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                                                  Office@goodrichmemorial.org  
                               Prayer chain address: prayer@goodrichmemorial.org  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

This month, we will continue our quest toward being ever-better disciples of Jesus Christ. Last month, we ex-

amined our relationship to our finances and how that relationship affects our faith formation. We have contemplated 

Our Money Story and decided how we will allow God to work in and through us, bringing us toward joy-filled, generous 

lives.  As a reflection of your decision-making process, you are invited to bring your physical commitment card to 

church on October 4th, mail it to the church office, or fill it out online at www.goodrichmemorial.org.  

 October 4th is an exciting day!  It is World Communion Sunday, so we will gather to take communion along with 

God’s people from all over the world, at one of our TWO in-person worship gatherings.  Join us in the church parking 

lot at 9:00AM for our new Fall Outdoor Worship service throughout October and November. Weather permitting we’ll 

have two participation options:  you can remain in your car with your family and hear the service broadcast through 

your radio (where you can safely join in the singing at the top of your lungs), or you can bring your lawn chairs to set up 

in designated seating areas. (We ask that you remain masked for this option for maximum safety, but feel free to sing 

to your heart’s content!) We will continue to live-stream the 11:00AM indoor service, with Kenneith and Sylvia singing 

the Hymn Hits at 10:15AM.  

 Starting October 11, we will be engaging our new worship series Short Stories by Jesus based on the book by 

Amy-Jill Levine. We will take a fresh look at the stories that Jesus told his followers and what we can learn from them 

today. Often called “parables,” these stories “tap into our memories, our values, and our deepest longings, and so they 

resurrect what is very old, and very wise, and very precious. And often, very unsettling.” I truly look forward to explor-

ing what Jesus has to teach us about ourselves and our relationships with God, our neighbor, and the Kingdom of 

Heaven. In addition to Sunday worship we will have to opportunity to learn together via Zoom Bible Study each 

Wednesday at 12:15. You can contact the church office, email me, or register for the class on social media to get the 

link.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Desi  
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Happy Fall!  School is back in session for the youth— some are 

attending virtually, some are in-person, some are in a blended 

environment, and we continue to pray for everyone’s health 

and well-being as we are in this new normal.  Remember, we 

are in this together! 

We completed our gratitude challenge last month and I hope 

that you took the time to be grateful for what God has provided 

for you.  My hope is that thinking about our favorite memories, 

places to visit, and who in our lives we are thankful for brings 

each of you a little peace each day. 

Just a quick reminder to the youth/youth parents:  don’t forget 

to submit your favorite recipes to be included in the Goodrich 

cookbook.  You can 

submit it through our 

website, email, snail 

mail, Facebook  

messenger, etc.  

Have a wonderful 

and blessed month! 

Yours in Christ, 

Kao Laizure, 

Youth Director 

Happy Fall, y’all! 

Fall is my favorite time of the year.  And I don’t even 
drink pumpkin spice anything! 

We will be starting our new Sunday School series over 
some of Jesus’ parables.  These coincide with Pastor 
Desi’s sermons.  We’ll investigate: 

October 11– The Lost Sheep, Coin, and Son parables 

October 18— The Kingdom of Heaven is like Yeast 

October 25— The Pearl of Great Price 

We have some fun crafts and other activities to go along 
with the lessons you won’t want to miss.  If we are in 
worship on October 4th, the bags will be ready for pick 
up on that date.  If you aren’t there, we will deliver 
them to your house that afternoon. 

Unfortunately, due to the circumstances we will not be 
having our traditional Harvest Festival.  We are certainly 
open to any suggestions you have. 

We are exploring how to put together a safe & healthy 
Advent Festival, however.  Details coming shortly. 

Many blessings, 

Sherry McCurley 

Children’s Director 
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Join Team Goodrich in supporting the Oct. 18 CROP Hunger Walk 

As vulnerable people in our community and around the world face even 
greater challenges this year because of COVID-19, Goodrich is again partici-
pating in the Cleveland County CROP Walk to Stop Hunger. The Norman 
event is set for Oct. 18. 

CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) is a charity walk that 
raises money and awareness to fight hunger locally and globally. Proceeds 
support the international development, refugee assistance and disaster relief 
efforts of Church World Service. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised in 
Cleveland County stay in Norman to support the local nonprofit Food and 
Shelter. 

With safety in mind, Goodrich members and friends of all ages are invited to 
support this year’s 36th annual Cleveland County CROP Walk in any of four 
main ways: 

-        By being a Spirit Walker and supporting the walk virtually through your 
gifts and prayers. 

-        By walking independently or with family on the path of your choice, 
such as your neighborhood. 

-        By walking with our Goodrich UMC team – with masks and social  
distancing – on Sunday, Oct.18, along the 2-mile community route, starting at 
Andrews Park, 201 W. Daws. To help facilitate social distancing, teams will 
arrive at the park and step off on the walk in 15-minute intervals, with 
Goodrich set for 2:45 p.m. 

-        By volunteering to help out that afternoon at Goodrich, which will serve 
as a water and rest stop for people walking the community route. In recent 
years, Goodrich has earned a glowing reputation for its enthusiastic  
hospitality and encouragement to walkers. 

 

Whichever way you can help, please register for the walk on our Goodrich UMC team page at https://www.crophungerwalk.org/
normanok/goodrich. There you will find options for making secure online donations to the Goodrich team or individual walkers or 
setting up a fundraising page. If you prefer, you can make a check to Goodrich and write CROP Walk in the memo line. 

For more information, contact Pat Gilliland at 570-6757 (email pgillokla@aol.com) or the church office at 321-0975. Be on the 
lookout for more information and reminders in church emails, our website and social media. 

We are missing out on so much during the  COVID-19 pandemic!  During a recent church Administrative 

Committee meeting, we realized that one of the things we miss most is getting together for church meals, so 

your Admin Committee is working on putting together a Goodrich Cookbook 2020. 

We have so many great cooks – Women, Men, & Children – in our church, and we all miss the Potluck Meals, 

GCG’ers Lunches, Bar-B-Ques, Chili Cook-offs, Ice Cream Freeze-offs, UMW Bazaar Desserts, and much 

more! We need your recipes to recreate our favorite comfort foods. 

Betsy Stewart Dooley, our new Associate Pastor: Audio Visual & Online Ministries, has made it SO easy for 

everyone to participate. Go to the ‘Cookbook’ tab on our website at www.goodrichmemorial.org, and follow 

the directions to submit your recipe.  You can also write the recipe down and mail it to the church office.  

To make our Cookbook a success we need for YOU to join in the fun and submit your favorite recipes.  If you 

have a story about who gave you the recipe, when you serve it, or other interesting facts, please include that.  

We would love to have these available to sell for Christmas so think about what you would like to share (as 

your mouth is watering and you’re dreaming about what treasures will be included!).  Recipes are due the last 

Sunday in October. 

~Becky Aguilar 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/normanok/goodrich
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/normanok/goodrich
mailto:pgillokla@aol.com
http://www.goodrichmemorial.org
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 I’d like to share a story of God working in our world. It’s an unfolding story of faith, joy and generosity. Our leadership 

team recognized the need to provide a way for those who could not gather in person to be present in worship over a year ago. 

Through dreaming and planning and the generosity of many we stepped out in faith and began live streaming our 11:00AM wor-

ship service. It was a joy to welcome our online worshipers to the Goodrich community. We learned a lot in the first few months. 

We continued making adjustments, leaning into new technology– when suddenly we found ourselves in the middle of a pandemic 

and EVERYONE shifted to worshiping online. Because we had already begun this important work, we were poised to transition far 

more easily than if we were starting from scratch, and I am eternally grateful for the adaptability of our staff and this congregation 

as we pivoted to online-only worship. When we were able to return to both online and in-person worship options, we began to 

pray and dream about how Goodrich could continue to be and build a congregation in service to Christ and our community in 

both physical and virtual spaces.  

 Through the generosity of United Methodists all over our connection, we 

received a Revitalizing Faith Communities grant. Combined with the generous gifts 

of our congregation, the grant funds allowed us to explore the expansion of our 

media and technology position and to upgrade our media equipment.  God had a 

great plan lined up:  through a series of remarkable events, the Bishop, District 

Superintendent, and Cabinet filled our media and technology position by ap-

pointing Betsy Stewart-Dooley as our new Associate Pastor. In the last month, we 

have also added additional cameras to the sanctuary, purchased new lighting, pur-

chased sound equipment to replace what we have been borrowing, upgraded our 

computer hardware and software, and started creating a studio space so that we 

can share the amazing good news of Jesus with everyone who needs to hear how 

much they are loved!  Watch for some really exciting improvements as we get all of 

our new equipment up and running! 

 God is doing wonderful things through the faithfulness and generosity of 

this congregation. The people who first recognized, championed and financially 

supported Goodrich’s online ministry over a year ago have seen a return on their 

investment in real lives reached. Our average weekly online worship attendance 

for the month of August was 237 people!  

God is doing wonderful things through the faithfulness and generosity of 

the people whose faith funded a grant that is given to nurture exciting ministries 

with big ideas. We are using those funds so that all can experience God’s love.  

We will continue to partner with God to enrich the lives of those in this congrega-

tion and to reach countless more. Look at what God can do when God’s people 

act in faith– when we live the generous lives God calls us to! 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living 

 & Homebound… 

Annetta Holiday, Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Barbara Doyle, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

Hello everyone!   

It is hard to believe it is October and the last meeting we had 

was in March!  I have missed all of you. 

I hope all of you received the list of members and their phone 

numbers.  Please call one or more of them on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of the month and let them know you are thinking 

about them. 

I am making a list of members’ birthdays and anniversaries.  If I 

have not contacted you, please call me at 360-2101 and  

provide me with that information.  It isn’t necessary to give me 

the year you were born!! 

Continue to be safe and hope to see all of you soon. 

President of GCGers, 

Kathy Hooker  

1 Holly Hook 
5 Linda Paulsen 
6 Stephanie Ihbe 
7 Emily Sharp 
8 Connie Hall 
9 Melba Haddican 
13 Sherry McCurley 
15 David Train 
16 Joice Ashley 
 Ken Younkin 
17 Larry Curtis 
18 Annetta Holiday 
25 Sylvia Ryan 
 Cindy Jain 
 Ailene Haralson 
26 Tom Vaughn 
 Jaiden Liggens 
27 Leona Hickman 
28 Michael Chiri 
29 JoAnn Gordoni 
 

Re-Imagine, Re-Invent!!!! 

If there’s one thing ALL of us have learned this year, it’s the “Re” words.  Re-

imagine how to get grocery shopping done, Re-invent ways to have a clothes 

drive (great job, by the way!), Re-introduce yourself to “at-home busywork” 

like puzzles, games, and reading! 

As we’re learning to Re-adapt, we are finding out that we can’t do things 

normally yet— like our annual Angels Unlimited Craft Sale and Bazaar!  This 

is our main fundraiser for the year, and it not only supports our missions 

here at Goodrich, it also supports our giving around the state and around 

the world! 

Last year, Goodrich United Methodist Women gave over $5,500 to missions 

right here at Goodrich— including children’s programs, Youth, Family Life, 

Celebration Choir, and bereavement dinners.  Goodrich UMW even gave 

towards apportionments and our new bus! 

It’s easy to see why not having the bazaar is simply not an option— the need 

to put Faith, Hope and Love in ACTION is great! 

So instead of not having the bazaar, think of it as a “Re-”schedule— maybe it 

will be a Christmas Bazaar!  Maybe it will be a Spring Bazaar!  One thing for 

sure, it will be a SAFELY HELD Bazaar.  By then, EVERYONE will be so ready 

to get out of the house!  So vendors, get your wares ready, and get ready to 

sell, sell, sell when it’s safe, safe, safe! 

Until then, take care of yourself in all of your “Re” ways! 

God Bless!! 

Shirley Franklin 

President, Goodrich UMW 
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Meeting Fellowship Center/Gym— A Place for Togetherness— $10,000 

This large space has a full basketball court and can fit tables and 
chairs for large gatherings.  Many events are held here each year:  
United Methodist Women’s annual Angels Unlimited Craft Bazaar, 
the Children’s Fall Festival, the United Methodist Men’s BBQ, the 
Altared Life Youth garage sale, and the Advent workshop.   
Community events and other organizations use the gym often as 
well:  Norman high school testing, community garage sales, Boy 
Scouts, etc.   

This Place is already sponsored for $3,100! 

Well, this COVID-19 pandemic has really put our Place in Service for Christ Campaign between a rock and a hard 

place. We were able to have a very successful Big Honkin’ Birthday Party fundraiser, but we had other fundraiser ide-

as just waiting for the right time to happen, as well as hopes of seeing the congregation and Sunday School classes and 

other groups show their own fundraising ideas.  COVID-19 just hasn’t let those plans happen, and we understand.  As 

of mid-September we have reached only $24,363 of our $100,000 goal, though, so the Finance Committee has decided 

that ending the Campaign in another month at Thanksgiving just isn’t going to happen either.  We are happy to an-

nounce that our Place in Service for Christ Campaign will continue until the end of May 2021, for an extension of 6 

months.  At the end of the campaign, instead of celebrating with thankfulness at Thanksgiving, we’ll celebrate with 

spirit at Pentecost! 

We are having a fundraiser for the campaign now in the form of the Goodrich Cookbook.  So please be on the lookout 

for how to purchase a cookbook— they will make great gifts, mementos, and inspiration to try something new! 

As always, please feel free to talk to Desi or myself any time about the campaign and how you might be able to help. 

Here are a few more Places for you to review.  If you haven’t done it yet, please check out the  

website at www.goodrichmemorial.com/places. 

 Pastor’s Office— A Place for Leadership— $2,000 

This is a place to pray, study, reflect, and write those thrilling ser-
mons!  It also functions as a more private place for conversation 
with the pastor— whether you’re planning a wedding, preparing to 
have your baby baptized, getting ready to join the church, or need-
ing a listening ear and a word of prayer— this place has seen it all.  
Need a place to share your deepest joys or greatest sorrows?  Make 
an appointment to stop by for a visit, or you can just check out the 
book selection.  You are welcome here! 

Sunday School Room 211— A Place for Gathering— $3,000 

This has been home to Sunday School classes before but is current-
ly being transformed into our brand new studio!  It has also been 
used in the past by the Central Oklahoma Association of Christian 
Homeschoolers (COACH). 

Bathrooms— A Place for relief— $1,000 

When you gotta go, you gotta go!  Goodrich has you covered with 
three sets of bathrooms:  by the Sanctuary, across from the  
Children’s Sunday School room,  and in the Fellowship Center/
Gym.   

This Place is already COMPLETELY sponsored for $1,000! 

http://www.goodrichmemorial.com/places
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