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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

I will enter his gates with thanksgiving in my heart/ I will enter his courts with praise/  

I will say this is the day that the Lord has made/ I will rejoice for he has made me glad! 

He has made me glad; he has made me glad/ I will rejoice for he has made me glad! 

He has made me glad; he has made me glad/ I will rejoice for he has made me glad! 

 

This praise chorus based on Psalm 100 echoes in my heart as I look back over this year in preparation for this season of  

Thanksgiving. We have so much to be thankful for, even in this year that has been characterized by rapidly changing circumstances 

and the ever-present need to adapt. I continue to give thanks for a community of faith that has shown flexibility and grace without 

fail. We have grown in some amazing ways in the midst of challenge.  

• We have leaned into learning how to engage in new forms of worship. We have the seasonal opportunity to gather for drive-in 

worship in our parking lot to see one another, pray, sing, read scripture and hear the sermon – all while socially distanced! And 

we as a congregation now have the year-round option to worship in-person in the sanctuary or online from the safety of our 

own homes.  

• We continue to provide communion to those who are worshiping at home. Contact the church office if you would like to be 

added to that list, or if you would like to help with delivery. 

• With the appointment of our Associate Pastor we continue to expand our online connectional opportunities with Bible  

Studies, live videos, interactive ideas for our children and much more in the works.  

• We’ve added new ways to make giving easier so that our tithes and offerings can be used to continue God’s good work. In  

• addition to mailing good old-fashioned checks, or on-site cash donations, we now have a recurring or one-time online giving 

option available at www.goodrichmemorial.org and we’ll soon be introducing text-to-give. I am so thankful for your continued 

generosity – you are making a difference!  

http://www.goodrichmemorial.org
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We are so excited to have our church cookbook for the  

holidays!  Submit your recipes to the church office on 

our website, or send them in the mail.  Recipes are due 

this week, so don’t wait to get yours in! 

• This church has remained a congregation in service to Christ and our community by continuing our outreach ministries. For 

example: the care closet has remained open, the Crop Walk was an amazing success (you can read more about that inside this 

newsletter!), and we are even now preparing for another amazing year of Operation Christmas Child—  remember to turn 

those shoe boxes in!  

• Our prayer team continues to meet remotely to lift up the concerns and joys of this community and to send cards of  

encouragement and love.  

 

These are just a handful of the many ways that this congregation has stretched and grown over these past few months.  If I 

attempted a complete list, I would inevitably leave something off— because God is doing so much through this place! I am glad to 

be in service at Goodrich as your Senior Pastor, and I look forward, with thanksgiving in my heart, to what God has in store for us in 

the months to come.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Desi  

P.S. I’d love to see your thanksgiving list. What has God given you to be glad over?  
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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, NRSV 

We have reached the start of the holiday season.  Everywhere 

we go, we are reminded of Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Even 

though 2020 might not have been what we expected, there are 

lots of things to be thankful for.   

This November, I am thankful for my family, and the extra time 

I could spend with them working from home.  I am thankful for 

friends, especially those who reach out once in awhile.  I am 

thankful for my church family and the knowledge we will gather, 

when it is safe, to worship together again. 

So, I encourage the youth (and everyone) to focus on these 

things for the month:  What are you rejoicing in this  

Thanksgiving season?  Who will you pray for?  How will you 

give thanks this year?  Meditate on these questions together 

and check on someone this week. 

Happy Thanksgiving and I wish each of you a safe holiday  

season! 

Yours in Christ, 

Kao Laizure, 

Youth Director 

The new Sunday School packets go out November 1st. They 

can be picked up at either worship service that day. If you 

can’t pick it up, I will run them by that afternoon.   

November’s packet includes the final three parables in this 

series and will bring us to advent.  

11/8 – The Pharisee and The Tax Collector  

11/15 – The Widow and the Judge  

11/22 – The Rich Man and Lazarus  

11/29 – Advent week 1 – To Hold Hope  

If you have any friends or family that would like a packet, let 

me know by the 15th and I can prepare one for them for the 

next month. I have already had 2 families ask for extra. It is 

great to share God’s word with our little ones!  

Can you believe Advent begins November 29th??  Wow, what 

a year it has been! Our Advent Workshop will happen  

3:00pm-5:00pm. It will look just a bit different than in the 

past.  I will have one table set up for each child (with the ex-

ception of siblings seated together) and their adult helper, 

with all activities already on the table when you arrive. Masks 

will be required. I sincerely hope you will be able to come and 

join us for some much needed hope and joy!  

Many Blessings,  

Sherry  McCurley  

Children’s Director 

Goodrich helps CROP Walk succeed 
Team Goodrich UMC ROCKED the Cleveland County CROP Walk!  

I am overflowing with pride and God’s love for all the people who helped 

with the water/rest stop at Goodrich and those who walked, donated, 

prayed, or supported our team and the 2020 CROP Walk. Goodrich raised 

more than $1,300 to help overcome hunger and poverty. We didn’t let a 

global pandemic or ominous weather on Oct. 18 stop us from stepping out 

in faith to help others! 

Goodrich’s support helped the Cleveland County CROP Walk exceed its 

goal of $20,000.  25% helps Food & Shelter Inc. to feed people right here 

in Cleveland County.  Through the Church World Service, the remainder 

works to fight global hunger and poverty.  Donations are still accepted 

since the mission to fight hunger will not end with one walk. T-shirts are 

available for a donation of $15; Goodrich is listed on the back as a  

sponsor, and the front bears the slogan: "Alone we can do so little.  

Together we can do so much!"  

Our volunteers at the water station included Becky and Manny Aguilar, 

Shirley and Eric Franklin, Carrie Baker, Kenny Presson, Doris Morris, 

Jane Allen, Erin Perillo, Alex Dooley and Gene Gilliland. Walkers were 

Betsy Stewart-Dooley, Kim Sanders, Zachariah Goat, JoAnn Hobaugh, 

Landon and myself. Pastor Desi was also involved in planning and in 

spirit on walk day. Each person who donated, prayed and-or offered 

words of encouragement also was essential. Heartfelt thanks to ALL! 

It's good to be a Congregation in Service to Christ – and Our Community! 

-Pat Gilliland, Team Captain   
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living 

 & Homebound… 

Annetta Holiday, Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Barbara Doyle, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

WOW!  It was so nice to see the “eyes” of our group!  The 

brown bag picnic in the parking lot was so much fun.  There 

were 18 there.  Our new Administrative Support Specialist Caeli 

Dedmon was our guest. 

Next month is when we would celebrate Thanksgiving with our 

lunch with turkey, dressing, and all the fixings.  If anyone has an 

idea on how to accomplish this, please let me or Joann 

Hobaugh know. 

Please keep in touch with other members with calls and cards. 

 

Continue to be safe and hope we can get together soon, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

6 Mikala Silver 
14 Olivia Ihbe 
25 Kathy Hooker 
26 Phyllis Gammon 
29 Katie Haddad 
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Register food orders at  

www.goodrichmemorial.org/bjs_fundraiser  

or scan the QR code! 
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I would like to re-introduce you to the  Goodrich is a 

 congregation in service for Christ, and our amazing church building is our outpost for a wide variety of  

missions, fellowship, outreach, and worship.  Over the last 4-5 years the church’s financial savings has been 

slowly shrinking, due to several reasons but the most prominent has been the care and maintenance of the air 

conditioners for the building.  We spent about $100,000 in repairs and replacements over the course of 3 years, 

and our finances reached the point where another large expense would most likely put us into debt.  So last 

November we introduced the to help get our church back into  

financial stability so that we can continue and GROW the many ways we serve Christ. 

Goodrich has 34 distinct places, and we invite you to sponsor or co-sponsor any of these places for any 

amount.  Go to the campaign website to explore them all:  www.goodrichmemorial.com/places.  You can give 

toward the campaign online or with a check mailed (or hand delivered!) to the church. 

Contributors will be recognized on the website for different levels of giving, and everyone will receive a thank

-you gift.  Those who give above and beyond for the campaign will receive a special stained glass cross at a 

celebration at the end of the campaign. 

Our goal stands at $100,000 by May 31, 2021.  As of the middle of October we have raised $25,081.  There 

are fundraiser opportunities going on - the Goodrich Cookbook and the BJ’s Restaurant Fundraiser.  If you 

have any ideas for a fundraiser, please let us know! And as always, please feel free to talk to Desi, Betsy or 

myself at any time about the campaign and how you might be able to help. 

Servants $1-99 - everyone gets a sticker! 

Disciples $100 - T-shirts are coming soon! 

Apostles $500 - small heart cross, top right 

Followers $1,000 - cross with flame, bottom right 

Shepherds $2,500 - ringed cross, bottom left 

Messengers $5,000 - blue cross, middle 

http://www.goodrichmemorial.com/places
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