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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 

 

Beloved Community, 

 

This month continues our journey into the unusual yet creative time we find ourselves in. Many of us have been staying safer-at-home as we are 
able, and now a month and a half in, we’re either getting into the groove or getting a little stir crazy… maybe both. Some of us continue to work outside of 

our homes as necessary employees, and the rest of us thank you for your commitment and continue to pray for your safety.  

Although the church building remains in a period of rest and waiting, the church community has been finding innovative ways to be the body of Christ in and 
through our community. We are worshiping together online at 11:00AM every Sunday. You can access the service through our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/goodrichmumc or on YouTube at the longest yet easiest ever name to remember: www.youtube.com/

goodrichmemorialunitedmethodistchurch 

On the first Sunday of every month we will participate in a Love Feast as we worship together via live stream. In lieu of communion we will be celebrating a 
snack-type meal and remembering Jesus’ love for us around the table, until we can physically be with one another again. Each week we send out an email 
with a worship bulletin, tips for your worship experience, and reminders. If you would like to receive those emails you can sign up at our webpage 

www.goodrichmemorial.org or contact the church office at 405-321-0975 and we can sign you up.  

 Our worship series for the month of May continues to be Unraveled: Seeking God When Our Plans Fall Apart. This series is proving to be very 
appropriate right now, as we discuss honoring God and trusting in God’s goodness even when we don’t know where our lives are heading. In addition to 
Sunday morning worship, we have the opportunity to gather for a Bible Study on Sunday from 9:00-10:00AM utilizing an online platform called Zoom. If you 
would like to join that class, contact the church office and we will send you a link to join in, and a study guide. We are posting a short devotional each 

Thursday on our Facebook page as well.  

 Offline, our Goodrich households have been divided into groups of five, and I am asking that each of you in your groups check on one another 
each week and pray together as a way to stay connected, to meet new people, and to build relationships. If you would like to be a part of a prayer group, 
just let us know and we’ll get that set up! Goodrich also continues to support both the OU Food Pantry and the Goodrich Care Closet, so if you would like to 

make donations to either of those causes, please  do so by contacting the church office and arranging either a no-contact pick-up or drop-off.  

 Last but not least, I know we’re all wondering when exactly we will be able to gather in-person again. I can tell you at this time that the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference, in compliance with guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), will consider re-opening in stages after May 17th. Much 
depends on the course that the virus continues to take. We will continue our present course of action in an effort to love our neighbors to the best of our 
ability, particularly our neighbors who are in vulnerable population groups. We rely on those who have been gifted by God in the areas of science and 
healthcare to help us determine when we can worship in-person again, safely, and I promise that the church leadership will keep you informed as infor-

mation becomes available to us.  

 I am incredibly grateful for the gift of being able to worship together via our online connections, and I am thankful every day for this congregation’s 
foresight in making that possible. That being the case, I personally cannot wait to add in-person worship to the online worship experience again. I so miss 
gathering together, seeing your faces, and hearing all of our voices raised in prayer and song. Please continue to pray for our church, healthcare, and gov-

ernmental leadership to make the best decisions for the benefit of all of God’s beloved children.  

Blessings Still Abound, 

 
Pastor Desi 

http://www.facebook.com/goodrichmumc
http://www.youtube.com/goodrichmemorialunitedmethodistchurch
http://www.youtube.com/goodrichmemorialunitedmethodistchurch
http://www.goodrichmemorial.org
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Well, 2020 has been quite the interesting year so far! We are now 

in May, and the first 4 months of the year have flown by. I hope 

each and every one of you are doing well and staying well and at 

home. 

In the youth, we are discovering new ways to stay connected while 

quarantined. Confirmation classes are still going; we are meeting 

through Zoom each week. We will confirm Larissa Curtis and Dia-

mond Liggins on May 31st, so please watch for that service. 

We also have one youth moving to the Young Adult Class. Alexan-

der (AJ) Laizure is graduating in May 2020 from Norman North 

High School and Moore Norman Technology Center. We have 

another graduate, Matt Marks, who will be graduating from the 

University of Oklahoma with his Master’s Degree in Adult and High-

er Education (Intercollegiate Athletics Administration). Please be 

sure to send a congratulatory note to these young men via social 

media or through email, phone, or text. We are very proud of their 

accomplishments and wish them well in their future endeavors. 

In other news, unfortunately, Youth Force Frederick has been can-

celed. Since this was scheduled for the first week of June, this is 

the safest bet in order to keep everyone safe. At this time, Summer 

Camp is still planning to happen the week of June 22nd – 26th. I 

know there are several youth who are looking forward to going to 

Summer Camp this year, and we thank our church family for your 

donations through the cake ball sales and change campaign. 

Have a wonderful and safe May, be well, and may God's peace 

strengthen you! 

Kao Laizure, Youth Director 

 

Our world certainly has changed in the last two months! I hope you 

have found the children’s Facebook page by now. I have been 

posting several times each week with some ideas for the family to 

do together as well as a Sunday school/service for kids that Cokes-

bury is producing with the Deep Blue Kids that our students will 

remember from Sunday School. 

I have really appreciated those of you who have posted your pic-

tures. I have heard many wonderful comments about them. Please, 

keep them coming. 

Stephanie Ihbe is reading stories most days on her Facebook page. 

Also, Shirley Franklin is singing to us via her page. And don’t forget 

our own Ms. Becky during Sunday Worship each week. Check them 

out! 

If you as a parent are feeling a bit overwhelmed, you might want to 

look at Cokesbury Kids page. They have videos about parenting dur-

ing the pandemic and some fun and games for the kids. 

I will be by with the third Boredom Buster Bags soon. If we are still 

not able to meet in person, I will make a fourth run. I put them to-

gether about every other week. I will keep on with them as long as 

we are apart. Thank you to Janice Shockley for getting donations for 

Easter candy and baskets. 

I am working on Vacation Bible School at home during this time. 

Planning is continuing. Keep praying and we will be together soon. I 

miss you all. Stay healthy! 

Sherry McCurley, Children’s Director 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Our Condolences to: 

The Noretta Clayton family, the Don Doyle Family and 

the Marion Grant Family.  Noretta, Don and Marion will 

be greatly missed. 

 

Assisted Living 

 & Homebound… 

Annetta Holiday, Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Barbara Doyle,  Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

                                  

 

  4 David Hickman 

  8 Sue Lollis 

11 Isaac Brown 

14 Lou Hubbard 

18 Gil Jain 

19 Matthew Alexander 

25 Linda Scott 

 May 6   A.C. & Bobbie McHughes 

May 15 Jim & Katie Hargrove 

May 16 Larry & Debbie Anderson 

May 17 Jim & Sylvia Ryan 

May 25 Bob & Linda Neel 

May 30 Carmie & Anita Ashley 

May 31 Steve & Sherry McCurley 

Hello everyone!   

Hope all are staying in and, if necessary to leave 

your home, taking the necessary precautions.  

Because of the Covid-19 crisis, there will be no ac-

tivities during the month of May. During this time 

please call other members to check on them and to 

keep in touch.  

Continue to remember those in assisted living, nurs-

ing facilities and home bound with cards and your 

prayers. 

Looking forward to seeing all soon!   

 

President of GCGers, 

Kathy Hooker  
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Thank you for all the Easter pictures. Here are several that we received. 

We received too many to post them all. 
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Raise your hand if you miss our 

Place of worship! (Me, right here!) 

Even though we haven’t been able 

to be there in person, our church is 

still providing service for Christ. And 

so, our 

continues.  

We have been receiving your tithes sent through the mail. Thank you so much for continuing to support 

the church in this way. Our safe online option is always available as well. I know times may be tough right 

now, but I still encourage you to think about the campaign and about giving over and above your tithing as 

you are able. We have a long way to go to meet our campaign goal. Please continue to pray about the 

Can you volunteer to support a fundraiser? Can you invite 

someone new to church, or share your love of Goodrich with your friends? Please feel free to talk to Desi 

or myself any time about the campaign and how you might be able to help. Here are a few more Places for 

you to review. If you haven’t done it yet, please check out the website at www.goodrichmemorial.com/

places. Remember, our total Campaign goal is $100,000, and it will end Thanksgiving 2020. As of mid-April 

we have reached $15,229. 

Erin Perillo, Finance Chair 

 

 If the pulpit, the sanctuary, and the meeting rooms are the 

heart and soul of Goodrich, the mechanical and electrical rooms are the 

arteries and veins of our place. These are the spaces that keep us cool 

in the summer, warm in the winter, and keep the lights shining on all 

who come through our doors. This  is already sponsored for 

$100!  

 

 

The 5:16 Class is guided by Jesus’ words, “Now 

that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open 

house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll 

prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heav-

en.” (Matthew 5:16, The Message). The Goodrich Chronologically Gift-

ed (GCGers) meet here monthly. For Youth Force this was the bunk 

room for the visiting churches’ girls. This is already sponsored for $600!  

 

 

The nursery cares for 

usually one to four kids, ages newborn to 3 years, each Sunday, with 

room for more. It’s used for Vacation Bible School and occasionally for 

other church events, as needed.  

 

Remember, our total Campaign goal is $100,000, and it will end Thanks-

giving 2020. As of mid-April we have reached !  



 6 


