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Prayer chain:  prayer@goodrichmemorial.org  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Over the last year we’ve had many opportunities to expand our understanding of what it means to be the church – the 

hands and feet of Jesus in the world, loving God and loving our neighbor. And while it hasn’t always been easy, it has been an 

adventure! As we move toward safely resuming our full-scale activities toward the end of the summer, we will spend our worship 

time together in the month of May exploring how God has worked miraculously through the Christian community for centuries. In 

our new series Adventures in Being Church, we’ll examine the incredible events surrounding the 1st century Church in the book of 

Acts to learn how the Holy Spirit continues to work in today’s 21st century world. 

Here’s a look at some of the adventures God has put in our path recently: we are excited to announce that we are now in 

a missional partnership with a Spanish language congregation called Bethel Norman. We are sharing space with them three times a 

week in the evenings (Sundays, Tuesdays and Fridays) as they follow their call to reach people for Jesus. Make sure to say “hola!” if 

you happen to run into each other!  

You may have also noticed that as you drive by during the week the parking lot has been quite busy – that’s because 

Goodrich has been partnering with EPIC Charter Schools as a testing site this year. We’ve been able to provide space for hundreds 

of students to safely complete their state testing! 
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Many groups have also begun to meet in the church building again, utilizing safe practices such as social distancing, 

masking, and not consuming food. You’ll see the Boy Scouts, our Care Closet participants, civic groups and other ministry partners 

periodically. Your group is also welcome to meet – just schedule through the church office. If you can’t imagine a meeting without 

a meal (we’re Methodist, so we love table fellowship!), then perhaps your group might take a page out of the Goodrich 

Chronologically Gifted playbook and share a brown bag lunch in the great outdoors. Nothing tastes quite like a parking lot picnic. I 

love the creative spirit and flexibility we’ve all shown as we weather what we all hope will be the last little bit of this pandemic 

together.  

The leadership of the church is hard at work putting together a plan for a fuller Sunday morning schedule as well – we 

hope to have something in place to announce in the next month – and I, like you, cannot wait until we hear the halls and the 

sanctuary ring with laughter and praise again! Until then, we’ll continue to worship together with our Drive-In Worship service at 

9:00 AM Sunday mornings and both in-person Worship in the Sanctuary and Online Worship at 11:00 AM. Hymn time with 

Kenneith and Sylvia is also available to prepare your hearts for worship from 10:15 to10:30, streaming on Sunday mornings.  

Great things are happening, and God continues to surprise us every day. Please keep Goodrich in your prayers, as we live 

into the great adventure God calls us to – the Adventures in Being Church! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Desi Sharp Brumit 

A BIG Easter “thank you!” to Elaine Prosser for the gold dollars, 

Jane Allen for the boxes of candy, and Sam Garcia for the mini 

candy bars.  The children sure did enjoy your generosity! 

Our Sunday School lessons will continue with the Signs of our 

Faith for the month of May.  You can pick up your new packets 

on Sunday, May 2.  I will have them at both the outdoor drive-in 

service at 9:00 AM and the in-person 11:00 AM service.  Let me 

know if you need delivery. 

Sad to say goodbye:  Vincent will be missed in our class, but we 

know we will see him around the church as he moves up to the 

youth group. 

Also, we want to let Leona know how much we have all enjoyed 

having her in class with us.  We pray for the best for her in her 

new home.  We’ll miss you! 

Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School, July 20-26! 

Blessings, 

Sherry McCurley  

Children’s Director 

It’s May — and you know what that means?! 

Tacos! 

That’s right— Cinco de Mayo is right around the corner, so let’s 

get together and have street tacos in the parking lot, watch a 

movie, play some games, and just be together!  We’ll meet on 

Wednesday, May 5th from 5:00 to 6:30 PM.  See you there! 

— Pastor Desi 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living & Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

Good day to all! 

Several months ago, Caeli asked me about the trips and 

activities that I have participated in through the GCG’ers, and 

which one was my favorite.   

I immediately thought of our first trip to Branson, MO.  Our 

group was on our own chartered bus, and we stopped at the 

beautiful Precious Moments Chapel and gift shop on the way.  

Our first night there, we had dinner at a Dinner Theater— where 

Charles Haralson was the hit of the night!  The next morning 

after breakfast, small groups went different directions.  That 

afternoon, we all regrouped to go to The Sight & Sound 

Theater, where we saw their production of Jonah.  After the 

performance, we went to a steak house for a nice dinner.  We 

returned to Norman the next morning.  It was so much fun 

spending time with such a wonderful group of people! 

GCG’ers— what was is your favorite GCG memory? 

Barring bad weather, we plan to have another parking lot lunch 

Tuesday, May 10 at 11:30 am.  In the meantime, remember to 

keep in touch with other members with calls or cards. 

Blessings to all, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

4 David Hickman 
9 Jan Haddad 
11 Isaac Brown 
14 Lou Hubbard 
18 Gil Jain 
19 Matt Alexander 
25 Linda Scott 
26 Alex Dooley 

The Trustees are continuing to collect bids from 

contractors, and we expect repairs to be underway in 

the coming month.  Thank you to everyone for your 

prayers and generous support as we navigate this 

challenge together. 
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It's Spring!  Just knowing it's spring, I have all kinds of 

reactions:  I want to wake up and go outside, because it's 

already daylight and it smells so amazing in the yard;  I want to 

open the windows so that fresh air can flow through the house; 

and, I'm extra vigilant about my allergies so I can enjoy all these 

things! 

So, let’s open the windows! Let fresh air and new perspectives 

flow in!  Wait— new perspectives?  Yes! Spring is a wonderful 

time to reconnect, remember, and even reevaluate.  Form new 

habits; let go of grievances; reconnect with friends, old and 

new.  Maybe even start a new daily devotional.  New 

perspectives give us fresh ways of looking at things— and that's 

never a bad thing.   

Spring is also a wonderful time for Spiritual Growth.  UMW holds 

an annual retreat for focusing on Spiritual Growth to help us feel 

closer to God.  As the saying goes... “If you feel far away from 

God, who moved?"  

I think that sometimes I get so caught up in what I’m doing that I 

lose track of what God wants me to do. Sometimes I find myself 

running from morning until night and then collapsing onto my 

couch, only to fall asleep watching TV. Sometimes, I know that I 

need to sit quietly and listen to what God wants me to do and 

reassess my schedule. May we all take a step back from time to 

time to realize that God didn’t move away…we did.  And then, 

take time to pray for guidance. During this spring season, let us 

look to God for strength to do God’s will. Let's also open the 

windows, and explore those new perspectives!   

In God’s love, 

Shirley Franklin 

UMW President 

@
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It is the LAST MONTH of the _!  The final day will be May 31.  And we 

WILL finish strong, I can feel it!  We modified our goal to $50,000, and I think we can reach it.  As of April 17, we are 

at $33,985.  Only about $16,000 to go! 

The campaign has a ton going on during this last month, so please take a few minutes and read through it all… You 

might be in for a fun surprise at the end! 

• • • 

Goodrich Cookbooks 

Church, my apologies for misunderstanding the status of the cookbook last month.  The From Our Hearts and Hands 

cookbooks are getting the finishing touches now.  Once they are available for pickup, we will make sure you know about 

it.  There will also be more available for purchase for $10 each if you decide you need more, or have not ordered yours 

yet!  Here is a sneak peek at the cover and a teaser recipe for you!  (Notice that it’s a pie recipe…) 

continued on next page 

Peachy Cheese Pie 

Ingredients 

 3/4 cup flour 

 1 teaspoon baking powder 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 small package vanilla pudding (not instant) 

 3 tablespoons butter 

 1 egg 

 1/2 cup milk 

 1 16 oz can sliced peaches (drain and reserve juice) 

 8 oz cream cheese (softened) 

 1/2 cup sugar 

 Cinnamon sugar (mix 1 tablespoon sugar and 1/2 teaspoon 
cinnamon) 

 

Recipe instructions 

Mix first 7 ingredients and beat well.  Pour into greased deep dish pie 
plate.  Top with 16 oz can of drained sliced peaches.  Combine cream 
cheese, sugar, and 4 tablespoons of peach juice.  Mix well and pour 
over peach slices.  Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.  Bake at 350° for 
35 minutes.  

It’s easy, delicious, and always a hit at potlucks! 
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BJ’s Fundraiser 

Our spring BJ’s fundraiser is over Mother’s Day 

weekend, May 7-9, 2021.  Treat the mothers in your 

life to a dinner (or several) that they don’t have to 

make!   

First, check out the menu online at 

www.bjsrestaurants.com/locations/ok/norman. Then, 

place your order through the link on the church’s 

website (www.goodrichmemorial.org) OR fill out an 

order form, available at the church office weekday 

mornings.   

All the money will go toward the  

_! You can order any time the 

week before, through the day before you would like to 

pick up the order.  And, you can schedule it for pick up 

at BJ’s, or request delivery for an extra fee.  

I’d like to give a special “thank you!” to Shirley Franklin for the donation that makes this fundraiser possible.  You’re a 

special lady, Shirley! 

• • • 

Crosses Gift 

With so little time left in the campaign, I want to again make sure you know about the beautiful stained glass crosses that 

will be given as a thank you gift to those who give above and beyond to the campaign.   

continued on next page 

Apostles 

$500 

Followers 

$1,000 

Messengers 

$5,000 

Shepherds 

$2,500 

• • • 

Big Honkin’ Birthday Party 2 

Celebrate the church’s birthday (Pentecost) again this year with a drive-through birthday party.  Bring a birthday card for 

the church, get a treat— and any gifts received will go toward the campaign.  Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 23rd 

at 10:15 am between Drive-In Worship and 11:00 Worship (in-person or online). 

http://www.bjsrestaurants.com/locations/ok/norman
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Picnic Potluck 

It is so exciting that we get to have our first in-person gathering in over a year!  We will celebrate the 

with a picnic potluck lunch on June 6th following the 11:00 service.  We’ll provide the 

hamburgers and hot dogs, and you bring the sides and desserts.  We’ll have some small thank you gifts for everyone who 

has contributed to the campaign, and we will announce the total amount raised.  We might also have even more fun 

planned… 

• • • 

PIE IN THE FACE CONTEST! 

At least TWO of your church leaders will get a pie in the face at the campaign picnic potluck!   

Who will it be?  YOU can choose!  Vote with donations of any amount, 

and the two leaders with the most “votes” will be revealed — and pied in 

the face — at the picnic!   

Give online through the link on the website (www.goodrichmemorial.org), or add to the jars in the church foyer!  Or just 

notate any gift for “Pie” and one of the above names.  Watch online and on social media for updates throughout the 

month of May.   

I’m already wondering what some of these folks will do to NOT get pied!  (Especially Eric Franklin— he’s pretty 

sneaky— but Betsy might surprise me!)  The competition is ON! 

• • • 

Thank you for your prayers, and please continue to pray for the campaign and how you might contribute.  A contribution 

could be via gifts above and beyond your regular tithing, or through volunteering for one of the many activities discussed 

above.  (Please let me know if you are interested in helping out!)  And, continue to check out the website now and then 

at www.goodrichmemorial.org/places. 

 

Blessings,  

Erin Perillo 

 

The participating church leaders are as follows: 

• Desi Sharp Brumit, Senior Pastor 

• Betsy Stewart-Dooley, Multimedia Pastor 

• Sue Haralson, Administrative Council Chair 

• Steve McCurley, Trustees Chair 

• Melissa Anderson, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 

• Eric Franklin, Lay Leader 

• Myself, Erin Perillo, Finance Committee Chair 



 8 

Pie in the Face Contest 

Name _________________________________________________________ 

 

Donate for any (one or all!) of these church leaders to get a pie in the face!  The 

two with the most money at the end of May will be “given” a pie in the face at the 

end of campaign potluck picnic on June 6
th
! 

Admin only:  Paid-Cash     Paid-Check     Not Paid 


