homebound        
       Veloise  McIntyre, Rambling Oaks 
       Malania Reynolds, Timberwood Assisted Living OKC 
       Noretta Clayton, Homebound 

The GCGers are a fun-loving group of people 55+ who gather together twice a 
month for food, fellowship and adventure! On the second Tuesday of each month 
we have a program or outing planned, and on the fourth Tuesday we meet at 
Golden Corral on 123 North Interstate Dr. at 1:30 for lunch together.  We’d love 
for you to join us! Contact JoAnn Hobaugh @ 405-274-9039 for more 
 information.   
 

During the month of August  the GCGers  collected school supplies for  
Wilson School. Thank you to all who donated supplies.  
 

September 11th  – Senior Scams! 11:30 Meet at the church for a program  
by a detective from City of Norman Police Department to learn about  
Senior Scams. All are welcome to attend. Bring a brown bag lunch to 
Rm 111.    
                                                   
September 25th -  1:30 Lunch at Golden Corral  123 Interstate Dr  
Norman, OK 
 

Please pray for those who cannot be with us: Phyllis Gammon, Mavis Grayson, 
Harold Hill, Jean Keltch, Jason Miller, and Gil Jain. Also do 
not forget our homebound and those in the nursing centers and assisted living. 
Send a card, call or visit them and above all please pray for them.  
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It may come as a surprise to some readers that the first and most im-
portant function of the church choir is to lead the congregation’s song. It 
is important, however, that this be the top priority. Let’s not forget that 
without a congregation, there could not be a church choir! The singing 
group would instead be a community choir. But why is it important that 
the congregation’s song be supported instead of just focusing on the 
church choir’s musical success?  
 

Choral musicians inherently know the answer. 
We become what we sing. When we take words 
and put them to music, it becomes part of who we 
are. Therefore, it becomes imperative that we put 
as much of the Word into the bodies of the con-
gregation as possible. If the congregation can 
sing it but we don’t let them, we miss an oppor-
tunity to transform people’s lives in the most di-
rect way possible. By giving the congregation 
new singing skills and confidence, we empower 
them for the rest of their lives to better embody 
God’s word through music. Therefore, taking our 

cue from the great church musician John 
Ferguson, it is  important to view the con-
gregation as the “big choir,” and the church 
choir as the “little choir,” or as I like to think 
of it, my chamber group. I often utilize my 
choir as “section leaders,” positioning them 
around the congregation strategically to 
support the parts that I’m teaching for a 
congregational hymn or song. 
 I have the choir stand in front of the congregation to lead them in rounds 
and canons. They become active leaders in building up the congrega-
tion’s song. By doing this, the congregation is prepared for discipleship 
through the soul-embracing power of song. Each month we will discuss 
more purposes for the church choir. I hope that these words inspire you 
to join our choir or even provide special music. See ya Sunday!  
 

Blessings, 
 
 
Kenneith 

The church choir 
leads and  
enlivens the  
congregation’s 
song.  

What is 
the  
purpose 
of the 
church 
choir? 

It's been a wonderful summer! Goodrich United Methodist Wom-
en took the summer off,  although several still participated in 
missions, attended UMW events, and Mission U at Oklahoma 
City University.  Join us for our kick off this fall at the UMW 
Women’s Tea on September  6 at 6:00pm!  All women are  
invited, come as you like, casual, or dressy, even a hat- we’re 
really having tea!  We will be collecting donations for Women’s 
Resource Center, so paper goods and personal hygiene items 
will be welcome.  This will be a potluck, so bring your favorite 
dish to share!   
  

Our 20th Annual Angel’s Unlimited Craft Sale and Bazaar is  
Approaching November 2-3!  If you’d like to be a vendor, contact 
a UMW member and we’ll be happy to give you information! We 
already have several paid vendors, and it’s going to be big!  Join 
us the first Thursday of each month at 7pm for  general meet-
ings, and the 3rd Thursday of each month for Faith Circle pro-
gram and potluck at Noon- we’d love to see you there!    



Happy Anniversary 
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September 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 
 
 

No Youth 

3 
Labor Day 

Office Closed 

4 
 
 
 
 

Aerobics 7 

5 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7 

6 
COACH 7-7 

 
UMW Annual Tea 6 

Aerobics 7 

7 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

8 

9 
 
 
 

Youth 5 

10 
Prayer Time  

 
 

Boy Scouts 7 

11 
*GCGer’s 11:30  

Boundaries Study 1 
Aerobics  7 

 

12 
 
 
 

Choir 7 

13 
COACH 7-7 

 
 

Aerobics 7 

14 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

15 
Gym  reserved  

12-9 

16 
Pancake Breakfast  

8-10:30 
Staff Meeting 12 

 
Youth 5 

17 
Prayer Time 

 
 

Boy Scouts 7  

18. 
Boundaries Study 1 

Finance 6 
Ad council 7 
Aerobics 7 

19 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7 

20 
COACH 7-7 

UMW 12 
 

Aerobics 7 

21 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

22 

23 
 
 
 
 

Youth 5 

24 
Prayer Time 10 

 
 

Boy Scouts 7 

25 
Boundaries Study 1 

*GCGer’s 1:30 
 
 

Aerobics 7 

26 
 
 
 
 

Choir 7 

27 
COACH 7-7 

 
 

Aerobics 7 

28 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

29 

30 
Youth Sunday 

 
 

Youth Movie night  
5:30 

  
*Goodrich  

Chronologically  
Gifted 

    

 3  Sierra Cooper-Haag 
     Katie Hargrove 
 4  Dan Storm 
 5  Liam Haigan 
     Harper Haigan 
 6  Jewel Hill 
11 Karen McMullen 
     Gary Shockley 
13 Kent Sowers 
14 Charles Cradduck 
15 Richard Edmunds 
20 Gene Kullman 
29 Linda Robinson 

 4  Gene & Pat Gilliland 
 7  Evan & Dolores Nelson 
12  Manny & Becky Aguilar 
15  Eric & Shirley Franklin 
18  Ted & Carolyn Thompson 

Liturgists 
 2 Melissa Duncan 
 9 Eric Franklin 
16 Victoria Hickman 
23 Tim Duncan 
30 Youth Sunday 

Greeters 
 2 Linda Neel & Kim Ferrell 
  9 Larry & Debbie Anderson 
16 Gary & Janice Shockley 
23 Becky Aguilar & Kent Sowers 
30 Youth Sunday 

 
 


